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The roles of local government and your 
elected representatives directly affect 
our lives on a day to day basis offering 
hundreds of services, many of which 
we depend upon.

A major focus for Council is to 
advocate effectively and clearly  
on behalf of the community.

Recent initiatives include a Better 
Buses campaign, jet ski safety, more 
jobs by a marine industry precinct, 
drought-proofing the Peninsula, ‘party 
house’ local laws, road safety and 
elimination of single use plastics.

Genuine community consultation 
allows residents to freely voice their 
concerns and then work collaboratively 

to identify solutions. A good example 
is our Climate Change Community 
Engagement strategy and the 
declaration of a Climate Emergency.

With the adoption of the 
Neighbourhood Character Study and 
the Coastal Villages Strategy, we now 
have policy documents to protect the 
unique character of our 42 towns and 
villages and await the State planning 
minister’s approval for the relevant 
changes to our planning scheme.

Over the coming year Council will 
be working closely with the State 
government on innovative ways to 
reduce the shocking road toll on 
Peninsula roads; the elimination of 
single use plastics on the Peninsula 
and other waste reduction and 
recycling strategies; working towards 
a smoke-free Peninsula and a huge 
reduction in the amount of butt litter; 
and continuing protection of the Green 
Wedge from insensitive development.

Councillor David Gill, Mayor 
Mornington Peninsula Shire 

 david.gill@mornpen.vic.gov.au 
 5950 1428

our shire

Mornington Peninsula Shire 
acknowledges and pays respect 
to the Bunurong/Boon Wurrung 
people, the traditional custodians 
of these lands and waters.

Cr Bev Colomb Cr Rosie Clark Cr Sam Hearn

Briars

Cr Hugh FraserCr Kate Roper Cr Bryan Payne

NepeanCerberus

Cr David Gill

Red Hill

Visit us 
Rosebud  90 Besgrove Street 
Mornington  2 Queen Street 
Hastings  21 Marine Parade 
Somerville  1085 Frankston-Flinders Road 
 (within Somerville Library)
For office hours or further info: 

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/contact
The information in this publication is of a general nature and is not intended 
to provide a complete discussion on each subject and/or issues canvassed. 
Mornington Peninsula Shire does not accept liability for any statement, opinion, 
errors or omissions contained herein.

Talk to us 
 peninsulawide@mornpen.vic.gov.au 
 5950 1000 or 1300 850 600 
 customerservice@mornpen.vic.gov.au

Editor: Kirsty Hardt 
Graphic designer: Kelly-Maree Newling 
Photographer: Ryan Eckersley 
Cover: Bushrangers Bay, Cape Schanck
Report it online  mornpen.vic.gov.au/reportit
Peninsula Wide is printed on Australian Made vegetable-based inks 
on PEFC certified paper, made carbon neutral, and manufactured 
by a mill with ISO 14001 EMS certification.

Cr Antonella CeliCr Simon Brooks Cr Frank Martin Cr Julie Morris

WatsonSeawinds

Stop the press! We welcome 
the new Mayor of Mornington 
Peninsula Shire, Briars ward 
Councillor Sam Hearn, who was 
elected at the annual Mayoral 
elections as we went to print.
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our place

Celebrating 25 years of Mornington Peninsula Shire
25 years-ago this December the Shires of Flinders, Hastings and Mornington were merged into one, creating a 
brand-new Shire. One which encompassed the entire 192km of coastline, all of the Green Wedge and our 42 unique 
towns and villages. What else could it be called except the Mornington Peninsula Shire. It was a traumatic time for  
many here on the Peninsula who were unsure of what such huge change would bring. Now with 25 years under  
our belt it is timely to reflect on the journey and some milestones over the past quarter of a century.

The Shires of Mornington,  
Flinders and Hastings had  
their origins in four districts: 
Mount Eliza Road District 1860 
Mornington Road District  1860 
Kangerong Road District  1862 
Flinders Road District 1868

Look how much we’ve changed!
Peninsula Wide was launched in 1995 and  
has been delivered to residents ever since. 

In our last edition we asked readers to share their 
thoughts on how we are going. Almost 700 survey 
responses were received and we are now going  
through all the feedback to make sure we deliver  
the news and information you want.
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safe .healthy .sustainable .accessible

food on the Mornington Peninsula
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food on the Mornington Peninsula

safe. healthy. sustainable. accessible

food on the Mornington Peninsula
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Remi&Grub 
Remi&Grub 
Remi

we love 
it when 

you use 
the right 

bin!

we love 
it when 

you use 
the right 

bin!

our place

Boating news 
Shire-managed boat ramps on the 
Mornington Peninsula can now be 
used free of charge. 

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/boatramps

Join the Western Port  
Biosphere Foundation 
Are you passionate about the 
protection of our local environment? 
For just $25 you can join the Western 
Port Biosphere Foundation and help 
create a sustainable future for 
Western Port. Why not join today! 

 biosphere.org.au

What’s my bin day? 
Use our handy ‘find your bin day’ tool 
on our website. Simply enter your 
address to see the date of your next 
collection or download the calendar. 

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/bins

Bin it right
Don’t risk contaminating an entire 
garbage truck with incorrectly sorted 
recycling. To help residents get it right, 
the Shire will be inspecting recycling 
bins and leaving behind a bin tag on 
the bin handle. If you receive a blue 
tag, you are recycling correctly. 
If you receive a red tag, contaminants 
were found in the recycling bin. 
To find out what can and can’t 
go in your recycling bin, visit: 

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/recycling

Vote for your Best Bites
The Best Bites food guide features the 
‘best of the best’ in safe, healthy and 
sustainable food on the Peninsula. 
Grab a free copy or download it online. 
Try out the restaurants and cafes for 
yourself and vote for your favourite in 
the People’s Choice Awards. 

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/bestbites

Keeping a leash on dogs on beaches
Look out for new signage throughout our Shire to help educate dog  
owners on their responsibilities on beaches and reserves. 

Community Safety Officers will be patrolling regularly throughout the daylight 
savings period to ensure dogs are leashed in all public areas (unless in a  
designated off-leash area), and that owners are collecting their dog’s litter 
and ensuring their dogs are behaving correctly in an off-leash area. 
For more information:  mornpen.vic.gov.au/dogsonbeaches

Keep it clean on the Peninsula
Keeping the Peninsula clean for our wildlife, oceans and environment is up 
to everyone. Please make sure you dispose of all your litter correctly and say  
no to single use plastics. If you see a bin that is full and needs attention,  
call  1300 850 600 or report it online at:  mornpen.vic.gov.au/report-it

Jet ski behaviour crackdown
Council is committed to stopping dangerous behaviour by jet ski riders at our 
beaches this summer. With the huge increase in the use of jet skis, they pose 
a substantial safety risk to other people enjoying the water if they are not 
ridden responsibly. Community Safety Officers will be patrolling beaches over 
summer and enforcing correct jet ski behaviours. For Ride Right information: 

 transportsafety.vic.gov.au/msv/pwc

If you have some rubbish or see it on the ground  
– put it in the bins – that’s where Remi and Grub are found. 
Remi loves recycling. Grub gobbles garbage.



Summer 2019 – 20   PENINSULA WIDE  5

Local environmental  
hero recognised  
Congratulations to Peninsula  
local and environmental and litter 
prevention advocate, Josie Jones, 
who has been announced as the 2020 
Victoria Local Hero at the Victorian 
Australian of the Year Awards.

our wellbeing

Is your pool fence 
safe? Get it registered
To reduce the risk of young children 
drowning in home swimming pools 
and spas, the State government is 
making sure all existing pool and 
spa safety barriers meet current 
safety standards.

All owners of swimming pools and 
spas in Victoria must now register their 
existing pool or spa with their Council 
by 1 June 2020. A registration fee is 
set by the State government and there 
are penalties for non-compliance.

After registration owners must 
engage a registered building 
surveyor or building inspector to 
inspect and certify their safety barrier 
for compliance. All certificates of 
compliance must then be lodged  
with Council.

To register your pool or spa, visit 
 mornpen.vic.gov.au/poolregister

For more information about the new 
state government legislation: 

 vba.vic.gov.au/consumers/ 
safety-guides/swimming-pools Between 2002 and 2018, 251 children aged 0-4 years old 

drowned in home swimming pools and spas in Australia

Let’s have a smoke-free Peninsula
Council is committed to reducing the impact of tobacco on our community. 
A new policy has recently been adopted that aims to stop second hand 
smoke exposure and greatly reduce the amount of butt litter, which is 
made from plastic. Community consultation and planning is in motion 
to make all Shire owned and managed land smoke free. 

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/smokefree

We’re all Proud on the Peninsula
The Peninsula’s LGBTIQA+ community have celebrated a month-long 
exhibition of local art at Oak Hill Gallery, titled Proud on the Peninsula - 
LGBTIQA+ Lives in the Frame. The event was supported by Mornington 
Peninsula Shire and Frankston Headspace and funded by the Victorian 
Government Equality Branch.

Magical sea exhibition 
14 December – 23 February 
Don’t miss Mornington Peninsula 
Regional Gallery’s immersive 
exhibition about the power of 
the sea in human imagination - 
Sublime Sea: Rapture and Reality, 
featuring iconic Australian paintings, 
sculpture, photography, film 
and the decorative arts. 

 mprg.mornpen.vic.gov.au
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In August the Mornington Peninsula Shire Council officially declared a climate emergency.
A climate emergency is a call for immediate and urgent action to reverse global warming. It recognises the significant 
damage climate change is causing to our economy, society and environment and that urgent action is required by all.

The Shire is now developing a community-supported Climate Emergency Plan outlining clear targets, outcomes, estimated 
budgets and timeframes for the Peninsula.

What will the plan do? 
The plan will clearly state what Council wants to 
achieve to minimise climate change and how  
we are all going to achieve this.

• Reduce greenhouse gas emissions to net zero 
within the Mornington Peninsula Shire

• Prepare the Mornington Peninsula community 
for the unavoidable impacts of climate change

• Embed Climate Emergency Action in Council operations
• Advocate to State and Federal governments
• Support community to take leadership within the region
• Advocate emergency preparedness in the community

What the Shire is already doing

• Reducing emissions towards achieving Carbon 
Neutral accreditation in Council operations by 2021

• Developing resources and actions to engage 
community to reduce emissions and build resilience

• Preparing an Environmentally Sustainable Design 
Policy to be introduced into the Planning Scheme

• Developing a strategy to maximise resource 
recovery and zero waste to landfill

• Working to grow access to alternate and 
sustainable water for agricultural use

  mornpen.vic.gov.au/climatechange

We need to take urgent action for our future
We’ve declared a Climate Emergency

Source: Victorian Coastal Climate report,  marineandcoasts.vic.gov.au

Increased 
temperatures

Rising 
sea level

More hot days 
and warm spells

Harsher fire 
weather and 
longer fire 
seasons

More frequent 
and intense 
downpours

Warmer 
and more 
acidic seas

Less rainfall 
in winter 
and spring

Increased 
frequency/height 
of extreme 
sea levels

Climate change impacts

Back row: Crs Bryan Payne and Hugh Fraser 
Front row: Crs Kate Roper, Rosie Clark and Mayor David GillCr Simon Brooks



Summer 2019 – 20   PENINSULA WIDE  7our connectivity

Better Buses feedback
Since the Better Buses campaign was launched by 
Council in August, more than 68,000 people have 
engaged with us about it on Facebook, watched the 
campaign videos or have written their stories on 
the Better Buses postcards.

Your feedback has allowed the Shire to understand 
attitudes, opinions and concerns of the Peninsula 
community regarding the bus network on the 
Mornington Peninsula.

Also, since launching the campaign, both Mayor Gill 
and CEO John Baker have met with the Minister for  
Public Transport, the Hon. Melissa Horne MP and  
called on the State government to provide a better  
public transport system on the Peninsula.

Council is calling on residents to continue to support 
the campaign via social media (#betterbuses) or by 
dropping a Better Buses postcard at one of its 
30 collection boxes across the Shire.

New locations for postcard boxes include 
Bunnings in Hastings and Mornington and 
Pelican Park Recreation Centre. 

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/betterbuses

High priority works in Tootgarook
The Shire has listened to community concerns 
and is undertaking a road and drainage upgrade 
project for Wilkinson Street and Carmichael Street 
in Tootgarook. The area has been identified as a 
high priority site for upgrade under the Federal 
government’s Roads to Recovery Program. 

The project includes rehabilitation and upgrade of 
the existing roadways, formalisation of on street 
parking areas in the vicinity of Tootgarook Primary 
School, and the installation of appropriate drainage 
to address the ongoing drainage issues.

Bayview Road footpath
Construction is due to begin early 2020 on a footpath along 
Bayview Road between the Rosebud retirement village and 
Lonsdale street. The new path will close the missing link 
between the retirement village and the beach and shops, 
providing residents with a safe, easy pathway to community 
facilities and support and encourage increased mobility 
and a healthier lifestyle.

This project was identified as a priority from the Footpath 
Construction Strategy. It is estimated to cost approximately 
$500,000 and is funded by Council. 

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/majorprojects

Mayor David Gill, Minister for Public Transport the 
Hon. Melissa Horne MP and CEO John Baker

Shocking road trauma on the Peninsula
Urgent action is required to prevent fatal accidents and 
serious injury on our roads on the Peninsula. Council is 
fighting for safer roads, including upgrading of intersections 
and road shoulders, safer speed limits and investigating 
innovative ways to reduce road trauma on the Peninsula.

Council is working with the Monash University Accident 
Research Centre, Police and other emergency services, the 
Transport Accident Commission, Department of Transport 
and local road safety groups to improve road safety.

• Safer Roads/Roadsides

• Safer Vehicles

• Safer People

• Safer Speeds
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Balcombe Estuary sediment minimisation
Council intends to build a stormwater treatment plant for Balcombe 
Estuary to capture sediment during stormwater events. It will also catch 
street litter and other pollutants that would otherwise end up in the 
Balcombe Estuary system. Detailed design for the project is underway 
and Council would like to thank BERG – the Balcombe Estuary Reserves 
Group, for their untiring work looking after this precious asset.

South Beach 
toilet block
The new toilet block at Mt Martha’s 
South Beach is finished and ready for 
summer. There are now three unisex 
cubicles, one which is accessible, 
plus a drinking fountain and salt-rinse 
shower. Designed to reflect the iconic 
beach boxes it sits next to, it’s sure to 
be welcomed by locals and visitors 
alike at this popular beach.
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Briars

Parking is a problem all across our Shire! Our Mount Eliza residents have had a real change in 
their parking problems since the renovation of a large supermarket in the village. Council held a 
community meeting with residents in Clarkestown Avenue and Dalsten Grove, where more than  
100 people attended. As a result parking restrictions have been implemented, making for much 
happier residents. An added outcome was a small path and seating bench on the corner of  
Dalsten Grove and Canadian Bay Road.

The Shire is also doing a full parking strategy for the whole of the village to plan for  
future parking extensions and to make parking areas more effective and efficient. 

 0437 152 991    rosie.clark@mornpen.vic.gov.au

There are always a lot of projects on the go in Briars ward, all of which require genuine community 
consultation before they even get started. Once a project does get the green light, so begins 
careful planning and design to ensure the outcome is actually what the community wants. In my 
experience the projects that are really successful are the ones that involve close cooperation and 
collaboration between residents, Council and any other stakeholders. Recent examples of this 
include the Alexandra Park redevelopment and the Mornington Community House, which I’m 
confident will serve our community well when complete.  

 0437 170 083    sam.hearn@mornpen.vic.gov.au

Building a path that connects Mornington to the Peninsula Link Trail along the Mornington Tourist 
Rail is a ‘missing link’ in our cycling and walking network and something that would be of great 
benefit to our community. Councillors and the Mornington Community Safelink Group have been 
speaking with many stakeholders in the community and meeting regularly to ensure this project 
gets done. Our new Coastal Advisory Groups in Mount Martha, Mornington and Mount Eliza are 
also up and running. They will assist the Shire in planning and management of our coastal areas 
and share their valuable local knowledge. Best wishes to all for Christmas and the year to come. 

 0418 506 638    bev.colomb@mornpen.vic.gov.au
Cr Bev Colomb

Deputy Mayor 
Cr Rosie Clark

Cr Sam Hearn

In the works
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Narambi Reserve
Narambi Reserve in Mornington 
will get a second oval as a high 
priority. Following consultation with 
stakeholders such as the nearby 
local primary school and the Special 
Development School, detailed design 
is underway to construct an AFL/
cricket oval, a multi-use hard court 
and a new car park and pathways. 
The new oval will cater for increased 
demand for AFL facilities and support 
the growth of sport in Mornington. 

Mornington 
Community House
After much collaboration with 
stakeholders, works are due to get 
underway on a new Mornington 
Community House facility at Wilsons 
Road that will include a large central 
kitchen space, wet area arts activity 
space, an IT learning centre and child 
care. The project is supported by a 
$2.05 million grant through the State 
government’s Growing Suburbs Fund.

Alexandra Park
The redevelopment of Alexandra Park 
in Mornington is a fantastic example 
of collaboration between Council, 
sporting groups and government 
which has resulted in an innovative 
design that will serve the wider 
community. The existing pavilion 
will be replaced with a new facility 
incorporating consulting suites and  
a rehabilitation centre for the local 
Bays Hospital, while also renewing  
the change rooms and amenities.

Kaufland development rejected
A fantastic result for local business, the community and Council with the rejection of the proposed Kaufland 
development in Mornington by the state government. A huge thank you to our community for your efforts in achieving 
this great outcome. It’s a fabulous example of community and Council working successfully together to protect the 
unique characteristics of the Peninsula.

Hands up if you love roses
The Mornington Botanical Rose 
Gardens is calling for volunteers to 
join its small, but dedicated group of 
volunteers who tend to the over 4,000 
rose plants across its 1.7 hectares of 
land. To join them, contact: 

 morningtonroses@gmail.com 
 0459 032 497

Mount Eliza Neighbourhood 
House turns 40
Mount Eliza Neighbourhood House 
has celebrated its 40-year anniversary 
with cake and morning tea, 
acknowledging the staff, volunteers 
and supporters who have made it  
such a vibrant part of the community.

Meals on Wheels delivers 
for our community
The Shire celebrated National Meals 
on Wheels Day by holding morning 
teas at Rosebud, Mornington and 
Hastings to say thank you to the 140 
volunteers who deliver 73,000 meals to 
400 clients on the Peninsula each year.

Tanti Creek signs
The Mornington Peninsula Shire and 
Tanti Creek Friends have collaborated 
on new interpretive signs now installed 
at two sites along Tanti Creek in 
Mornington. The signs feature the 
history and natural environment of  
the creek with illustrations by local 
artist Rachel Earea.

Pillars update
Track closures and updated signage 
are among recent steps taken by the 
Shire to reduce erosion and warn 
visitors of cliff instability. Nearby streets 
will be patrolled regularly to monitor 
illegal parking and issue infringements. 
Use the reporting system on the Pillars 
page of our website to report issues. 
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Our communities represent 
who we are in Cerberus 
ward, such as our values 
and expectations. We are 
fortunate to have so many 
opportunities to contribute 
to our decision-making 
and connect with other 
people in our community. 
I’d encourage everyone to 
come to a Cerberus ward 
meeting and be involved. 

I’m there to listen to your concerns, your thoughts on 
local issues or ideas for the future. Look out for details 
of the next ward meeting in February.

With the warmer weather now here, it’s also time  
to get out and about and enjoy all our community 
has to offer. Take a stroll down to your local shops 
and support the retailers there, walk the dog along 
the foreshore or have a swim at Pelican Park. It’s 
a fabulous facility with everything from swimming 
classes, gym programs, school holiday programs  
or water play zone for the kids.

Also please get down to the foreshore for our annual 
Christmas Carols on 6 December – it’s a beautiful 
family event organised by the Western Port Chamber 
of Commerce and lots of fun for all. 

 0437 134 168    kate.roper@mornpen.vic.gov.au

Cr Kate Roper

Volunteering made  
easy in Hastings
You can now drop in to the Volunteering Information 
Hub at the Western Port Community Support Centre 
to chat with a volunteer about how to volunteer, the 
benefits of giving back to the community and how to 
find a volunteering opportunity that is right for you!

Volunteers benefit from the experience of giving 
something back through a sense of accomplishment, 
personal growth, recognition, learning, skills and work 
experience and most of all making a difference.

Volunteering Information Hub 
Western Port Community Support Centre 
Reception B, 185 High Street, Hastings 
10am – 3pm, Monday to Friday
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Cerberus

Streetscape works
Stony Point Road shops
The shopping strip on Stony Point Road in Crib 
Point has been allocated funding for streetscape 
improvements under the Shire’s Placemaking program.

The works will improve the look and the feel of the 
street, make it more welcoming for all and ultimately 
help retailers attract more customers.

The streetscape is being planned and co-designed 
with the traders of the local shops to ensure it meets 
the local community wishes and adds to the local 
character, ensuring the shopping strip, recreational 
reserve and train station areas work collectively as a 
great community local place. The works will consist of 
hard landscaping, new exposed aggregate concrete 
footpath and trade out space for the shops, street 
furniture, bike racks and bins and soft landscaping  
with new street trees and feature garden beds.

High Street, Hastings
Construction works along High Street will pause over 
December and January to avoid disruption to the 
commercial precinct during the holiday period. The 
next stage of the streetscape master plan between 
Queen and Victoria Streets will then be followed by 
works between Salmon Street and Marine Parade. 
Works on O’Toole Walk and Fisherman’s Lane  
(at right) are complete, with a further three laneways 
in design stage. A mural in memory of Dermot 
O’Toole has also been installed, created by artists 
Justine Wallace and Rebecca Kocass from Flo 
Collaborations. Car park works in King Street are 
also progressing.
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Australia Day celebrations
The Hastings foreshore will come alive with free 
entertainment and activities on Australia Day, including:
• the very best Emu Plains Market stallholders 
• free kids’ rides and activities all day 
• free community barbecue breakfast 
• live local entertainment from Matt Katsis, The Whisky 

Gypsies and the Western Port Regional Band 
• official proceedings including flag raising ceremony  

by the Tingira Navy Cadets, welcome by local member 
and address by our Australia Day ambassador.

In the works
Barcoo Street Reserve playground
Construction is due to begin on a new playground, 
barbecue picnic area, shelter and landscaping in the 
council reserve at Barcoo Street in Hastings. As the 
site is in a sensitive heritage area, a Cultural Heritage 
Management Plan has been obtained.

Hastings Seniors Learning Hub
Construction for the new Hastings Seniors Learning Hub 
has begun. Works will incorporate the Hastings Senior 
Citizens centre and the University of the Third Age into one 
building and include a dedicated computer room, two new 
offices and upgrade of the kitchen.

Changing Places toilet
King Street, Hastings, has Mornington Peninsula’s third 
specialised all-accessible Changing Places toilet cubicle. 
The new public toilet also includes six unisex cubicles – 
four of them with ambulant facilities.

It’s playtime!
The kids at Bittern Pre-school 
are jumping for joy over their 
new playground.

Young children learn 
through exploration, 
climbing, jumping, digging 
and using their imagination, 
and the new play elements 
provide a great environment 
to do just that.

Crib Point pool change rooms
The Crib Point Pool is open for summer and boasting a complete renovation of the change rooms, including toilets, 
showers, ceilings and wall linings. Come down for a swim, relax on the grass and enjoy the new facilities.
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Crs Hugh Fraser and Bryan Payne
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Nepean

During summer, many swimmers and jet ski riders share 
the water – often at close proximity. Council shares 
significant community concerns about the increased 
presence of jet skis in shared boating and swimming 
zones where riders often fail to observe the five-knot 
speed limit and are frequently entering swimming only 
zones. Council is calling on the Victorian government 
to introduce a range of measures regarding personal 
safety, noise and threats to marine wildlife. Community 
Safety Officers will be patrolling beaches over summer 
and enforcing correct jet ski behaviours.

Many residents and retailers have also shared with us 
their frustrations with car parking in Sorrento. Council is 
seeking to apply a car parking overlay to the township 
to help address this. This will enable Council to collect 
financial contributions from new developments 
within the centre, which over time will be used to 
provide additional car parking. A planning scheme 
amendment will be required, and the community  
will be asked for their views.   

 0428 258 354  hugh.fraser@mornpen.vic.gov.au 
 0437 193 039  bryan.payne@mornpen.vic.gov.au

In the works

Coppin Road footpath
Works along the Coppin Road footpath between Melbourne Road and Point Nepean Road are complete, with a 
safe pedestrian passage now linking the two roads. Coppin Road has also been widened to allow for the many 
bus movements at school drop off and pick up times at the local primary school. Other upgrades include better 
bus stop waiting areas, a pedestrian refuge crossing on Melbourne Road, raised platforms for traffic calming and 
retaining walls where necessary. The project was jointly funded by Council ($282,239), property owners through a 
Special Charge Scheme ($170,461) and the Federal government’s Roads to Recovery program ($450,000).

Rye Primary School 
unveils new mural
Being a young student can be an emotional time, but 
children from Rye Primary School picked up their paint 
brushes and used art to help express their feelings.
In partnership with Mornington Peninsula Shire Youth 
Services, the students have created a stunning mural on 
the school grounds.
• Large waves: fear
• Mountains: small steps that can make a big difference
• Gusts of wind: the speed at which emotions can strike 

and then pass
• Rays of sunshine: relief and warmth after anxiety
• Flames and fire: the heat and speed of anger
• Spirals: sadness and negative thinking
• Seeds and flowers: growth, change and confidence.
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New location for 
breastfeeding 
drop-in service
Our breastfeeding drop-in service has 
moved from Rye Child and Family 
Health Centre to Tootgarook. It’s still 
a free service with no appointment 
required. If you experience any 
challenges when breastfeeding 
and want support, please visit us.

Mondays from 1 – 3.30pm 
(except public holidays) 
Tootgarook Child and Family Health 
Centre, 22/24 Barry Street, Tootgarook

For more information or to 
view the full program visit: 

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/familyhealth

Sail away
Sailing season has begun on the 
Mornington Peninsula with Rye Yacht 
Club, Blairgowrie Yacht Squadron 
and Sorrento Sailing Couta Boat Club 
encouraging new members to come 
down and get involved.

Living on the Peninsula, getting 
out on the water is just so easy. 
There’s everything from learn to sail 
programs for all ages, social sailing, 
competition and just enjoying the 
social side of things.

It's play time for young and old
A new joint garden between the Rye Pre-school and Rye Community House 
has created an intergenerational space where little people and big people 
play together. Recent works that received Shire funding included new 
fencing to join the two front gardens, accessible paths, new bench seats 
and landscaping. Now visitors to the Community House and kinder kids can 
spend time together, whether having lunch or enjoying the sunshine.

Sorrento 
streetscape works
The $830,000 George Street and 
Ocean Beach Road streetscape 
works in Sorrento are complete, 
including a new exposed aggregate 
concrete surface, installation 
of street furniture (at left), 
asphalting, landscaping and 
a new feature sculpture.

Romney Park 
Tootgarook
Works will soon be underway 
to reseal, line mark and install a 
basketball/netball hoop at Romney 
Park Reserve, complimenting 
the new playground there. 

Police Point 
Cottage 6 update
The heritage-listed Superintendent’s 
Cottage at Police Point in Portsea 
is set to undergo a much-needed 
$550,000 refurbishment.

The proposed works include repairs 
to the roof and drainage system; 
waterproofing of the building; 
provision of power and sewer 
connections to the building; exterior 
repairs to weatherboards, doors and 
windows; painting inside and out; 
installation of new bathroom and 
other amenities and various other 
repair works. A contractor has been 
appointed to complete these works 
and will commence once the Cultural 
Heritage Management Plan is signed 
off by the Aboriginal Land Council.
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Conservation policies for 
the Peninsula’s rural area, 
now called Green Wedge, 
were first introduced by the 
State government more 
than 40 years ago.

The special role and 
character of the Green 
Wedge continues to be 
highly valued by both our 
local community and the 

wider population of Melbourne.

It is prized for its outstanding natural beauty, diverse 
landscapes, cultural heritage, habitat value and the fact 
it is an important $1.2 billion food bowl for Victoria.

The Green Wedge comprises 70 per cent of the Shire 
and is surrounded by 210 kilometres of coastline. 
Council is determined to protect the Green Wedge 
through a raft of methods including those budget 
measures outlined below.

The recently adopted Coastal Villages and 
Neighbourhood Character town planning policies add 
to the protection of the most-loved features of the 
Peninsula’s rural lifestyle from insensitive development.

The Green Wedge and the urban growth boundary 
around our 42 towns and villages are essential to why 
we love living on the Peninsula. 

 0437 129 016    david.gill@mornpen.vic.gov.au

Red Hill

Mayor Cr David Gill
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Six-year-old Rupert 
creates a buzz at Council
Rupert, a six-year-old student from Somers Primary 
School, has been a busy bee gathering more than 100 
signatures on a petition to save bees. Rupert made a 
formal presentation at a Mornington Peninsula Shire 
Council meeting where he called on Council to prevent the 
poisoning of local bees. 120 signatures from local school 
children and residents supported Rupert’s concerns.

Councillor Mayor David Gill presented Rupert with a  
bee hotel, which mimics the natural habitat of many 
types of native bees and helps counteract the global 
decline of bee populations due to urban growth and  
our horticultural practices.

Mayor Gill thought it was fantastic to meet a young,  
like-minded bee lover and applauded his commitment  
to protecting our precious bee population.

Protecting the Green Wedge through Rates strategy
Conservation Land Rate: 
A 25% discount on Rates 
for properties two hectares 
or greater was introduced 
to encourage best practice 
biodiversity and conservation 
land management.

Viability of Farming: Farmers 
receive a 65% Rates discount partly 
because of the benefit they bring in 
protecting the Green Wedge from 
insensitive development.

Rural Living Rate: This is a 20% 
surcharge on Rates for properties 
of less than two hectares because 
of the inherent benefits they receive 
from living in the Green Wedge.

Improvements in the environment: 
Council has also allocated additional 
$360,000 for improving roadside 
vegetation and environmental works

Consolidation of Titles 
Grants: Council is offering 
$5,000 grants to those 
with multiple titles in the 
Green Wedge Zone who 
consolidate their titles.
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Doing Justice on the Peninsula
A little group hosted by St Mark’s Church in Balnarring 
is taking local action to help battle injustice and fight for 
those who need a helping hand. Help ranges from food 
collection to advocacy for the astonishing number of 
elderly women who are homeless on the Peninsula. 
The failure of State and Federal governments to 
address their social responsibilities means these doing 
justice groups are springing up on the Peninsula.

Balnarring and Main Ridge Fairs
Our residents are passionate about sustainable living 
and this passion and dedication was on show at both 
the Balnarring Primary School Community Sustainability 
Fair and Main Ridge Fair Day. Both are fabulous 
community events that encapsulate the values and 
way of life in Red Hill ward. A huge thank you to the 
many volunteers who made these events possible 
and to our community for their support.

Presentation Family Centre open to the public
Presentation Family Respite Centre, located at the end of Balnarring 
Beach Road, is inviting community groups, organisations and the  
general public to make use of its community centre. Known as 
Nanospace, the centre is available for guest and community hire  
at a very reasonable cost. It is perfect for workshops or retreats  
and can be booked as part of a package with a group booking  
or separately for community use. 

 presentationfamilycentre.org.au 
 presfamilyholidays@bigpond.com 
 5983 1819

Heritage review
A review of properties with heritage 
significance begins soon in Red Hill ward 
across our Green Wedge, townships 
and villages. The aim of the review is to 
identify any gaps in the previous heritage 
study which was conducted many 
years ago. Identified items including 
buildings and trees will be protected by 
the Heritage Overlay in the Mornington 
Peninsula Shire planning scheme.

Flinders Civic Hall
The Mornington Peninsula Shire Council has been 
working closely with a range of key stakeholders 
in the redevelopment of the Flinders Civic Hall. 

During the initial community and stakeholder consultation 
process, it became clear this project is more than just  
a building refurbishment. It has provided an opportunity  
to assess the services and activities needs and gaps  
and what else should be considered as part of a  
broader conversation.

Feedback identified that it should:
• Be complimentary to the local character of the township
• Not lead to any over-development
• Maintain open space opportunities for 

locals and visitors to meet and recreate

We’ve taken on board all feedback for an improved 
community facility in Flinders. We are now inviting the 
Flinders community to provide their feedback on the 
concept plans to ensure that any development is  
what the community wants.



16  PENINSULA WIDE   July 2018

The festive season is coming around and the southern Peninsula bursts with community  
activities as we count down to the holidays, Christmas and New Year. It’s a time when we  
look forward to Christmas Carols and Australia Day celebrations in Rosebud and Dromana  
along with the iconic Peninsula Film Festival, fabulous markets, live music and events that  
make our commercial precincts vibrant for locals and visitors to enjoy. Wishing you all the  
very best for the summer festive season. 

 0408 974 143    antonella.celi@mornpen.vic.gov.au

It is fantastic to see the construction of the Rosebud Aquatic Centre motoring ahead.  
Years of planning, advocacy, negotiation and hard work by Councillors has culminated in  
this project finally going ahead. The finished facility will be an absolute boon for our residents,  
with therapeutic pools to ease aching joints, learn to swim programs for our kids, gym programs  
to keep fit and much more. It really will help change people’s lives for the better.  
I am looking forward to the opening in late 2020 with great anticipation. 

 0437 153 578    frank.martin@mornpen.vic.gov.au

Seawinds

Cr Simon Brooks

Cr Antonella Celi

Cr Frank Martin

In the works
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Rosebud 
Aquatic Centre
Giant drilling rigs, earthmovers 
and concrete trucks have been 
busy at the site of the Rosebud 
Aquatic Centre, preparing the 
foundations of the new state-of-
the-art facility on the corner of 
Boneo Road and Besgrove Street.

To keep up to date with news on 
the Rosebud Aquatic Centre, visit: 

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/
rosebudaquatic

The Association for Building Community in Dromana and the Dromana Industrial Association 
are advocating for a precinct plan to be developed for the south and south east of the Dromana 
township. This area is under a process of significant change and takes-in the northern slopes of 
Arthurs Seat, the industrial estate and land in the immediate vicinity.

Following a community meeting in May where this and other activities occurring and proposed  
were discussed, feedback from those in attendance was collated and is being developed into a 
draft for community discussion with the aim to present this to Council for action. 

 0437 174 486    simon.brooks@mornpen.vic.gov.au
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Boundary Road car 
park extension
Works are soon to be completed  
on a new car park layout at the 
Boundary Road shops in Dromana.  
A new pedestrian refuge island is also 
being installed with pathway links to 
Hillview Reserve. The upgrades will 
improve safety and parking capacity 
at the shops, which are a popular 
spot for our growing mountain biking 
community and families.

New netball courts for 
southern Peninsula
Construction of six dedicated 
competition standard outdoor netball 
courts will begin soon at Truemans 
Road Recreation Reserve. The $1.1 
million project is funding by the 
Mornington Peninsula Shire and 
Sport and Recreation Victoria. Design 
plans for the redevelopment of the 
netball courts of the Dromana Football 
Netball Club and Dromana Netball 
Club are also expected in March 2020.

Safety Beach 
rock wall
The rock wall south of the Safety 
Beach Sailing Club is in need of 
reconstruction and repair. 

Works are planned for February  
and March next year when there  
are typically fewer storms and the 
beach has the most amount of  
sand to work from.

Police Remembrance Day
A Police Remembrance Day ceremony has 
been held at the Rosebud RSL to express the 
community’s gratitude and thanks to all serving 
police officers and to pay tribute to those who 
have died in the line of duty. Every day, our police 
men and women put their lives on the line to 
protect and help us. Some have made the  
ultimate sacrifice. We will remember them.

Hip hip hooray
The Rosebud Toy Library recently 
celebrated its 40th anniversary – with 
cake of course! The toy library has a 
huge collection of toys and games 
available for families to borrow that 
help children to play and learn while 
also promoting sustainability. It is 
run by volunteers and supported by 
the Shire. New members are always 
welcome. Fun fact: the most popular 
toy at the moment is an orange 
garbage truck that has been borrowed 
69 times in the past five years.

Pop-up plaza for Rosebud
The Shire is funding and working with the Rosebud 
Chamber of Commerce and local traders in planning a 
pop-up public park in the service lane of the Rosebud 
shopping strip. The plaza-style park will create a village 
atmosphere, be a great place to meet and socialise, 
activate the shopping precinct and showcase businesses 
in the area. The shared zone will be closed to traffic during 
the pop-up, with alternative parking plans to be advised. 

Feeling safe and sound
The Rosebud Police Senior 
Citizens Register has been running 
for almost 25 years offering a 
free service aimed at promoting 
confident and secure living to 
seniors in our community. Volunteers 
make welfare checks on anyone 
who has registered for the service, 

either by phone or a house call, 
and home security audits are also 
available. The Register is a proactive 
police strategy that aims to make 
elderly people feel safer, maintain 
contact if requested and to create 
a closer relationship with volunteers 
and the community.
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Summertime on the 
Peninsula means enjoying 
the water, whether it’s  
at the beach, the pool  
or out boating. 

Please remember to stay 
safe around water this 
summer – always swim 
between the flags at 
patrolled beaches and be 
prepared when boating, 

including checking weather hazards and conditions, 
letting someone know before you go and maintaining 
your vessel and safety equipment ship shape.

After a call-out for volunteers, it was fabulous to 
hear that the first working bee of the newly-formed 
Friends of Oliver’s Creek Bushland Reserve was 
a great success. The team cleared a mountain of 
Pittosporum, bridal creeper and other weeds as well 
as collecting large bags of rubbish. Thank you to all 
involved and keep up the great work caring for this 
important piece of our natural environment.

Council is also assessing the Tyabb Guide Hall  
and will look at the scope of works required to  
update this important community space. 

 0437 156 531    julie.morris@mornpen.vic.gov.au

Cr Julie Morris
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Watson

In the works
Baxter Somerville bike path
Council is pushing ahead with planning and design for 
the Baxter Somerville bike path to provide residents with 
the ‘missing link’ in the Western Port Bay Trail network. 
The new 4.64km path will connect the townships of Baxter 
and Somerville to the Peninsula Link Trail and will cost 
approximately $6 million.

The Shire has received a $2 million Federal government 
commitment to this project and is advocating for funding 
support from the State government.

Barber Reserve
This year the Mornington Peninsula Shire has allocated 
$80,000 for the upgrade of Barber Reserve playground in 
Somerville. The design process has begun for the additions 
to the area and plans to include some lovely natural items 
for children to explore.

Somerville Active Rec Hub update
Great news for families in Watson ward with an important 
milestone reached in the progress towards a new facility to 
replace the skate park that was demolished to make way 
for the Somerville Recreation Centre expansion.

The concept design plan for a new Active Recreation Hub 
at Fruit Growers Reserve has been adopted by Council. 
This means detailed design can now begin and budget  
put in place for construction.

The concept plan was developed after extensive  
community consultation and includes the most popular 
features from the feedback, such as an open bowl-style 
skatepark with banked and transitioned obstacles for 
different skill levels, a parkour area, trampolines,  
four square, multi-sport court and social areas.

Further information will be available 
as this exciting project progresses.

Pier to Pier for our Peers
Councillor Julie Morris is jumping in the deep end to help 
support her fellow members of the police force and to raise 
money and awareness for mental health and post-traumatic 
stress disorder among current serving members.

Julie and a colleague Daniel Burton have organised the Pier 
to Pier for our Peers event and will swim 10 kilometres from 
Frankston pier to Mornington pier on Wednesday 8 January 
to help members get the help and early intervention 
needed to deal with serious mental health issues.

“We spend all our days helping others but who helps us 
when we need it most?” said Julie. “We have to stand (or 
swim) together and believe we can save each other’s lives, 
because any life lost to suicide as a direct result of the job 
we do is not good enough.”

Their aim is to raise $10,000 – that’s $1000 per kilometre 
from the swim. To show your support and donate please 
jump online at the Go Fund Me address below.  

 gofundme.com/pier-to-pier-for-our-peers

“We will swim as far  
as it takes to show you 
that you never ever have  
to drown in anything  
you're going through.”
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Free immunisation service
The Shire’s immunisation service 
is now operating out of the new 
Somerville Recreation Centre. 
The service is free with no 
bookings required. We have a 
range of session times available 
across the Peninsula to meet the 
needs of our families. Visit: 

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/immunisation 
 5950 1099

Child care at 
Somerville 
Recreation Centre
Did you know there is a new 
licensed child care centre 
at the Somerville Recreation 
Centre? The fantastic 
new dedicated child care 
centre offers 90 minute and 
three-hour occasional care 
programs for families to use 
as and when they need. It’s 
a great service in a beautiful 
new room with outdoor space 
for games and play as well. 
The centre is open Monday to 
Friday from 9am to 12pm. 

 5974 7800

Welcome aboard
Congratulations to the crew at Blacks 
Camp Pre-school as they take their 
first ‘voyage’ in their new playground 
which is now more inclusive for all.

Mayor Councillor David Gill and 
Councillor Julie Morris were invited 
aboard to celebrate the new space. 
The $200,000 project was led by the 
Pre-school, supported by the Shire, 
and funded by the State government.

Local students’ 
community work 
experience
VCAL students from Flinders Christian 
Community College have been busy 
breathing new life into the Roy Flood 
Reserve in Tyabb.
Working with the Mornington 
Peninsula Shire’s Natural Systems 
officer, the students have planted 
native trees along the reserve 
boundary and constructed and 
installed a new picnic table with the 
assistance of the Baxter Men’s Shed. 
Next to come will be the installation 
of bird and bat boxes that the boys 
have built. The project was assisted 
by the Tyabb and District Ratepayers 
Group and the Rotary Club of 
Somerville Tyabb.



December
6 December

Hastings by the Bay Carols 
Hastings Foreshore Reserve
Balnarring Christmas Carols  
and Movie Night 
Balnarring Civic Court Reserve

7 December
Winefolk The Briars, Mount Martha
Light the Night 
Hastings Foreshore Reserve

8 December
Carols in the Park 
Tyabb Central Recreation Reserve
Sorrento Christmas Concert 
Sorrento Foreshore

12 December
Carols on the Green 
Mount Eliza Village Green

13 December
Somerville Carols by Candlelight 
Fruit Growers Reserve

14 December
Carols on the Hill 
Red Hill Recreation Reserve

15 December
Mount Martha Cricket Club Carols 
Ferrero Reserve
Mount Martha South Beach Market  
Mount Martha Community House 
Parade Lawn

21 December
Christmas Carols in the Park 
Mornington Park
Rosebud Christmas Carols 
Rosebud Village Green

22 December
Mount Eliza Farmers Market 
Mount Eliza Community Centre

23 December
Mount Martha Carols by Candlelight 
Mount Martha Community House

24 December
Carols by Candlelight in the Park 
359A Point Nepean Road, Dromana

January
1 January

New Year’s Day picnic in the park 
Mornington Park

3 January
Emergency Expo Rosebud Foreshore
My Pop-Up Market  
Sorrento Cricket Club 
David MacFarlan Reserve

4 – 11 January
Sorrento Rotary Art Show 
Sorrento Community Centre

11 January
The Rye Gift and Family Fun Day 
RJ.Rowley Recreation Reserve
NinchFest 
St Andrews Beach Recreation Club

12 January
Rye Seaside Scavenge  
Rye Foreshore
Two Bays Trail Run 
Visitors Info Centre Dromana  
to Cape Schanck

17 – 26 January
Mornington Rotary Art Show 
Peninsula Community Theatre

19 January
Australia Day celebration 
Rye Foreshore
Sorrento Bay Swim  
Sorrento Foreshore 

25 January
Red Hill free barbecue  
and Indigenous walks 
Corner Shoreham Road and  
Point Leo Road, Red Hill

26 January
Australia Day celebrations
• Mornington Park
• Hastings Foreshore
• Rye Foreshore
• Dromana Foreshore
• Mount Eliza Village Green
• Rosebud Village Green
• Sorrento Bowls Club
• Sorrento Portsea RSL

Mount Martha Australia Day Swim 
Mount Martha Lifesaving Club

February
1 February

Peninsula Film Festival 
Rosebud Village Green
Gig on the Green 
Mount Eliza Village Green

15 February
Mornington Coast Walk  
to support FightMND 
Mornington Park

16 February 
Carl and Eric’s Family Day 
The Briars, Mount Martha

What’s on For an up-to-date list of all events 
 mornpen.vic.gov.au/events

In the event of a Code Red Day  
all events will be cancelled.

Community Grant 
applications Round 2  
Round two of the Shire’s 
Community Grants program 
opens 10 February 2020. If 
you’re a not-for-profit community 
organisation or group planning 
a project after May 2020, now is 
the time to start thinking about 
applying for a community grant.

Community grants can be 
applied for in the categories 
of Creative, Placemaking and 
Support. For more information 
please contact the Shire’s 
Community Development Officer 
– Grants or visit our website: 

 5950 1425 
 mornpen.vic.gov.au/grants


