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I believe Council enhances our
community’s wellbeing by offering 100
important services. These range from
infrastructure like roads, footpaths,
halls and sports reserves, to infant
welfare centres, preschools, senior
citizen clubs, arts and culture, planning
permits, fire safety and amenity
compliance issues such as party
houses, dogs and parking.
No other level of government maintains
such a direct day-to-day connection
with their community. It’s not widely
known that Mornington Peninsula Shire
Council is among the state’s lowest in
property rate charges. Of course, many
issues require attention and part of
our role is to advocate for matters that
concern our community. If something
concerns you, let us know in writing;
copy in Councillors and follow up if
necessary — phone calls aren’t the
best method if a paper trail is required.
As Mayor, I am willing to be
accountable alongside Councillors and
Officers. Your views on wider priorities
and local issues help us resolve
immediate concerns and plan a better
future. Thank you for your contribution.
Councillor David Gill, Mayor
Mornington Peninsula Shire
david.gill@mornpen.vic.gov.au
5950 1428

This National Volunteer Week
(20–26 May) we’ll be celebrating the
thousands of volunteers across the
Peninsula who give up their time to
make a positive difference to our
community and environment.
If you’re considering doing your
part for the community, head online
or visit one of our Volunteering
Mornington Peninsula Information
Hubs in Hastings or Mornington to
chat with a Volunteering Ambassador
about current opportunities.
volmornpen.com.au

Visit us
Rosebud
90 Besgrove Street
Mornington 2 Queen Street
Hastings
21 Marine Parade
Somerville 1085 Frankston-Flinders
Road (within Somerville Library)
For office hours or further info:
mornpen.vic.gov.au/contact
The information in this publication is of a general
nature and is not intended to provide a complete
discussion on each subject and/or issues
canvassed. Mornington Peninsula Shire does
not accept liability for any statement, opinion,
errors or omissions contained herein.

Talk to us
peninsulawide@mornpen.vic.gov.au
5950 1000 or 1300 850 600
customerservice@mornpen.vic.gov.au
Editor: Zoe Dzunko
Graphic designer: Kelly-Maree Newling
Photographer: Ryan Eckersley
Cover: Dromana Beach, mid-afternoon
Report it online
mornpen.vic.gov.au/reportit
Peninsula Wide is printed on Australian Made
vegetable-based inks on PEFC certified paper,
made carbon neutral, and manufactured by
a mill with ISO 14001 EMS certification.

Briars
Mornington Peninsula Shire
acknowledges and pays respect
to the Bunurong/Boon Wurrung
people, the traditional custodians
of these lands and waters.
Cr Bev Colomb
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Cr Frank Martin

1 PENINSULA WIDE Autumn 2019

Seawinds
Ward

Watson
Ward
Cerberus
Ward

Cr David Gill

Watson

Seawinds

Cr Simon Brooks

Briars
Ward

Cr Sam Hearn

Red Hill
Ward

Cr Julie Morris

our shire

Seven-year-old Harrison
Daley, the Shire’s first
and youngest Recycling
Ambassador and
unofficial Recycling
Champion, shows the
impact one person can
have on their community
and the environment.

Little hands make a big impact
We joined Harrison for a spot of beach cleaning and a chat about his passion
for the environment, marine wildlife and the simple ways we can protect the two.
What is the most rubbish you’ve
picked up during a beach clean?
I don’t know but I’m going to guess.
A thousand bits. Probably the big
beach clean at Rye — I found hundreds
of pieces of confetti and I was working
there for about an hour to get all that
confetti up. I also found some bottles.
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What kinds of things do people
leave on the beach?
Mainly cigarettes.
Too many people smoke.
I find quite a lot of glass and bottles.
And plastic, especially little
bits, which are especially dangerous
for the whales, because it might
look like shrimp to the whales —
they’ll die if they eat it.
Why is it important to you that
we look after our environment?
I don’t want the animals to go extinct.

our place

I want to help animals… I really love
animals, because there’s all different
shapes and sizes and colours and they
all have different features. The octopus
is my favourite, because
it can camouflage.

gardening. I was sponsored by some
shops around Mornington.

I hear that your personal hero is
David Attenborough. Why?
Because he helps animals and teaches
me stuff — all about animals and
prehistoric things.
Many people are overwhelmed by
the state of the environment, or don’t
know where to start or how to help.
What would you tell them?
Get out and about and pick up rubbish,
don’t leave litter and put it in the bin.

Do you have a beach clean
planned soon?
Yes, every month on different
Mornington beaches.

Last year you raised more than
$1000 for Sea Shepherd. How?
I did fundraisers and house chores,
like folding the washing and doing the

Where do you see yourself and your
environmental work in years to come?
To help animals. I’d like to become
a marine biologist.

Can you complete the following
phrase? Being an environmental
advocate means you…
Need to pick up rubbish, stop
leaving rubbish and put it in the bin.
What is it to be a recycling champion?
It means to recycle, reuse and reduce.

Passionate about protecting and conserving the Peninsula? Through the Recycling Champions initiative,
we’re empowering our community to get involved and help others recycle right. Anyone over 18 years
of age can become a Recycling Champion. Help make a difference, learn more about recycling, meet
new people and make the Peninsula a better place. No prior knowledge or experience is required,
just a passion for the environment and a willingness to share your ideas. Recycling Champions will
be provided with training, recycling resources and ongoing support from the Shire’s Waste Education
Officer. To learn more or join the initiative, visit us online. mornpen.vic.gov.au/recyclingchampions
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Save the date! Join our annual Waste Forum ‘Our
Waste Future’ for activities, workshops, Q&A with
Shire and industry experts and to hear from keynote
speaker Craig Reucassel. Saturday 11 May, 10am –
2pm, Peninsula Community Theatre, Mornington

Help shape our waste future

Mayor Gill and Cr Simon Brooks with 130 tonne of
recyclables the Shire was forced to landfill.

In February, the EPA shut down our recycling processor
SKM, forcing the Shire and many local Councils to landfill
recyclable material.Thankfully SKM resumed processing in
March. Council is now reviewing our Waste Strategy ahead
of schedule to ensure it reflects industry changes and best
supports our community, operations and environment. We’re
developing a new Strategy with the community, bringing
together ideas on resource recovery and recycling.
Provide your input at the Forward Planning Committee
Meeting 24 April, 6.30pm, Shire Offices, Rosebud.
To RSVP to speak, or for more information visit:
mornpen.vic.gov.au/ourwastefuture

Five tips to reduce your impact
It’s now more important than ever that we review our waste practices and look for ways to work better together for the
environment. Reducing your impact can be as simple as rethinking your habits.

Reduce packaging
Help keep our
environment clean and
safe by creating less
rubbish. Some simple
ideas are to pack
before you go; use
reusable containers
and wrap food in
multi-use cloths such
as beeswax wraps.

Borrow or
buy second hand
Look in your own
home before buying
something new and
consider buying
second-hand items at
your local op shop or
community market.

Give your things
a second life
Repair, swap, donate
or sell items that are
in working / usable
condition. Check out
the Southern Peninsula
Repair Café in Rye.

Going green
It’s that time again! Dispose of your household green waste (all garden
waste and untreated timber) free of charge at any of the Shire’s Resource
Recovery Centres from 3–5 May. This event is for Shire residents and
ratepayers only, so be sure to bring proof of residency such as a driver’s
licence with your current address or your current rates notice. Green waste
must be delivered from residential vehicles and trailers — commercial
vehicles or green waste will not be accepted.
Heads up! Due to demand, delays are to be expected, particularly at the
beginning and end of the day. Consider using our Tyabb site to avoid a
longer wait at Mornington and remember, our Mornington site can only
accept up to 3m3 of green waste per trip.
mornpen.vic.gov.au/greenwaste
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Bring reusable bags
If you need something
new, shop local and
bring reusable bags.
Plastic Bags can take
up to 100 years to
break down and are
often mistaken for food
by marine animals.

Take 3 for the Sea
Did you know 95% of
marine litter comes
from the land? Help
clean up the bay and
protect our marine life
by picking up three
pieces of rubbish.
It only takes a
few minutes!

Don’t forget! From 1 July, all
Electronic Waste — any item
with a plug, cord and/or battery
— will be banned from landfill.
Recycling e-waste is important as
it can leach hazardous substances
into our groundwater, soil and
air if dumped in landfill or stored
inappropriately. It also contains
valuable non-renewable resources
like precious metals, which can be
reused infinitely. Learn more in our
online Waste Disposal Guide.
mornpen.vic.gov.au/
disposalguide

our place

The future of our wetlands: shoring up life sustaining ecosystems
Each year, more than five million birds
migrate from the Arctic to feed, rest
and breed. Many will descend upon
the Western Port Ramsar Wetlands
— a United Nations (UNESCO)
declared special biosphere reserve
of the Western Port catchment
and one of only nine biospheres in
Australia. With populations of migratory
birds disappearing in places such
as Tasmania, the importance and
immediacy of protecting our significant
wetland environments has never been
more apparent. As well, in their unique

capacity to capture and store carbon
— reducing atmospheric greenhouse
gases — and provide resilience to
hazards like flooding, storm surge
and sea level rise, our wetlands
play a consequential role in climate
change mitigation and adaptation.
Nevertheless, these fragile ecosystems
are highly susceptible to climate
change and insensitive development
— this is why we’re advocating for
strong political and planning support
from all levels of government to ensure
they’re insulated from the pressures of

population growth and a
changing climate.
Home to both the Western Port
Ramsar Wetlands and Tootgarook
Wetland, the Peninsula boasts among
its many assets two of Australia’s
most significant wetlands, which in
turn maintain the water quality of our
rivers and recharge groundwater.
Working together as a community to
proactively address climate change in
our own backyard, we can preserve
the very environments that support our
wellbeing, now and into the future.

Get on board
Since 2003, the Mornington
Peninsula and Western Port
Biosphere Reserve Foundation
has worked with the community
to create a sustainable future
for Western Port. Want to help
safeguard some of our most critical
environments? Become a member
and forge connections with other
people who share your passion!
biosphere.org.au

Celebrated annually, international World Wetlands Day marks the anniversary of
the signing of the Convention on Wetlands of International Importance (Ramsar
Convention) in Ramsar, Iran, on 2 February 1971. This year, we recognised World
Wetlands Day by bringing together environmental advocates and key decision
makers across local government and industry to explore Western Port and hear
from a number of passionate experts about preserving this wetland of international
significance and its ramifications for native bird life, sea grasses and mangroves.

We’re united in our vision for
Tootgarook Wetland to be
recognised for its eminent
cultural and environmental values.

planning scheme provisions affecting
the Wetland, make recommendations
to improve and strengthen the
Environmental Significance Overlays,
and prepare guidelines for the
nominated buffer zone.

One of the key priorities of our
Tootgarook Wetland Management
Plan 2018 was to review the extent
of the Wetland, identify a buffer zone
and develop a management strategy.
We recently engaged ecological
experts, Biosis Pty Ltd, to review and
prepare the Draft Extent of Tootgarook
Wetland Report for public exhibition,
which aims to provide a management
strategy to help review the existing

This project represents another key
step towards generating greater
awareness of Tootgarook Wetland’s
significant ecosystem. As one of our
community’s greatest natural assets, we
encourage you provide your thoughts
on the strategy and help us in our
ongoing custodianship of this special
environment. Share your thoughts
online by 5pm Friday 5 April 2019.
mornpen.vic.gov.au/haveyoursay

Tootgarook Wetland

our place
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Keeping our koalas alive
Alarmingly, in early 2000 the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service resolved to list the koala as a threatened species
under the U.S. Endangered Species Act, based on
documented rates of vegetation clearance within the
marsupial’s distribution.
As one of our most recognisable and beloved marsupials,
it’s almost inconceivable that koalas are now considered a
threatened species in NSW and QLD, due to habitat loss,
increased road traffic, dog attacks, climate change and
disease. In Victoria, we’re thus far fortunate to maintain a
more secure koala population — a blessing that carries
responsibility to ensure they continue to flourish in the wild.
A study into the status of koalas on the Mornington Peninsula
initiated by Deakin University in 2016 found 69% of their
habitat is on private property, demonstrating the whole
community is responsible for conservation.

Safe passage for our wildlife
Following successful trials, we’re pleased to welcome
grant funding from the Transport Accident Commission
for electronic advisory signage to alert drivers to areas
with an increased likelihood of wildlife crossings, and
heightened risk of road collisions. Take care when
driving at higher speeds on our rural roads, especially
at the critical times of dawn and dusk.

Pets lost and cared for
Our Community Animal Shelter
and Pound is open to the public
seven days a week, 363 days
a year and provides a safe
and caring environment for
furry friends lost and found.

Fragmentation of habitat is a serious issue for koala
conservation. The distance between vegetation means that
a koala must spend much of its time on the ground moving
between trees, primarily along roadsides and fence lines,
at constant risk of being hit by cars or dog attack. For this
reason, maintaining vegetation connectivity along roadsides
is vital. Programs such as Landcare and Bushcare help
our vulnerable wildlife through revegetation initiatives that
establish wildlife corridors and augment tree cover on private
land. If you’d like to be involved in creating a better future for
koalas on the Peninsula, learn more about preserving their
habitat on your land — every single tree counts.
mplandcare.org.au

Expand your clan Choosing a new pet for your family is an important
decision — by adopting, you can give a home to an animal in need.
Find your new best friend by heading to our Pets for Adoption listing
where you’ll meet dogs and cats awaiting their new forever homes.
All pets are vet checked and healthy, temperament tested, de-sexed,
vaccinated, wormed, microchipped and registered.
mornpen.vic.gov.au/petadoption

We’ve invested close to $900,000
upgrading our facilities to include
a spacious reunite area, temperature
controlled housing for pets awaiting
rescue or adoption, and a new
direct adoption area.
Last year we cared for around 550
cats and 1,200 dogs at our shelter.
Every animal we welcome undergoes
a comprehensive checklist of care
including: immediate medical attention
if they are sick or injured; monitoring
and recording of their eating, toilet
and general behaviour and an
individualised Health Management
Plan; scanning for a microchip; and
photographing for identification and
posting on our Lost Pets listing when
owners cannot be contacted.
If your pet becomes lost and finds their
way to us you can be sure they’ll be
well cared for until they make their way
back to you.
mornpen.vic.gov.au/animalshelter
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Don’t forget your pet! Pet Registration renewal is due by 10 April.
Registering your pet improves their chance of being found should
they go astray, and your fees fund a number of vital services for pet
owners, including off-leash dog areas and our animal shelter. Under
the Domestic Animals Act 1994, all cats and dogs over the age of
three months must be microchipped and registered with the Shire. For
more information, view the payment slip on your renewal notice or visit
us online. mornpen.vic.gov.au/pets

our place

Best of the season
As cooler weather settles in, fields
burgeon with brilliant jewels of
broccoli, beetroot, cabbage and
pumpkin. Following suit: clouds
of sweet cauliflower, luscious
leeks, trusty turnips and orchards
hanging heavy with figs, pears,
quinces and hazelnuts.
Let the cosy meals begin!
mpproduce.com.au

Southern broccoli roast
Make beefy brassicas the main event
with this green update on classic low
and slow barbecue.
Serves two | 50 minutes
• 500g or two large heads of broccoli
• 1/2 cup extra virgin olive oil
• 4 tbsp brown sugar
• 4 tbsp cajun seasoning
• 1 tsp smoked paprika
• 1 tsp coarse salt flakes
• 2 tbsp apple cider vinegar
• 1/2 tsp dijon mustard
• pinch red chilli flakes
• aged cheddar cheese (optional)
1. Preheat oven to 240 degrees. Line
a large baking tray and coat with olive

oil. Combine all dry ingredients except
chilli flakes in a bowl and taste, season
further if necessary.
2. Wash broccoli and peel firm outer
skin from stalks. Cut heads in quarters
by slicing them lengthwise through the
stems to end up with 8 large broccoli
steaks. Arrange cut side down in pan,
drizzle lightly with olive oil and sprinkle
over half of the rub. Roast for 20
minutes until deeply brown on bottom,
then flip, coat with remaining rub and
cook for another 10 minutes.
3. Combine vinegar with mustard,
chilli flakes and a pinch of salt. Stir
vigorously. Remove broccoli from
oven and grate over a small amount of
cheese while it's steaming hot. Serve in
pan with cider dressing on side.

Australian Good Food Guide
Did you know that almost 10% of
Victoria’s AGFG hatted restaurants
are located in our region? Since
1982, the AGFG Chef’s Hat awards
have endorsed the talents of Australian
chefs. The culinary benchmark was set
high for 2019 and the Peninsula mixed
with the cream of the crop — boasting
nine local institutions recognised for
their excellence. Tip your hat to our
award-winning chefs and extraordinary
local produce!

Laura, Pt Leo Estate
Doot Doot Doot, Jackalope Hotel
The Dining Room, Lindenderry
Pt Leo Estate Restaurant
Cape, RACV Cape Schanck
Montalto
Paringa Estate
Polperro
Port Phillip Estate

Head to the grapevine
to help protect our wine
We’ve teamed up with the Mornington Peninsula Vignerons
Association (MPVA) and Agriculture Victoria to protect our
local wine industry from the biosecurity threat of Phylloxera
— an invasive pest that can devastate a commercial vineyard
and is easily transmitted between vines. An important
study being undertaken by Agriculture Victoria to detect
the presence or absence of Phylloxera requires that we test
backyard and ornamental vines throughout the region.
We’re seeking our community’s insider knowledge of the
Peninsula to locate and survey backyard and ornamental
vines for the presence of this pest.

our prosperity

Plant a Pomaderris,
cultivate a correa
Bring home a Banksia! Every year
our Shire Nursery, located at The
Briars, invites residents to take home
indigenous plants free of charge.
Drop by the nursery with proof of
your address to pick up two beautiful
native tubes and help us celebrate the
Peninsula’s unique indigenous flora.
Our plant giveaway runs
on the following days:
9am to 3.30pm
Thursday 3 – Friday 5 April, and
Thursday 10 – Friday 12 April
9am to 1pm (or until stock runs out)
Saturday 6 April
mornpen.vic.gov.au/nursery

To help the study, simply download the
Snap Send Solve app onto your phone
and use it to photograph any vines in
your backyard or a public place.
Then it’s as simple as:
• Select your location,
• Select the ‘incident’ as ‘amenity vine’
• Notify Agriculture Victoria so they
can undertake an inspection
Raise a glass for your role in
protecting our viticulture industry!
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Kicking it out of the park
We’re proud of our annual All Abilities
Day event and weekly Fit and Fun
program at Mornington’s Civic
Reserve Recreation Centre, both of
which provide meaningful sporting
opportunities for people of all abilities.
Organised in collaboration with local
sports clubs, peak bodies and service
providers, All Abilities Day recognises
international day of people with
disability by offering the opportunity
to enjoy sports like table tennis, golf,
gymnastics, footy, soccer, tennis,

and dance in an upbeat and
friendly environment.
Such is its success, the event sparked
the popular Fit and Fun program,
launched in 2018 to provide a weekly
opportunity for adults with a disability
to participate in various sports and
learn more about health and wellbeing
from a host of guest speakers.
We’re pleased to have had these
invaluable community programs
recognised at the 2018 Victorian Sport

Awards, where we brought home the
Victorian Local Government Initiative of
the Year trophy for making a significant
contribution to sport in 2018 through
the development of a participation
program or facility. Slam dunk!
The Fit and Fun program is held at
the Civic Reserve Recreation Centre,
Mornington every Wednesday from
9.30am to 2.30pm during school terms.

Our Game Plan
Levelling the playing field for an
active community is our goal.

Participation in sport across the
Peninsula has grown rapidly in
recent years, particularly female
and junior involvement in fieldbased sports such as Soccer
and Australian Rules Football.
Our Sports Capacity Plan Volume
1 – Sports Fields looks to optimise
use of existing fields — and plan
for future growth and demand —
by guiding the enhancement and
development of facilities across the
eight field-based sports to meet
the current and future needs for the
community, including:
•
•
•
•

football
soccer
cricket
athletics

baseball
• softball
• rugby
• and hockey.

Encouraging increased participation
in active and passive recreation is
the name of the game!
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Crafting a creative culture
Over the past few months we’ve been meeting with creatives of many disciplines
at our series of creative forums to discuss arts and culture on the Mornington
Peninsula. More than 60 artists, makers and creators have joined in the
conversation about ways in which we might better assist practitioners in
what they do, from networking, physical and online hubs, activating public
spaces and enhanced marketing and promotion.
Do you have a vision for arts and culture on the Peninsula? Let us know
what it means to you and help us ensure our community enjoys the rich
and varied positive outcomes creative engagement affords.
mornpen.vic.gov.au/artsandculture

our wellbeing

Mornington Peninsula Shire

Advocacy 2019

Why it matters
and what we’re doing

Long-range issues

Climate change

Public transport

Waste

The risks of climate change,
including sea level rise, flood,
drought and fire pose a clear and
present threat.

We have the second lowest
provision of public transport
per person in metropolitan
Melbourne, with 82% of the
Peninsula not serviced.

Waste is an escalating
environmental issue with
more than 4.2M tonnes sent
to metropolitan Melbourne
landfills annually.

What we’re doing: uniting
with our community, through
initiatives like our Better Buses
campaign, to voice the challenges
faced by public transport users
and encourage the state
government to take action.

What we’re doing: working with
Metropolitan Waste Resource
Recovery Group and Southeast
Melbourne Councils to investigate
Advanced Waste and Resource
Recovery Technologies, while also
running initiatives like Beach Patrol
and Recycling Champions.

Road safety

Planning

Recycled water

Despite becoming a Towards Zero
municipality in 2016 road trauma
is still an issue on the Peninsula.

With areas of state and national
significance, a $1B food bowl,
and 520km2 of Green Wedge,
the Peninsula demands a regionspecific planning framework.

Daily, 350M litres of Class A
recycled water that could be used
for firefighting and agriculture
is pumped out to sea from the
Eastern Treatment Plant.

What we’re doing: protecting
the role and values of our rural
area through our Green Wedge
Management Plan, while developing
precinct-based guidelines and
frameworks for our townships
and villages.

What we’re doing: calling for all
political parties to commit $200M
to fund a recycled water pipeline
for environment enhancement,
firefighting and irrigation.

Marine precinct

The Pillars

Jet skis

With ample scope for growth,
Hastings possesses strong
potential to be sensitively
developed into a thriving
activity centre.

We have a duty of care to ensure
public safety at a dangerous
site that has seen an increasing
number of people risk death or
serious injury by cliff jumping.

Our community has expressed
safety and amenity concerns
about personal watercraft (PCW)
within the Peninsula’s existing
boating and swimming zones.

What we’re doing: investigating a
marine precinct in a small part of
the Hastings port-related special
use zone to support small-scale
industry and create employment
opportunities.

What we’re doing: trialling
a temporary fence to restrict
access during peak season
while developing a long-term
management plan.

What we’re doing: trialling
restricted jet ski zones on our
beaches and calling on Maritime
Safety Victoria, Parks Victoria
and Water Police Victoria to
increase enforcement of PCW
along our coastline.

What we’re doing: reducing
operational emissions to become
Carbon Neutral accredited by 2021,
helping our community prepare
through our Climate Change
Community Engagement Strategy
and developing the Coastal Villages
and Neighbourhoods Strategy to
manage risks for coastal towns.

What we’re doing: improving road
safety for road users, particularly
children and the elderly, through
our Safer Residential Areas Project,
and partnering with VicRoads to trial
safety improvements.
We are calling for the Peninsula to
trial improvements in road safety.

Local issues

our advocacy
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Briars
Cr Bev Colomb

Deputy Mayor
Cr Rosie Clark

We have been busy with a lot of community consulting and I thank you for your engagement.
We have more to come. I am looking forward to the Council meeting in Mornington later in the
year and also to the ward meeting in the next few months. It is fantastic seeing more women
and girls joining sports clubs. We have been working hard to meet sporting needs across
our ward and it’s great to see this work coming to fruition. Next up is the beginning of
consultation for a new oval at Narambi Reserve. And finally, the draft budget is on exhibition.
Please take the time to look at it and perhaps make a submission.
0418 506 638
bev.colomb@mornpen.vic.gov.au

Our summer has come and gone, bringing with the festive season some
beautiful beach weather. I am pleased to report that I received very positive
feedback from the community about the foreshore waste collection over the
holiday period — such an improvement from last year. A few of my highlights
over the summer included Mount Eliza Carols and the Mount Eliza Australia
Day festivities, the New Years Day car rally in Mornington, catching a film in a
beautiful setting at The Briars Barefoot Cinema, and enjoying the Mornington
Mills Beach Twilight Swim.
0437 152 991
rosie.clark@mornpen.vic.gov.au

It’s so exciting as we begin a new year to see all the
fantastic infrastructure projects we have happening in our
ward! The new athletics track and soccer fields at Civic
Reserve and the soon to start new Community Centre on
Wilsons Road are two new facilities that I’m really looking
forward to seeing our community benefit from.
0437 170 083
sam.hearn@mornpen.vic.gov.au
Cr Sam Hearn

In the works
Civic Reserve
Construction works for a new allweather athletics track and four soccer
pitches at Civic Reserve in Mornington
are sprinting towards the finish line.
These facilities will primarily be used
by the Mornington Athletics Clubs
and the Mount Martha Soccer Club,
and feature supporting infrastructure
including upgraded services, a storm
water basin, extensive landscaping,
footpaths and car parking. With all
major earthworks, drainage, irrigation
and foundations completed, and work
underway to finish the the surfaces for
the athletics track and soccer pitches,
we’re thrilled at the prospect of handing
this state-of-the-art facility back to the
community in May 2019.
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Sunnyside Road Beach outlet
As part of our commitment to improving
the environmental management of
stormwater within our townships, work
is underway to upgrade the structure
and safety of the Sunnyside Road
Beach outlet in Mount Eliza. Jointly
funded by Council ($150,000) and the
Department of Environment, Water,
Land and Planning’s Port Philip Bay
fund ($100,000), the project involves
replacing the existing concrete pipe
and installing a Gross Pollutant Trap to
improve water quality and create a safer
asset on the beach.
Sunnyside Road Path
Path works have been completed on
the south side of Sunnyside Road to
link the Camp Manyung entry and
Sunnyside Beach foreshore, with final
landscaping to be undertaken during
the Autumn planting season.

Mount Martha South Beach
public toilet
The construction of the new South
Beach toilet block, which will include
three unisex cubicles (one with disabled
access) with generous room for
changing, a drinking fountain and a
salt rinse shower, is progressing and
anticipated to be complete in June.

We love seeing our community
out with their dogs enjoying the
beautiful parks and beaches in
our ward, but don’t forget: always
keep your dog on a lead outside
designated off-leash areas, clean
up after them and ensure they’re
registered and microchipped.
Pet Registration renewal is due 10
April, learn more by flicking to p.6.

What we’ve been up to
1. We celebrated a win at the 2018
Victorian Sport Awards, with our annual
All Abilities Day and Weekly Fit and Fun
program at Civic Reserve taking the top
prize for Victorian Local Government
Initiative of the Year.
2. We came together with concerned
residents and retailers at a community
meeting to discuss the proposed
Kaufland development at the Mornington
gateway site and gave an update on
the Advisory Committee process and
Council’s submission to the Kaufland
Stores in Victoria Advisory Committee.

3. We headed to Mills Beach for the
annual Mornington Grand Twilight
Swim, run by the Mornington LSC
– now in its 10th year.
4. We relished in community spirit on
Australia Day at Mornington Park, with
entertainment, activities and fireworks.
5. We invited feedback on the Draft
Mount Martha Coastal Management
Plan, developed in consultation with our
community to protect and enhance the
unique natural and cultural heritage of
the Mount Martha foreshore reserve.

Mornington Community House finds a new home
We’re ecstatic to have secured $2.05M
in grant funding through the State
Government’s Growing Suburbs Fund,
which will be matched by the Shire,

to assist in delivering a new home
for Mornington Community House.
The new facility will offer programs
including: classes for seniors, parents,
young people and general interest
groups; craft workshops; space
for clubs and associations; public
meeting rooms; health and wellbeing
consultation rooms; support groups;
children’s services; language school
and yoga and fitness classes.
Working closely with our community
we resolved to relocate the facility to
the existing PCT hub on Wilsons Road,
a shared space with the Peninsula
Community Theatre, The Corner Youth
Centre, Mornington Men’s Shed and
local radio station RPP FM. Building
is expected to begin in winter and be
completed in July 2020.
mornpen.vic.gov.au/mch

Two Bays Road
Enhancements to Two Bays Road
as part of the Federal Government’s
Roads to Recovery program are
underway and once completed will
result in roads that are approximately
one metre wider, a shared bicycle
lane for uphill traffic, kerbing on the
north-western side of the road and line
marking and signage improvements.
John Butler Reserve
We’re listening to our community’s
concerns about parking availability
in Mount Eliza and are investigating
increasing capacity at John Butler
Reserve, which is subject to significant
heritage overlays.
Designs for a new public toilet at the
reserve have also advanced, with
construction planned for 2018/19
pending heritage approval.

Alexandra Park Pavilion
We’re conducting a feasibility
study to rescope the Pavilion’s
current refurbishment project to
incorporate consulting suites and
a rehabilitation centre for the local
Hospital (The Bays Hospital) into
the new facility.
Pedestrian Safety
Improvement Project
Remaining works to improve
safety for pedestrian and cyclists
in Morning are underway, with
improvements to the Esplanade
and Waterloo Place currently
underway as part of the $2.135
million investment from the Victorian
Government’s Safer Cyclists and
Pedestrians Fund.

The inspiring Mornington Grand
Twilight Swim — a credit to the
MLSC!

Ushering The Briars
into a new era
In 2018, we invited our community for
feedback and ideas for the development
of a Master Plan for The Briars. We have
worked side by side with the co-owners
of the eight hectare heritage precinct,
in addition to a range of stakeholders
and the community and would like to
thank everyone all community members
and volunteers who contributed. This
feedback has helped shape the draft
Master Plan for The Briars.
The draft Master Plan for The Briars
is due to be presented to Council in
March 2019. It will be available for public
access and comment after this.
Our vision for the Briars is to ensure the
natural, cultural and heritage beauty of
this amazing community asset will be
protected, celebrated and enhanced
while playing host to sensitively planned
additions that people of all ages can
enjoy. The Draft Briars Master Plan
seeks to preserve all that is cherished
about the property and develop greater
opportunities for it to become a space
thriving with diverse experiences and
activities that benefit our community.
Key priorities include: protecting and
enhancing the site’s biodiversity,
Aboriginal culture and European
heritage; and enhancing wellbeing
through connection with green
spaces, art, home-grown produce and
capacity-building programs.

We would love your feedback
on our plans for The Briars!
Head online to have your say
and help us create a place that
enriches the lives of all who visit.
mornpen.vic.gov.au/
haveyoursay
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Cerberus
The Western Port Festival
celebrated its 50th
year in February with a
street parade and all the
usual activities including
fireworks. I hope all families
enjoyed this carnival largely
funded by the Mornington
Peninsula Shire.
The Hastings streetscape
is looking great with the
next stage being from
Victoria Street to Queen Street and the new toilet block at
King Street. It’s great to see our town looking so modern
for business owners and shoppers. The proposed Sound
Shell on our foreshore near the bowls club has just had a
number of community consultations held in January and
February to give residents a chance to discuss this project.
All responses will be collated and go towards design of the
proposed Sound Shell, which I know a
number of people have fought for years to see built.

Sounding out the chorus for a
community stage in Hastings
The proposed Hastings Sound Shell will provide a
permanent stage catering for the many ongoing and
potential events held on the Hastings Foreshore.
We’re excited to be working closely with local
groups, residents and key stakeholders on this
collaborative project, which will be an excellent asset
for the Hastings community. Following a first round
community consultation in February, we’ll be offering
community members additional opportunities to
provide feedback as the project progresses.

Cr Kate Roper

Graffiti continues to be a problem and kits are available
from Shire officers for residents to remove graffiti from their
property. Please report all graffiti to police and Council
so we can clean up our towns quickly. Dumped rubbish
is also a huge problem and residents can download the
free app ‘Snap, Send, Solve’ to their phones. By taking a
photo of any dumped rubbish and sending via the app the
appropriate authority will be informed and can take action.
Don’t forget to enjoy the outdoors in this cooler autumn
weather with our bays and foreshore right on our doorstep.
0437 134 168
kate.roper@mornpen.vic.gov.au

In the works
Hastings Safer Residential Areas
The Safer Residential Areas project
focuses on improving road safety on
local streets throughout the Shire.
Hastings has been prioritised for local
area traffic management works and
detailed designs for improvement works
are now complete, with construction to
occur in mid- 2019.
Due to community concerns regarding
a number of residential footpaths in
Cerberus Ward, we’re investigating
areas for improvement and will keep
residents informed of any future
safety enhancements.
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Festival Season
The past few months have seen Hastings buzzing with
activity. In January, Under the Southern Stars saw some of
the country’s most celebrated
music acts descend upon the
foreshore, and on Australia
Day more than 80 Emu Plains
Market stallholders, rides and
activities, live local entertainment
and a community BBQ made
for a day of family fun. While in
February the iconic Western Port
Festival showcased three days of
activities and events, celebrating
50 years of this landmark event
bringing our community together.

Hastings Streetscape Project
Ongoing works to give High
Street, Hastings a major facelift
are progressing, with upgrades
between Victoria and Salmon Streets
now complete and Stage 4, which
encompasses upgrades between
Queen and Victoria Streets, in progress.
As part of the revitalisation project, a
number of laneways intersecting High
Street will be upgraded, including
well-known O’Toole Laneway, named
in honour of the late Dermot O’Toole.
Construction was timed to ensure High
Street remained accessible during
the peak summer season, with works
recommencing in March.
Woolleys Reserve Menage
As part of the Woolleys Road Reserve
Masterplan, the new 30m x 60m sand
equestrian ménage has been delivered

over recent months, following approval
of the design by the Woolleys Road
Reserve Stakeholder Group.
Lens Reserve
Rehabilitation of the existing landfill
cap at Len Reserve, to improve surface
drainage, is ongoing. Following the
importation and spreading of clean fill
material, the surface will be regraded.
Pending the outcome of an EPA
assessment, further works may follow.
Crib Point Pool change rooms
The new and improved change rooms
at Crib Point Pool will provide fresh and
modern amenities for users.
Jointly funded by the Shire and
Sport and Recreation Victoria,
the refurbishment works have
been tendered and awarded, with
construction underway.

Celebrating our community marketplace
On the second Saturday of every month Crib Point Community Market
promotes locally produced handcrafted products, local produce and presentable
recycled goods in a relaxed and social setting. Run by Crib Point Community
House, the market is a not-for-profit market and all money raised goes to the
Community House and its programs. With a bustling country feel, each week
Bittern Sunday Market showcases more than 80 stalls selling new and used
goods, craft, plants and flowers, fruit and vegetables, food, coffee and much
more. For 30 years the market has been operated by a voluntary committee of
stallholders, and raised in excess of $300,000 for our community.

Devilbend Natural Features Reserve

Making moves
A walk through Hastings history
The Hastings-Western Port Historical
Society manages the Hastings
Museum, which promotes the cultural
and environmental heritage of the
Peninsula and Western Port Bay.

fish and oysters of Western Port
Bay, to Fishermen’s Row and
Harry’s House — the historical
home restored by racing car
legend Harry “The Fox” Firth.

Stroll back in time on the Hastings
Historical Walk and visit important
cultural and historical sites. From
the Jetty Precinct, where the earliest
fishermen moored their boats in the
tidal reaches of Kings Creek and
satisfied Melbourne’s demand for the

The Museum is on the corner
of Marine Parade and Skinner
Streets in Hastings, and open on
Wednesdays (10am–12pm) and
Sundays (2–4pm). To plan your
trip back in time, head online:
hwphs.org.au

Coastal Villages and
Neighbourhood Strategy
The Coastal Villages and
Neighbourhood Strategy aims
to ensure settlements along and
adjacent to Western Port Bay are
resilient to impacts of coastal
climate change, while enhancing
and protecting each village’s unique
built character.
At a series of drop-in sessions in
late-2018, we discussed the risks
of coastal climate change and
developed a sound understanding
of the character attributes of coastal
townships. Feedback from these
sessions has informed our Draft
Strategy and Design Frameworks.
To stay updated on this project or
provide input, visit us online.
mornpen.vic.gov.au/haveyoursay

Delightful activities at Devilbend
Devilbend Natural Features Reserve
is of high conservation significance
and is recognised as an Important
Bird Area (IBA).
The park, which contains significant
areas of remnant vegetation and more
than 200 species of indigenous plants,
is a magical place for a meandering
walk or weekend picnic. Since
December 2017, Parks Victoria has
allowed non-powered watercraft,
such as kayaks and canoes, to use
a section of Devilbend Reservoir for
recreation, and for access to deeper
water for fishing.
Pathways to activity
The Active Paths initiative sees
students and teachers working together
to map out safe walking/riding/scooting
routes to school. In partnership with
Bicycle Network, we implemented
the Active Paths initiative with Crib
Point Primary School and St Joseph’s
Primary School late last year. Look out
for the Active Path stickers on your
footpath, which will help you find the
best way to get to school safely and
actively!
Find your course at
our community houses
Our Community Houses are fantastic
places for you to meet members of your
community while developing new skills
and hobbies. Crib Point Community
House and Hastings Community
House offer a diverse program of
classes and courses ranging from
foreign languages, photography,
arts and crafts, cooking and wellbeing
classes to computer, technology
and budgeting skills. Head online
to view the activities on offer:
cpch.org.au
hastingsch.com
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Nepean
Crs Hugh Fraser and Bryan Payne
$1.2 million is being spent on improving pedestrian
safety and local amenity in Ocean Beach Road in
Sorrento, including: a raised platform at the intersection
of Ocean Beach Road and George Street to the
intersection of Morce Avenue. Also included is:
pavement replacement with an exposed aggregate
concrete surface; street furniture; asphalting;
landscaping and a feature sculpture. Works are
planned to begin in June or July 2019.
0428 258 354 hugh.fraser@mornpen.vic.gov.au
0437 193 039 bryan.payne@mornpen.vic.gov.au

Paving safer pathways
for our community
We were delighted to turn the first sod of the new footpath
and upgrade of Coppin Road, Sorrento, joining with members
of the local community to celebrate this huge milestone! The
footpath will link to existing footpaths on Melbourne Road,
Kerferd Avenue, Constitution Hill Road and Point Nepean
Road, providing safer pedestrian access for residents and
two primary schools, a church, several bus stops, shops,
cafes and the beach, completing several footpath loops that
currently end on Coppin Road or Point Nepean Road.
Coppin Road was identified as an outcome of the Footpath
Construction Strategy, which aims to ensure pathway
construction projects are undertaken in a strategic manner,
focusing on key criteria including pedestrian safety, and
environmental, social and economic impacts. The $900,000
project is being jointly funded through Council’s Capital
Works Program ($280,000), the Federal Government’s
Roads to Recovery program ($450,000) and property owners
through a Special Charge Scheme ($170,000).
Other features associated with the project include improved
bus stop waiting areas, pedestrian refuge crossing on
Melbourne Road and raised platforms for traffic calming.
Construction works have commenced and are anticipated to
take approximately four months to complete.

In the works
Napier Street Plaza
Napier Street Plaza has been identified
as a key project under the Rye
Township Plan. Preliminary design
works have begun on the precinct,
which will become the main pedestrian
promenade within the township,
creating a plaza space linking the
township and existing community
facilities back to the historic pier axis
and foreshore promenade.
Rye Netball Courts
Works to reconstruct the netball courts
at RJ Rowley Reserve in Rye are
progressing. The courts will primarily
be used by the Rye Footbal/Netball
Club. All courts will be surfaced with
an acrylic product and the two primary
courts will be lit to night game levels,
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have coach boxes and be compliant
with Netball Victoria guidelines. The two
secondary courts will be unlit, with one
a multi-use netball and basketball court.
Works are expected to be completed
before the 2019 netball season.
Rye Foreshore Rejuvenation
The rejuvenation of Rye Foreshore
began in late June 2018, and
demolition, setout works and a
community planting day have
since occurred.
Works to remediate a section of
foreshore subject to significant erosion
were recently undertaken, and all
works to the east of Rye Pier will be
completed by mid-December, including
the board walk, beach access ramps,
exposed aggregate concrete paths,
illuminated bollards, rain gardens and
sand relocation.

Point Nepean Road Footpath
The construction of a 2-metre-wide
exposed aggregate concrete footpath
to provide pedestrian connectivity
between Tryone Boat Ramp and
Minnimurra Road in Rye were
completed in time for the summer
holiday period. Landscaping will be
undertaken along the path in autumn.
Police Point Cottage 6
Works to refurbish and preserve
the heritage-listed Superintendent’s
Cottage at Police Point in Portsea
are underway. The refurbishment will
include roof and drainage system
repairs, waterproofing of the building,
repairs to weatherboards, doors
and windows, painting, provision of
power and sewer connections and
the installation of a new bathroom to
bring the historic homestead up to an
occupiable level.

Sorrento Visitor Information Centre becomes an ‘i’
The Sorrento Visitor Information Centre is now an Accredited
Visitor Information Centre through the Australian Tourism
Accreditation Program and will join the network of Accredited
Visitor Centres across the state — a nationally recognised
trademark that demands adherance to risk, quality control
and best practice customer service principles.
The Sorrento Visitor Information Centre was completed by the
Shire in 2017 at the cost of $1.1 million, including landscaping
and the new George Street toilets. This accreditation is

Enhancing Rye through
smart technology
As part of the Federal Government’s
Smart Cities and Suburbs Program
we are working with RMIT University
to trial smart technology to improve
Rye’s liveability. Sensors monitoring
traffic, parking, crowd numbers
and toilet usage were installed
as part of a trial that will extend
to next summer and beyond.
More than 650 parking spaces,
20 bins, 5 toilet blocks and 5 BBQ
facilities are being monitored.
Sensors placed on BBQs and in
bins, and air quality sensors at
toilet blocks, alert the Shire to
amenities needing attention.
Traffic sensors feed into smart
signs displaying parking availability.

well-deserved for Council, the Sorrento Portsea Chamber
of Commerce, Beachside Tourism and Nepean Ratepayers
Association who worked collaboratively to develop the
much-needed Visitor Information Centre for Sorrento.
Sorrento is the second accredited Visitor Information
Centre on the Peninsula, together with the Visitor Information
Centre in Dromana. Sorrento Visitor Information Centre is
open daily from 10am–4pm, closing at 3pm over winter.
The Centre is closed Christmas Day, Boxing Day, Good
Friday and ANZAC Day.

Protecting our heritage

Australia Day 2019

The Mornington Peninsula Shire
Heritage Review proposes the
review of existing heritage overlays
in the Shire and identification of
additional potential heritage places.
Heritage Alliance was appointed to
undertake an assessment for Stage
3 of the Heritage Review, which
focuses on the Nepean townships
of Blairgowrie, Sorrento and
Portsea. It is expected this study
will recommend some new heritage
properties and strengthen or update
Statements of Significance for some
existing heritage places. The Draft
Review is on public exhibition and
will be open to feedback until 18
April. Visit any Shire office or have
your say online:
mornpen.vic.gov.au/haveyoursay

This Australia Day, we were proud
to recognise our diverse society and
landscape, our nation's history and
remarkable achievements.
As part of the celebration we
honoured two special Australia Day
Ambassadors, both of whom have
contributed to the betterment of their
communities in meaningful ways.
Richard Rozen OAM — a child survivor
of the Holocaust who overcame
incredible adversity during World
War Two and later studied Electrical
Engineering at RMIT before establishing
businesses in knitting and confectionary
— and Noel Alpins AM, who has
contributed significantly to the
progress of cataract and refractive
surgery during his long career.

From little things, big things grow
Blairgowrie Community Garden has numerous plots bursting with vegetables
and 31 families already signed on as members, after the Shire leased an
underutilised section of Stringer Road Reserve to Sorrento Community Centre
Inc. and the Blairgowrie Community Garden Group for five years. Through
admirable fundraising efforts — including two sausage sizzles, street stalls and
a wine fundraiser — the group purchased materials for the first stage of their
build, comprising four large raised plots. The second stage of the site is now
underway. We celebrated with members, friends, suppliers, local residents and
community group representatives at the garden’s official opening on 17 March.
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Red Hill
As the only Councillor
representing Red Hill
Ward, I’m not always able
to respond to your queries
as quickly as I’d like.
However, I care about what
you have to say. Every
query is important. I may
not respond right away, but
I will respond.
Mayor Cr David Gill

Recently, there has been
discussion about the
Councillor’s role in permit applications; some become
controversial and, when they do, there is an expectation
we will support majority community opinion. However,
certain legislation and case law forbids Councillors
voicing their opinion before receiving all available
information — this is called “apprehended bias”
and prevents us making a decision before a permit
application comes before Council. Recently a number
of these applications occurred in Red Hill Ward and I
want to emphasise it doesn’t mean Councillors aren’t
listening to your concerns, as will become clear when
issues are debated.
Community consultation is underway or about to
begin on a number of important issues for Red Hill
Ward including St Andrews Beach road scheme, a
community meeting place for Cape Schanck, Flinders
Civic Hall redevelopment, Balnarring Pedestrian and
Traffic Study and Red Hill Traffic Management Study.
Your feedback is instrumental in ensuring decisions
made about our townships achieve the best outcomes
for our community.
0437 129 016
david.gill@mornpen.vic.gov.au

In the works
Flinders Civic Hall
Thank you to everyone who contributed
their ideas on the future of Flinders
Civic Hall; whether you came along
to a community information session,
provided feedback online or shared
your thoughts in person, we value
your input. The upgraded facility may
include an art space, meeting rooms
and general community spaces for
all different types of uses, and could
provide unisex change rooms and
amenities, disabled toilet and compliant
disabled access to the pavilion.
Feasibility works are set for completion
by June, with design works proposed in
the 2019/20 financial year. For updates
as the project progresses, head online.
mornpen.vic.gov.au/flinderscivichall
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A new space for civic
engagement in Balnarring
Our vision for Civic Court Reserve was to develop an
environmentally sensitive and well-utilised focal point
for Balnarring. With landscaping works now complete,
the reserve is being enjoyed by our community and this
vision has been realised. The $640,000 project was made
possible by funding support from the state government’s
Growing Suburbs Fund ($290,000), the local Bendigo
Bank branch ($50,000) and $300,000 in matched funding
from Mornington Peninsula Shire.
The reserve enhances high-quality remnant vegetation
and makes use of existing materials. The community
space features an area for market stalls, walking trails,
nature-based play elements, a bush foods plantation,
extensive indigenous plantings and natural swales to
improve drainage. Through carefully considered design,
the new and improved Civic Court Reserve is an idyllic
backdrop for outdoor recreation and provides a place
for people to come together and enjoy a diverse
range of community events.

We’ll be hosting a community planting day
27 April 2019! Join us in having a hand in the
growing narrative of Civic Court Reserve.
Stay tuned for more information!

Balnarring Township Structure Plan
Following drop in sessions last year,
where members of the community
discussed how the unique values of
Balnarring township can be enhanced,
and how the area might change or
look in the future, we’re now inviting
input on our Draft Balnarring Township
Structure Plan. Provide your feedback
from 29 April and help us as we
endeavour to create better places for
living, working, shopping and leisure.
mornpen.vic.gov.au/haveyoursay
Enhancing Cape Schanck
We want Cape Schanck to be the best
it can possibly be for its community,
and are inviting ideas and feedback
on ways it might be enhanced. If you
missed the drop in session on March
29, you can still join the conversation by
sharing your thoughts online.
mornpen.vic.gov.au/haveyoursay

A grand parade of
blue ribbon produce

A treasure chest of history
It may be small, but the historic
cargo shed at Flinders Pier
stows significant history.
Merely eight by five metres in size,
the shed, which was built in the 1870s,
is the only building in Flinders listed
on the Victoria Heritage Register and
one of few remaining port structures
of its kind in the state.

The shed was restored by the Shire,
aided by a Victorian Heritage Council
grant, in 2011 and now hosts an
interpretive display charting the heritage
of the area back to pre-European
settlement. Through the tireless efforts
of the Flinders District Historical Society
the shed and interpretive display was
officially opened on 21 February. The
centre had a ‘soft’ opening in early
January and 1500 visitors have since
passed through its doors. It’s so
important that we preserve our historic
buildings in a way that acknowledges
and celebrates our place and our
history, to ensure our stories are told
for generations to come; as a living
record that gives voice to all who
have called this special place home,
Flinders cargo shed is a small yet
powerful reminder of why.

Since 1922, the Red Hill Show
has chronicled the evolving
narrative of agriculture on the
Peninsula; celebrating local
producers, showcasing their
goods, and hosting the many
keen spectators who flock to
the original grounds for the
annual spectacle and Victoria’s
last remaining Grand Parade.
March marked 91 years of this
iconic event, much beloved
by our community and a great
tribute to our thriving agriculture
industry. This year, we were
pleased to throw open the
gate to the MP Paddock, which
allowed show-goers to indulge
in food, produce and beverages
from more than 18 Mornington
Peninsula Produce (MPP)
producers and makers, and
was a magnificent showcase
of our unique food region and
agriculture on the Peninsula.

Shoreham Recreation Reserve carpark
The Shoreham community asked
about removing parking spaces at
Shoreham Recreation Reserve (The
Common) to return this land to open
space for recreational purposes. A
recent study undertaken by the Shire
recommended the constructing angle
parking spaces on Cliff Road adjacent
to the reserve to minimise impacts and
improve pedestrian safety.
Anzac Park
We recently resolved to name the
section of land at 3052 FrankstonFlinders Road in Balnarring ‘Anzac
Park.’ The naming proposal was
received from the Balnarring and
District Anzac Day Service Committee
and recognises the presence of the
Balnarring cenotaph there and that all
Anzac Day and Remembrance Day
Services are held there.

Commemorating Anzac Day, 25 April
Balnarring Balnarring Village Shopping Centre
Flinders Flinders Hall, 54-56 Cook Street Flinders
Red Hill Red Hill Community Park, 151 Shoreham Road Red Hill South
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Seawinds
Cr Simon Brooks

Your Councillors have been working with staff on many and varied tasks.Some new and exciting,
such as the Rosebud Aquatic Centre as it enters the tender stage to choose a builder; others
more regular but just as vital such as working through the budget for the next financial year. We
have been working together on long-term planning such as a 10-year capital works strategy that
will more efficiently plan and direct our resources into projects for our community. Using Dromana
township as the pilot we are also examining Shire facilities at a place-based level to see how
suitable they are and where best to direct resources to improve these over time. Council is also
about to drive a review into waste with a focus on reduction of plastics.
0437 174 486
simon.brooks@mornpen.vic.gov.au

Cr Antonella Celi

The southern Peninsula boasted a bumper summer season with locals and visitors alike turning out to
enjoy our beautiful beaches, recreation spots and many events such as Australia Day, the Peninsula
Film Festival, the Kite Festival and so much more. I would like to acknowledge our local business
traders and the Rosebud Chamber of Commerce who activate our activity centres and contribute
immensely to our healthy local economy. An economy that is diverse in its offerings and helps our
community thrive with opportunities for employment, a high standard of service and not to mention,
the generous support in sponsorship towards many of our local events and fundraisers. As we head
into autumn let’s keep enjoying all that our Peninsula has to offer and support local.
0408 974 143
antonella.celi@mornpen.vic.gov.au

Cr Frank Martin

The Mornington Peninsula had approximately 7.5 million visitors who spent $1.1 billion in the year
ending September 2018. Over summer, our population of 160,000 swells to almost 300,000 and
maintaining our beautiful corner of the world means our cleaning teams are out from 4:30am cleaning
toilets and showers, collecting litter, sweeping streets and cleaning beaches in an effort to clear the
enormous amount of rubbish that accumulates daily. We have also responded to jet ski concerns by
working with Maritime Safety Victoria, Water Police and the Department of Environment, Land, Water
and Planning to promote trial zones for next summer, which limit jet ski access to corridors leading to
and from deep water 500 metres from the shoreline.
0437 153 578
frank.martin@mornpen.vic.gov.au

In the works
Truemans Road Recreation
Reserve Oval 1
Construction works to compact and
reconstruct Oval 1 at Truemans Road
Recreation Reserve have begun.
This ground is primarily for use by
the Tootgarook Cricket Club and
Rosebud Heart Soccer Club, and
its shape will be adjusted to allow
for two full-sized soccer pitches
side-by-side. The project is scheduled
to be completed by winter.
Truemans Road Recreation
Reserve Cricket Nets
Our community is enjoying new
cricket nets at Truemans Road
Recreation Reserve, with three lanes
for use by Tootgarook Cricket Club
and one lane for public use.
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Dromana Pre-School
Works to alter and expand Dromana
Pre-School — increasing the floor area
of the building, enabling growth of
the pre-school services to 33 places,
and providing a new enclosed foyer,
refurbished bathrooms for staff and
children, a new arts sink, carpet and
meeting rooms — were completed over
the summer holiday period.

Boundary Road Car Park Extension
Works to improve car parking and
pedestrian access to Hillview Reserve
at the Boundary Road local shopping
precinct have begun. Pavement,
kerb works and an improved layout
will increase parking capacity and
pedestrian path links. A pedestrian
refuge island will also be installed in
Boundary Road.

Dromana Maternal and
Child Health Centre
Works to upgrade Dromana
Maternal and Child Health Centre
are underway. Refurbishment includes
two consultation rooms, waiting area
and toilets. The main entry will also
be reconfigured to link with the
adjacent Dromana Pre-School.
The roof to the building is also
proposed to be replaced.

Safer Residential Areas
The Safer Residential Areas project
focuses on improving road safety on
local streets throughout the Shire.
Through analysis of crash statistics and
speed data, Rosebud and Dromana
were prioritised for local area traffic
management (LATM) works. Following
community consultation in early 2018,
works are planned for April to June
2019. Upgrades in Dromana are
planned for July to October 2019.

What we’ve been up to
1. We headed down to Rosebud
Community Hall to celebrate
10 years of the 3940 Women’s
Art Group with an end of
year exhibition.

Supporting community wellbeing
The Federal Government has
committed $1.5 million towards
the development of the Southern
Peninsula Youth Hub, and an additional
$1.5 million over the next four years
for Headspace to operate satellite
services on the Peninsula. Rosebud
Secondary College has also received
a commitment for $300,000 towards a
Wellness Pavilion.
This major investment into a purposebuilt facility to complement Council’s
existing support services for our youth
will have a significant impact on the
lives of young people on the Southern
Peninsula. The establishment of a

Headspace on the Southern Peninsula,
where access to the existing Frankston
service can be challenging — is a huge
win for our community. We commend
the tireless and collaborative effort put
in by Shire Officers leading up
to this success.
Headspace currently provides limited
counselling and programs from the
Shire’s Youth Centres in Hastings,
Mornington and Rosebud. Young
people can book appointments
through Headspace Frankston and
request to see a Counsellor at
any of the Shire’s Peninsula sites.
headspace.org.au

2. We joined our community for
Australia Day festivities in Dromana
and Rosebud, and honoured our
2019 Australia Day Ambassadors
Rob Gell and Simon Lewis.
3. We celebrated the opening of
the Clothes4U Men’s Collection on
28 February — the brother store
to the Rosebud-based charity
boutique, which has been helping
disadvantaged women and their
families with clothing and stylist
services since 2013.

Our cultural calendar
Rosebud Community School Market
Second Saturday of the month. Corner
Point Nepean Road and Jetty Road.
160 stalls.
Rosebud Lions Club Market
Village Green. First Saturday of every
month. 100+ stalls.
Dromana Community Market
Fourth Saturday of every month.
Dromana Community Park.

Alice in Wonderland Jr., 14–16 June
Rosebud Astral Theatre Society
presenting a special junior show at
Rosebud Memorial Hall. All junior cast,
director and vocal coach!
astral.org.au
The Buckley Opera, 26–27 April
The story of local convict William
Buckley. Rosebud Memorial Hall, 26
April (8pm), 27 April (2pm).
buckleyopera.org

4. We welcomed the St Kilda
Football Club to the recently
upgraded Olympic Park Reserve
as part of their 2019 AFL
Community Camp.
5. We visited the Rosebud and
Districts Men’s Shed for its longanticipated opening on 31 March.

Rosebud Aquatic Centre
Architects have recently developed specifications for
construction of the Rosebud Aquatic Centre development
and project documentation will soon be out for tender. Early
site works including carpark construction and diversion
of a stormwater outfall drain — are progressing well, with
vegetation removal, earthworks, drainage installation,
preliminary road pavement works, and electrical conduit
installation completed in 2018 and kerb and footpath
construction delivered in March 2019. Next up, landscaping
works in April/May! For project updates visit:
mornpen.vic.gov.au/rosebudaquatic
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Watson
A number of
commemorative
services will be held
across the Peninsula
on ANZAC day to
acknowledge and
remember those who
served in the war.
These include
services at Fruit
Cr Julie Morris
Growers Reserve,
Somerville and
Tyabb Central Reserve, both at 5:45am.
Also, please join us at the official opening
of the redeveloped Somerville Recreation Centre
on Saturday 4 May 2019. We look forward to
seeing people of all ages and abilities coming
together to see the many sports and fitness
activities the Centre has to offer.
Enjoy a free family day out with lots of fun
activities for the whole community.
0437 156 531 julie.morris@mornpen.vic.gov.au

Somerville Recreation Centre –
Ready to launch!
After a year of construction, we’re almost ready to open the
doors at the state-of-the-art Somerville Recreation Centre!
The $9 million multi-facility precinct boasts a four-court
stadium, accessible features, 1000 car parking spaces,
security lighting, CCTV cameras, site service infrastructure
and a communications service. Indoor sports on offer will
include basketball, badminton and netball as well as wellness
classes including reformer pilates, yoga and meditation.
Supported by major sponsors Western Port Basketball
Association, Mornington Peninsula Badminton Inc. and
the Baxter Indoor Netball Association, the centre is due for
completion in early April.

Grand Opening – Somerville Recreation Centre
9am – 3pm, Saturday 4 May
14 Edward Street, Somerville
Join us for the unveiling of Somerville Recreation
Centre. See what the Centre has to offer at this
free day out for the whole family.
Activities will include:
• Basketball
• Group fitness
• Netball
• Reformer Pilates
• Badminton
• Meditation
• Skills clinics
• Tai chi
• Competitions
• Yoga
mornpen.vic.gov.au/somervillerec

In the works
Bunguyan Reserve, Tyabb
The pavilion at Bunguyan Reserve in
Tyabb is undergoing an extension, with
works taking place adjacent to the club
rooms including:
• two new unisex change rooms
• two new unisex amenities rooms
• and upgrades of the utility supply
to the existing building.
Works have begun and are due
for completion in late April 2019.
A new playground and nature play
area will also be constructed in
conjunction with these works.
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Tyabb Central Recreation
Reserve Pavilion
Works to reconstruct the change rooms
at the Tyabb Central Recreation Reserve
Pavilion are in design, with construction
works proposed to follow in the 2019/20
financial year. The renewal of this facility
includes unisex change rooms and
amenities, an accessible toilet and
all abilities access to the pavilion and
enhanced accessibility and inclusion.
Eramosa Road West
Pedestrian Refuge
We received funding from the TAC
Small Scale Infrastructure grants
program to install a pedestrian refuge
island in Eramosa Road West near

Station Street to enhance pedestrian
safety. Construction has been
completed with the pedestrian refuge
now operational.
Somerville Township Plan
To ensure the unique values of
Somerville remain protected, while
accommodating future development,
we began developing a structure plan
for the township in September 2018.
The Draft structure plan is on public
exhibition until 26 April. We strongly
encourage the community to provide
feedback by visiting any Shire office or
heading online:
mornpen.vic.gov.au/haveyoursay

Annie Sage portrait

Navigating a sustainable future for Tyabb Airfield
A recent spate of helicopter movements over Tyabb has resulted in queries to
Council regarding current and future activities at the Tyabb Airfield. The majority
of recent helicopter movements have in fact been by police and other emergency
services, or simply private pilots flying over Tyabb without connection to the airfield.
The Peninsula Aero Club (PAC) (the major owners and operators of the airfield) is
preparing an Airfield Master Plan, as recommended in the Tyabb Airfield Precinct
Plan, which was adopted by Council in December 2017.
The President of the PAC, Mr Jack Vever’s said “We are happy to work
constructively with Council and members of the Community Reference Group to
prepare the PAC’s Master Plan and will consult with the community more widely
in the future.” Mr Vevers also emphasised the Club had recently withdrawn a
submission from 2004, which had continued to cause some uncertainty in the
community. He added the Club wants to ensure it has a long-term future and knows
this means working with Council and the community.

We unveiled the commemorative
portrait of Annie Sage at Annie Sage
Community House. Annie Moriah
Sage, army matron-in-chief, was
born in Somerville on 17 August
1895. Sage was a member of the
Royal Victorian College of Nursing,
the Nurses Board of Victoria, the
Florence Nightingale Memorial
Committee of Australia and the
Centaur War Nurses Memorial
Fund. Founding president (194950), treasurer (1950-52) and an
honorary fellow (1967) of the
College of Nursing, Australia, she
helped establish its War Nurses
Memorial Centre in St Kilda Road,
Melbourne. In 1956, she became
a partner in a Somerville grocery
shop, which traded as Sage &
Lewis. She was honorary colonel of
the Royal Australian Army Nursing
Corps in 1957-62.

Council has also commissioned a noise study from acoustic engineers Marshall
Day. This work will indicate current and possible future levels of noise from aircraft
movements and will inform both the Master Plan and Council’s future decision
making. The noise study is expected to be completed by the end of March.
Our Tyabb Airfield Precinct Plan aims to provide the foundations for continuing and
sustainable operation of the airfield while ensuring the amenity of local residents is
protected. For more information and to remain updated, visit our website:
mornpen.vic.gov.au/tyabbair

Baxter Township Plan
We recently invited community
input on our Draft Baxter Township
Structure Plan. An essential aspect
of the structure planning process is
feedback from the community on
how the area should evolve.
The Plan provides a framework for
Baxter to help protect the township’s
distinctive elements.
In collaboration with our community,
we identified the future of the
Baxter township will be guided
by six objectives:
• To provide a range of housing
choices to meet current and
future community needs and
ensure the population is
maintained within the township

• To ensure the continuing
viability of the township’s
retail and commercial areas
• To ensure the township continues to
provide community infrastructure to
meet the needs of its residents
• To ensure new built form is of a
scale and form appropriate to the
township character
• To ensure residents are provided
with a variety of movement
options that are safe, accessible,
integrated and enable reduced car
dependence within the township
• To improve amenities and facilities
within parks and open spaces for a
range of ages and life stages
View the Draft Plan and
stay updated by visiting:
mornpen.vic.gov.au/haveyoursay

Baxter Electrification
Following consultation with
the local community, we
have broad support for
electrification of the railway line
but no support for end of line
stabling and other significant
end of trip facilities at Baxter.
We’re requesting the
Commonwealth Government
and the Victorian Government
investigate extending electric
rail from Frankston to Hastings
(with Baxter electrification
as the first stage of a larger
two-staged project).
Learn more about this project
and the Shire’s position on the
duplication and electrification
of the Stony Point railway line
by heading to p23.
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Children at heart
Help our kids grow
Are you qualified in childcare?
Passionate about being involved in
early childhood education? Looking
for greater flexibility and autonomy
in your work life? Family Day Care
could be the career path for you!
We’re looking for qualified and
dedicated people to join our
Family Day Care program, which
offers care for infants through to
primary school aged children in a
small group setting.
As a Family Day Care educator
you’ll work with the Shire to offer
high quality child care for local
families from the convenience
of your home.
Head online to learn
more and apply:
mornpen.vic.gov.au/
familydaycare
Supporting families to flourish
Supported Playgroup provides
eligible families with free playgroup
for children aged 0-5 years in a
fun, safe play environment run by a
qualified facilitator.
The service also offers weekly
playgroup sessions during the
school term, parenting tips and
one-on-one support for families,
and incorporates the 10-week
parenting program Small Talk and
in-home support. Accessing free
playgroup could be as simple as
holding a Health Care Card.
Visit us online to learn more:
mornpen.vic.gov.au/
supportedplaygroups
Learning to provide the right care
We’re providing free mental
health first aid training to anyone
working, volunteering with or
caring for young people on the
Mornington Peninsula.
The two-day course teaches adults
how to assist adolescents who
are developing a mental illness,
experiencing a worsening of an
existing mental health problem or
are in a mental health crisis.
Courses will be held on weekends
during May, July, August and
October; spaces are limited and
both days must be attended to
receive a certificate of completion.
Contact us for more information or
to register your interest.
5975 3114
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Halting stigma around mental health
To cement a culture in which local tradies feel valued,
supported and empowered to look after their mental health and wellbeing,
HALT has, since 2003, been spreading hope and vital information through local
events, the most notable being their iconic ’SAVE YOUR BACON’ brekkies.
Late last year the BBQs were fired up at Jetty Road Brewery for a community
breakfast to celebrate the people who build a better place for us all.
To learn more about the HALT vision and get involved, head online:
thehaltbrekky.com

#BalanceforBetter
A balanced society is an equitable one.
Research suggests a correlation between
widespread, pervasive gender inequalities
and family violence within our
community.
By confronting gender stereotypes
and roles, strengthening positive,
equal and respectful relationships,
promoting women’s independence
and decision-making, we inherently
challenge the condoning of violence
against women.
This International Women’s Day we
honoured the significant achievements
of women and, in so doing, reaffirmed
our commitment to a society where
everyone is valued equally.
mornpen.vic.gov.au/genderequality

Taking the sting out of Buruli
With more than 340 notified cases
of Buruli ulcer in Victoria last year,
Beating Buruli in Victoria researchers
are engaged in an intensive study to
better understand the condition.

reduce infections. Experts have been
collecting soil samples, faecal samples
from possums, laying mosquito
traps and conducting field surveys
of residential properties across the
Peninsula.

Following a rapid increase in
notifications of Buruli ulcer over the last
few years — with most cases linked
to the Mornington Peninsula — the
Department of Health and Human
Services is working in collaboration with
researchers from the Doherty Institute,
Barwon Health, Austin Health, CSIRO,
Agriculture Victoria, the University of
Melbourne and Mornington Peninsula
Shire to understand how the infection
is spread and chart interventions to

The team is also after local residents
to take part in the case control study
by filling out a questionnaire, looking at
possible risk factors and understanding
how people become infected. You don’t
need to have been diagnosed with
Buruli ulcer to take part in this study.
Anyone in the Mornington Peninsula
area interested in being involved,
please contact the research team.
www2.health.vic.gov.au/beatingburuli

our wellbeing

Our movements
Anchors Away
We welcomed the announcement
of Labor’s ‘Better Boating Fund,’
which signals a fairer and more
sustainable policy for the
boating community.
This commitment takes the onus
off Local Governments and their
ratepayers to fund much needed
boating facilities; instead, all funds
raised from boating registration and
licensing will be redirected back
into improving boat ramps
and other facilities.
Joining the network
We’re passionate about ensuring
our community and visitors have
extensive active transport options.
This is why we’re calling on the
government to assist funding the
Mornington Peninsula Bay Trail
network to provide a healthy, safe
and enjoyable trail experience.

Aligning the vision for our rail network
A $4M government study into the electrification and duplication of the Stony
Point railway line is underway. A further $225 million has been committed by the
Commonwealth Government for the upgrade following the completion of the
business case, expected in early 2019.
Stabling and maintenance facilities required to service the line and meet future
needs will require 100ha of land, and eight hectares is likely to be required for the
station, car parking and bus facilities. This would mean encroaching upon Green
Wedge land, and illustrates the need for an integrated solution along the whole
railway corridor and a strategic approach to deployment of transport infrastructure.
We’re requesting the Commonwealth Government and the Victorian Government
investigate extending electric rail from Frankston to Hastings. Hastings is a more
appropriate destination for electric rail, with ample land to accommodate stabling
and maintenance facilities and significant capacity for population increase and
industrial growth. Learn more by visiting
mornpen.vic.gov.au/transport

Comprising two key routes —
the Port Phillip Bay Trail and the
Western Port Bay Trail — Council
has largely been responsible
for constructing existing links;
however, limited funding has
delayed the completion of
several missing key links.
A fully connected Bay Trail
would provide off-road pedestrian
and cyclist connections for the
Shire’s major activity centres while
facilitating access to the Peninsula
Link Trail and a continuous
connection to Frankston and the
greater metropolitan trail network.

Follow the beach matting all the way
to the Australian Coastal Awards!
The Australian Coastal Awards
recognise people and organisations
that have made a significant
contribution to the Australian coastal
environment and settlements. We
took home two awards in 2018
— Community Engagement and
Planning and Management for our
work with local Friends Groups and
the Rye Township Plan. This year our
groundbreaking All Abilities Beach
Access project has received a nod!
In 2016 Mount Martha became the
first wheelchair accessible beach
on the Peninsula, offering people in
wheelchairs, or with limited mobility,

our connectivity

the chance to get to the water’s
edge during summer. Since then
the initiative has expanded, with
30m of matting gifted to Camp
Manyung (YMCA) in Mount Martha
for use at Sunnyside beach, and
arrangements underway for Mills
Beach in Mornington. 70m of matting
was also loaned to the Disabled
Surfers Association Mornington
Peninsula in January for their disabled
surfing event at Pt Leo, adding to the
accessible boardwalk
that was completed last year.
mornpen.vic.gov.au/access
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What’s on

For an up-to-date list of all events
mornpen.vic.gov.au/events

April

ANZAC Day

May

14 April
Mornington’s Biggest
Easter Egg Hunt
Mornington Park

25 April
Balnarring – Service
Balnarring Village Shopping Centre

4 May
Somerville Recreation Centre
Grand Opening
14 Edwards Street, Somerville

14 April
Harcourts Hastings Easter Egg Hunt
Hastings Foreshore
20–21 April
Peninsula Busking Festival and
Food Truck Carnivale 2019
The Briars, Mount Martha
20–21 April
Dromana Potters Exhibition 2019
Old Shire Building, Dromana
21 April
Flinders Motoring Heritage
Cook Street, Flinders
21 April
Alfa Romeo Owners Club
National Meeting
Mornington Park
21 April
Flinders Cricket Club Market
B.A Cairns Reserve, Flinders
24 April
Forward Planning
Committee Meeting
Shire Offices, Rosebud

Flinders – Service
Flinders Hall, 54-56 Cook Street
Mount Eliza – Service
Remembrance Garden,
Howard Parker Reserve
Crib Point – Service and march
Tingira Place (Corner Park
and Stony Point Roads)
Red Hill – Service
Community Park, 151 Shoreham Road
Red Hill South
Dromana – Service and march
Dromana Cenotaph, 2A Verdon St
Mornington – Service and march
Memorial Park, 27 Albert Street
Rye RSL – Service and march

17 May
IDAHOBIT Day
dayagainsthomophobia.org
18–19 May
Mornington Classic 2019
Mornington Park
19 May
RSPCA Million Paws Walk
Hastings Foreshore
24 May
Wild Women on Top: Coastrek
Cape Schanck Lighthouse

Hastings – Service and march
Hastings Foreshore
Somerville – Service
Fruit Growers Reserve, Somerville
Tyabb – Service
Tyabb Central Reserve
Sorrento – Service and march
Sorrento Foreshore
Rosebud – Service and march
Rosebud Cenotaph,
Corner Jetty and Point Nepean Roads
For full details of all ANZAC Day
events accross the Peninsula visit
mornpen.vic.gov.au/anzacday

Planning to run an event on the Mornington Peninsula?
Applications are invited from community groups
and organisations planning on delivering an event
within the Mornington Peninsula Shire between
1 July 2019 and 30 June 2022.
Event funding provides support for events that
deliver safe, diverse, equitable, accessible,
In the event of a Code Red Day all events will be cancelled.
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environmentally sustainable and economic
opportunities and outcomes for the
Mornington Peninsula.
For full details and to download our
Event Funding Guidelines visit:
mornpen.vic.gov.au/eventfunding

