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I’m humbled to be representing the 
Mornington Peninsula community as 
Mayor for 2018/19 and look forward to 
working with Shire Councillors and staff 
to take decisive action on the issues that 
matter to our region and ensure that the 
people living here are heard. There are 
many things I hope to achieve over the 
next year, from improving our planning 
scheme and contending with a planning 
tribunal that often ignores community 
values, to championing the importance 
of thriving arts and culture programs 
and supporting small-scale industry and 
jobs by activating underutilised land. 
While these issues are important and 
close to my heart, my highest priority 
will be to encourage transparency and 
accountability at all levels of government. 
I do this welcoming the Shire’s recently-
appointed CEO, John Baker, whose 
balance of local government and 
entrepreneurial experience makes him a 
great spokesperson for both our Council 
and our community. Have a great 
summer and stay safe this season —  
for events, health and safety information, 
refer to the Summer Guide included with 
this edition of Peninsula Wide.  

Councillor David Gill, Mayor 
Mornington Peninsula Shire 

 david.gill@mornpen.vic.gov.au 
 5950 1428

our shire

Talk to us 
 peninsulawide@mornpen.vic.gov.au 
 5950 1000 or 1300 850 600 
 customerservice@mornpen.vic.gov.au

Editor: Zoe Dzunko 
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Photographer: Ryan Eckersley 
Cover: Bee in flight with banksia

Report it online 
 mornpen.vic.gov.au/reportit

Mornington Peninsula Shire 
acknowledges and pays respect 
to the Bunurong/Boon Wurrung 
people, the traditional custodians 
of these lands and waters.

Cr Bev Colomb Cr Rosie Clark Cr Sam Hearn

Briars

Cr Hugh FraserCr Kate Roper Cr Bryan Payne

NepeanCerberus

Cr David Gill

Red Hill

There are growing reports of native 
protected wildlife having their nests 
displaced or becoming orphaned 
when vegetation is removed 
on private properties across 
the Mornington Peninsula. Any 
vegetation removal that threatens  
to disturb native wildlife in active 
nests must be avoided if animals  
will be adversely affected.

Visit us 
Rosebud  90 Besgrove Street 
Mornington  2 Queen Street 
Hastings  21 Marine Parade 
Somerville  1085 Frankston-Flinders 
Road (within Somerville Library)

For office hours or further info: 
 mornpen.vic.gov.au/contact

The information in this publication is of a general 
nature and is not intended to provide a complete 
discussion on each subject and/or issues 
canvassed. Mornington Peninsula Shire does  
not accept liability for any statement, opinion, 
errors or omissions contained herein.

Cr Antonella CeliCr Simon Brooks Cr Frank Martin Cr Julie Morris

WatsonSeawinds
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Full of life
Imagine, for a moment, a place where undulating hills spotted 
with forests and woodlands meet vast stretches of sandy 
beaches and dunes; a place where wetlands, saltmarshes 
and mangroves flourish in relative proximity to intertidal flats, 
and dramatic limestone and basalt coastal headlands stand 
in architectural splendour above the ocean. It may sound 
like a fantasy, but this is the Mornington Peninsula: a region 
where you’ll find 10% of the state’s coastline encircling almost 
a fifth of its flora, and wherein thrive more than 400 species of 
native animals and 700 species of native plants. 

With a landscape built of complex geological formations that 
result in diverse landforms and habitat types, the Peninsula 
supports an incredible range of plants and animals — 
including species and areas of regional, state, national and 
international significance — and forms part of the Western 
Port Ramsar Site and UNESCO Western Port Biosphere 
Reserve. As you might expect, we take biodiversity seriously 
here, which is why the Peninsula’s biodiversity values have, 
for the first time, been aggregated in the recently published 
State of Biodiversity report, prepared by Ecology Australia.

What we confirmed was a staggering array of flora, fauna 
and ecosystems in need of protection, including 22,000ha 
of remnant native vegetation, 65 vegetation types, five 
threatened vegetation communities, and numerous species 
in decline — with 20% of our native animals threatened 
and 10 now considered locally extinct. Unsurprisingly, land 
clearance, environmental weeds and feral animals emerged 
as the leading threats to our biodiversity.
As one of the most ecologically diverse regions in the state, 
we’re vividly aware of the role biodiversity plays in providing 
for our most basic needs of air, water, food and shelter, and 
its importance to our health and wellbeing. The Peninsula’s 
diverse natural resources represent the features our 
community most values about the region, and we couldn’t 
agree more; this connection to place is what unites us and — 
like our own vitality — the future of our biodiversity relies upon 
health and resilience. With many of the Peninsula’s natural 
assets, including some 57% of remnant vegetation, located 
on private land, we all have a role to play in the stewardship 
of our environment. We’re on this journey together, and 
together we will grow in the right direction.

57 Friends Groups 
volunteer their time to 
protect biodiversity in 
our bushland reserves

9,500 local native 
seedlings were 
planted by our Friends 
over the past year

380 working bees 
were organised by  
our Friends over  
the past year

96ha of environmental 
weed control was 
undertaken by  
our Friends

4,800 hours were 
volunteered by our 
Friends in the last 
year alone

Biodiversity Conservation Plan
Following the preparation of the State of Biodiversity 
report, we’ve worked with Ecology Australia to produce a 
Biodiversity Conservation Plan that establishes strategies 
and actions to help achieve best practice management 
for the protection and enhancement of biodiversity on the 
Mornington Peninsula. A draft of this plan is on  
public exhibition until 20 February 2019.  

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/biodiversity 

In loving memory  
of Matt Stahmer

With the help of our dedicated network of volunteers, we’re protecting the Peninsula one working bee at a time!
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The promised land
The Mornington Peninsula is home to one 
of the southeast region’s greatest natural 
assets. Located just 10 minutes from 
the bustling Rosebud shopping strip, 
Tootgarook Wetland is a haven for nature 
lovers, bird watchers, and anybody drawn 
to pristine environments abounding with 
indigenous plants and nationally listed 
endangered species.

For many years, the wetland has been 
a gathering place for those passionate 
about the nationally and internationally 
significant flora and fauna it plays host to, 
including the Australasian bittern and the 
vulnerable Leafy greenhood orchid.  

A state biosite, and the largest 
Groundwater Dependent Ecosystem 
in the region, the size and diversity of 
the wetland make it a special place to 
learn about the natural world and foster 
stewardship of our valued ecosystems.

As anyone who has spent time in 
this distinctive landscape will attest, 
preserving its values is vital. Our vision is 
for Tootgarook Wetland to be recognised 
for its profound environmental and 
cultural significance, and for the services 
it offers our local, visiting, and broader 
regional and national community. It will be 
protected for these values and as a place 
to inspire current and future generations. 

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/tootgarookwetland

One pan pasta
Summer is about effortless dining. 
Spend less time in the company of 
your stove and more relaxing in good 
company with the ultimate low-key 
dish spotlighting the seasonal stars.
Serves four | 20 minutes

• 500g linguine
• 500g cherry tomatoes
• 1 onion, thinly sliced
• 4 tsp extra virgin olive oill
• 4 cloves of garlic, sliced
• ½ tsp chilli flakes
• 4 ½ cups of water
• 3 sprigs of basil
• Salt and ground pepper
• Freshly grated Parmesan

Directions
1. Combine all ingredients except 
salt, pepper and cheese in a large 
straight-sided pan. Boil over high 
heat and stir until pasta is al dente 
and water has almost evaporated.

2. Season, serve and garnish with 
basil. Finish with oil and parmesan.

News from the field 
The days are growing brighter, and so is your plate! 
Avocado, basil, tomatoes, berries – what does that spell? Summer! Well, close 
enough. The tastes of the sunny season are fresh and bright, with simplicity the  
order of the day: think sweet cherries and succulent corn, zucchini and beans 
gleaming green, and ripe stone fruits from apricots to peaches. The days are long, 
the nights are warm and the tomatoes are abundant. Get them while they’re hot! 

 mpproduce.com.au

Appreciating the importance of the 
site, this year we secured a threatened 
land parcel to integrate into the broader 
wetland area, adopted the Tootgarook 
Wetland Management Plan 2018, and 
have been working with stakeholders 
and the community to reinvigorate its 
ecosystems and habitats. We’re urging:
• Commonwealth and Victorian 

Governments to preserve the wetland 
through provision of relevant funding 

• The Minister for Roads to remove the 
road reservation through the site

• The Commonwealth Government to 
support its RAMSAR recognition

Best of the best
When it comes to food, our community 
deserves the best — this means food 
that is not only prepared from nutritious, 
high-quality and environmentally 
sustainable ingredients, but also served 
in safe and inclusive settings. This is the 
Best Bites mission, and it’s what found 
us again celebrating local businesses 
raising the bar for safe and healthy 
eating options, including: Fork to Fork 
at Heronswood, Dromana (Restaurant 
of the Year), Merchant and Maker, 
McCrae (Café of the Year) and many, 
many more. Discover our awardees and 
the 2018 Best Bites Food Guide: 

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/bestbites
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Recycle right
It’s now more important than ever 
to recycle right. Recycling will always 
be a better and cheaper alternative to 
landfill, reducing the amount of natural 
resources and energy required to make 
new products. With recent changes 
to the industry, councils will now incur 
extra fees for contaminated recycling. 
To promote better waste practices, we’ll 
be montoring kerbside bins and will no 
longer collect contaminated recycling. 

What happens if I leave 
recyclables in a plastic 
bag? Nothing good! All 
recyclables in plastic bags 
go straight to landfill. 

What about plastics with 
numbered recycling 
symbols? These codes are 
not recycling symbols, they 
identify different plastics. 
As a rule, all rigid plastics 
can be put in your recycling 
bin but soft plastics (those 
easily scrunched) cannot. 

Can I recycle lids? Are 
they plastic or metal and 
did you remove them from 
the bottle first? Then yes! 

Can I recycle paper coffee 
cups? Disposable coffee 
cups are plastic lined. Use 
the rubbish bin for the cup 
and recycle the plastic lid.

What types of glass can I 
recycle? Glass bottles and 
jars can go in your recycling 
bin — windows, cups and 
cookware need not apply!

Do I need to rinse bottles 
/containers? Please do! 
Food contaminates the 
recycling process; discard 
liquids and food waste first.

Still unsure? Get to know your bin:
 mornpen.vic.gov.au/recycling

The word on waste
E-waste E-waste is anything with a 
plug, battery or cord. While it contains 
valuable resources we can reuse, it also 
harbours materials that can be toxic to 
the environment if not properly disposed 
of. As of July 2019, we can no longer 
send e-waste to landfill and must recycle 
it instead. Discover what e-waste  
can be recycled free of charge. 

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/disposalguide

Dob in a dumper We’ve had enough 
of dumped waste across our beaches 
streets, parks and reserves! Each year, 
Council spends more than $700,000 
cleaning up after illegal dumping. We 
value our environment and know you 
do too, so we’re asking for your help: 
if you spot someone ditching rubbish 
illegally on the Peninsula, take note of 
the time, place, item, and any identifying 
information, then let us know. 

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/dobinadumper

Recycling champions Passionate 
about protecting the environment?  
Want to help your community to 
Recycle Right? You sound just like 
a recycling champion! Learn about 
recycling, meet new friends and make 
the Peninsula a better place. Anyone 
18+ can become a recycling champion 
and no prior experience is required,  
just a passion and willingness to  
share your knowledge. 

Creating resilient coastal villages 
Our coastal villages require careful 
planning to ensure they are both 
resilient to the risks and potential 
impacts of climate change in the 
future — including erosion, flooding, 
sea level rise and storm surge — 
and protected for their unique built 
character. We’re developing a Coastal 
Villages and Neighbourhood Strategy 
for settlements along Western Port Bay 
and surrounds to produce Design and 
Character Frameworks that guide future 
development in response to the threats 
posed by coastal climate change over 
the next 15 to 20 years. 

We’re inviting the community to provide 
input on two concurrent projects being 
developed: the Coastal Villages and 
Neighbourhoods Strategy (Western 
Port Townships) and the Mornington 
Peninsula Neighbourhood Character 
Strategy (entire municipality). 
Together the projects will guide future 
development (public and private) of the 
coastal townships in the Western Port 
area of the municipality.

Reminder! Weekly kerbside bin collections  
begin 17 December and end 1 February.

Hammering home better building 
Improving your home is part of loving 
where you live, but we want anybody 
living in or working on your house, 
to be safe. To protect the community 
and character of our Peninsula, a new 
compliance arm of our Statutory Building 
Unit is cracking down on breaches of 
the Building Regulations 2018 and the 
Building Act 1993. Since May, numerous 
cases have been prosecuted and more 
are under investigation. Fines of up to 
$25,000 and, in some cases, criminal 
convictions have been imposed by the 
Magistrates Court, which can issue 
injunctions ordering removal of the work. 

Wondering if you need a permit?
 mornpen.vic.gov.au/buildingpermits

Building Code of Practice It’s important 
that all builders comply with the Building 
Works Code of Practice. The Code also 
forms part of our General Purpose Local 
Law 2012 and has requirements for site 
management to protect public amenity, 
safety and the environment during 
private works. The Code applies to all 
building sites across the Shire and fines 
and enforcement action can be taken for 
any non-compliances.  

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/buildingcode

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/recyclingchampions

Have your say online  
before 17 December 

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/haveyoursay

Heritage Grants assist owners of heritage places to carry out conservation 
projects. Properties covered by a Heritage Overlay, or those which contribute 
significantly to heritage precincts under the Mornington Peninsula Planning 
Scheme, are eligible to apply. Applications close Monday 24 December. 

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/heritagegrants  
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Call it out
Preventing violence and discrimination 
is a collective responsibility. Research 
suggests that engaging bystanders to 
take action when they witness incidents 
of violence, sexism and gender 
discrimination may be an effective 
tool in mitigating violence. From 25 
November to 10 December, the 16 
Days of Activism Against Gender-based 
Violence aims to address the main 
drivers of violence against women, 

engaging local cafés to raise awareness 
of safe yet effective actions individuals 
can take to call out disrespect. As 
hubs that bring together people of all 
walks of life, cafés are on the front line 
of our community.  For 16 Days, they’ll 
serve up a stronger morning brew — 
encouraging us to be cognisant of 
our place therein and reflect upon the 
positive role we might play in creating a 
safe and equitable society.

Clean waterways are our business
We all have a role to play in protecting 
our natural environment. We’re working 
with South East Water to help keep our 
waterways, catchments and beaches 
clean and are urging local business 
owners to exercise diligence when 
disposing of industrial trade waste. 

We have a range of educational 
materials available to assist business 
owners and staff in preventing 
stormwater pollution while protecting 
our waterways and beaches. 

Head online for more information: 
 mornpen.vic.gov.au/tradewaste

Water watch Wastewater disposal 
is a huge environmental issue on 
the Peninsula. We have the highest 
number of septic systems of any 
Victorian municipality, many of which 

were approved decades ago and are 
now discharging bacteria and other 
contaminants into groundwater and 
waterways. If you own a septic system 
it’s important to maintain it year-round 
for your own health and that of your 
family, friends, our waterways and the 
wider community. 

• Never turn off the power to treatment 
systems, even if the property is not 
your primary residence

• Regularly inspect disposal fields  
for damp areas

• Never dispose of fats or oils  
into your septic system

• Minimise cleaning products 
and bleach, and use only low 
phosphorus laundry detergents 

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/wastewater

State of the art
It’s hard to image a world without art and culture: one absent 
of music to provide the soundtrack for our days; no books 
and films to teach us about ourselves allow the exploration 
of other worlds and experiences; no art to reflect back to us 
the visions of our society; and no means of connecting with 
others along lines of culture and heritage — simply no place 
at all for our stories to thrive. Our committment to nurturing 
arts and culture across the Peninsula is firmly rooted in the 
belief that cultural experiences enrich our lives,  celebrate our 
identity and strengthen our connection to place. 

Creative dialogues with our community are essential to  
our vision of a diverse and thriving cultural landscape on  
the Peninsula. In preparation of a new four-year Arts and 
Culture Plan, we’re inviting creatives, residents and visitors  
to share ideas that will help shape the future of arts and 
culture in our region. Have your say online, head to a 
community forum or find us popping up at key  
events across summer.

Any artist who lives, works or studies on the Peninsula is 
welcome to join our Artist Register to inform art projects, 
identify opportunities and share information. If you’re part  
of a non-profit arts and cultural organisation or community 
group, add a Community Directory listing.  

 arts&culture@mornpen.vic.gov.au

Join our next Creative Forum!  
Bringing it together: Contribute 
to shaping the future of arts and 
culture in the Shire 
6 – 9pm, Wednesday 6 February, 
Somerville 

Registration is essential: 
 mornpen.vic.gov.au/artsandculture
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Stop to think 
Our school crossing supervisors are  
some of our most committed staff
Many of the individuals who play an integral role in the 
wellbeing of those we love — and sometimes we ourselves 
— often go unnoticed. Ours are special communities in 
that we can entrust the safety of our kids to people who are 
committed to caring for them each morning and afternoon 
through the simple act of ensuring their safe crossing of 
roads to and from school. Last year, we bid farewell to our 
longest serving Children’s Crossing Supervisor, and our 
second longest serving female employee, Pat Hutchison, 
who hung up her hat after more than 40 years of keeping 
children safe. The Shire has more than 80 crossings in 
operation across the Peninsula, each overseen by  
gregarious and dedicated staff. Give them a smile  
and a wave next time you see them.

Disability Inclusion Plan Close  
to one in five Australians live with  
disability, including more than  
28,000 people on the Peninsula. 

Our Disability Inclusion Plan  
2018-22 establishes a vision of  
working in partnership to achieve 
accessible and inclusive environments, 
transport, information, communication, 
leisure and recreation, employment, 
education and support services for 
people with a disability. 

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/dap

Bringing the beach to you
The Mornington Peninsula’s beaches are a special place for our community, 
providing a singular resource for leisure, wellbeing and appreciation of our unique 
environment. Everyone should be able to enjoy the sand and water, and this is what 
our popular beach matting program sets out to achieve. In 2016, Mount Martha 
became the first wheelchair accessible beach on the Peninsula, offering people in 
wheelchairs, or with limited mobility, the ability to get to the water’s edge.

With the ongoing support of the Mount Martha Life Saving Club, we’re delighted 
to welcome this necessary initiative back to the beach this summer season. The 
valuable service will now available seven days a week — an increase from last year 
— and the matting will remain until Sunday 21 April, with beach accessible chairs 
available on weekends. We’re determined to create an accessible Peninsula; the 
unrolling of this project is just another step in the right direction.

Libraries Change Lives  
is a campaign underscoring the pivotal 
contribution libraries make to Victoria. 
Did you know that almost one in three 
Victorians participated in a library 
program last year? Providing equal 
access to education, information, skills 
development and activities, libraries are 
the heart and soul of our communities 
and not a little bit life changing.  

 ourlibrary.mornpen.vic.gov.au/
haveyoursay 

Baby Makes 3 Designed to support 
and connect first time parents, Baby 
Makes 3 is a free parent group 
exploreing ways to maintain healthy, 
equal and intimate relationships in your 
early parenting months and the future. 
The two-hour sessions are run once 
a week over a three-week period, for 
both parents and baby, and facilitated 
by a male and female group leader. 
Bookings essential.

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/babymakes3

Community Grants Our Community 
Grants assist projects, groups and 
programs to develop effective activities 
promoting the health and wellbeing 
of local communities, strengthen 
townships by enhancing our social and 
built environments at the local level, and 
support the development and delivery 
of art projects. We awarded more than 
$250,000 in our 2018–19 round.  
Learn about the program:

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/grants

Have your say
We’re tackling community concerns 
about the use and compliance of 
Personal Watercraft (PWC) within 
boating and swimming zones along 
the Peninsula’s coastline and want to 
hear from you. 

Have your say online by  
Friday 21 December. 

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/haveyoursay
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Briars

With Christmas and summer looming, it’s integral that we remain up to date with vegetation 
management in reserves, vacant blocks, council areas and parkland, by regularly cutting back 
grasses and undertaking weed control. If you notice an area we may have missed, please let our 
Council know so that we can attend to it. Rubbish collections will soon increase dramatically for the 
summer period, and we will endeavour to keep up with the demand so that Briars Ward remains a 
great place to visit over the holiday season. What a wonderful 2018 we have had in our community! 
I wish you all many seasons greetings and a safe 2019. 

 0437 152 991    rosie.clark@mornpen.vic.gov.au

Summer is such an amazing time on the Peninsula; the streets and beaches bustling with families 
out enjoying the great weather and so many community events to dive into. With the excitement and 
festive spirit that tends to accompany this time of year, it’s easy to forget that the holiday season can 
be difficult for some. If you can, consider giving back to a local charity or volunteering to assist those 
who could use a little extra kindness. Have a happy holidays and thank you for an incredible 2018, 
we’re lucky to have such a great community in Briars Ward. 

 0437 170 083    sam.hearn@mornpen.vic.gov.au

It’s been a busy year! We’ve met many residents and groups, and these encounters inform and inspire 
us when we meet around the Council table. As always, it was wonderful to meet so many volunteers and 
offer assistance where possible. I’d especially like to thank all involved in our CFAs and Marine rescues. 
One of our aims was to improve sporting facilities in 2018, including Civic, Citation and Emil Madsen 
Reserves, and support expanding memberships, especially with so many girls joining sporting clubs. 
It was terrific to secure government funding for the Mornington Community Centre, which will join an 
integrated service hub at Wilsons Road. Sadly, the Mornington Street Parade won’t run on Australia Day, 
but festivities in Main Street and the park will be sensational and topped off by fireworks. I’m excited for 
next year’s first Ward meeting — look out for it in the next issue. Best wishes for a safe, happy holiday.  

 0418 506 638    bev.colomb@mornpen.vic.gov.au

Mornington Bowls and Croquet 
Clubs Our community is enjoying 
smoother parking at the Bowls and 
Croquet Clubs at Civic Reserve after 
works to seal the existing car park, 
which flooded during significant rain 
events and was heavily potholed,  
were completed in October.

Citation Reserve Pavilion The state-of-
the-art Citation Reserve Pavilion is now 
being enjoyed by our community! 

Designed to support local groups, 
clubs and sporting teams, the pavilion 
— which features multipurpose 
change rooms, accessible and unisex 
toilets, and a series of common 
areas — is both modern and efficient, 
with low-energy lighting, heating and 

cooling specifically tailored to reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions. An official 
opening for this fantastic facility is 
planned for March 2019.

Civic Reserve tracking great 
progress We’re moving mountains 
at Civic Reserve! With drainage and 
bulk earthworks excavation works 
commencing early September, the new 
and improved reserve is expected to be 
handed back to the community in May 
2019. When completed it will include a 
400-metre all-weather athletics track, 
four senior-size soccer pitches, and 
extensive landscaping, pathways  
and parking, supporting athletics  
and soccer in the Briars ward  
area and beyond.

Cr Bev Colomb

Cr Rosie Clark

Cr Sam Hearn

What’s new

Citation Reserve Pavilion

Civic Reserve



Summer 2018 –19   PENINSULA WIDE  9

A season in highlights 

September World Suicide Prevention 
Day Walk The streets of Mornington 
filled with vibrant ribbons as hundreds 
marched in a show of solidarity 
and support, raising awareness of 
mental health and the importance of 
personal and community connections 
at the second annual World Suicide 
Prevention Day walk on Sunday 9 
September at Mornington Park, hosted 
in partnership with Chasing Change.

October Best foot forward We were 
delighted to launch Walk to School 
month with the energetic students at 
Mt Eliza Primary School. Encouraging 
Victorian primary school children 
to walk, ride or scoot to and from 
school throughout October, this 
excellent initiative teaches our kids 
the importance of building a healthy 

community and environment – one step 
at a time! During October, 663 students 
participated and logged almost 13,000 
walks, rides or scoots, with Mount 
Martha Primary School taking  
home the top prize for 2018!

Meeting our community We enjoyed 
meeting with members of our 
community to hear their concerns, 
answer their questions and discuss 
the issues that are high on their list 
of priorities at our Ward Community 
Meeting on 25 October.

November Mornington Community 
House $2.05M in grant funding through 
the State Government’s Growing 
Suburbs Fund will assist in the delivery 
of the new home for Mornington 
Community House. The new facility will 
incorporate innovative and sustainable 
design principles to provide spaces 
that promote a full suite of community 
services and programs, including: 
education classes and workshops 
for seniors, parents and young 
people; space for clubs, associations 
and support groups; and public 
meeting rooms, health and wellbeing 
consultation rooms and classes, child 
care, and special needs services.

Changing Places, Octavia Street 
We’re leading the way on public 
accessibility with the first Exceloo 
Changing Places facility in the country. 
The new amenity caters for people 
with high-care needs and includes 
regular accessible, ambulant, unisex 
and parents’ cubicles. Most Changing 
Places toilets are locked with a Master 
Locksmith Association Key (MLAK) 
system, which are available at all Shire 
customer service centres to ensure our 
community can access these facilities.  

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/changingplaces

Mount Martha South Beach toilet  
The reconstructed facility will include 
three unisex cubicles (one accessible), 
a generous changeroom, a salt rinse 
shower and a drinking fountain, and 
reflect the iconic beach boxes within 
the precinct. Works are scheduled to 
commence March 2019 to minimise 
disruptions during the summer period. 

Briars Bulletin
Kaufland The state government will 
consider an application for a major 
supermarket development — proposed 
to be more than 4,000 square metres 
— on the gateway site to Mornington, 
after the Victorian Minister for Planning 
the Hon Richard Wynne removed the 
decision-making power from your 
elected Councillors to an Advisory 
Committee he has appointed. 

The proposed location on the border 
of the green wedge will destroy the 
prominent entry gateway to Mornington, 
with an advertising sign atop a 
20m pole and a building 60m wide 
dominating the ‘green’ gateway skyline. 
We believe the establishment of such 
a major retail site on industrial land 
outside the Mornington Activity Centre 
could profoundly impact the retail 
economy within the Mornington Village 
and cause major traffic congestion.

The state government has now  
placed the proposed development  
on Public Exhibition and the community 
will have until after Christmas to  
provide feedback. 

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/kaufland

2019 Ulysses Club National Rally  
The 2019 Ulysses Club National Rally 
will be held at Mornington Racecourse 
from 25 February  – 3 March 2019, 
attracting Ulysses Club members from 
across the country to attend the event 
and participate in the club’s official 
AGM and trade show. 

An open day for the public will be held 
from 10am   – 9pm on Thursday 28 
February — allowing the community 
to visit the trade show and chat to 
motorcycle enthusiasts — and a Grand 
Parade in Mornington on Saturday 3 
March will culminate the visit. For more 
details as they are confirmed:  

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/events 

The Pillars In the interests of public 
safety, the construction of a temporary 
fence to restrict access to The Pillars,  
in advance of the summer holiday 
period, has commenced. The 
450-metre fence will be erected  
along The Esplanade, stretching  
from Marguerita Avenue past Deakin 
Drive, and close off the major entry 
locations to the dangerous cliff site. 

We’re looking to a more permanent 
aesthetic fence that blends into 
the environment as a long-term 
solution, which would also allow for 
the revegetation of the culturally and 
environmentally significant site.  

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/thepillars

Australia Day 2019
We’re anticipating an inspiring and 
inclusive Australia Day in Mornington, 
from street entertainment and music, 
to food, fireworks and activities 
bringing the community together to 
celebrate from the central activity hub 
at Mornington Park. For more event 
details, view the Summer Guide: 

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/summer
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It’s been a vibrant time  
for Cerberus Ward, with  
a string of inspiring  
events that have drawn 
together and galvanised 
our community. 

The highly successful 
inaugural Hastings 
Gift athletics event on 
17 November was an 
excellent celebration  
of our local sporting  

clubs and groups, attracting athletes from far and wide. 

I felt so proud to march with my community in support  
of a great cause: the 2018 White Ribbon Day March.  
It’s times like these that I feel honoured to belong to  
such a close-knit ward as Cerberus.

As the weather begins to warm up, I’m reminded of  
what a special part of the world we live in; nothing  
makes me happier than spending an afternoon in the 
pristine environment of Devilbend Reservoir, walking  
the trails or kayaking on the tranquil waters. 

With the summer season in full swing, there’s no 
better time to wander through our community markets 
and discover local makers and growers. I especially 
recommend the Bittern market every Sunday, located  
next to Bittern Station. Have a lovely holiday season, 
and I look forward to seeing you in 2019. 

 0437 134 168    kate.roper@mornpen.vic.gov.au

Cr Kate Roper
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Cerberus

Marching on the  
right side of history
The 2018 White Ribbon Day March along High Street in 
Hastings was a powerful affirmation of our community’s 
steadfast commitment to the realisation of gender equality 
and the condemnation of gendered violence. Victoria Police 
recently reported 1,184 family violence incidents on the 
Peninsula, coupled with the highest rate of children being 
recorded at family violence incidents in the Bayside Peninsula 
region — an alarming 37.6 per cent as compared with the 
state average of 27.6 per cent. 

While these figures are immensely worrying, a recent 
VicHealth survey showing 92.3 per cent of adults in our 
community would be willing to intervene in a situation of 
family violence is cause for hope — demonstrating a keen 
and widespread sense of accountability shared by many 
members of the local community. 

This sentiment was on full display at the march, which forms 
part of Council’s approach to addressing family violence as 
outlined in our Prevention of Family Violence Implementation 
Plan 2015-18. Facilitated by the Westernport Respectful 
Relationships Committee, the event saw people from all 
walks of life unite under the 2018 White Ribbon Day theme 
of standing up, speaking out and acting to prevent violence 
against women — reaffirming our shared commitment to 
fostering a culture and community in which women are 
unconditionally safe and valued.  

Crib Point Recreation Reserve A new 
players/scorers shelter will be added 
to the existing netball courts at Crib 
Point Recreation Reserve — increasing 
participation for sporting clubs and 
providing netball courts that meet the 
Netball Victoria Standards — in a major 
project joint-funded by the Shire and a 
$200,000 contribution from the Victorian 
Government’s Sport and Recreation 
Victoria Grants Program. 

Construction works are anticipated to 
be completed by April 2019.

Crib Point Pool Works to refurbish 
the change rooms at Crib Point Pool 
are expected to commence after the 
summer period — providing fresh and 
modern amenities for users — with new 
umpires change rooms for local football 
also proposed for construction.

Woolleys Reserve Equestrian Ménage  
As part of the Woolleys Road Reserve 
Masterplan, a new dressage arena  
is due to be installed, providing 
enhanced facilities for our local 
equestrian community. 

Construction of the 30m x 60m  
sand ménage is expected to 
commence early 2019.

What’s new
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Wonderful works at Wallaroo 

It was a pleasure to witness the 
September unveiling of custom murals 
produced by local Hastings students 
as part of the Mural Arts project for 
Wallaroo Reserve. Coordinated by 
Helen Smith and Miles Lindqvist from 
Western Port Secondary College — 

both of whom were committed to 
ensuring local involvement from  
schools and community groups —  
the murals mark another milestone  
in the five-year Wallaroo Reserve 
Activate Spaces Project, which aims 
to empower community members to 
become involved and leave their mark 
at the reserve in a positive way.

The quality of artwork our local children 
and students have developed over the 
past year is outstanding, and it was 
an extremely proud moment to join 
our community in celebrating their 
contribution to the space. 
The project has flourished with the 
support of the State Government’s 
Growing Suburbs Fund, the Federal 
Government’s Community Development 
Grant, generous local contributions from 
Good Shepherd Community House and 

Community Kinder’s Plus, and the  
Shire — not to mention a significant 
number of volunteer in-kind hours from 
the Wallaroo Resident’s Action Group. 

A true collaborative community 
endeavour, the involvement of  
local groups, schools and community 
houses, coupled with numerous 
improvements to the reserve  
including seating, landscape 
architecture and revegetation,  
has injected the space with vitality  
and a renewed sense of optimism. 

Western Port Secondary College 
celebrated a milestone in October, 
marking 40 years of education  
in the community for the school, 
which has faithfully served the 
Western Port region since 1978.

High hopes for Hastings
Community access The planned 
replacement of the existing King Street 
public toilet, which experiences high 
levels of visitation and is located on 
the main public transport interchange, 
will now include a Changing Places 
cubicle in addition to two regular 
accessible cubicles and four standard 
ambulant facilities. Construction of 
the specialised all-accessible toilet is 
expected to commence in April 2019; 
once completed, the amenity will 
provide for those with high-care needs 
and promote greater inclusion within 
the Hastings township.

Community links Redevelopment 
works to activate five of the central 
laneways throughout the Hastings 
town hub will include new concrete 

pavements with feature paving 
elements, lighting, street furniture 
and landscaping. Detailed designs 
and consultations for the first two 
laneways — O’Toole Walk Laneway 
and Fisherman’s Lane — have been 
completed and works are anticipated  
to commence in March 2019, following 
the Western Port Festival.

Community watch A new surveillance 
camera at the intersection of Wallaroo 
and Hodgins Roads has been installed to 
deter graffiti. A joint initiative of the Shire 
and Hastings Police, the camera is one 
in a series of steps we’re taking to tackle 
ongoing anti-social behaviour, create safe 
and uplifting community environments, 
and protect our public spaces from 
senseless acts of vandalism.

A prized performance The inaugural 
Hastings Gift got off to a running start on 
Saturday 17 November, with high-calibre 
athletes from across the country travelling 
to Thomas Barclay Oval to compete for 
the top honour. With $8,000 in prizes 
for the men’s and women’s 120-metre 
feature events, the races attracted some 
of the country’s leading athletes to the 
track and the stage, including former 
Olympic gold medallist and world record 
holder Ralph Doubell AM, who presented 
the winner’s sash for the 800m.

Western Port 
Community  
Christmas Dinner 
Don’t be alone on Christmas Day.

Western Port Community Support  
will again be hosting their free 
Community Christmas dinner at 
Hastings Bowling Club from  
12 – 3pm. 

Both singles and families  
are welcome.
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Rye Boat Ramp – ready to launch!
In what represents a project borne from equal parts necessity 
and collaboration, it was a tremendous privilege to officially 
open the Rye Boat Ramp on Friday 30 November. Joined 
by our community and key stakeholders — including 
representatives from the Marine Industry, Rye Lions Club, 
Safety Beach Coastguard, Simpson Construction Company, 
the Department of Economic Development, Jobs, Transport 
and Resources, and the Boating Industry Association  
— we celebrated the completion of the $1.23 million upgrade 
and, with it, a safer, easier and faster area for our boating 
community to utilise. 

Thanks to this significant upgrade, which involved the 
reconstruction of the three existing boat ramps and the 
construction of a new jetty and ramp, peak wait times for boat 
launching and retrieval will be reduced from 51 minutes to 

just 16 minutes. Our excitement about 
the realisation of this project coincides 
with the announcement of Labor’s ‘Better 
Boating Fund,’ which signals a fairer and 
more sustainable policy for our boating 
community. We look forward to seeing 
this commitment come to fruition — and 
our boating community out on the water!

RJ Rowley Reserve, Rye Two dedicated netball competition 
courts and a multi-use netball/basketball court are in the 
works for RJ Rowley Reserve, a major upgrade to the almost 
forty-year-old facility to ensure the courts are safe, fit for 
purpose, and provide a stage for our local clubs to shine. 
With the Rye junior and senior clubs amassing approximately 
110 netballers, the new courts — anticipated to be completed 
by April 2019 — will contribute towards the growing number 
of passionate netball players in our community, and create 
growth opportunities for healthy and safe sporting activities.

Portsea Beach We’re working with the State Government, 
Portsea Foreshore Advisory Group and Nepean Ratepayers 
Association todevelop a long-term solution for Portsea Beach, 
a major public asset that has been compromised by coastal 
erosion. We welcomed an announcement by the Hon. Lily 
D’Ambrosio MP, Minister for Energy, Environment and Climate 
Change, that the existing sandbag wall will be repaired to 
protect the coastline and provide time to further investigate 
the restoration of this significant site for future generations.

Point Nepean Road Footpath Following the construction 
of a missing length of the Point Nepean Road path network 
between Canterbury Jetty Road and Tyrone Boat Ramp  
last year, works to extend the path to Minnimurra Road  
are now complete. 

The $1.3M project provides pedestrian connectivity between 
Rye and Blairgowrie by way of a two-metre-wide pathway, 
constructed in sections of exposed aggregate concrete and 
meshed boardwalk, that meanders along the roadside and 
is aligned to minimise the impact on existing vegetation and 
areas of cultural significance.
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Nepean

With the opening of the Rye Boat Ramp in late 
November, Point Nepean Road Footpath works  
nearing completion and Point Nepean Men’s Shed 
recently taking up residence in Sorrento Hangar, 
Nepean Ward has been a veritable whirlwind of  
activity. There are numerous projects set to  
enhance community spaces and athletic facilities  
in the coming months and Council is committed to 
supporting works that enhance our environment and 
community wellbeing, while still looking critically 
at any applications that may be detrimental to the 
neighbourhood character of the Nepean Peninsula. 
Many of our coastal villages represent a major historical 
record of settlement and cultural heritage, but are  
under threat from insensitive development.  
We’re looking forward to celebrating 
a safe and happy holiday with our 
community, in the place we treasure. 

 0428 258 354  
 hugh.fraser@mornpen.vic.gov.au

 0437 193 039   
 bryan.payne@mornpen.vic.gov.au

Crs Hugh Fraser and Bryan Payne

What’s new

David Trunfull, Mechelle Cheers and Pauline Powell join 
Shire staff for a stroll along the new pathway
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A chance encounter with history 
The folkloric tale of local historical figure William Buckley is 
one of truth stranger than fiction. After his escape from the 
1803 Collins Convict Settlement in Sorrento, Buckley spent 
more than three decades living with the Wathaurong People 
on the Bellarine Peninsula. Now, this iconic story is being 
brought to the stage, with local historian Richard Cotter, 
and operatic baritone and composer, Antony Ransome, 
teaming up to compose a narrative opera — a collaboration 
between the Astral Theatre Society and the newly-formed 
Buckley Opera Project. A community effort involving a 
diverse cast, the opera brings together people of Indigenous 
backgrounds, those with a passion for history and heritage, 
local and professional performers of theatre and music, and 
experienced personnel to recreate Nepean Peninsula history 
like never before. 

The part of Buckley will be sung by acclaimed baritone 
Michael Lampard, a Tasmanian Conservatorium of Music 
graduate who has made a name for himself on the 
international operatic stage. Lampard will be joined by 
Shauntai Batzke (Purran-Murnin), alumna of the Melba 
Opera Trust and a principal artist with National Indigenous 
opera company Short Black Opera, who will also perform a 
special solo recital at St Johns, Sorrento on 3 March. With 
its emphasis upon the mingling of cultures, and presenting 
an opportunity to showcase Aboriginal performers, the work 
aims to raise historical awareness of Buckley’s enduring 
legacy, and its moral and social importance. 

Performances will run at Rosebud Memorial Hall 4  – 5 May  
as part of the 2019 National Trust Heritage Festival.

 buckleyopera.org

Marking the passage of time
Located between Western and Eastern 
Sister on Sullivan Bay, Collins Settlement 
Site is historically and culturally significant 
for having been the first of the British 
Government’s official settlements 
in southern Australia. With surviving 
artefacts of symbolic and archaeological 
importance, the site is a special place 
to wander through time — follow the 
markers placed at strategic points to learn 
about its historic value and glean insight 
into the lives of its 1803 community. 

A wave of success
The construction of new clubroom 
facilities for Portsea Surf Life Saving 
Club is going swimmingly, with the new 
frame standing as a testament to what 
will be an immensely significant building 
upon completion. The iconic clubhouse 
has stood in its current position since 
1960; the $7M redevelopment, which 
includes a $1M contribution from 
the Shire, will provide state-of-the-art 
facilities for the current and future 
members who work relentlessly to 
ensure the safety of beachgoers.

Permission to land
We were thrilled to provide a home for the 
newly-established Point Nepean Men’s 
Shed who will set up a permanent base 
at Sorrento Hangar, revitalising the vacant 
space as a hub for community projects 
and connections. Actively partnering with 
local schools, community groups and 
service providers to support a range of 
community services, they welcome new 
members from across the Peninsula 
to stop by, share skills and knowledge, 
revisit old hobbies and make new friends.

French Street Reserve, Rye Following enthusiasm to activate 
the land as a community space, we’re seeking input on plans 
to enhance and protect 7.2 hectares of underutilised public 
land at French Street Reserve in Rye. A Draft Masterplan — 
which proposes to develop a park with low level infrastructure 
to promote learning, health and enjoyment — has been 
produced in response to feedback from our community and 
prioritises the protection of 3.2 hectares of existing Moonah 
Woodland alongside the construction of walking trails, picnic 
areas and an all abilities public toilet. Your feedback will help us 
to ensure the overall design is what our community wants.

Sorrento Visitor Centre Designed by Workshop Architecture, 
the Sorrento Visitor Centre recently took out the Kevin 
Borland Award for small project architecture at the Victorian 
Architecture Awards! The modern yet sympathetic design 
was collaboratively developed by Council working with 
the Sorrento Portsea Chamber of Commerce, Beachside 
Tourism and Nepean Ratepayers Association, and delivered 
with aplomb by the practice, whose design drew inspiration 
from Sorrento’s unique geology and history with conceptual 
references to coastal Moonah trees and the lime kilns that 
once lined its cliffs.

Beating Buruli in Victoria  As you enjoy the outdoors this 
summer, please be ever mindful of your health. Buruli ulcer 
(also known as Bairnsdale ulcer) is an infection of skin and 
soft tissue caused by the bacterium Mycobacterium ulcerans. 
With cases steadily increasing in Victoria, particularly on the 
Southern Peninsula, early detection and protecting yourself 
from potential sources of infection such as soil and insect 
bites are key. Stay informed and beat the bite: 

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/beatthebite   
Have your say on our French Street Reserve, Rye – Draft 
Masterplan online or in person by Friday 21 December.  

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/haveyoursay

Community members at French Street Reserve

Men’s Shed president John Stevenson
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There are many small 
townships across Red 
Hill Ward, each with their 
own issues but all sharing 
concerns about remaining 
as villages within a rural 
area. Infrastructure is 
a major consideration 
for villages in our ward, 
including recreation areas 
for young people, meeting 
places for mum and dad, 
and facilities for the elderly 

to move without leaving their own backyard. Council is 
looking at infrastructure needs across the Peninsula, with 
studies beginning in individual townships and villages — 
your input on the place you love to live will be important 
in planning for the future. Already, feedback shows the 
need to protect villages and township character in rural 
areas, while also considering everything from community 
houses, men’s sheds, skate parks to planning matters 
like traffic and signage. We’re so lucky to have many 
publications and social forums — all run by volunteers 
— discussing these matters passionately and with great 
understanding. I encourage you to share your thoughts 
with them and become active in discussions about the 
place you call home. I’m proud to have contributed 
to The Bridge, Hill ‘n Ridge, The Nautilus, and other 
newsletters that serve the important function of keeping 
communities together and informed. Likewise, it’s great 
to be cc’d in if you contact the Shire about issues, and 
concerns so that l can follow up on your behalf. With 
50% of the Peninsula geographically in Red Hill Ward, 
your help in keeping me informed is most appreciated. 

 0437 129 016    david.gill@mornpen.vic.gov.au

State of play Play spaces provide important community 
benefits to overall social wellbeing, and encourage healthy, 
active lifestyles. We want to ensure all play spaces across 
Red Hill Ward are high quality, well-used and loved by 
the community. With the decision to renew of Pine Grove 
playground, Shoreham has received the attention it deserves,  
in the first in a number of upgrades that will also include 
Flinders Common. These renewal works are extremely  
welcome in our ward, where all play spaces require updating 
and the construction of a playground in the township of  
Cape Schanck is long overdue.

Courting better facilities Our community will soon have 
access to two new asphalt netball courts at Red Hill Recreation 
Reserve. The improvements will allow better usability of 
the courts for training, providing Red Hill netball club and 
other sporting groups space to practice and compete on 
modern facilities that encourage increased participation. With 
construction works expected to be completed by next April,  
our netballers will be landing foot on new courts in no time. 

Planning for protection 
A contentious issue is the creep of housing into our region as 
more people seek a rural lifestyle. These Green Wedge areas 
do not permit housing without an agricultural or conservation 
purpose and, excepting the contentious replacement of 
pre-Green Wedge dwellings, require an acceptable farm or 
conservation management plan. The planning compliance 
officer has advised that a Pro-Active Compliance review is 
planned on all properties subject to a Farm Management 
Plan within the Green Wedge. Council adopted the Green 
Wedge Management Plan 2018 to ensure that land intended 
for agricultural purposes is properly managed.

Red Hill
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Cr David Gill

What’s new
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Balnarring Township Structure Plan 
The Balnarring Township Structure 
Plan will guide land use, development, 
urban design and transport decisions 
that support the successful growth 
and enhancement of the Balnarring’s 
activity areas over the next 15 years, and 
provide for the changing needs of the 
community. As part of our endeavour 
to work towards enhancing liveability to 
create better places to live, work, and 
shop, while looking after their special 
and unique values, the Structure Plan 
aims to shape future growth to provide 
a more attractive, accessible, safe and 
sustainable centre. I strongly encourage 
the local community to engage with us 
and provide their thoughts to help set 
the vision for the future. You can provide 
feedback online: 

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/haveyoursay 

St Andrews Beach Due to their lack 
of drainage and substandard road 
construction, many of the roads in St 
Andrews Beach are nearing the point 
where they can longer be maintained. In 
September, we hosted two consultation 
sessions for residents to discuss a 
proposed drainage and road upgrade, 
view a concept plan and cost estimate, 
and ask questions. Following a formal 
postal/online survey of property owners, 
the results will be presented to an open 
Council meeting. All property owners will 
be informed of the survey results and 
Council’s decision on the proposal.

Flinders Civic Hall is an important 
community space. We’re looking to 
enhance and improve the hall to ensure 
it’s the best it can be for the Flinders 
community, and are currently seeking 
your ideas and feedback.  

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/flinderscivichall

Balnarring Civic Court Reserve 
The vision for Civic Court Reserve is 
a place that fosters participation in 
healthy outdoor activities and enhances 
community connections. In August, we 
celebrated the first sod turning of the 
$640,000 project, which will build on 
the high-quality, remnant vegetation 
to create an inclusive public hub with 
a performance and market space 
and nature-based play elements. 
Members of the Balnarring Village 
Common Community Group have been 
instrumental in getting the project off the 
ground and informing the design. I look 
forward to seeing everyone, especially 
our local kids, enjoy this space with family 
and friends for many years to come.

Community for community
Red Hill Ward is home to many integral community-focused initiatives offering 
essential support services to people of all walks of life. Presentation Family Centre, 
established to provide respite accommodation for families and individuals in difficult 
circumstances, has operated a property with five houses in Balnarring since 1989, 
and in that time, assisted more than 30,000 people. 

Likewise, offering support through targeted actions — providing advice to those  
in need, generating important discussions and encouraging cultural connections  
— Balnarring’s Doing Justice Group is an alliance working proactively in service  
of a better, healthier community. We’re lucky to have these support networks to  
call upon; often they are invisible to us until we really need them and then,  
when we do, they are indispensable.  

Sweet scheme to save our bees
It was a call from Balnarring Beach resident and bee 
enthusiast, Alex Lusnats, that prompted my recent visit to 
Moonee Valley City Council. Accompanied by Cr Antonella 
Celi and Simon Thorning of the Shire’s Natural Systems team, 
we met with Mayor John Sipek to learn about Mooney Valley’s 
inexpensive yet immensely valuable bee program. The only 
municipal sponsored scheme of its kind in Victoria, Mooney 
Valley’s bee program aims to develop awareness of the value 
of bees — including native bees — and increase local honey 
production, crop pollination and protect bees from diseases 
that have wiped out large populations in Europe and America. 

One impressive aspect of Moonee Valley’s education 
program is the donation of hives built by local men’s sheds

 to foster citizen beekeeping. A key project is ‘bee hotels’ 
— small hives that come with several native bees and have 
resulted in hundreds of children now caring for these non-
aggressive bees in their backyards. In addition to promoting 
education and sustainable apiculture, Moonee Valley Council 
also offers an alternative to the expensive eradication of the 
occasional bee swarm with an affordable relocation service. 
We are lucky to have local bee keepers that already offer this 
service on the Peninsula; however, our native bee population 
is still under threat due to development and competition 
from introduced honey bees. There were once many kinds of 
native bees but there has been a drastic reduction. My local 
favourite is the beautiful blue-banded bee but they are now 
difficult to find here. 

Native bees pollinate our remnant indigenous vegetation and 
are part of our ecosystem. Although we need overseas bees 
for agricultural production to safeguard our local $1 billion 
food bowl, the value of implementing a program like Moonee 
Valley’s on the Mornington Peninsula would be twofold: with 
community support to relocate honey bees from the Shire’s 
many bushland reserves to agricultural areas, we could 
increase our native bee populations and encourage honey 
bees to do their job.

Field note: Blue-banded bee 
The blue-banded bee (Amegilla cingulate) is native to 
Australia and striking for its pale-blue striped abdomen. 
Crucial for food production, it contributes to approximately 
30% of crops in Australia and is distinctive for its buzz 
pollination, using vibration to dislodge pollen from flowers 
otherwise difficult to pollinate. Quite poetically, the blue-
banded bee collects most of its nectar from blue flowers.
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The Southern Peninsula shines during the summer holidays, with events and festivals lighting 
up the social calendar. I always look forward to the impressive annual cultural showcase at the 
Peninsula Film Festival, and I am continually amazed by our local talent. With the sounds of  
caroling soon to be resounding through Dromana and Rosebud, Christmas is most certainly  
in the air! From our local theatre and dance groups, to vocalists and instrumentalists, there’s 
something for everyone to enjoy this festive season. 

 0408 974 143    antonella.celi@mornpen.vic.gov.au

Following the recent state election, we’re optimistic that the reinstated Labor Government will 
demonstrate enthusiasm for the many and varied public works projects we’re committed to  
providing for our community. We look forward to laying the foundations for a fruitful and  
collaborative relationship with our new state member. We hope for ongoing support for  
Council’s key projects in the coming years, including the Rosebud Aquatic Centre, which  
will promote positive wellbeing outcomes for our community. 

 0437 153 578    frank.martin@mornpen.vic.gov.au

Recently, I was grateful to travel to Kiama in New South Wales to attend the Cities  
Power Partnership Summit on behalf of Council and the Mornington Peninsula community.  
This alliance of Councils from across Australia is building networks and sharing information 
around local-level actions in response to the urgency of climate change to ensure we  
are all accelerating towards a low carbon future. 

 0437 174 486    simon.brooks@mornpen.vic.gov.au

Truemans Road Recreation Reserve 
Works are underway to reconstruct the 
multipurpose sporting oval and construct 
a new cricket net facility at Truemans 
Road Recreation Reserve in Capel 
Sound. Primarily used by the Tootgarook 
Cricket Club and Rosebud Heart Soccer 
Club, we’re looking forward to seeing 
our local soccer and cricket enthusiasts 
enjoying their new-and-improved oval 
and nets in April 2019.

Olympic Park The growing Olympic 
Park community can now flourish 
following the completion of the sports 
pavilion, and the construction of a new 
players change room building, which will 
provide the space necessary to meet 
increased demand at the  
Rosebud reserve.

Safer streets for our communities 
The Safer Residential Areas project 
focuses on improving road safety on 
local streets throughout the shire.

Through analysis of crash statistics and 
speed data, Rosebud and Dromana 
have been identified as one of three 
priority areas for local area traffic 
management (LATM) works. 

Following extensive community 
consultation in early 2018, the works 
are expected to take place between 
February and March next year.
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Seawinds

Cr Simon Brooks

Cr Antonella Celi

Cr Frank Martin

What’s new
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Waterfall Gully Preschool, Rosebud 
We’re committed shaping a brighter 
future for our children. Waterfall Gully 
preschool recently underwent a major 
upgrade to increase opportunities for 
physical activity and social interaction, 
and to provide more accessible and 
integrated spaces within the centre.  
The works were supported by a 
$283,000 Growing Suburbs Fund  
grant from the Victorian Government 
and an additional $215,000 in funding 
from the Shire. As the largest preschool 
on the Peninsula, servicing Rosebud 
in addition to several neighbouring 
townships, we’re delighted to know the 
175 local children who attend the centre 
will benefit from the new facilities, and  
an enriched learning experience.

Dromana Preschool The extension and 
refurbishment of Dromana Preschool 
will expand the floor area of the building, 

increasing the pre-school’s capacity to 
33 places, and see to the construction 
of a new enclosed foyer, refurbished 
bathrooms for staff and children, a new 
arts sink, and more. While minor works 
took place in the September school 
holiday period, major works have been 
scheduled over summer to minimise 
disruption to the preschool service and 
improve the likelihood of its completion 
in time for first term.

Dromana Maternal and Child  
Health Centre Works to enhance 
Dromana Maternal and Child Health 
Centre for our community are  
anticipated for March 2019. Designs 
for the improved centre include 
refurbishment of the consultation  
rooms, waiting area and toilets,  
and the repositoning of the current  
entry so as to link it with the new foyer 
at Dromana Preschool. 

A bright future
Isolation and loneliness can be 
significant factors for older people  
living alone, which is why it’s so 
important to promote ongoing 
opportunities for individuals to come 
together and share their experiences  
of ageing, while forging connections 
with others in the community.

Over the past months, the Shire has 
participated in and facilitated events 
and initiatives aimed at promoting 
positive ageing and wellbeing at all 
stages of life. Coinciding with the 
2018 Victorian Senior’s Festival in 
October — which encouraged people 
to engage with their community by 
joining in free or low-cost activities and 
events specially designed for older 
Victorians — the third National Age 
Friendly Australia Forum on 17 – 18 

October presented an opportunity to 
generate ideas and share strategies 
for cultivating places and spaces that 
allow people to age well. In November, 
our Positive Ageing Community Summit 
brought residents and community 
organisations together to share 
feedback and opportunities to improve 
the experience of aging in our region. 
With older people making up more than 
30% of the population, we’re committed 
to creating a Peninsula that is not only a 
place to age well, but one where people 
at all stages of life can thrive. 

A watertight plan for Rosebud Aquatic Centre 
Drawing inclusivity into the design  
As early ground works to construct site car parking and 
drainage progress at the future home of Rosebud Aquatic 
Centre, we’re celebrating another key milestone following the 
approval of detailed design plans for the highly anticipated 
development. Rosebud Aquatic Centre has undergone 
extensive design consultation, including contributions from 
the Shire’s Disability Advisory Committee (DAC) and the 
Peninsula Advisory Committee for Elders (PACE) who advised 
on the final plans to ensure universal design is reflected for 
equal accessibility, improving health and wellbeing outcomes 
and overall enjoyment and inclusive use. To ensure the facility 
caters to the needs of the entire community, it’s integral that 

the designs reflect their feedback and that efforts are made to 
ensure the main competition pool is multi-functional and caters 
for all pool users including families, schools, lap swimmers, 
aqua aerobics, learn to swim, swim clubs and water play. 

The final plans, which were updated to reflect feedback 
from community and industry experts, feature key additions 
including an upstairs spin room, a downstairs multi-purpose 
room, enhancement of the aqua-play and warm water pool 
facilities, a community meeting room, party room and  
pool office. The aquatic centre will be designed and 
constructed over a three-year period, with the aim of opening 
late 2020. You can now view the approved design plans online:  

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/rosebudaquatic

Community culture 
Peninsula Film Festival On Saturday 
2 February, Peninsula Film Festival will 
return to Rosebud Village Green for a 
bumper evening screening of short films, 
judged live by a panel of celebrity judges 
and awarded monetary prizes.  

Book Week Written and directed 
by Australia’s own Heath Davis, and 
supported by local crowdfunding, Book 
Week is a film orbiting the themes of 
reading and literacy with comedic flair. 
The community flocked to a special 
screening of the film, shown as part 
of the Rosebud Film Festival on 17 
November — an irreverent celebration  
of books and their place in our culture.

Community care
Beach Patrol Have you noticed the 
people in matching t-shirts tirelessly 
cleaning our beaches? Meet Beach 
Patrol! The Shire proudly supports six 
of these groups, two of which see to 
volunteering an hour a week to preserve 
the shores within Seawinds Ward. This 
year alone, the Peninsula’s patrol groups 
have collected in excess of 1,239kg of 
rubbish from our beaches, and they 
need your help! With peak season 
fast approaching, more volunteers are 
needed to keep our beaches clean and 
pristine. Get in touch with your local 
group on Facebook.

SMP Scholarship program Local 
Caroline Chisholm Institute Scholarships 
provide the gift of education to those 
facing severe hardship and no means 
of entering into vocational, education 
or personal development pathways, 
the scholarships are made possible 
through a partnership between the 
Caroline Chisholm Foundation, 
Chisholm Institute, the Mornington 
Peninsula Shire, local business, 
community organisations and individual 
benefactors, and have helped support 
159 local students to date.
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It’s certainly been a  
busy time for Watson,  
with works to complete  
the new and improved 
Somerville Recreation 
Centre nearing the finish 
line, new facilities to  
offer female-friendly 
change rooms at 
Bunguyan Reserve,  
and structural plans  
to develop a vision  
for the future of Baxter  

and Somerville townships currently underway. 

Community will be the theme of the upcoming Watson 
Ward Community Meeting on Tuesday 18 December 
2018. Come along and mingle with members of your 
community, hear about the latest ward news, including 
current and future projects and upcoming events, and 
discuss local issues. I’m really looking forward to seeing 
you there and discussing what’s next for our ward.  

 0437 156 531  julie.morris@mornpen.vic.gov.au

Watson Ward Community Meeting 
5 – 8pm, Tuesday 18 December 
Annie Sage Community Centre, 
21 Blacks Camp Road Somerville 

RSVP by 5pm Monday 10 December  
by email or phone: 

 councillor.support@mornpen.vic.gov.au  
 5950 1428

Cr Julie Morris

Bunguyan Reserve Sporting Pavilion Female athletes  
need space to flourish. Now, all members of the Tyabb  
sporting community can look forward to an extended  
Tyabb Sporting Pavilion at Bunguyan Reserve in 2019. 

With a rapid increase in female participation at the reserve,  
the upgrade — undertaken as part of the Shire’s Sports  
Pavilion Strategy and jointly funded by the Shire ($620,907),  
the Federal Government ($150,000) and the Victorian 
Government ($100,000) — has been accelerated to encourage 
and support women’s involvement in sport within the region. 

Once completed, the new facilities will offer female-friendly 
change rooms directly adjacent to the existing pavilion,  
allowing better usability and taking us one step closer  
to an all-inclusive Peninsula.

Ripe and ready
Talk about a fruitful collaboration! Together with the 
Somerville, Tyabb and District Heritage Society, we were 
pleased to celebrate the official opening of the new historical 
display shed at Fruit Growers Reserve. Originally operating, 
and displaying historic fruit growing machinery to the public, 
out of a deteriorating open-air machinery shed at the reserve, 
we were proud to contribute more than $214,000 towards 
upgrading the existing shed and undertaking supplementary 
improvements at the reserve, providing the society with an 
enclosed building that offers additional space for displays 
and a larger working area to maintain the machinery. With 
their significant efforts promoting the orcharding heritage of 
our townships, the Somerville and Tyabb Heritage Society’s 
work plays a fundamental role in preserving both the memory 
and antiquities of our history — from their new home, the 
treasures of our past will continue for posterity.
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Watson

What’s new
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Our vision for the future of our 
townships is one that captures and 
enhances the attributes that are most 
valued by our communities, while 
providing effectively for their evolving 
needs. To plan for future change, the 
Shire is currently undertaking a number 
of structure plans for its townships, 
including Baxter and Somerville, that 
will guide development and growth, 
and provide more attractive, accessible, 
safe and sustainable townships and 
town centres. Baxter boasts many 
attributes that contribute to its residents’ 
expectations of liveability, including 
access to public transport and jobs 
within and outside the Shire. 

The Baxter Town Centre Structure Plan 
will draw upon community feedback 
to set out strategies that enhance the 
township’s strengths, while responding 
to potential challenges, including 
developmental pressures, vehicular 
and pedestrian traffic and the lack of an 
identified and preferred future character 
for the township that reinforces its 
small-scale, semi-rural quality. 

The Somerville Township Structure 
Plan will guide land use, development, 
urban design and transport decisions 
that support the successful growth 
and enhancement of the township’s 
urban areas over the next 15 years, 
and ensure its unique values remain 
protected while accommodating 
appropriate development.

Planning the townships of our future

Somerville Recreation Centre 
soaring up and away
After almost three years, it’s incredible to think we’ll soon 
be packing our gym bags and heading down to the new 
and improved Somerville Recreation Centre to enjoy sports, 
classes and activities with our local community. With 
reconstruction works beginning early this year, it has been 
nothing short of staggering to witness the facility rise from the 
ashes. Structural steel has fast become a frame that, with the 
addition of precast concrete walls and sweeping steel roof 
sheets, can already be admired for the impressive community 
hub it will become in only a matter of months. With the 
expanded sports stadium and community facilities due for 
completion in early April 2019, the wait is almost over!

The new and improved centre will include a 
Changing Places toilet facility, designed to cater for 
people with high-care needs, increasing community 
participation and social inclusion for visitors. 

Environmentally Sustainable Design has been 
prioritised through the reconstruction of the facility. 
All lighting will be LED with motion sensor controls, 
insulation and air-lock zoning will reduce heating 
and cooling costs, water tanks will be installed to 
capture rainwater runoff, and a significant solar 
power generation system with accompanying battery 
storage will be installed on to the stadium roof. 

A total of 935m3 of materials were removed from site 
following the demolition, with an excellent recycled 
rate of 71% achieved, including 500m3 of concrete, 
all brick, asphalt, steel and green waste.

Colouring out of bounds In celebration of the Somerville 
Recreation Centre rebuild, we’re encouraging local kids 
aged five to twelve to show their colours in our Somerville 
Recreation Centre Colouring In Competition! You’ll not 
only have the chance to win some amazing prizes — 
winning entries will be placed on display at the Somerville 
Library and the Somerville Health and Fitness Studio, to 
be appreciated by many locals and visitors. Submissions 
close 5pm Friday 15 December 2018, and the winner will 
be announced by the end of December. Grab a colouring 
sheet by dropping into one of our library branches or 
customer service centres, or visit: 

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/somervillerec
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December
2 December  

Family Fun Day and Eview 
Mornington Peninsula  
Mornington Park  

Sunday Sessions at the Briars 
The Briars, Mount Martha 

4 December  
Southern Peninsula Car Club Display 
Dromana Community Hall

7 December  
Dackert Real Estate  
Night Under the Stars  
Mount Martha House Parade grounds

28 December  
Wellbeing Market  
Rosebud Memorial Hall

30 December – 9 January  
McCrae SUFM  
Section 6, McCrae Camping Grounds

January
1 January  

New Years Day Picnic in the Park  
Mornington Park

4 January  
My Pop-Up Market Sorrento 
David MacFarlan Reserve, Sorrento

6 January  
Flinders Cricket Club Market  
B A Cairns Reserve Flinders 

Blessing of the Waters 2019  
Rye Pier

9 January  
Emergency Expo  
Left of Rosebud Foreshore Office

11 – 27 January  
Barefoot Cinema  
The Briars, Mount Martha

12 January  
NinchFest  
St Andrews Beach Recreation Club

13 January  
Seaside Scavenge Festival  
Rye Pier Foreshore

Two Bays Trial Run  
Visitor Information Centre, Dromana

Peninsula Summer Music Festival 
Hastings Foreshore and Pelican Park

Sorrento Bay Swim 2019  
Sorrento Foreshore

19 January  
The Portsea Swim Classic  
Point Nepean Quarantine Station

20 January  
YNOT Help Foundation Bootcamp  
Mornington Park

26 January  
Australia Day 

Mount Martha Australia Day Swim 
Mount Martha South Beach

27 January  
Red Hill Community Barbecue 
Red Hill Community Park

February
2 February  

Peninsula Film Festival  
Village Green, Rosebud

Jayco Herald Sun Tour  
Cape Schanck Lighthouse

3 February  
Musiqua  
Hastings Foreshore

16 February  
Crib Point Pool Food Truck Carnival 
Crib Point Pool

Walk from Mornington to Mount 
Martha to support Fight MND 
Mornington Park

16 – 17 February  
Victoria Junior Carnival and 
Schnapper Point Regatta  
Mornington Yacht Club  
and Mothers Beach

17 February  
Pier to Perignon Swim  
W.E Newton Reserve, Portsea

22 – 24 February 
50th Westernport Festival  
Hastings Foreshore

23 February  
Blues at the Briars  
The Briars, Mount Martha

What’s on For an up-to-date list of all events 
 mornpen.vic.gov.au/events

In the event of a Code Red Day 
all events will be cancelled.




