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Council’s role is about so much more 
than roads, rates and rubbish.

We are the level of government closest 
to the community and have the privilege 
of being continually engaged in 
conversations with our residents on a 
vast range of topics.

This gives us a unique insight into the 
needs and priorities of our people - and 
a responsibility to do what we can to 
achieve those community priorities. 

Council is limited in what it can deliver 
alone. More often than not, to secure 
an outcome for our community we 
will need to enlist the support of the 
Victorian and Australian Governments 

in the form of funding for new 
infrastructure or a change in policy. 

With the state election just a few 
months away, we are advocating to 
the local candidates and relevant 
government departments on the issues 
and projects you have told us matter 
the most to you. Coastal management, 
better public transport, improved 
sporting infrastructure, Peninsula Trail 
and upgraded roads and footpaths are 
just some of our advocacy goals.

An important element of this process 
is working with our community and 
building local partnerships. We rely 
on residents, community groups and 
businesses to add their voices to ours 
to ensure our message cuts through. 

Working closely with our community to 
achieve our shared vision for the future 
is at the heart of what we do.

Councillor Anthony Marsh, Mayor 
Mornington Peninsula Shire 

 anthony.marsh@mornpen.vic.gov.au 
 5950 1428

Visit us
Our customer service centres are open, 
please check the website for opening hours. 

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/contactus
Rosebud  90 Besgrove Street 
Mornington  2 Queen Street 
Hastings  21 Marine Parade 
Somerville  1085 Frankston-Flinders Road
Talk to us 

 5950 1000 or 1300 850 600 
 customerservice@mornpen.vic.gov.au 
 peninsulawide@mornpen.vic.gov.au

Report it online  mornpen.vic.gov.au/reportit
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Nepean Ward

Red Hill 
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Cerberus 
Ward

Watson 
Ward

Briars 
Ward

Seawinds 
Ward

Mornington Peninsula Shire 
acknowledges and pays respect 
to the Bunurong/Boon Wurrung 
people, the traditional custodians 
of these lands and waters.

Cr Steve Holland Cr Anthony Marsh Cr Despi O’Connor

Briars

Cr Sarah Race

Nepean

Cr Susan BissingerCr Lisa Dixon

Cerberus

Cr David Gill

Red Hill

Cr Paul Mercurio AM 
(on leave)

Watson

Cr Debra MarCr Antonella Celi Cr Kerri McCafferty

Seawinds

Information in this publication is correct at the time 
of printing. Changes to COVID-19 restriction levels 
and public health advice may cause changes to Shire 
services, programs and events. Please check our 
website:  mornpen.vic.gov.au/coronavirus
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Running towards recycling
Each year, every Australian sends, on 
average, a whopping 23kgs of textiles 
to landfill, according to figures from the 
Australian Bureau of Statistics.

With Aussies being such an active 
bunch, sports shoes are a major 
contributor to this problem. Alarmingly, 
it takes up to 1,000 years for sport shoe 
components to decompose.

The Peninsula’s very own Balnarring 
Primary School, however, is leading the 
way in shoe recycling, having taken out 
top prize in a national schools recycling 
drive that has diverted more than five 
tonnes of shoes from landfill.

The students worked together to collect 
798 pairs of shoes, raising awareness 
by giving a short presentation to each 
class to encourage students, parents 
and teachers to get behind the cause.

“Our school is incredibly 
dedicated to sustainability,” 
said teacher Kate Large.
“This was a perfect opportunity for 
our school to get onboard with an 
initiative to divert waste from landfill. 
Sustainability is an integral part of 
our curriculum and is embedded in 
everything we do.

“The students are so 
passionate and are always 
looking for ways to care for 
our environment.”
The schools’ drive was run by 
TreadLightly - a new national recycling 
initiative that takes unwanted sporting 
footwear and responsibly recycles it to 
give it a new life as useful products like 
retail flooring, anti-fatigue mats, gym 
and playground surfaces.

For local drop off locations visit: 
 treadlightly.asga.com.au

Our mobile recycling trailer 
To help our community recycle their unwanted textiles 
and small electrical items, we have our own mobile 
recycling trailer. The trailer is available for community 
and sporting groups to hire free of charge.

In the past year the recycling trailer has travelled all 
over the Peninsula, collecting more than 11,000 items – 
close to eight tonnes in total. Help us keep up the good 
work and find out when our trailer is next in your area.

It’s part of our Beyond Zero Waste Strategy and 
our mission to send zero waste to landfill by 2030. 

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/recyclingtrailer

Winter 2022  PENINSULA WIDE  3



Planting a seed
Next time you’re at the library browsing the shelves for 
your next good read, you can also ‘borrow’ seeds! Library 
members can plant the seeds in their garden, then at the end 
of the growing season you save new seeds from the plants 
and return a portion to the Seed Library for others to use.

Easy! It’s a great way to have fun, build community 
with fellow gardeners and support people who are  
new to the world of gardening.  

 ourlibrary.mornpen.vic.gov.au

Blue carbon capture
Mornington Peninsula Shire is supporting the Western Port 
Biosphere Foundation in its research of our blue carbon 
ecosystems, including mangroves, saltmarsh and seagrass 
meadows, and their capacity to store carbon within the plants 
and in the sediments below.

Our Climate Action Grants are also helping fund the Foundation’s 
Biodiversity in Schools Program. This brings the classroom out to 
the marine environment as education officers and local experts 
lead students on guided walks and workshops at some of 
Western Port’s blue carbon hotspots.

We need to raise awareness about the importance of these 
habitats for carbon preservation and their value to migratory 
shore birds, erosion control, flood mitigation and protecting 
against the effects of seas level rise. 

 biosphere.org.au

Detox your home  
26 November
Safely dispose of your unwanted household 
chemicals at the next Detox your Home event at 
the Mornington Resource Recovery Centre on 
Saturday 26 November from 9am – 1pm. 

Items accepted include:
• Weed killers
• Cleaning products
• Cosmetics
• Cooking oil
• Fire extinguishers.

For a full list visit:  
 sustainability.vic.gov.au/detoxyourhome

No charge green waste weekend
Our next no charge green waste event is Friday 4 
November to Sunday 6 November at our Resource 
Recovery Centres at Rye, Tyabb and Mornington.

• Shire residents and ratepayers only.

• Residential vehicles or trailers only.

• Max. three cubic metres of  
green waste at Mornington.

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/greenwaste
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Transitioning to an electric vehicle 
Have you considered an electric car 
for your next vehicle but don’t know 
enough about them? 

Come along to this free community 
event to find out about the benefits of 
electric cars, the models available, the 
costs, how to charge your vehicle at 
home or on the road and much more! 

Saturday 10 September 
Rosebud Memorial Hall 
9.45am viewing of EVs and chargers 
10.30am presentations  
Registration required. 

 electriccar.eventbrite.com.au

 

Improving our stormwater quality 
Our new, flexible stormwater quality 
in-lieu contribution scheme is now 
applicable to multi-dwelling new builds 
on the Mornington Peninsula. Funds 
collected will go towards stormwater 
treatment projects on the Peninsula – 
improving the quality of water entering 
creeks, Port Phillip and Western Port. 

The new scheme will deliver the 
environmental benefits straight to our 
community and our local waterways. 

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/stormwaterscheme

Powerful information
If you’re wondering how much solar you 
should put on your roof and how much 
it could save you, SunSPoT is for you.

It’s a free and secure online tool by not-
for-profit Australian Photovoltaic Institute 
(APVI) in partnership with the Shire.

When you plug your address into the 
SunSPoT map, you’ll quickly find out:
• the best position for solar  

on your roof
• what size system can be installed 

and the best sized system to 
maximise value

• expected cost of a mid-range 
system, based on reputable 
Solar Quotes solar index

• your estimated annual  
savings from solar.

It’s free and private. To find out more:  
 apvi.org.au/sunspot

Zero carbon energy– that’s our goal
To help the local community decarbonise their energy 
use at home and at work, we’ve partnered with Repower 
Mornington Peninsula – a not-for-profit association of 
local volunteers.

Repower Mornington Peninsula can assist us to electrify 
our lives with renewable energy and significantly reduce 
the impact of carbon on our climate. 

Learn how to:
• decarbonise our energy use as soon as possible
• choose/generate renewable energy
• get off gas and other fossil fuels for  

heating, hot water and cooking
• improve our energy efficiency
• have access to electric transport
• take personal and collective action.

Register for updates and you’ll receive notifications  
of upcoming workshops in your area. 

 repowermornpen.org.au
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Innovation 
Summit
We recently held our 
first Innovation Summit, 

bringing together 
representatives from local 

business, industry groups, 
government and community 

to brainstorm ideas and solutions 
to the challenges of revitalising the 
Mornington Peninsula.

We’ll use the knowledge and 
information from the summit to help 
plan our projects and policies.

Investment in our community
Our community grants are now open for applications.

This investment enables community groups, not-for-profits 
and business to deliver a range of environmental, economic 
and community services and benefits to our community.

We have streamlined funding opportunities and improved 
the online application process via SmartyGrants. 

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/grants

Upskill your business 
We’re here to support your business. 
Take the opportunity to learn, grow and innovate with 
our series of business networking events, workshops, 
seminars and more. Visit our website for details. 

 mpbusiness.com.au

Silverware for Sorrento
Our beautiful township of Sorrento has placed silver 
in the Small Top Tourism Town category at the recent 
Victorian Top Tourism Town Awards.Congratulations to 
Mornington Peninsula Beachside Tourism Association 
and Mornington Peninsula Regional Tourism Board who 
entered this submission. Fingal and Flinders were both 
finalists in the Tiny Top Tourism Town category.

Council reappoints Shire CEO 
We’re pleased to announce Council has reappointed 
our Chief Executive Officer, John Baker, for a further 
four years. Mr Baker’s current four-year contract 
ends in November this year.

ALGWA – that stands for 
Australian Local Government 
Women’s Association
This winter Crs Lisa Dixon, Sarah Race, Despi O’Connor, 
Antonella Celi, Kerri McCafferty and Debra Mar attended 
ALGWA’s Victorian conference in Shepparton. The 
conference focussed on gender equality and diversity, 
resilience and recovery in light of the COVID-19 
pandemic, and of course supporting women’s leadership 
in local government. It was a chance to network with 
peers and hear from inspiring female speakers across 
different professions.
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Members of the Hastings SES received their donation

Paddling to  
protect our coastline
When our Mayor, Anthony Marsh, set his kayak in the 
water back at Easter, his goal was to raise awareness  
of the investment needed to preserve our beautiful 
beaches and to maintain our coastal infrastructure,  
such as piers, jetties and ramps.

The 100km, four-day paddling adventure from Mount Eliza 
to Portsea and then Flinders to Somerville showcased our 
spectacular coastline and its fragile ecosystems.

“Being out on the water gives you a unique 
perspective,” said the Mayor. “Something that started 
as a bit of a crazy idea turned into one of the most 
enjoyable and rewarding experiences.”

With the generous support of the platinum sponsor, 
Yaringa Boat Harbour, silver sponsors Ventia and the 
Mornington Peninsula Technology Industry and Business 
Park and bronze sponsors, Smart Business Solutions, 
Coastcom Security and Belgravia Leisure, plus donations 
from the community, the challenging paddle also raised 
$36,000 for our emergency services.

Hastings SES, Sorrento SES, Western Port Coast Guard 
and Safety Beach Coast Guard each received $9,000, 
plus Cr Marsh’s eternal gratitude for keeping him safe  
on the water during the trip!

“A special thanks to Julian (SES Hastings) and Grant 
(Coast Guard Western Port) for keeping me safe on 
the water (especially on day 3!), and a huge thank 
you to all the sponsors and donors for making the 
event such a success.”

See the full photo gallery at  charitypaddle.com.au

From all here at Yaringa Boat Harbour, we would like to congratulate Mornington Peninsula Mayor, 
Cr Anthony Marsh, for his wonderful achievement completing the Mayoral Charity Paddle.

We were proud to support such a fantastic event that helped generate awareness and funds for safety 
services we all rely on in both Western Port and Port Phillip Bays. Anthony also highlighted the amazing 
spots we can all enjoy as residents here on the Peninsula. Well done Cr Anthony and your team! 
Paul Thompson, Yaringa Boat Harbour
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Necklace by Beverley Meldrum, 
MPRG local focus exhibition

Photo by Yanni, Peninsula Culture 
Collective LIFT project

Experience the joy of 
volunteering
Connect with local volunteers and find 
out why they love volunteering and what 
volunteering opportunities are available 
to you with our series of new videos.

Hear the experiences of volunteers from 
Meals on Wheels, emergency services, 
visitor centre and more here: 

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/volunteerlocally

NAIDOC Week 2022
Each year we join the rest of the 
nation in celebrating NAIDOC 
Week – an opportunity for all 
Australians to learn about First 
Nations cultures and histories 
and participate in celebrations 
of the oldest continuous living 
cultures on Earth.

This year’s theme was Get 
Up! Stand Up! Show Up! – 
a call for all to continue to 
engage, participate in and lead 
systemic change. Whether it’s 
seeking environmental, cultural 
and heritage protections, 
constitutional change, a 
comprehensive process of truth-
telling, working towards treaties, 
or calling out racism — 
we must do it together. 

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/naidoc

Nominate an everyday hero 
Do you know someone whose efforts within our community should be recognised? Have you been to a 
local community event you enjoyed? If you know a friend, family member or co-worker who has gone above 
and beyond to make our Peninsula a better place – nominate them for a 2023 Australia Day Local Award! 
Categories include Citizen of the Year or Young Citizen of the Year and Community Event of the Year. 
Nominations open 5 September and close 18 November.  mornpen.vic.gov.au/ausdayawards

Investing in local 
performing arts
We’ve launched our new $500,000 
Performing Arts Fund, which will 
invest in Peninsula-based creative 
organisations and individuals, 
supporting them to explore, 
create and perform work.

We know this sector was particularly 
hard hit by COVID-19 restrictions, 
so the fund will be used to create 
opportunities and employment for 
local artists and art workers. Arts 
and culture are important to our 
community’s health and wellbeing, 
while in economic terms the industry 
helps to attract more than seven 
million domestic and international 
visitors to the region each year.

Find out more and how to apply: 
 mornpen.vic.gov.au/grants

Sign up for 
Peninsula Buzz
Be in the know about all the 
latest community news and 
information with our new 
e-newsletter Peninsula Buzz. 

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/            
    peninsulabuzz
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Tanks for the help
Wastewater disposal is a significant 
environmental issue on the Mornington 
Peninsula, with more than 25,000 
properties without reticulated sewerage. 

Many of these wastewater systems 
were approved decades ago and 
are discharging bacteria and other 
contaminants into groundwater  
and waterways. 

A poorly maintained system is a health 
risk to your family, neighbours, our 
waterways and the wider community.  
If your system needs attention, the 
Shire can work with you to check any 
issues you may be having.  
Book a free health check today. 

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/              
    septictankmaintenance

A lifesaving gift
A generous benefactor has donated 24 new Automated 
External Defibrillators (AEDs) to Ambulance Victoria. The 
AEDs will be rolled out across the Peninsula over the next 
24 months, with 12 already installed in various locations, 
including Shoreham, Merricks, Merricks North, Red Hill, 
Balnarring, Main Ridge, Portsea, Balnarring Beach, Crib 
Point and Arthur’s Seat.

The AEDs are accessible to the public and anyone 
can use one – the machine simply tells you what to 
do. Ambulance Victoria is also looking to sign up more 
GoodSAM responders – community members who are 
willing to start CPR and use an AED while an ambulance 
is on its way.  heartrestarter.com.au

Music to our ears
The wonderful Peninsula Chamber Musicians (PCM) are back to live performances in 2022! PCM draws together highly 
skilled musicians from across the Peninsula to perform both intimate chamber recitals and as the powerhouse chamber 
orchestra. Council is proud to support these quality performances, which will touch your heart and inspire the next 
generation of classical musicians. For upcoming dates please visit:  peninsulachambermusicians.com.au
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Cr Steve Holland

Mayor 
Cr Anthony Marsh

Cr Despi O’Connor

Briars
Like many of you I have noticed an unfortunate increase in vandalism around our community.  
We don’t need to reinvent the wheel to solve this problem, more resources are required. Thank you 
to the residents who continue to report graffiti to us using the ‘Snap Send Solve’ smartphone app 
which allows us to respond as quickly as possible. On a more positive note, our recently adopted 
Annual Budget includes an impressive list of much-needed capital works (brief excerpt below). We 
must now turn our attention to the State Election in November. We all have a role to play to ensure 
the Mornington Peninsula gets the attention and investment we know this region deserves! 

 0410 905 085    steve.holland@mornpen.vic.gov.au

There’s a lot to look forward to in Briars ward at the moment. This year’s Budget includes funds for 
the delivery of several big ticket infrastructure projects that will provide enormous benefits for our 
local community, such as the recycled water project at The Briars, the redevelopment of Alexandra 
Park, oval upgrades at Dallas Brooks Reserve and new tennis courts at Mount Martha. Design for 
the Mornington to Moorooduc section of Peninsula Trail is also in the Budget as we advocate for 
state and federal funding to fill in the missing links on this world-class shared trail. 

 0435 610 745    anthony.marsh@mornpen.vic.gov.au

We recently celebrated National Tree Day with a community tree planting day along the Western 
Port Bay Trail. Thanks to all who helped increase plant diversity in the area to attract more native 
birds and other critters! If you want advice on what to plant to attract nature into your garden, the 
nursery at The Briars can help. I’m interested to hear about how families are travelling to school. 
Instead of driving all the way, do you find a place to park a short distance from the school and walk 
from there? If you use a space that could be flagged as a Park and Stride for your school get in 
touch with me. Because part way is ok. 

 0435 569 710    despi.oconnor@mornpen.vic.gov.au

Budget highlights
Briars recycled water project $2.22M delivery

Dallas Brooks Reserve upgrade $1.5M delivery

Alexandra Park redevelopment $1.8M delivery

Briars restaurant improvements $280k delivery

Civic Reserve stormwater pipe reconstruction $300k delivery

Mount Martha tennis courts redevelopment $905k delivery

Mornington Library courtyard rectification $120k delivery

Dunns Road Reserve equipment replacement $150k delivery

Mount Martha north foreshore public toilet $70k design

Peninsula Trail Moorooduc to Mornington  $350k design

Beleura cliff path stability assessment $85k planning

Fishermans Beach retaining wall replacement $85k planning
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Which bird is that?
We just love this mural painted by artist David 
Cragg, which adorns the wall at the rear of 110 
Main Street, Mornington. His design features a Red 
Wattlebird, nestled amongst Manna-gum blossoms 
and Indigofera. The wall aims to pay homage to the 
incredible natural environments on the Mornington 
Peninsula. It’s part of our graffiti prevention program, 
which also supports the development of our arts and 
culture sector and embeds art in our streets.

Let there be lights
The pedestrian crossing lights on Bungower Road near 
the corner of Racecourse Road are switched on!

The project took longer than expected due to the impacts 
of COVID and the need to consult with external agencies, 
including the Department of Transport. We’re glad this will 
make crossing this busy road safer, especially for families 
at the nearby primary school and aged care residents.

What’s on at Mornington 
Community House
So much is happening at Mornington Community House! 
Connect, learn, contribute and join in the fun with a huge 
range of classes, workshops and groups to choose from. 

 morningtoncommunityhouse.com.au

Bay Road reconstruction 
Works to reconstruct Bay Road in Mount Martha following 
a landslip are on the go. We know it’s been inconvenient 
with the small section of road being closed but our 
specialist engineers advised it was needed to protect 
the safety of motorists and workers. Thank you for your 
patience and understanding.

Thank you to  
our volunteers 
During National Volunteer 
Week, we said “thank 
you” to the many 
volunteers that serve our 
community in Briars ward.

Rodney Young of the 
Mornington Volunteer Fire 
Brigade was awarded 
the inaugural Michael 
‘Squizzy’ Taylor award.

Smashing news for tennis The four courts at 
Mount Eliza Tennis Club have been fully remade 
after many years of service (and volleys and drop 
shots). New lighting, fencing and drainage has 
also been installed as part of the $990,000 project.

Big news for Emil Madsen Reserve
There is $15 million worth of good news for users of Emil Madsen Reserve, with returning local MP Peta Murphy 
having pledged the funds during her election campaign. We’ve already got concept designs in the pipeline for two 
new sports pavilions as part of our existing master plan, and we’ll be speaking with the federal government to agree 
the details of the funding as soon as possible.
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Deputy Mayor 
Cr Lisa Dixon

Cerberus

Budget highlights
Crib Point pool upgrade 
 $100k delivery

Wallaroo preschool upgrade 
 $550,750 delivery

Bittern Public Hall toilet block renewal 
 $30k planning

Pelican Park Recreation Centre upgrade 
 $50k design

Hastings Foreshore Master Plan 
 $250k design

Peninsula Trail Moorooduc – Mornington 
 $350k design

Be brave, make change
During National Reconciliation Week, our Aboriginal 
community invited everyone for a leisurely stroll along the 
Hastings foreshore to the gathering place at Willum 
Warrain in the spirit of reconciliation. After missing the past 
two years due to COVID, more than 1,000 people joined 
the shared journey along the foreshore and gathered for a 
Welcome to Country, barbie and activities.

Look who’s turning 40
The wonderful Crib Point Community House has celebrated 
40 years of service to the community, always welcoming 
people with a smile and likely a cuppa as well!

It’s a base for life-long learning opportunities, strengthening 
the community and enhancing health and wellbeing.

Congratulations and thank you to all the staff and volunteers.

Something fishy 
in Hastings 
The new fish 
cleaning table 
at Hastings is 
proving a winner 
with local fishers.
Snapper for 
dinner anyone?

This year there have 
been so many events 
and gatherings I have 
had the privilege to be 
invited to and meet with 
community members.

It was wonderful to 
see so many residents 
attend the Hastings 
and Crib Point Anzac 
Day ceremonies. The 

Hastings Art Show and Western Port Craft Festival 
were both a huge success. The ‘Falling into Place’ 
Drift Festival installation on the Hastings jetty 
was amazing, while IDAHOBIT day was a lovely 
gathering for our community.

I also attended the ALGWA State Conference in 
Shepparton, which was a great opportunity to 
promote our Shire hosting the National Conference 
on the Peninsula in May 2023. The recent 
Mornington Community 65 luncheon was a real 
hoot, with great food and company.

National Volunteer week celebrations were a 
chance for us to thank you all for the amazing work 
you do, plus our 2022 Civic Recognition Event 
showcased so many deserving recipients.

Don’t forget I have an office in Hastings at 10 High 
Street (opposite the library) so please feel free to 
call in or schedule an appointment. Of course, I am 
always available via phone and email too.

 0435 630 007    lisa.dixon@mornpen.vic.gov.au
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The future of Hastings foreshore
Our beautiful Hastings foreshore 
is a much-loved area by residents 
and visitors.

It’s used daily by people exercising, 
fishing, playing and socialising, and 
is occasionally used for large-scale 
events such as festivals and concerts.

While the area is already used for 
many different activities, there is also 
room to bring new ideas to life. In 
May, we asked residents to share 
how they would like to see the area 
used. Do you picture playgrounds and 
exercising stations? Boardwalks and 

more planting? Open space for  
events and markets? What do you  
love about this area and what would 
you like to change?

We know there are some challenges 
we need to deal with, such as the Fred 
Smith Reserve being used as landfill in 
the 1970s and 80s.

Additionally, the foreshore is a low 
lying coastal area, and much of it could 
flood during bad storms and king tides, 
making it vulnerable to climate change.

We need to handle these areas carefully.

We received 270 submissions 
during our community consultation 
and had many more conversations 
with community members 
and stakeholders.

We’ve captured these ideas and 
challenges in our draft master plan 
for Hastings foreshore, which builds 
on the previous Hastings Foreshore 
Precinct Plan and the Hastings South 
Coastal Management Plan. The draft 
plan will be on exhibition soon.  

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/                  
    hastingsforeshore

Planting old and new memories
We’ve replanted the Hastings 150th anniversary 
commemorative tree on the foreshore, together with its 
original plaque. A beautiful Corymbia Maculata ‘Wildfire’ 
was originally planted in 2011 and commemorates the 
gazetting of the Tyabb township, which was the old name 
for Hastings. Members from the Hastings Western Port 
Historical Society and the Somerville Tyabb and District 
Heritage Society were present to mark the occasion.

We’re gonna need a bigger boat!
We’re back at work at the Hastings boat ramp, 
making it even more accessible for our boating and 
fishing community. Construction will begin soon on 
the second pontoon, which will further increase the 
speed and efficiency of launching and retrieving 
boats for a great day on the water.

All works have been approved by the state 
government under the Marine and Coastal Act, 
alongside Parks Victoria’s environment management 
plan. Funding is from Better Boating Victoria.
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Budget highlights
Rye Township Plan $832,500 delivery

Sorrento museum storeroom additions 
 $781k delivery

Peninsula Trail Whitecliffs $200k design

Rye early years learning 
facility improvements $100k design

Peninsula Trail Blairgowrie Yacht Club 
 $180k concept design

Peninsula Trail Hughes Road 
 $100k concept design

Our community grants are now open! We’re inviting community groups, organisations and 
businesses to apply for a huge range of grants across environmental, economic and community 
fields. This is an investment in our community that allows community groups and not-for-profits 
to provide a wide range of services and benefits. It encourages local initiatives and helps our 
communities to thrive. Our grants cover everything from climate action, community events, heritage, 
youth development, business development, placemaking and more. If you are part of an eligible 
organisation, please visit our webpage for more information.  mornpen.vic.gov.au/grants 

 0466 237 655    sarah.race@mornpen.vic.gov.au

It’s great to see our community and Council working together on so many projects in our ward. 
Whether we are talking about footpaths, foreshore planning or large infrastructure projects, it is by 
this diverse community interaction that we will see a better outcome for all. 

We encourage everyone to get involved in Council decision making through our various forums, 
such as providing online feedback on projects, writing to councillors, attending community 
meetings or joining a community stakeholder group. With the state election coming up in  
November now is the time to make your voice heard. 

 0401 297 978   susan.bissinger@mornpen.vic.gov.au

Nepean

Cr Sarah Race

Cr Susan Bissinger

Odd name, great sport 
Have you ever heard of Pickleball? It’s a bit like a cross between tennis, 
badminton and ping pong and uses a solid paddle to hit a plastic 
ball over a low net. The Sorrento Community Centre is hosting weekly 
Pickleball sessions and encouraging all ages and abilities to give it a try. 
Described as the fastest growing sport worldwide, it’s easy to learn, low 
impact and lots of fun.

Contact the centre for session details:  5984 3360

Place to be in Rye 
The Rye Placemaking Project on the corner of Nelson 
and Napier Streets is all about improving our community’s 
enjoyment and use of spaces in Rye.

We are planning a new gathering place, which will include 
beautiful plantings to create shade, gathering nooks with 
timber seating, bike racks to encourage active transport 
and garden improvements. We’re working closely with the 
community to realise their vision for the space.
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Novel idea for library hub
During the pandemic, we noticed an increase in 
library loans being picked up from the Sorrento 
Community Centre and saw an opportunity to bring 
the library to our southern Peninsula community.

We are excited to say the Sorrento Community 
Centre now has its very own browsing collection.

Be inspired as you peruse the gardening, cooking 
and parenting resources, as well as the biographies, 
junior fiction, young adult, picture books and some 
of the latest adult fiction from some great authors. 

 ourlibraries.mornpen.vic.gov.au

Nurturing local bushland
For the past few years, the Nepean 
Conservation Group and Community 
3942 have been working together with 
the Shire to manage the bushland 
along St Johns Wood Road, between 
Melbourne Road and the ocean beach 
at Bridgewater Bay, Blairgowrie.

Efforts have focussed on reducing the 
fire risk, weeding and restoring the local 
indigenous plant species and habitat.

To help protect and nurture the 
significant biodiversity in this area, we 
are proposing to create a bushland 
reserve along this stretch of St Johns 
Wood Road. A mulched track would 
meander through the reserve for 

walkers and beach goers, introducing 
residents and visitors to the unique 
flora and fauna of the area.

“The pathway will provide a bushland 
experience for young and old and time 
to ramble in safety away from traffic,” 
said Ursula de Jong, president of the 
Nepean Conservation Group.

“You will see plants like bower spinach, 
scrambling clematis, pimelea, sea box, 
correa, tea tree, banksia, moonah and 
casuarina. You can listen to the birds, 
discover a skink or an echidna, be 
enchanted by the wrens and even 
find a song thrush!”

Investment in public safety 
Sorrento Surf Life Saving Club is set 
for a major upgrade to its clubhouse 
facilities with the Victorian 
Government adding $3.5 million to 
the project, on top of the $1 million 
grant already committed by the 
Shire. The upgrade will improve the 
club’s lifesaving capacity, beach 
patrols, first aid and training.

Caring for the Portsea coastline 
We’ve received a lot of excellent 
feedback and ideas for our Portsea 
Coastal and Marine Management Plan, 
following our online and in person 
community engagement.We’re working 
on the draft plan and will have it out for 
public exhibition in the coming weeks. 
To follow the project please visit: 

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/portseacoast

Excellent recognition 
for stormwater project
Last year we installed our first coastal 
biofiltration basin at the Rye foreshore, 
which uses natural processes to filter 
stormwater before it reaches the bay, 
improving the environmental health of 
the water and marine wildlife in the bay.

We are chuffed to announce it has 
been awarded the Stormwater Victoria 
Industry Award for Infrastructure 
Excellence, adding to the environmental 
success of the project and recognising 
the collaborative efforts that 
brought it to life.
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We are trying to provide 
more local entertainment 
for you following our 
investigation into 
Peninsula music venues 
with industry leaders, 
Melbourne agents and 
promoters.

 There is a push for paid 
parking on the Peninsula. 
Analysis shows there is 

no financial gain to Councils outside of suburban 
Melbourne. Hopefully that’s ‘put paid’ to this idea and 
we continue to take advantage of our unique semi-
rural character.

I am on the new Police Community Safety liaison 
committee seeking feedback on local policing issues 
in Red Hill Ward. Please let me know of any problems 
and concerns that you would like raised.

The recent Council budget process has recognised 
Peninsula Trail priority links like the Red Hill to 
Arthurs Seat path and the Merrick/Balnarring to 
Bittern trail. I would also like to see more priority 
given to fixing our rural roads, our drainage issues 
and addressing our high vegetation clearance rates 
under state government planning regulations.

We recently celebrated our wonderful volunteers 
during National Volunteer Week. Thank you to all who 
put their time and effort into helping our community.

Please continue to contact me as your elected 
advocate for Red Hill ward about any local matters 
or concerns. Keep warm and safe. 

 0437 129 016    david.gill@mornpen.vic.gov.au

Red Hill

Cr David Gill

Budget highlights
Flinders Civic Hall redevelopment 
 $3.5M delivery

Merricks and Stanley Roads 
Balnarring roundabout $1.4M delivery

Red Hill Recreation Reserve pavilion upgrade
 $468k delivery

Red Hill Recreation Reserve  
senior oval rehabilitation $300k delivery

Boneo Reserve drainage $275k delivery

Main Ridge tennis court lighting  $150k delivery

Shoreham drainage upgrade $30k design

Peninsula Trail Merricks to Balnarring to Bittern
 $100k concept design

Historic bush chapel restoration
Tucked away in bushland in Buxton Reserve at the bottom 
of Marine Parade in Shoreham is the Cyril Young Memorial 
Chapel – an important piece of the Peninsula’s history.

In 2020 the Shire approved a Conservation and Management 
Plan for the heritage-listed chapel. We have recently acquired 
the privately owned part of the chapel and last year allocated 
$10,000 in funding for the restoration of the pulpit and platform.

Working together with the Cyril Young Memorial Chapel 
Association, restoration of the platform, pulpit and seats 
by a specialist stonemason began earlier this year.

Koala forum After having to postpone previous 
koala information forums and a workshop due 
to COVID-19, we’re hoping to hold a seminar in 
October. Look out for more news.

Flinders Pier saved
Thanks to a passionate community campaign and with 
support from the Shire, the historic Flinders pier is to 
be restored by the state government. The state budget, 
announced in early May, has $1.5 million set aside 
for critical works on the pier.

The Flinders Community Association and its Save Flinders 
Pier group rallied nearly 45,000 supporters during its 
12-month campaign that involved independent technical 
studies, strong community advocacy and well-organised 
stakeholder engagement. World-renown naturalist Sir David 
Attenborough added his voice to the campaign, drawing 
attention to the threat to the habitat of the weedy sea dragon.
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Sparks 
fly at local 
performance
It is wonderful to see 
the local arts and 
entertainment industry 
getting back on its feet.

Young local dance 
company, Spark, recently 
performed an innovative 
and stunning show at the 
vast and atmospheric 
Alpaca Shed at the 
Red Hill Showgrounds.

Photo by Yanni

Safe solution for Cape Schanck kangaroos
Mornington Peninsula Shire has funded the installation of one-way gates to allow 
hundreds of kangaroos on private land at Cape Schanck to return safely to their 
natural habitat. The Shire is currently working with the Department of Environment, 
Land, Water and Planning to progress a Wildlife Management Plan looking at how 
the Peninsula’s wildlife population can be better managed and protected.

Paddock to plate
The local Victorian Farmers’ Federation Peninsula Branch recently held a 
thought-provoking field day and information session, dealing with how stock 
can best be treated humanely throughout the meat production process.

Council supports 
Somers bike park
Great news for local mountain bike 
riders with a new community bike 
park planned for RW Stone Reserve 
in Somers. Council has committed 
$130,000 towards the planning, design 
and construction of the bike park and 
has reached out to the community to 
hear their ideas for the park.

Planning will carefully consider the 
local environment, neighbourhood 
and the wider community who use 
the reserve regularly. 

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/somersbikepark

Flinders Community 
Hub breaks ground
Works have started on the new 
$4.9 million Flinders Community 
Hub. Not only will the Hub deliver 
important services and support to 
our community, it will also contribute 
to the implementation of our Climate 
Emergency Plan through its many 
sustainable features.

Some key highlights include:

Howzat?
Cricketers come from near and far to 
play at Main Ridge Cricket Club – one 
of the most picturesque grounds on 
the Peninsula. We’re reconstructing 
the three-lane outdoor crickets nets at 
AR & F Ditterich Reserve and building 
brand new four-lane nets with synthetic 
grass. The project is jointly funded 
by the Shire ($110,000) and Sport 
and Recreation Victoria’s Community 
Cricket Program ($100,000).

Community comes together to help preserve historic Fenton Hall

Fully electric with
large solar array

Stormwater treatment
and rainwater harvesting

Low-energy bricks and 
low-carbon concrete
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Seawinds
A top health priority in the Council Health and Wellbeing Plan is to promote a resilient and confident 
community where everyone connects and is supported. The Shire works to deliver programs to 
promote positive mental health and wellbeing and strategies to build community capacity and 
resilience so we can bounce back from stressful events and remain connected with family and 
friends. For our young people and families, the Communities that Care program helps to create 
healthier, happier and more connected relationships. Volunteering is also a great opportunity to 
improve our own wellbeing, maintaining social connection while also helping others. Let’s keep up 
our healthy community connections by looking out for each other and offer help wherever we can. 

 0408 974 143    antonella.celi@mornpen.vic.gov.au

As we shiver through the winter months, we give thought to those who sleep rough. Shire services 
and agencies are working to help those who need our support to ensure food and shelter is 
available. Winter is also the time to watch for dolphins and whales in our bays – they are on the 
move! Please share your photos with various wildlife organisations and communities. After Yawa 
celebrated its first birthday with jubilation, funds have been allocated in the budget to move ahead 
with new builds and recreational enhancements to complement and support our community needs. 
Seawinds ward councillors are here to support our community’s wellbeing and safety. 

 0466 255 385    debra.mar@mornpen.vic.gov.au

We recently marked World Environment Day across the globe with the theme OnlyOneEarth. 
Around the world, countries and communities acted to make a real difference to their environment. 
In 2019, Council declared a Climate Emergency and in 2020 we adopted our Climate Emergency 
Action Plan, which outlines our ambitious goals to reduce community carbon emissions by 65 per 
cent by 2030 and reach net zero emissions Shire-wide by 2040. You can follow our journey towards 
these targets on our website and learn about some of our key achievements to date. 

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/climateemergencyportal 
 0435 457 769    kerri.mccafferty@mornpen.vic.gov.au

Cr Antonella Celi

Cr Debra Mar

Cr Kerri McCafferty

Southern Peninsula Youth Hub 
 $3.8M delivery

Dromana Recreation Reserve 
new netball court $750k delivery

Golf Course Lane Safety 
Beach reconstruction $200k delivery

Broadway Road drainage 
and road rehabilitation $209,639 design

Peninsula Trail Anthonys Nose 
 $200k design

Dromana Community Hub 
 $100k concept design

Safety Beach, beach access upgrades 
 $40k concept design

Budget highlights

McCrae lighthouse shines anew
After extensive renovations, the McCrae lighthouse has 
been restored to its former glory, both inside and out. Built in 
England in 1874, the lighthouse was transported to Australia 
and assembled in McCrae in 1883. It guided mariners for 
more than 100 years before being officially retired in 1994. 
The renovations will ensure it remains a shining beacon for 
residents and visitors for many more years to come.
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Rosebud parklet
In December 2020 we temporarily 
closed the service lane on Point 
Nepean Road (between Rosebud 
Parade and Ninth Avenue) and made 
it a pedestrian-friendly place. This 
created an inviting, fun and safe public 
space for everyone to enjoy. Our local 
traders were also happy about the 
increase in business to the area.

We recently asked for your feedback on 
a proposal to make this a permanent 
fixture and we’re excited to say we 
received an overwhelming ‘yes’ vote.

New education campus in Rosebud 
Congratulations to Advance College of 
Education, which has opened a new 
campus in Rosebud.

Advance provides training and 
employment support services for  
young people who have disengaged 
with mainstream schooling.

Yawa laps up prestigious award
Together with Belgravia Leisure, we are very proud to share the news that 
Yawa Aquatic Centre has won the award for Community Facility of the Year at 
the 2022 Parks and Leisure Australia Awards of Excellence. This is wonderful 
recognition for the many people who helped deliver this amazing facility, 
which is having such a positive impact on our community. There are currently 
more than 4,700 members at Yawa and more than 2,100 children enrolled in 
the Learn to Swim program, making it the biggest facility being operated by 
Belgravia Leisure in Australia.

Thank you Seawinds volunteers
Volunteers are the lifeblood of any community organisation and their 
contributions, big and small, are crucial to providing many essential services 
for the community. During National Volunteer Week, we shared our thanks 
and recognition for the important work they do in Seawinds ward.

Neighbourhood safety
As part of a new neighbourhood 
policing model, Seawinds councillors 
are now meeting monthly with local 
police to discuss first-hand any issues 
or concerns around community safety.

This cooperation between Council, 
police and community helps to identify 
what is happening on the ground, 
forges closer relationships and ensures 
a collaborative approach to policing of 
local safety issues.

Safety Beach works 
Works are back underway on the 
new public toilet block on the 
foreshore at Safety Beach and the 
old facilities have been demolished. 

With detailed design on the exciting 
$3.5 million master plan for the 
foreshore now complete, we now 
await funding approval to get 
started on stage one early next year.

Mischievous mural Sitting at the bus stop doesn’t need to be boring if 
you have good company, which is what inspired artist Tyson Savanah’s 
latest mural at the bus stop outside the Rosebud library.

The Seawinds Community Hub volunteer awards celebration
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Watson
Mornington Peninsula 
Shire Council has 
approved a request by 
Councillor Paul Mercurio 
to take leave in order to 
contest the forthcoming 
state election.

Cr Mercurio’s leave 
began on 13 July 
2022 and will end the 
day after the polls 

close in the November election. Our councillors 
have a responsibility to represent the whole of the 
Mornington Peninsula, not just the ward in which 
they were elected.

If you are a resident of Cr Mercurio’s Watson 
ward, you can be assured that Council’s focus 
on delivering the services you need, and on 
the wellbeing of your community, will remain 
unchanged.

Any issue you would usually speak to Cr Mercurio 
about you can discuss with me, Deputy Mayor Lisa 
Dixon or any of the other councillors.

Cr Anthony Marsh 
 0435 610 745    
 anthony.marsh@mornpen.vic.gov.au

Budget highlights
Peninsula Trail Somerville to Baxter 
 $2.3M delivery

Tyabb’s renovator’s delight
Sometimes renovations don’t quite go to plan.

Having started the refurbishment at Bunguyan Reserve 
we found a few surprises within the existing pavilion, 
which meant significant redesign work as well as a new 
roof being required. Unfortunately, the impacts of COVID 
further delayed the project.

We know how important it is to have the pavilion available 
for the local community over winter, and we’re happy the 
doors will soon be open.

Safety upgrade for 
Bungower Road
Bungower Road has received a $1.75 million 
safety upgrade between Jones Road and Coolart 
Road in Somerville, with new pavement, drainage 
clearing and line marking.

Pottery and Jones Roads
A new and safer intersection at the corner of Jones 
Road and Pottery Road in Somerville is under 
construction, allowing for safer movement of 
trucks to and from the quarry on Pottery Road.

Getting out and about again
Our community transport program has been 
affected by COVID over the past two years, but 
we’re very pleased to advise Dial a Bus is back on 
the road at full service.

Community transport is available for people 65 
years and older and people of any age with a 
disability, helping them to remain independent, 
access their local community and maintain social 
connections.The Somerville-Tyabb-Baxter route 
operates each Wednesday.

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/communitytransport 
 5950 1605

Cr Paul Mercurio AM 
(on leave)
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We’re so close! The Somerville Active Rec Hub  
will be open for play very soon.

Members bowled over 
by new club kitchen
Kitchen renovations can be a headache, but for 
members at the Somerville Bowls Club, prepping, 
cooking and serving food has gotten much easier 
thanks to a complete re-fit of their outdated kitchen.

Our building management team even installed a 
little kitchenette outside for easy access while 
players are on the bowling greens.

Getting down to business
Congratulations to the new Somerville Business 
Group that is now up and running. Its aims are to 
promote Somerville businesses, create networking 
opportunities, liaise with other stakeholders and 
advocate to Council and government on issues 
that affect local business, such as better access 
to the NBN. To find out more: 

 somervillebusinessgroup@gmail.com

Tyabb’s Biggest 
Morning Tea
The Tyabb community know the 
value of giving, and it turns out they 
are pretty good at baking scones 
too. Put the two together and you 
have the Tyabb Biggest Morning 
Tea – held recently to raise funds 
for people impacted by cancer.

More than 130 people attended, 
with Cr Paul Mercurio having the 
enviable task of judging the best 
scones in the Great Tyabb Scone 
Bake Off. Clare Adland took the 
award, while the event raised $3,800 
for the Cancer Council, helping 
bring us one step closer 
to a cancer free future.

Somerville library refresh
After a short closure for works, Somerville library is 
open again and boasting a fresh new space, including 
new shelving to enable better access to the collections, 
new carpet throughout, new comfortable seating and 
a revitalised Story Time space. Learning will become a 
breeze with new study spaces.

If you can’t make it down to the library, don’t worry, you 
can still arrange for your items to be home delivered. 

 ourlibrary.mornpen.vic.gov.au
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Recently the Mornington Peninsula’s 
metropolitan classification has been 
a topic of much debate.

We share the community’s concern that 
our current metropolitan status does 
not recognise the unique character of 
the Mornington Peninsula and leaves us 
disadvantaged in many ways.

However, the proposition to reclassify 
the Mornington Peninsula as regional 
will threaten the strong protection of 
our cherished Green Wedge and 
result in significant planning issues 
and uncertainties.

The Shire is proposing another more 
tailored solution, similar to a precedent 
set by the peri-urban group of councils.
We need a new status called Peri-
Regional, which recognises our unique 
challenges and opens up significant 
economic opportunities for our region.

This new status would unlock additional 
state and federal government funding 
streams and benefits of a regional 
classification, while preserving access 

to metropolitan funding programs 
and safeguarding our Green Wedge 
planning protections.

Council has joined forces with 
Yarra Ranges Shire to advocate for 
the new Peri-Regional status in 
recognition of the unique rural and 
urban character of each Shire.

The advantage of a Peri-Regional status 
is that it would not require legislative 
change. It simply calls for the Peninsula 
to be allowed access to regional 
funding streams and programs,

while maintaining the benefits and 
Green Wedge protections that a 
metropolitan classification brings.

It’s a win-win!

For further information visit: 
 mornpen.vic.gov.au/periregional

We plan to ensure all candidates in 
the forthcoming state election 
are aware of what is important to our 
community – and we need your help!

To find out more visit: 
 mornpen.vic.gov.au/advocacy

Peri-Regional
Regional  

Retain current Green Wedge protection? Unknown?

Requires lengthy and uncertain legislative process?

Precedent for change exists?

Strong council advocacy alliance?

Peri-Regional Snapshot

Why Peri-Regional?
• maintains our Green Wedge protections
• opens new state and federal regional funding sources
• maintains our metropolitan classification benefits
• acknowledges the unique mix of metropolitan and regional 

characteristics of the Shire
• creates greater opportunities for tourism, agriculture and cultural sectors
• addresses the community’s desire to be non-metropolitan.
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How $1000 of your rates is spent

$266
$221

$160

$4
Aged and  
disability  
services

$64 Infrastructure  
management

       
Maintenance

Shire operations

$7 Economic 
development

$9
Public 
health  
and safety

$24 Strategy 
and planning

$128

$17 Libraries

$17 Climate 
change

$63
Culture, 
community 
and events

Parks and recreation

$20

Child, youth and family

Transportation, roads and footpaths

 

Our 2022–23 Budget
This year we introduced a new online 
budget portal to make it easier for 
everyone to have their say. We’re proud 
the community response was more than 
40 times higher compared to previous 
years’ submissions.

It’s clear our new portal made the Budget 
feedback process more inclusive and 
achievable for our residents.

A full copy of the adopted Budget  
can be downloaded at  

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/budget

Through our capital works program  
we are allocating $47.6 million to 
projects you told us were important 
to you, including:
• $8M to deliver safety improvements 

and resurface local roads
• $6.2M to renew existing footpaths 

and trails and develop new ones
• $3.2M to progress key open space 

and foreshore projects

• $6.6M to refurbish and improve our 
community buildings and facilities

• $6.3M to upgrade our community 
sporting pavilions and facilities

• $2.26M to renew and improve our 
stormwater and drainage network.

Priority infrastructure projects include:
• $10M (over five years) to fill in the 

missing links in the iconic Peninsula 
Trail walking and cycling path

• $3.8M to deliver a new Youth Hub for 
the southern Peninsula

• $3.5M to redevelop the Flinders Civic 
Hall into a community hub

• $1.8M towards a combined sports 
and medical pavilion at Mornington’s 
Alexandra Park

• $0.8M to deliver the next phase of the 
Rye Township Plan

• $1.4M to begin stage one of the 
animal shelter redevelopment.



August
5 August

Pathways for Carers 
McCrae foreshore

6 August

Sleep in your car 2022 
Mornington Park

6 August

Backyard beekeeping workshop 
Eco Living Display Centre, 
Mount Martha

7 August

Frankston Symphony Orchestra 
Out of this world 
Peninsula Community Theatre

13 August

Crib Point Community Market 
Crib Point Community House

14 August

Devilbend Fun Run 
Devilbend Reservoir

19 August

Soul Night Market 
Peninsula Community Theatre

21 August

MP Chorale Fauré Spectacular 
St James Less Church, Mount Eliza

29 August

Friends of MPRG 
Sheltering from the rain 
MPRG, Mornington

September
2 September

Youth Showcase 
Rosebud over 50s, Rosebud

3 September

Sustainably refit your 
home workshop 
Eco Living Display Centre

9 September

Soul Night Market 
Peninsula Community Theatre

10 September

Transition to an electric vehicle 
workshop 
Rosebud Memorial Hall

23 September

Mount Martha South Beach Market 
Mount Martha Parade Lawn

October
2 October

Mornington Wedding Expo 
Mornington Racecourse

November
1 November

Mount Martha South Beach Market 
Mount Martha Parade Lawn

4-6 November

No charge green waste weekend 
MP Resource Recovery Centres

12 November

Peninsula Vinehop Festival 2022 
The Briars, Mount Martha

18 November

One man, two guvnors 
Mount Eliza Community Centre

26 November

Reverse Challenge 
Rosebud Foreshore Camping Ground

What’s on For an up-to-date list of all events 
 mornpen.vic.gov.au/events


