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PENINSULA WIDE

Finding Finding 
balancebalance



Earlier this year we asked you a 
question: ‘What do you want life on the 
Mornington Peninsula to look like in 
2040?’. Among the things you told us 
were important were action on climate 
change, protection for our environment, 
and safe, accessible and inclusive 
spaces. Affordable housing, better 
public transport and local jobs were 
also high on the list. I’m thrilled we now 
have a shared Community Vision to 
work towards.

The Community Vision revealed the 
strength of our community spirit. We 
really are a community that cares for 
and looks out for one another. That has 
never been more important than now. 

We’ve been battling the impacts of 
a global pandemic for well over a 
year now and fatigue has inevitably 
set in. Our frontline medical workers 
and teachers, as well as retail and 
hospitality staff, have been under 
immense pressure and I’m amazed 
at their ability to adapt and carry on. 
Thank you for all that you do. 

I urge everyone to continue to check  
on friends, family and neighbours  
and listen to them without judgement. 

And please, if you feel you’re not 
coping, seek help. There is strength 
in being able to admit to feeling 
vulnerable. Beyond Blue has a 
dedicated COVID hotline available  
24/7 on  1800 512 348.

As a Council we are determined to do 
what we can to help our community 
bounce back from this pandemic.  
I’m delighted our 2021–22 Budget  
has $10 million set aside to support 
COVID recovery.

Councillor Despi O’Connor, Mayor 
Mornington Peninsula Shire 

 despi.oconnor@mornpen.vic.gov.au 
 5950 1428

our shire

Visit us
Our customer service centres are open, 
but with limited services on site. 
For details:  mornpen.vic.gov.au/contactus
Rosebud  90 Besgrove Street 
Mornington  2 Queen Street 
Hastings  21 Marine Parade 
Somerville  1085 Frankston-Flinders Road
Talk to us 

 5950 1000 or 1300 850 600 
 customerservice@mornpen.vic.gov.au 
 peninsulawide@mornpen.vic.gov.au

Report it online  mornpen.vic.gov.au/reportit
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Mornington Peninsula Shire 
acknowledges and pays respect 
to the Bunurong/Boon Wurrung 
people, the traditional custodians 
of these lands and waters.
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Cr Sarah Race
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Cr Susan BissingerCr Lisa Dixon

Cerberus

Cr David Gill

Red Hill

Cr Paul Mercurio AM

Watson

Cr Debra MarCr Antonella Celi Cr Kerri McCafferty
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Information in this publication is correct at the time 
of printing. Changes to COVID-19 restriction levels 
and public health advice may cause changes to Shire 
services, programs and events. Please check our 
website:  mornpen.vic.gov.au/coronavirus
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our wellbeing

Friday 1 October is the United 
Nations’ Day of Older Persons. 
It is an opportunity to highlight the 
important contributions that older 
people make to our community 
and raise awareness of the special 
health needs of older persons.

Local role model honoured by Royal Australian Navy
Dromana resident Gerry Shepherd 
was just a teenager when he 
experienced one of the defining 
moments in history: the Japanese 
surrender that marked the end of 
World War II.

Gerry was aboard the Australian 
destroyer HMAS Bataan anchored 
alongside hundreds of other Allied 
ships in Tokyo Harbour on 2 September 
1945. He watched as a delegation from 
the Japanese government formally 
signed the surrender document on the 
deck of the US battleship Missouri.

After the surrender ceremony, Gerry 
was among the first ashore in Tokyo 
and saw firsthand the destruction 
wrought by America’s B52 bombers: 
“They had annihilated the city 
completely and the population was 
close to starvation. War is indeed a truly 
terrible business.”

On his return to Australia Gerry left 
the Navy but re-enlisted five years 
later for the Korean War. He was once 
again posted to the Bataan and was 
soon in the thick of fighting. “As well 
as having bombards during the day, 
we would have to fire our guns in the 
middle of the night so sleep was almost 
impossible,” he said.

To make matters worse, the ship was 
unheated and the average temperature 
during the northern winter was minus 
17 Celsius. “Men could not shave as 
their faces were too tight from the icy 
conditions,” Gerry said. To deal with the 
cold, the men were issued long johns 
known as ‘passion spoilers’.

Despite it all, Gerry maintains a deep 
affection for the Bataan, such that he 
recently undertook the extraordinary 
feat of creating a scale model of the 
ship. It took him seven years and was 
meticulously constructed using the 
original Admiralty plans for the ship.
When finished Gerry donated the model 

to the Navy’s Sea Power Centre in 
Canberra. The Navy celebrated Gerry’s 
achievement with a special ceremony in 
March, with Gerry and his daughters as 
guests of honour.

At 95, Gerry is still serving the 
community as an active member of 
the Australian Volunteer Coastguard 
at Safety Beach. He is also a regular 
player at Dromana Bowls Club. He is 
the embodiment of the Shire’s Positive 
Ageing Strategy, which emphasises 
the importance of staying active, 
connected, valued and respected as 
you grow older. Read the Strategy here: 

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/positiveageing

Images courtesy of Naval History Section, Sea Power Centre – Australia.
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• Plastic bags or 
packaging  

• Food and garden waste  
• Electronics, light bulbs 

and batteries  
• Cutlery and crockery

• Clothing, linen, shoes 
and soft toys  

• Garden appliances 

 

and equipment 
• Nappies  
• Hazardous materials, 

including batteries, 

 

gas bottles, oil and paint

Recycling at home
 l. 

Please ONLY place empty recyclable items in your recycling bin.

Paper, cardboard, newspaper and magazines Glass bottles and jars (lids off) 

Hard plastic containers that cannot be scrunched  
(even if it doesn't have a plastic ID number inside)

Plastic bottles (no lids)

Milk and juice cartons  
(including liquid paper, Tetra Pak)  

Aluminium and steel cans, trays, aerosols, pots and pans 
Scrunch foil into a ball

No plastic bags – empty items 
loose into the recycling bin

NO

  mornpen.vic.gov.au/recyclingguide 
 1300 850 600

Pop me 
on your 
fridge!

Tear along here and keep m
e for a quick reference!



our wellbeing

Winning design by Mornington 
Peninsula Regional Gallery
Mornington Peninsula Regional Gallery has been 
recognised at the 2021 Museums Australasia 
Multimedia and Publications Design Awards in 
Canberra, taking out joint winner in the information 
brochure category for its 2020 set of brochures 
celebrating the gallery’s 50-year anniversary.

The five panels are inspired by a blending of  
ideas from the five decades from 1970 to 2020.  
We think they are amazing and the judges agreed. 

 mprg.mornpen.vic.gov.au

Smoke-free trial 
on the Peninsula
Did you know cigarette butts are 
made of plastics that can take up  
to 10 years to decompose? In 2019, 
around 35,400 cigarette butts were 
picked up across 16 Mornington 
Peninsula beaches on Clean Up 
Australia Day.

This year to reduce butt litter and 
encourage people not to smoke in 
public areas, we are trialling smoke 
free areas throughout the Peninsula.

Locations include the foreshores 
at Safety Beach, Mount Eliza, Rye 
and Point Leo plus Civic Reserve 
in Mornington and Shire offices in 
Mornington, Hastings and Rosebud. 

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/smokefree

Proudly raising the rainbow flag
On IDAHOBIT Day we flew the rainbow flag at our 
Hastings office to show our support for our lesbian, 
gay, bisexual, transgender, queer, intersex and 
asexual (LGBTIQA+) residents, community, friends, 
family and colleagues and their allies.

Wastewater solutions for the Peninsula
Wastewater is a significant 
environmental issue on the Mornington 
Peninsula. The Shire has the highest 
number of septic systems of any 
Victorian council, with around 22,000 
properties across the Peninsula  
without sewer connection and  
relying on septic tank systems.

Many of these systems were approved 
decades ago and are discharging 
bacteria and other nasty contaminants 
into our groundwater and waterways.

To avoid this pollution, we are 
encouraging property owners to 
connect to mains sewer, which is 
available on the southern Peninsula 
through South East Water’s Early 

Connection Option (ECO) Program  
and the Backlog Sewer Program in 
other residential areas. To find out 
about the ECO program, visit:  

 betterconnected.com.au

If you can’t connect to mains sewer, make sure you do an annual health 
check on your septic system, particularly before winter. It will save you on 
repairs and protect the environment from a leaking system.  
Find out more:  mornpen.vic.gov.au/wastewater    epa.vic.gov.au
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yawa.com.au

NOW 
OPEN

our place

Yawa – ready, set, splash
Together with the centre’s managers 
Belgravia Leisure, we are thrilled to throw 
open the doors to our new world-class 
aquatic centre in Rosebud. 

This facility will provide enormous health 
and wellbeing benefits for our community 
for generations to come and we invite 
everyone to experience what Yawa has to 
offer. You really have to see it to believe 
it. Join the Yawa community with a 
membership today.  yawa.com.au

• 50m indoor pool
• learn to swim pool
• warm water program pool
• spa, sauna and steam room
• gymnasium
• a café, Elements Eatery, offering 

high-quality, healthy food
• multi-purpose rooms for health 

and fitness classes including 
reformer Pilates

• a wellness centre for services 
including exercise physiology, 
dietetics, counselling, physiotherapy, 
podiatry and occupational therapy

• high priority disability access 
including access ramps and  
hoist to the main pool and  
warm water program pool

• family change rooms for people 
with disabilities or special needs.

Solar and energy bulk buy
We have launched 
our new eco-
friendly Solar and 
Energy Bulk Buy 
program, which 
will help put solar 
power and energy 
efficient appliances 
within reach of 
many Peninsula 
residents.

The bulk buy 
includes solar 
power, hot water 
heat pumps and 
reverse cycle air 
conditioners, with battery storage included soon. By banding 
together and placing orders in bulk we have negotiated a 
better price on these items from trusted, vetted suppliers.

The program, which runs until July 2022, offers discounted 
prices on appliances and personalised advice on which 
energy efficient products would suit your home and budget. 
It also offers free advice on how to access the State 
Government rebates and how to make your home more 
energy efficient, comfortable and cost-effective to run.

It’s another tick in our Climate Emergency Plan and supports 
our community’s calls to take action against climate change. 
AEF:  1300 236 855    mornpen.vic.gov.au/bulkbuy

No more fines at our libraries
We’ve abolished library fines for overdue items at all 
our libraries and wiped any existing fines from our system. 
More than ever our community relies upon our libraries 
for information, resources, books and literature and 
public programs. We want to provide free and universal 
access to information – so you don’t need to worry 
about getting a fine for overdue items again. 

 ourlibrary.mornpen.vic.gov.au
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our place

FRANKIE
IS FOND OF

FOOD
WASTE

Housing for the future
The Mornington Peninsula is home to approximately 
168,000 people. This is projected to increase to more 
than 200,000 by 2036. This means that additional  
homes for about 32,000 residents will be needed by  
2036 – around 1,200 new homes each year.

To ensure we meet the housing needs of existing and 
future residents while retaining the valued character of the 
Peninsula, Council is proposing to apply new residential 
zones and update existing design and development controls 
across the Peninsula’s residential areas.

The planning scheme amendment to introduce these 
changes, called amendment C219morn, will be on exhibition 
soon and the community can give their feedback via a formal 
submission. Before it goes on exhibition, Council will write to 
all owners and occupiers of land that may be affected by the 
amendment. To view the amendment and have your say: 

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/c219

Welcome to Plastic Free Peninsula
What started as a trial in Mount Martha in 2019  
has now been launched across the Peninsula,  
with more hospitality venues jumping on board the  
Plastic Free Places program.

Run by Boomerang Alliance in partnership with Waste 
Wise Mornington Peninsula and supported by the Shire, 
the program works with food retailers to eliminate single-
use plastics, focussing on more sustainable alternatives 
to six problem plastic items: water bottles, straws, coffee 
cups and lids, takeaway containers, foodware and bags.

Look out for Plastic Free member businesses in your 
local community and support them as we work towards 
a plastic-free Peninsula.  wastewisepeninsula.org

This sounds great! How do I sign up? 
If you have a green waste bin already you can get 
started straight away. If you live in the urban zone 
of the Shire, but don’t have a green waste bin yet, 
you can order one for an annual fee of $140 at 

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/greenwaste

If you’re renting, speak to your landlord  
about getting a green waste bin.

Food waste collection is here
Great news for the environment – all households with a green 
waste bin can now choose to put food waste into it as well as 
garden waste. Food waste makes up 45.5 per cent of our rubbish 
bins and until now it has been going to landfill. When food and 
other organic waste is sent to landfill it creates methane, a 
greenhouse gas 25 times more potent than carbon dioxide.

Your food scraps in the green waste bin will now be turned into 
commercial grade compost to be used as soil conditioners or 
fertilisers. By keeping food waste out of landfill, we help reach our 
zero-waste target and reduce our impact on climate change too. 

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/foodwaste
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Our shared community visionOur shared community vision
A call to action for the Peninsula to 2040

Welcome (Wominjeka) to the Mornington Peninsula, 
bound by green spaces and sea.

We honour and pay respects to the Traditional Owners  
of this beautiful land – the Bunurong people. We also pay 
our deepest respects to their Ancestors and Elders.  
We are inspired to protect and enhance our distinct  
region that values its diverse community, environments 
and townships.

Our community spirit thrives, with safe, accessible and 
inclusive spaces for all.

Together we continue to create a sustainable, vibrant 
and prosperous future that values innovation and 
shared compassion.

PrinciplesPrinciples
1. Addressing climate change

2. Integrated public transport and accessibility 
infrastructure

3. Support an inclusive, connected and safe society

4. Innovative planning and development of the  
local economy

5. Encourage and expand education, sports and  
arts opportunities

6. Protect and enhance all elements of our natural  
land, sea and biodiverse environments

7. Plan and regulate responsible and innovative  
housing development

To find out more about Imagine: Peninsula 2040 and 
read the entire Community Vision please visit:

  mornpen.vic.gov.au/2040

How did we get here?How did we get here?
What do you want life to look like on the Mornington 
Peninsula in 2040?

More than 2,600 people shared their ideas via our 
Imagine: Peninsula 2040 survey while hundreds more 
spoke with Peninsula 2040 ambassadors, attended 
online forums, met for community group discussions  
or shared drawings.

This feedback and data was given to a Citizens’ 
Panel – a randomly selected group of 38 people who 
represented the community - and they distilled it down 
into a shared community vision.

What next?What next?
The priorities from the Community Vision will now be 
incorporated into the next four-year Council Plan and 
other strategic planning.

Shaping Our Future



our prosperity

Who’s got the Best Bite?
The winners of the Best Bites People’s Choice Awards have been announced, 
with Blue Mini Café in Rosebud taking out top prize. Phat Yaya’s Mornington, 
Homeground Café Mornington, Lilo Café Mornington, R&K Café Bittern, TreAnd 
at Baxter Valley Estate and Spudilicious Hastings were all highly commended. 
Look out for the Best Bites food guide later this year or check out the online 
directory now.  mornpen.vic.gov.au/bestbites

Mornington Peninsula 
Food Forum
We held our second MP Food Forum 
in May and tackled the topics of 
regenerative farming, flexible and 
resilient supply chains and ‘growing’ 
new farmers. The event attracted a mix 
of growers, local retailers, makers and 
organisations who came together to 
share ideas, learn from each other and 
forge new connections.

Business workshops
Mornington Peninsula Shire is offering 
a series of business development 
workshops to assist with recovery in the 
new COVID economy. The workshops 
are designed to increase confidence 
and help support small businesses 
to develop strategies in a changing 
environment. For details: 

 mpbusiness.com.au/upskill

Showcasing local businesses
Our Support Local campaign is shining 
a spotlight on the people behind our 
local businesses and urging everyone 
to think, spend and recommend local.
From barbers to florists, house painters 
to craft brewers, artists to retailers, 
electricians to vegan dairy owners 
– each photoshoot has been an 
opportunity to personally connect 
with individuals and understand how 

they have been affected through 
a challenging year.
We’ve captured many smiling faces 
of local businesses working hard to 
welcome people back. To find out 
more visit our new Support Local 
website with our Local Spotlights, 
Experience Local and local 
services directory. 

 mpbusiness.com.au/supportlocal

Relief and recovery grants awarded 
Earlier this year we launched a 
range of new COVID-19 relief and 
recovery grants designed to give 
financial support to local businesses, 
community groups and organisations 
and help them get back on their feet.

We are extremely happy to announce 
that approximately $238,000 in grants 
have been awarded to 52 individuals, 
not-for-profit organisations, 
community groups and 
business associations.

There are more funding opportunities 
available from State and Federal 
Governments and philanthropic 
organisations – we encourage 
you to check if you are eligible. 

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/fundingfinder
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Cr Steve Holland

Cr Anthony Marsh

Mayor 
Cr Despi O’Connor

Briars
Many of our beaches and much of our coastal infrastructure is under threat because of 
State Government inaction. More than 16,000 people have now signed a petition to save 
Flinders Pier from demolition while Fishermans Jetty in Mornington is facing a similar fate. 
Since the Port Phillip dredging project in 2008 and despite available funding, little has 
been done to restore Mount Martha North and Shire Hall beaches or repair retaining walls 
along the Esplanade including at Hawker Beach. Climate change should not be used as an 
excuse for failing to maintain important coastal infrastructure. I will continue to advocate to 
the State Government on behalf of our community. 

 0410 905 085    steve.holland@mornpen.vic.gov.au

As we come into winter, I’m constantly reminded of the vulnerability of one of our greatest 
assets, our coastlines. The rough waters typically seen around August highlight the impact 
of coastal erosion, and I’m keen to see more proactive action to protect these assets for 
future generations. I am also looking to put small business back on the agenda. Businesses 
are a vital part of our community and economy, and I will be seeking to better enable and 
support our local businesses throughout this term of council and beyond. I have enjoyed 
meeting with many residents about your issues and ideas, particularly community activation 
projects. Please keep sending them through! 

 0435 610 745    anthony.marsh@mornpen.vic.gov.au

Despite the chilly weather it is wonderful to see so many active people in Briars ward using 
the boardwalk, walking tracks and open spaces – meeting friends and family and keeping 
connections strong. Our natural bushland is a key part of what makes the Peninsula 
such a special place to live, work and visit. We’re working together with the community 
to ensure our bushland areas are healthy, valued and protected through our Biodiversity 
Conservation Plan. We’ve also allocated $400,000 from our $10 million COVID recovery 
budget towards bringing our Briars Master Plan to life. Stay well and let’s continue to look 
out for each other and check in with our loved ones.  

 0435 569 710    despi.oconnor@mornpen.vic.gov.au

In the works
Eco Park Active Recreation Hub
The $800,000 upgraded playground in Mount Martha 
will include a refresh of the existing timber play 
structure, a scooter loop and skate bowl, accessible 
play elements and landscaping. The designs are ready 
for a sneak peek soon; stay tuned.

New playground for Tolhurst/Osbourne Reserve 
Local families will be excited to learn the Tolhurst/
Osborne Reserve playground is getting a major 
makeover this year. It is scheduled to be finished 
before December – perfect timing for the summer 
school holidays!

Increasing accessibility in Mornington 
As part of a $58,000 upgrade to the footpaths on Haig 
Street and Vale Street in Mornington, we have built new 
pram crossings and two new disability parking bays – 
increasing accessibility in the area for our community.
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Taking the pain out of parking 
The Mornington Smart Parking trial is already having an impact by reducing 
congestion in the busy precinct and helping drivers find a car park more 
easily. It will also assist businesses on Main Street to have a higher turnover  
of customers by reducing congestion and overstaying vehicles in the area. 
  mornpen.vic.gov.au/smartparking

Councillors doing the hard yards for mental health 
Briars ward councillors Mayor Despi O’Connor and 
Anthony Marsh, together with Cr Kerri McCafferty and 
Deputy Mayor Cr Sarah Race took up the Coastrek 
challenge to hike 60km from Cape Schanck to Point 
Nepean in order to raise awareness and funds for 
mental health services.

We’re happy to report that the team, named ‘Talking  
the Walk’, raised more than $3,600 for Beyond Blue  
and finished the trek unscathed – except for blisters!

Budget highlights
The Briars
• Briars Master Plan $400,000 design
• Recycled water project $375,000 delivery

Sport and recreation
Emil Madsen Reserve
• Sports pavilion cricket and football $250,000 design
• Sports pavilion soccer, 

junior football, netball $30,000 design
• Oval 2 rehabilitation $50,000 design

Alexandra Park pavilion redevelopment $250,000 delivery

Dallas Brooks ovals reconstruction $50,000 design

Narambi Reserve junior oval part 1 $1.6m delivery

If matched grants are successful 
Civic Reserve athletics/soccer pavilion $1.25m delivery

Emil Madsen Reserve main soccer field $280,000 delivery

Make yourself at home 
at the new Mornington 
Community House
After more than 40 years of serving 
the community at Albert Street in 
Mornington, the Mornington Community 
House has opened its doors to its 
fantastic new home on Wilsons Road.

Jointly funded by Mornington 
Peninsula Shire ($2.55M) and the State 
Government’s Growing Suburbs Fund 
($2.05M), it will offer many programs 
and services, such as:
• peer support groups
• adult education programs
• learning opportunities (i.e. creative 

writing, macramé making)
• health and wellbeing classes 

(i.e. meditation, art therapy)
• other activities like 

employment networking.

To see the full list of programs 
and services on offer visit 

 morningtoncommunityhouse.com.au

Protecting Balcombe Estuary Reserves for the future
Balcombe Estuary is one of the 
Mornington Peninsula’s major 
waterways and is rich in biodiversity with 
164 indigenous plant species recorded.

The Balcombe Estuary Reserves are 
home to many sport and recreation 
facilities such as tennis courts, cricket 
and football ovals, a pistol club and 
bowls club as well as picnic tables, 
playgrounds, walking trails and 
fishing platforms.

The Shire, together with community 
groups and key stakeholders, works 
hard to protect and enhance the 
biodiversity values of the reserves.

But with increasing population, the 
environment and the recreational 

facilities will come under increasing 
pressure. We need to find a balance 
between preserving the ecological 
values of the reserves, while 
supporting appropriate sport  
and recreation use.

The Shire has developed a draft 
Balcombe Estuary Reserves 
Ecological and Planning Study, 
which recommends new planning 
controls to better protect the 
environmental values of the 
Balcombe Estuary Reserves.

For more information and to 
keep up to date with the project: 

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/
balcombeestuary
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Cr Lisa Dixon

I have been very proud of 
the accomplishments of 
our community in Cerberus 
ward. There are so many 
talented, dedicated people 
out there who strive to make 
our community a better 
place for all. In particular, 
I’d like to thank our many 
volunteers for their time  
and effort. 

I have also enjoyed being out and about at some of 
our fantastic community events, including the Crib 
Point Mother’s Day community market, Bittern market, 
the Hastings Police Senior Citizens Register volunteer 
morning tea, the Western Port Craft Expo, the Crib Point 
advisory group, a tour of HMAS Cerberus naval base 
and the annual MP Food Forum.

It was wonderful seeing our fabulous foreshore being 
used for inter-school sports competitions earlier this 
year. We have such environmental treasures right on 
our doorstep – I encourage everyone to enjoy our 
waterways, foreshore and bushland reserves all  
through winter. 

 0435 630 007    lisa.dixon@mornpen.vic.gov.au

Cerberus

Budget highlights

Drop in to visit your local councillor
Please drop in to Cr Lisa Dixon’s new office at 10 High Street, 
Hastings – just opposite the library. Lisa is often out and about 
in the community, so if you don’t catch her, please call to make 
an appointment – your feedback and concerns are important.

SES Hastings needs you
The SES Hastings Unit is looking for more volunteers!  
They are a group of dedicated and enthusiastic volunteers 
who provide storm and flood response services to the 
Mornington Peninsula, as well as supporting other agencies 
such as Victoria Police, Ambulance Victoria and the CFA.

Anyone can make a valuable contribution and volunteers 
receive accredited training as part of their role – ranging from 
first aid and general rescue to behind the scenes support 
roles. Find out if there is something for you at: 

 ses.vic.gov.au/volunteer

Crib Point Recreation Reserve seniors’ pavilion 
Renovation works on the Crib Point senior sports pavilion 
are finished, with new home, away and umpire change 
rooms now in the main pavilion, plus new public toilet 
facilities. It’s a winning result for our community.

Photo L-R: Mayor Despi O'Connor, Cr Lisa Dixon, Leanne 
Gniel and Ricky Thompson, Crib Point Football Netball Club 
and Steve Espenschied, Crib Point Cricket Club.

The Bay Trail Moorooduc to Mornington $300,000 design
Bentons Road stage 3 $800,000 delivery
Creswell Street, East Crib Point  
road infrastructure improvement                $550,000 delivery
Crib Point Community House carpark $300,000 delivery
Hastings boat ramp launching facility 
floating pontoon $1.255m delivery
Hastings Yacht Club dredging $120,000 delivery

New lights for RM Hooper Reserve 
Installation works are starting soon at RM Hooper Reserve for 
new lighting towers – meaning no more having to stop training 
when it gets dark. Great news for players and coaches!

Fantastic plastic road 
Bentons Road, between Moorooduc Highway and Derril Road, 
will soon be open with the $2.6 million upgrade due to finish in 
September. About 1,450 tonnes of Plastiphalt has been laid, 
using five tonnes of recycled plastic. That’s the equivalent of 
1.8 million plastic bags diverted from landfill!
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Protecting the character 
of Crib Point
Crib Point locals can rest assured  
their concerns regarding out-of-
character multiunit development in 
their township have been listened 
to and addressed. The recently 
adopted refresh to the Crib Point 
Township Plan will protect the 
unique character of the township 
and provide a long-term vision to 
guide future development.

Thanks to strong community input, 
Crib Point will continue to have the 
look, feel and function of a country 
town on the coast. 

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/cribpoint

Community elation at AGL decision
Our local community and Council are 
overjoyed with the decision by the 
Victorian Government to reject AGL’s 
proposed gas project at Crib Point.

The proposed gas plant posed a major 
threat to the environment and amenity 
of Western Port, prompting the local 
community and the Shire to mount an 
unprecedented campaign against it.

We would like to thank the many 
groups, businesses and individuals 
who devoted an immense amount of 
time and effort to achieve this great 
outcome for the community and 
commend Minister Wynne for choosing 
not to risk the health of our bay.

This decision is proof of the  
power of community action.

Building the future of 
sport in Tuerong
The new pavilion at RM Hooper 
Reserve is not just home to 2,100 
participants in local football, soccer 
and cricket – it’s a game changer 
for female participation in sport.

New female change rooms 
and toilets encourage greater 
participation by women and girls 
and help make our community more 
inclusive. The $1.26 million modular 
pavilion is a first on the Peninsula 
and delivered a fantastic result in 
just a few months – meaning more 
play, less build time.

The Shire committed $760,000 for 
the pavilion and secured a $250,000 
grant through Sport and Recreation 
Victoria’s Community Sports 
Infrastructure Fund – Minor Facilities 
Program and a further $250,000 
from the Federal Government.

Gathering momentum for a gathering place
Willum Warrain in Hastings is a place 
where the local Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Island community can gather to 
explore identity and cultural heritage. 
With our population on the Mornington 
Peninsula increasing and interest in 

the site growing, it’s time to look at 
some exciting new ideas to expand 
Willum Warrain.

We’ve commissioned a visionary 
plan for the gathering place, which 
includes an open amphitheatre for large 
gatherings, an artefacts and art display 
area, a dedicated Elders area, 
a welcome and yarning area and a 
place of reconciliation. Cultural events, 
tours and On Country experiences will 
also be a feature of future development.

We hope the new design will help 
rekindle cultural practices and 
traditional knowledge and provide 
opportunities for genuine engagement 
with First Nations people and culture.

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/                              
     willumwarrainmasterplan

Story of Willum Warrain 
From the first gatherings in the old 
Hastings community house in 1988 to 
the formation of Kaala Koorie in 1995; 
the establishment of Willum Warrain 
Aboriginal Association in 2010 and 
the official opening of Willum Warrain 
in 2014, the future of the gathering 
place is looking bright with 380 adult 
members and kinship reach of 1,300.
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Cr Susan Bissinger and 
Deputy Mayor Cr Sarah Race

Nepean

It is really pleasing to see funding for our kids in our 
new budget, in particular the $280,000 for a new 
playground at R Pennman Reserve in Blairgowrie, 
which has been a long-advocated community project. 
We’ve got a new round of community catch ups 
starting – this time in the evenings. I’m also looking 
at branching out and talking ‘cross borders’ with 
Seawinds ward councillor Kerri McCafferty in Rosebud, 
Capel Sound, Tootgarook and Rye. Watch out for 
dates and times soon. I’m also so excited to see the 
return of live music, especially in these colder months.  

 0466 237 655    sarah.race@mornpen.vic.gov.au

There are exciting times ahead in Nepean ward, with 
my continued priority to keep the unique character of 
our areas, including respecting history and maintaining 
the look and feel of this amazing part of the world. 
This includes discussing how to subtly improve our 
township planning; future-proofing our foreshores; 
ensuring all works are inclusive of all-abilities and 
champion universal design concepts; encouraging 
markets, festivals and music in our streets; and 
removing obstacles for more community-based 
activities to rebuild our communities beyond COVID. 

 0401 297 978   susan.bissinger@mornpen.vic.gov.au

Budget highlights

Police Point Cottage 6 
The $960,000 renovation of Police Point Cottage 6 is 
finished, with the works helping to preserve the heritage-
listed building and allowing it to be used by the community. 
The early discovery of structural decay meant changes to 
planning and funding, but we’re happy to see this iconic 
building restored to its former glory.

Grand designs for the Sorrento foreshore
Design plans for the Sorrento foreshore at Websters Corner 
and Sullivan Bay have been revealed!

Thanks to significant community input to the 2018 Sorrento 
Coastal and Marine Management Plan, we have a new 
look and feel for both these areas. The Websters Corner 
design includes a new playground, new toilets, interpretative 
signage, cultural trail, new picnic facilities, redesigned car 
park layout, shade structures and seating.

The Sullivan Bay plan covers the old parade ground of the 
Collins Settlement 1803 between the Western and Eastern 
Sisters headlands. The design will improve connection to  
the historic sites and includes a new shower and water 
fountain, a redesigned car park layout, interpretative  
signage and cultural trail, as well as easier access to  
the site and a reflection area.

Construction is expected to start late 2023/early 2024. 
 mornpen.vic.gov.au/sorrentoforeshore

Sorrento Museum storeroom $250,000 delivery
Tootgarook early years learning facility $40,000 planning
Rye early years learning facility $40,000 planning
Sorrento Ferry Terminal part 2 $2.1m delivery
Rye township plan $310,000 design
Sorrento netball courts $50,000 design
R Pennman Reserve playground renewal $280,000 delivery
Police Point master plan $30,000 delivery
Sorrento foreshore master plan $110,000 design
If matched grants are successful
Sorrento tennis court lighting $110,000 delivery

Tootgarook road upgrade 
High priority upgrade works on Wilkinson and Carmichael 
Streets, near Tootgarook Primary School, have been finished 
in time for the winter weather. The $800,000 works include an 
innovative new stormwater drainage system installed under 
the school’s car parking areas, which should mean no more 
puddles at drop off and pick up!
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Police Point Cottage 6 
The $960,000 renovation of Police Point Cottage 6 is 
finished, with the works helping to preserve the heritage-
listed building and allowing it to be used by the community. 
The early discovery of structural decay meant changes to 
planning and funding, but we’re happy to see this iconic 
building restored to its former glory.

Save the Peninsula’s giant spider crabs
The protection of thousands of spider 
crabs during their annual moulting 
event in southern Port Phillip Bay has 
become a real issue. We are calling 
on the relevant Ministers and the 
Victorian Fisheries Authority (VFA) for 
a fishing exclusion zone for the crabs 
from May to July.

The growing number of people 
using Rye pier to catch crabs is 
unsustainable. The chicken carcasses 
and other food used to attract the 
crabs has caused significant pollution 
in the water and on the foreshore, 
which is also unacceptable.

As a major stakeholder in the 
management of the Rye foreshore, 
we echo the community’s concerns 
about the crabs and urge the 
government to protect them.

The Shire welcomed the VFA’s 
previous decision to temporarily 
reduce catch limits from 30 to 15 
spider crabs per person and increase 
location signage, but Council 
continues to push for a longer-term 
management plan for this wonderful 
natural phenomenon.

On top of Council’s list is a request 
to the VFA and the Minister to 
implement a seasonal no take zone.

In the spirit of Sir David 
Attenborough’s documentary The 
Blue Planet, we want to protect the 
crabs so people can witness the 
wonders of nature, not harm the crab 
population and risk the future of this 
species and the local ecosystem. 

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/spidercrabs

Promoting gender equality 
Congratulations to our Deputy Mayor 
and Nepean ward councillor, Sarah 
Race, for her appointment to the 
Victorian Government’s Gender 
Equality Advisory Committee. 
The new committee has been 
established to drive gender equality 
across Victoria’s 79 local councils.

Sorrento kids learning 
how to bee friendly
St. Joseph’s Primary School in 
Sorrento is abuzz with activity, 
building native bee and insect hotels 
with the help of volunteers from the 
Point Nepean Men’s Shed. The Shire’s 
nursery staff from The Briars are also 
helping the students plant indigenous 
plants and create native seed 
bombs, contributing to environmental 
biodiversity on the Peninsula.

The next project is to build a bee 
and butterfly garden, where students 
will look for Blue Banded, Carpenter, 
Teddy Bear and Resin bees, 
while also keeping an eye out for 
indigenous moths and butterflies.

$1 million Napier Street plaza 
Stage two of the new Napier Street 
plaza has finished on schedule, 
including tree planting and 
landscaping, seating, lighting, 
drainage and car park works. Enjoy!

Revitalising Rye
The Rye foreshore is a much-loved piece of 
the Mornington Peninsula and it is exciting 
that we now have approved plans for a 
much-needed upgrade to the promenade, 
park and camping areas. We need a vision 
that balances year-round use with summer 
visitation, connects the foreshore with the 
shopping precinct and allows for markets 
and events, community gathering, camping, 
boating and fishing, promenades, picnics, 
playgrounds, car parking and more.

With the plans now endorsed by Council, 
work will begin on detailed design with 
construction aiming to start in mid-2022. 
You can view the plans and find out more: 

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/ryetownshipplan
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Your Council manages 
hundreds of local services 
and projects on your 
behalf; this requires a 
strong relationship with 
our community. I aim 
to promote a culture of 
listening and enabling your 
aspirations to be given 
more weight in decision 
making. Council recently 
sought your input through 

a community vision ‘Imagine 2040’ initiative, this vision 
has now been presented and accepted by Council.

There is a Council motion to enable polling on 
contentious issues. Also a new system of following  
up all requests and complaints is now in place;  
I am very interested in your feedback. Issues such  
as roadside community gardens, the mobile 
library bus, bike and walking trails, 24/7 life-saving 
defibrillators, tree loss and wildlife protection are 
subjects often raised by our community.

Elected Councillors have a major role in representing 
community views. This is a fundamental role that 
sometimes competes with a governance model  
of a business style Board of Directors with officers 
providing advice.

Council has just completed this year’s community 
budget and I am pleased that we are now 
considering reviewing the process to possibly 
instigate a new format next year with the aim of 
encouraging community participation and more 
budget meetings being open to the public.

 0437 129 016    david.gill@mornpen.vic.gov.au

Red Hill

Cr David Gill

Budget highlights
Cyril Young Memorial  
Chapel repairs  $10,000

Patterson Grove, Flinders,  
community vegetation project  $30,000

Flinders Common master plan   
  $15,000

Balnarring Preschool upgrade $250,000

Flinders Park public toilet $40,000 

Flinders Civic Hall redevelopment 
 $1.55m (full cost $4.5m)

Main Ridge oval rehabilitation $50,000 

Roundabout Merricks and  
Stanley Roads, Merricks North  
 $652,000 delivery

Footpath renewal Arthurs  
Seat Road (tourist precinct)   
 $596,000 delivery

Balnarring Recreation  
Reserve oval rehab $1.1m delivery

Flinders Coastal and  
Marine Management Plan $60,000

Vegetation works  
Flinders foreshore  $20,000

Red Hill Show grant   $17,000

COVID recovery arts and  
culture event in Balnarring       $150,000

Somers community  
bike park   $100,000

Portable change rooms,  
AR&F Dittereich Reserve $60,000

Boundary Road Quarry EES,  
expert advice               $150,000

Help save our koalas
The Mornington Peninsula Koala Conservation group has 
embarked on a huge community project to plant more than 
15,000 native trees and shrubs in Somers, Dromana and 
other areas to help restore koala habitat.
Koala numbers on the Peninsula are in decline, mainly due 
to loss of habitat. The majority of remaining koala trees are 
on private land and are heavily fragmented. Connections 
between these areas of bushland as a food source need 
to be established and maintained. 

Tree planting days are being held once a fortnight until  
the end of October and lots of volunteers are needed. 
To find out more:  mpkoalas.org.au

Community coffee catch ups
Your local Red Hill ward councillor, David Gill, warmly invites 
community groups and the public to join him for a morning 
‘coffee catch-up’ at your favourite local café. Please contact 
him to make arrangements. All welcome.  0437 129 016
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Balnarring Community Pop in Hub 
Have you seen our new Balnarring 
Community Pop-in Hub? 

With the help of some start-up 
funding from the Shire and run by 
the community with support from the 
Balnarring Village Common, there is 
now a pop-in community space at 
Balnarring Village (behind IGA). 

People can book a class, attend an 
event or just get together. 

Activities include art classes, singing and muso nights, Wayapa Wuurrk 
mindfulness medication, Salsa and lots more. We hope the pilot hub will  
lead to several permanent community hubs for Red Hill ward.

In the works
Flinders Community Hub update 
Updated designs for the redevelopment 
of Flinders Civic Hall were presented 
to the community earlier this year. 
Thanks to community input, the plans 
have been amended and are more in 
keeping with a community hub concept. 
Detailed design is almost ready and the 
hall is scheduled for demolition in late 
2021. Council is working on alternative 
arrangements for current services  
at the Civic Hall.  

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/flinderscivichall 

Shoreham Road upgrade 
We are improving safety conditions 
along Shoreham Road in Shoreham 
with a $1.9 million upgrade funded 
through the Federal Government’s 
Black Spot program. Works include 
sealed shoulders, tree protection 

barriers and guard rails where 
necessary and signage.

Sports lighting 
We are installing 14 new light poles 
and new fencing at Balnarring Tennis 
Club as part of our $1 million tennis 
court lighting package, while Flinders 
Tennis Club is also in line for a lighting 
upgrade. In Main Ridge, the oval at 
AR&F Ditterich Reserve will be getting a 
sports lighting upgrade later this year.

New public toilets 
Construction is soon to be underway on 
a new $440,000 accessible public toilet 
at the Red Hill Mechanics Hall, plus 
a new water tank, and we’re almost 
finished on a new $255,000 accessible 
public toilet for the cricket pavilion at 
Boneo Reserve.

Love where we live
Fingal may be tiny but it 
punches well above its 
weight when it comes to 
award winning activities 
and accommodation.

The small town is 
proudly a finalist in 
the Victorian Tourism 
Industry Council’s ‘Top 
Small Tourism Towns’  
awards category.

Mobile recycling for your clothes and e-waste
A great idea sparked by the Flinders Lions Club, we now have a brand-new recycling trailer that is for hire by 
community groups and organisations and is delivered to your location. The trailer takes clean clothing, hats, shoes, 
bags and small electrical appliances, which are then sorted and recycled.  mornpen.vic.gov.au/recyclingtrailer

We’re off to market
The next Red Hill community 
market is on Saturday 4 
September. Come show your 
support for our wonderful 
food producers, craft makers, 
artists and many other local 
businesses. Remember to bring 
your reusable bags.
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In the works
Guiding light
The McCrae lighthouse has 
served as an integral part of the 
Port Phillip Bay navigation system 
since the 1850s. It is an iconic 
landmark on the Peninsula and 
a valuable piece of our heritage.

The Shire has received $1 
million from Heritage Victoria for 
complete restoration works on 
the lighthouse, including abrasive 
blasting, removal of rust, patch 
repairs, painting, cleaning 
and other minor repairs to 
both the interior and exterior 
of the lighthouse. Works will 
start soon and should be 
finished by December.

Seawinds
After many years of consultation, planning and construction the Yawa Aquatic Centre is now 
open and offering world-class facilities for the community to enjoy. In other good news for our 
community, a fully integrated youth hub is planned for Rosebud. We must invest in the health and 
wellbeing of our young people and build upon their resilience so they can thrive and prosper in 
this rapidly changing world, especially as we begin to emerge from the COVID pandemic. With 
the launch of the Shire’s Communities that Care Action Plan I look forward to the roll out of many 
meaningful initiatives for our young people across the Peninsula.  

 0408 974 143    antonella.celi@mornpen.vic.gov.au

There is always a continued height of excitement and activity abound in Seawinds ward. 
Whether it’s the newly opened Yawa Aquatic Centre, the newly funded build for the 
Southern Peninsula Youth Hub, the commencement of the Safety Beach Master Plan or 
the restoration of the celebrated Edna Dunk Memorial Clock in Rosebud – it’s the passion 
and dedication from the community that makes our ward the place to live, enjoy and play. 
The leadership of local volunteer groups, committees and clubs that range from diverse 
backgrounds and lifestyles has shaped the Peninsula to what it is today.  
That is why I am proud to continue to support and care for my community. 

 0466 255 385    debra.mar@mornpen.vic.gov.au

This year we asked the community their vision for life on the Peninsula in 2040. After handing 
over the pen to tell us what is important to you, we now have a strong and clear Community 
Vision, which will guide us into the future. I am excited by the possibilities this gives us and so 
impressed with the ideas from the community and the work of our Citizen’s Panel in shaping 
the vision. I am also focussed on continuing to support our Climate Emergency Plan and very 
pleased we have allocated $500,000 in our COVID recovery budget towards priority actions. 
We are on target to meet our goal of carbon neutrality in 2021. 

 0435 457 769    kerri.mccafferty@mornpen.vic.gov.au

Cr Antonella Celi

Cr Debra Mar

Cr Kerri McCafferty

Safety Beach public toilets 
This summer we can look forward to a brand-new public 
toilet block near the intersection of Marine Drive and Victoria 
Street in Safety Beach. It will service the foreshore area, 
including the beach, boat ramp, playground and nearby 
shopping strip. The facility will have outdoor showers and 
unisex accessible toilets. Project cost is $600,000.
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Budget highlights

Minister for Local Government Shaun 
Leane and Member for Nepean Chris 
Brayne with Councillors

Southern Peninsula Youth Hub  $850,000 delivery

Dromana recreation reserve  
netball court  $50,000 design

Safety Beach rock revetment  $60,000 delivery

Safety Beach master plan  $600,000 delivery

The Bay Trail Anthonys Nose, McCrae $100,000 design

Broadway drainage upgrade   $20,000 design

Stormwater drainage  
McGregor Avenue Mount Martha        $200,000 delivery

Sports lighting 
Rosebud Tennis Club is getting nine new light poles at 
courts one to eight later this year, plus some new fencing, 
as part of our $1 million tennis lighting upgrade package.
Dromana Recreation Reserve’s senior football oval  
is also in line for new lighting. It’s stage two of our 
sports field lighting package and funded by the  
Victorian Government.

Dromana 
you’re tops
Congratulations to Dromana 
township for being named as a 
finalist in the first-ever Victorian 
Top Tourism Town awards.
The awards recognise regional 
towns and centres that offer 
amazing visitor experiences, 
in particular those that have 
adapted to the changes 
brought by COVID-19.

With interstate travel often 
restricted or uncertain, 
Victorians are rediscovering 
the beautiful destinations in 
their own backyard. We can 
all support our local tourism 
industry on the Peninsula by 
visiting the many attractions 
and hospitality venues in our 
local area.

Safer streets in Dromana
When we surveyed the Dromana 
community about the local traffic 
in 2018, we were overwhelmed with 
the response. Of the respondents, 
77 per cent felt vehicles travelled too 
fast through residential streets and 
around the town, making crossing the 
road unsafe.

According to VicRoads Crash Stats 
database, from 2014–2018 there were 
17 crashes on Dromana’s roads, 
including one fatality and seven serious 
injuries. We’re doing something to 
change this.

Dromana residents will now notice new 
40km/h speed limits in local residential 
streets. Lowering speeds will decrease 
the number of accidents and ensure 
community members feel safer when 
out and about, walking to school, riding 
down to the beach and exercising.

We have also installed a compact 
roundabout at Ligar Street and 
Codrington Street, due to a high level 
of community concern regarding safety 
at this residential intersection close to 
Dromana Primary School. 

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/towardszero

Queen’s Guide Award 
for young local
Inspirational Rosebud Senior 
Guide Liesel Male has achieved 
the highest honour – the Queen’s 
Guide Award – for her commitment 
to the community and the Rosebud 
Girl Guides. Well done Liesel for 
the hard work, dedication, positive 
attitude and leadership you have 
shown on your journey towards 
this outstanding achievement.

Big win for Peninsula youth
Plans for a fully integrated youth hub 
in Rosebud have been given a huge 
boost with the State Government 
announcing $4.3 million in funding. This 
is on top of the $1.5 million commitment 
from the Federal Government to help 
build the new hub.

The accessible, youth-friendly facility 
will integrate a wide range of mental 
health and wellbeing services in 
one place, which will provide better 
outcomes for our young people.

Initial planning will happen before 2022, 
with further community and stakeholder 
consultation later this year.
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Watson
It is no surprise, 
considering my 
background in the 
performing arts, that I 
am very happy to see 
$200,000 in funding in our 
newly adopted budget 
for the development of a 
business case, including 
site assessment, for a 
state-of-the-art performing 
arts theatre. 

Be assured I will be advocating for any future 
venue to be located on this side of the Peninsula to 
encourage our home-grown creatives. 

We’ve also allocated a further $500,000 towards a 
Performing Arts Fund and $100,000 to ‘kick-start the 
music’ plan, which will support a range of actions 
associated with our Music Plan 2025. 

Our arts and culture sector has been hard hit by the 
impacts of COVID and the effects are still rippling 
through our community. Events, live music, galleries, 
dance performances – we lost so many things during 
that time. We must invest in the future of arts and 
culture and build a stronger, more resilient sector.

 0435 457 773    paul.mercurio@mornpen.vic.gov.au

New pavilion for 
Bunguyan Reserve
The sports pavilion at Bunguyan 
Reserve in Tyabb is getting a $1.66 
million facelift, which will bring it up to 
modern standards and provide users 
with much-needed new facilities.

Works will include new unisex change 
rooms, new toilets for players, umpires 
and the public, new showers, storage, 
office space and a refurbished kitchen 
and bar area.

The project is jointly funded by the Shire 
($1.51m), the Federal Government and 
in-kind contribution from the sporting 
clubs that use the reserve. 

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/bunguyanreserve

New sports lighting for Barber Reserve 
The junior football and soccer pitches 
at Barber Reserve are next in line for a 
lighting upgrade this year – we’ll keep 
you posted on construction.

Somerville local a Victorian 
Young Achiever
Young Somerville local Bree-Anne Pagonis has shone at the 
2021 Victorian Young Achiever Awards, winning the Luminary 
Tech Visionary Award for her accessible platform that 
enhances food experiences for women.

Bree co-founded WIRL, a social enterprise that helps women 
create time, energy and brain space by re-teaching them 
how to eat. The aim is for users to worry less about food, 
health and their bodies, and spend more time doing things 
they love. WIRL focuses on intuitive eating that has positive 
physical and mental health outcomes. As a social enterprise, 
a portion of sales go to The Hunger Project Australia, a not-
for-profit committed to ending global hunger by 2030. Bree 
and partner Alicia Holmquest both have a Bachelor degree in 
Nutrition and Dietetics.

Council congratulates Bree on her success and applauds her 
work in social enterprise, creating positive change for women 
and inspiring others to achieve great things.

Budget highlights
Tyabb Guides/Youth Hall $75,000
Fruit Growers Reserve  
scoreboard $25,000
Baxter-Somerville  
trail advocacy $90,000
Pedestrian refuge  
Frankston-Flinders Road,  
Somerville $100,000
Footpath Park Lane and  
Blacks Camp Road,  
Somerville $200,000

Cr Paul Mercurio AM

20  PENINSULA WIDE   Winter 2021



Lights on at Somerville 
Bowls Club
Somerville’s competition bowlers 
can now continue into the evening 
with the installation of new lighting 
at the club.

The project was jointly funded by 
the Federal Government, the Shire 
and the club and acknowledges 
the importance that sport and 
social connection play in our 
senior’s community.

Street art with heart 
A site in Barber Reserve, Somervillle, has 
been chosen for a new public artwork in 
a bid to prevent problems with ongoing 
graffiti. A call has gone out to artists to 
create a mural that tells a meaningful  
story about our Peninsula – we’ll let you 
know when it is on display. 

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/muralprojects

Barber Reserve playground 
The new playground and landscaping 
works at Barber Reserve are finally finished, 
providing a fantastic new space to meet 
and play for local families.

The freshly-landscaped reserve includes 
nature play and passive recreation 
elements, new garden beds and trees 
– the perfect place for parents to relax 
with a coffee while the kids play.

Tyabb Preschool 
Works on the kindergarten at Bunguyan 
Reserve are progressing well and 
should be finished towards the end of 
the year. We know the kids and staff 
can’t wait to move back into their 
$1.48 million new home.

Tyabb Guides/Youth Hall 
The journey to renovate the Tyabb 
Guides/Youth Hall has begun with the 
Shire allocating $75,000 in the budget 
to planning. Cr Mercurio has met with 
the Tyabb Ratepayers Association to 
discuss strategy and collaboration on 
the project to potentially restore this 
historic building.

What’s the score? 
The Shire has allocated $25,000 in 
funding towards a new scoreboard at 
Fruit Growers Reserve, with delivery 
relying on successful matched funding 
from grant applications. Photo L-R: Member for Eastern Victoria Jane Garrett,  

Mayor Cr Despi O’Connor, Cr Paul Mercurio
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our connectivity

Drive Safely Because campaign launches
Together with the Transport Accident Commission (TAC), we have launched Drive Safely Because - a road safety campaign 
reminding us all to drive safely, because we’re not just passing houses and businesses, we’re passing people’s lives.

Keep an eye out for the blue signs across the Peninsula and remember to drive safely – because your best mate lives 
nearby; because we walk our dog here; because our kids play near here; because we love our wildlife; because my  
parents work around here. There are lots of good reasons to Drive Safely.

Our road management plan
Mornington Peninsula Shire manages 
1,712km of roads. That’s about the 
same length as driving the direct  
route from Blairgowrie to Byron Bay!

As a Shire we’re responsible for 
inspecting, maintaining and repairing 
our roads at all times.

The standards we must meet and  
how we hold ourselves accountable  
to manage our road networks are 
detailed in our Road Management Plan.

We’re pleased that our current road 
maintenance standards are in the top 
third of all Councils in Victoria. But there 
is always room for improvement,  
which we’re working on now.

You can read the plan at: 
 mornpen.vic.gov.au/

roadmanagementplan

Community support for Safer Speeds trial
Since the start of our two-year Safer 
Speeds trial on the Mornington 
Peninsula in late 2019 and the 
implementation of 80km/h speed 
limits on 33 Shire-managed high-risk, 
sealed rural roads, we are extremely 
happy to report there have not been 
any fatalities involving these roads.

Community support for the trial is 
also high, with 59 per cent of survey 
respondents saying they support the 

trial (20 per cent neutral and 21 per 
cent oppose). Of the 1,059 people 
surveyed, 66 per cent also agreed 
that lower speed limits reduce road 
trauma and 89 per cent said that a 
safe journey is more important than  
a quick journey.

Data collection from the trial will 
continue until the end of the year,  
with results reported in early 2022. 

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/saferspeeds

Dial A Bus service
To help keep our older residents and people with disability connected to their 
local community, we run a community transport service that picks up clients at 
home and takes them to their local shopping area. Dial A Bus helps residents 
get to medical appointments, go shopping, visit social clubs, the library, 
recreation centres or just about anywhere the client chooses to go within the 
mapped area. To find out more, including eligibility criteria and routes: 

 5950 1605    mornpen.vic.gov.au/communitytransport
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our budget

Our capital 
works budget
$43 million

Some big-ticket items include:
$4.0m  Safer Local Roads works

$2.4m  Community facilities  
 renewal works

$2.1m  Sorrento ferry 
 terminal project

$2.1m Sports pavilion renewals

$1.9m  Footpath renewal program

$1.6m  Flinders Civic Hall 
 redevelopment

$1.6m  Narambi Reserve 
 junior oval

$1.4m Drainage works

$1.3m  Hastings boat launching  
 facility – floating pontoon

$1.2m Kerb and channel renewal

$1.1m  Balnarring Recreation 
 Reserve oval   
 rehabilitation

$1m Netball and tennis  
 facilities renewals

$915k  Library resources

Our COVID-19 
recovery budget
$10 million

Some of our community 
initiatives include:
$1m Waiving fees and charges

$650k Outdoor dining and  
 township activation

$500k Priority climate   
 emergency actions

$250k  Emergency 
 management capability

$110k  ‘On-demand’ bus trial

$2.2m Grants program

$155k Long-term planning for  
 community changes

$250k Community-built 
 bike tracks

$490k  Bay Trail concept  
 designs, approvals 
 and advocacy

$100k Social housing planning  
 and advocacy

Our priority 
projects budget

$9 million
Some projects include:
$700k  Food waste collection

$310k  Performing arts fund

$252k  Carbon neutrality

$225k  Mornington Peninsula  
 Open Space Strategy

$200k  Arts and Culture Plan

$200k  Hastings Foreshore Plan

$175k  Mornington Peninsula  
 Coastal Strategy

$100k Kick start the music plan

$100k Coastal hazard 
 risk mitigation
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The Shire strives to balance the many priorities 
competing for limited resources while keeping the best 
interests of the community always at the forefront.

A major focus of this budget is helping our community 
recover from the impacts of COVID-19. A full copy of 
the Adopted Budget 2021–22 can be downloaded at 

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/budget

Our 2021–22 budget 
at a glance



August
7 August

Sleep in your car 
Mornington Park

Introduction to 
permaculture workshop 
Eco Living Display Centre, The Briars

8 August
Devilbend Fun Run 
Devilbend Natural Features Reserve

14 August
Sorrento street market 
Ocean Beach Road

Sourdough breadmaking workshop 
Eco Living Display Centre, The Briars

18 August
MP Music Network – Professional 
development and networking event 
The Rye Hotel 

 mpmusic.com.au

Until 22 August
Nerdudara/Djumi exhibition 
Mornington Peninsula Regional Gallery

25 August
The Creators Network 
Meet our artists 
Mt Eliza Community Centre 

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/                          
    creatorsnetwork

28 August
Happening in Hasting 
Fred Smith Reserve, Hastings 
foreshore and jetty

September
4 September

Red Hill community market 
Red Hill Showgrounds

Climate-proof your garden workshop 
Eco Living Display Centre, The Briars

19 September
The Bloody Long Walk 
Mount Martha to Sorrento

22 September
The Creators Network 
Meet our creative spaces 
Tyabb Community Hall 

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/                          
    creatorsnetwork

October
3 October

United Energy Around the Bay 
Sorrento, Dromana,  
Safety Beach, Flinders

31 October
Halloween festival and bonfire 
Hillview Community Reserve, 
Dromana

November
13 November

Peninsula Vinehop Festival 
Various locations

15 November
Targa Florio Australian Tribute 
Red Hill Recreation Reserve 
and Cook Street, Flinders

20 November
Peninsula Artist Open Studio Trail 
Various locations

27 November
Spring Loaded 
Hastings Foreshore Reserve

What’s on For an up-to-date list of all events 
 mornpen.vic.gov.au/events

Caring for our Community
COVID-19 vaccination centres
For appointments:  1800 675 398   portal.cvms.vic.gov.au
Local centres:
Frankston Community  
Vaccination Hub 
Bayside Centre Level 1, 
Shannon Mall, Bayside 
Shopping Centre 

 peninsulahealth.org.au 

Rosebud Clinic  
(Astra Zeneca) 
Suite 5, 1533 Point 
Nepean Road,  
Capel Sound 

 peninsulahealth.org.au 

Rosebud  
Respiratory Clinic 

 0436 033 507 
 rosebudskincancer 

     centre.com.au


