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whether financially or mentally, to reach
out for help. Support is there through
many different organisations and
avenues, many of which are listed
on our website.
Businesses on the Peninsula are doing
it tough; the economic impacts are
forecast to be much greater on the
Peninsula than for Australia as a whole.

What a year it has been so far, certainly
not what I expected as Mayor! It’s not
where we wanted to be, but it’s vital
we stay united and continue to
support each other through the
challenges ahead.
I thank everyone for following
restrictions and health guidelines,
looking out for each other and pulling
together to ensure the most vulnerable
in our community are taken care of. We
have been through this before and I’m
confident as a community we can get
through this again.
Council is continuing to deliver care
packages to those in need and I
encourage anyone who is struggling,

Council is making operational savings
to ensure every dollar is invested in
helping the Peninsula bounce back,
while still providing the essential
services our community needs.
At times like this it is important that we
lead by example, and I’ve sought to do
that by decreasing my own pay by 20
per cent so more money can go into
community needs.
We have also stepped up our advocacy
to state and federal governments.
We will do everything in our power to
ensure our community gets its share of
future funding for new infrastructure and
projects to generate jobs and income.
Councillor Sam Hearn, Mayor
Mornington Peninsula Shire
sam.hearn@mornpen.vic.gov.au
5950 1428

Customer Service Centres are currently closed
Rosebud
90 Besgrove Street
Mornington 2 Queen Street
Hastings
21 Marine Parade
Somerville 1085 Frankston-Flinders Road
mornpen.vic.gov.au/coronavirus
For more information:
Talk to us
peninsulawide@mornpen.vic.gov.au
5950 1000 or 1300 850 600
customerservice@mornpen.vic.gov.au
The information in this publication is of a general nature and is not
intended to provide a complete discussion on each subject and/or
issues canvassed. Mornington Peninsula Shire does not accept liability
for any statement, opinion, errors or omissions contained herein.
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Cr Julie Morris

our place

Rainbows have become
a symbol of community
hope and support during
Coronavirus lockdowns.

Life during Coronavirus
Taking care of your physical and mental
wellbeing during lockdown is vital to
getting through this stressful time.
Just when we thought we had almost
reached a new kind of normal and talk
was of recovery, we have again been
required to make sacrifices to ensure
the safety of our community. We are
all facing the social and financial
effects of the pandemic, however
there are things we can do to make
coping a little easier.
Stay connected with family and
friends, whether it’s via phone, email,
video, chat or saying hi over the fence!
Staying at home can be isolating if you
don’t reach out to others.
Check in on others to see if they
are coping or need assistance.
Helping others is a win-win: the
giver feels better too!

Make sure you wear a
face mask or face covering
when outside your home

our place

Caring for our Community

Keep active and eat well.
Create some activity routines like
going for a daily walk. Exercise is
great for your physical and mental
health. Also plan and eat nutritious
meals to keep your body happy.

More than 58,000
customer service
calls taken by staff
working from home
More than 66,000
E-loans from
our libraries

Seek support if you’re feeling
overwhelmed. Phone and online
health services are available.
Head to Health: headtohealth.gov.au
Beyond Blue: 1800 512 348
coronavirus.beyondblue.org.au
Lifeline: lifeline.org.au, 13 11 14
Domestic violence 1800RESPECT:
1800respect.org.au
1800 737 732

More than 2,300
care packages
delivered to vulnerable
community members
More than 10,000
MP Regional Gallery
views of online videos

Follow the facts from reputable
sources, but don’t overdo it. A constant
source of news updates can be
needlessly stressful and cause anxiety.

Wash your hands
– and cough and
sneeze into your elbow

More than 1,000
Shire news updates

Stay home when
unwell – if you have
symptoms, get tested

Keep 1.5 metres
away from anyone
you don’t live with
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Sustainable agricultural growth
You may be surprised to hear that Mornington Peninsula’s
agriculture, food and beverage sector is worth an estimated
$1.3 billion and is a key pillar of Mornington Peninsula’s
economy. We want to help grow the local food economy
and build resilience to climate change through sustainable
farming practices, enhanced biodiversity and circular
economy principles.
To achieve this, the Shire is developing its Food Economy
and Agroecology Strategy with the help of primary producers,
food manufacturers, landholders, industry representatives,
distributors and contributors to this sector. There are many
challenges facing the sector, including population increases;
climate change; land fragmentation and affordability; water
availability; the degradation of land through unsustainable
farming practices; food waste and now pandemics.
We need to consider these issues and more from an
economic, social and environmental standpoint in order to
build a prosperous and sustainable sector for the future.
mornpen.vic.gov.au/agrofood

Water funding
Mount Martha will have access to a high-quality
recycled water supply thanks to advocacy efforts
by the Shire. Mayor Sam Hearn has welcomed
$1 million in state government funding that will
support the diversion of high-quality recycled
water from the Mount Martha treatment plant;
instead of it entering the South Eastern Outfall
pipeline which discharges into Bass Strait.
Stage one, which has already received
$500,000 of funding from the state government,
involves construction of a pipeline from the
Mount Martha treatment plant to The Briars.
The water will support sustainable and
regenerative agriculture, land management
and horticultural projects.
Stage two looks to extend the pipeline across
to the beach side of Nepean Highway to irrigate
neighbouring Mace, Ferrero and Citation Ovals
and the Shire Cemetery.

Looking for funding
opportunities?
Mornington Peninsula Shire
has launched a free online
‘one-stop shop’ where
individuals, businesses and
community organisations can
easily identify and access
funding opportunities from local,
state and federal governments,
including a dedicated COVID-19
funding page, as well as
philanthropic grant programs.
mornpen.vic.gov.au/
fundingfinder

SupportLocal business campaign
The effects of the COVID-19 pandemic upon our society and
economy are unprecedented. An independent economic
impact analysis has estimated the Mornington Peninsula
will experience a 21 per cent reduction in our Gross
Regional Product over the next 12 months.
Our reliance upon tourism, accommodation and food
services, construction, retail, arts and recreation means
we will be harder hit than most.
We can rebuild though; and we can all help. Mornington
Peninsula Shire is launching a SupportLocal campaign,
which aims to promote local businesses, offer advice,
support and assistance, raise business confidence,
rebuild customer bases and motivate all levels of
community and business to shop, procure and support
local. Local businesses rely on our custom and support
to survive and revive.
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our prosperity

Our 2020/21 budget
at a glance
Our Place
$1.1M to implement The Briars Master Plan
$4.4M for bushland and foreshore reserves management
$1.9M towards climate change mitigation and adaption
$5.6M towards roadside vegetation management and arboriculture
$2.4M for maintenance of stormwater infrastructure
$3.6M for maintenance of street furniture and signage
$8.4M for township beautification and cleaning
$33.1M in waste services
$4M for road resealing and rehabilitation works

Our Prosperity

Our Connectivity

Over $1.6M
across economic
development and
tourism programs
designed to promote
the region, industry
development and
visitor servicing

$13.1M towards
roads, pathway,
traffic and transport
management
$1.3M towards
school crossings in
high risk locations

Our Wellbeing
$11.2M towards Our Aquatic Centre completion
$1.6M for arts and culture
$400k for the implementation of the Reconciliation Action Plan
$3.2M towards child and family health and youth services
$3.2M for libraries
$6.6M for active and passive open spaces maintenance
$3.9M for aquatic and recreational facilities
$1.3M for the tennis strategy implementation
$5.9M towards aged and disability services, meals on wheels, senior citizens’ and home-based services

Priority projects include:
$400k

Climate
emergency
program
to support
strategic
objectives

$360k

Biolinks weed
management

$100k

Hinterland
Environmental
Water Scheme:
feasibility study

$100k

Social housing
projects
facilitation

$100k

Heritage
review
- stage four

$75k

Dromana
Community
Hub business
case

$40k

Strategic plan
for libraries

Figures are from the proposed 2020/21 budget, which is subject to adoption by Council on 18 August.

our prosperity
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Caring for our Community
during Coronavirus

Look out for our new
community information stands
In response to the Coronavirus crisis and to get important
information to those in our community who may not be online,
the Shire has set up close to 70 new information stands
at supermarkets, shopping centres, Bunnings and some
chemists. Please pick up a flyer for yourself, a family friend
or neighbour and let them know that support services are
available from the Shire. For more information:
community.care@mornpen.vic.gov.au

Council care packages
Mornington Peninsula Shire’s ‘Caring for our Community’
program, in partnership with Community Information and
Support Centres, has now delivered more than 2,300 care
packages to our most vulnerable and isolated community
members during the COVID-19 crisis. The emergency packs
include essential food and hygiene items to help people
through hard times and are delivered to eligible households
by Shire staff and volunteers.
You are eligible to receive a care package if you:
• are experiencing short-term issues due to COVID-19
• are unwell
• are considered ‘at risk’ of getting COVID-19
• have no support locally
• are experiencing significant hardship.
To register: 1300 850 600

Community Support and
Information Centres
The Shire supports three community
support and information centres
across the Peninsula, which provide
emergency relief to individual,
couples and families. A wide range
of support is available, including
food, material aid, bill payments
and referral information to other
health and community agencies.

Sewing scrubs to support our nurses
Hearing that nursing staff at Rosebud Hospital needed more scrubs at the start
of the Coronavirus outbreak, volunteers from Mount Martha’s Boomerang Bags
group decided to get to work. It was a big challenge for the group’s 10 members,
who usually make fabric shopping bags to help people reduce their use of plastic
bags, but the efforts were greatly appreciated.
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Southern Peninsula Community
Support and Information Centre:
5986 1285
Westernport Community Support
Centre: 5979 2762
Mornington Community Information
and Support Centre Inc.:
5975 1644

our place

It’s Yawa!
After receiving more than 5,000
community votes for the name
of our new aquatic centre, the
winner is Yawa Aquatic Centre!
Yawa is the local indigenous
word for ‘swim’ or ‘to swim’.
Council would like to thank
the community for being part
of the naming process, firstly
by suggesting names at the
beginning of the year and more
recently by voting on a favourite
name from a shortlist of five.
To keep up to date with the
project milestones visit
mornpen.vic.gov.au/yawa

New solar power
‘It’s gonna be a bright sunshiny
day’ in Mornington with the recent
addition of 303 new solar panels on
the roof of Mornington Library and
Council office. Overall 2,440 solar
panels installed on Shire-owned
and operated buildings are helping
to reduce the Shire’s operational
carbon emissions from council
buildings by an estimated 17 per
cent and are expected to save the
Shire more than $132,000 per year.
It’s all part of Council’s commitment
to achieve carbon neutrality by 2021.

Ensuring our future
It takes many voices, strong support
and commitment to a shared goal
to achieve change, making us very
thankful to our residents who shared
their feedback and ideas on our
draft Climate Emergency Plan.

our place

Free bin lid latches
Stop rubbish from escaping from
your bins and adventurous animals
from picking at your rubbish.
Latches come in two sizes for bin lids
with a handle or lids with no handle.
Please contact us to have a free
bin lid latch sent to your property.
mornpen.vic.gov.au/binlatch
Pool and spa registration
deadline extended
The Victorian Government has
extended the deadline for mandatory
registration of private pools and
spas to 1 November 2020.
This is an extension of five months
from the original 1 June 2020 deadline
and is an acknowledgement of the
extra pressure on families due to the
Coronavirus pandemic.
The Victorian Government introduced
new regulations in December last
year to make swimming pools and
spas safer and prevent young
children from drowning.
mornpen.vic.gov.au/poolregister

With your input, this plan will provide
clear targets, outcomes, budgets
and timeframes for the Peninsula
on its journey towards a net zero
emissions sustainable future.

Get to know your local
Resource Recovery Centre
There are three Resource Recovery
Centres on the Peninsula: Rye,
Mornington and Tyabb.

This year has shown us more than
ever that our wellbeing is connected
and that we must all work together
to tackle climate change.
mornpen.vic.gov.au/
climatechange

Did you know you can drop off
select items at no extra charge?
This includes things such as bikes
and barbecues, car batteries and
fire extinguishers. For the full list visit:
mornpen.vic.gov.au/wasteguide
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National Reconciliation Week:
27 May – 3 June

Image: Dixon Patten, Bayila Creative

This year Mornington Peninsula Shire celebrated National
Reconciliation Week with the launch of our newly endorsed
Reconciliation Action Plan Innovate 2020-2022, which was
born from in-depth consultation across our community.
Reconciliation is a journey for all Australians – as individuals,
families, communities, organisations and importantly as a
nation. At the heart of this journey are relationships between
the broader Australian community and Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander peoples. As a local council, we have an
important role to play in promoting and celebrating Aboriginal
cultural heritage as part of the intrinsic identity and value of
the Mornington Peninsula.

Visit our new arts and
culture website
We are excited to launch our new arts and
culture website for the Shire. Arts and culture
are vital to a connected, engaged and vibrant
community. In this time of crisis, we need more
than ever to connect artists with their audiences
and to give our community the opportunity to
easily access creative resources, activities and
events. We hope to connect people, educate,
entertain and give creative fulfilment to our
community. Please visit us and sign up to
receive our e-newsletter:
artsandculture.mornpen.vic.gov.au

“Through arts and culture people are
brought closer together, regardless of
background, income, age or ability –
especially during this current pandemic.”
Mayor Cr Sam Hearn

Discover Mornington
Peninsula Regional
Gallery online
Tune in to MPRG TV to see the online
launch of MPRG: FIFTY, celebrating
50 years of the MPRG collection, with
a walk through of the exhibition with
Senior Curator and Artistic Director
Danny Lacy and a performance by
the Peninsula Chamber Musicians.

Image: eX de Medici, Red (Colony) 2000, watercolour on paper
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You can also watch the artist studio
conversation series online, presenting
artists from the MPRG Collection such
as Ray Arnold, Euan Macleod and
Jess Johnson, or do an online creative
activity with the kids inspired by artists
from MPRG’s collection.
mprg.mornpen.vic.gov.au

our wellbeing

Mount Martha Bundy on the Ark
The majestic Mount Martha Bundy has become the first
critically endangered species to be re-introduced at The
Briars under its ambitious Ark program. The Mount Martha
Bundy (Eucalyptus carolaniae) is only found in small pockets
in Mount Martha, with around 400 plants left. In collaboration
with the National Herbarium (Royal Botanic Gardens
Victoria), The Briars team has been growing an additional
300 plants at the Shire Nursery, which were planted on
National Tree Day on 2 August.

Maintaining good mental health
Positive ageing on the Peninsula
Did you know that 44.8 per cent of the population on the
Mornington Peninsula is aged 50 and above? To make
sure everyone in our community is supported to age well
and to promote optimal health and wellbeing, the Shire has
developed a Positive Ageing Strategy. We recently asked
the community for its feedback and we look forward to
presenting the adopted strategy soon – providing a
pathway to an age-friendly Mornington Peninsula.

The outbreak of Coronavirus continues to be a stressful
time for everyone. It’s natural to feel fear, worry or anxiety
– especially with the constant cycle of news and updates.
During this time it’s important we do things to help us cope
and maintain good mental health. The Coronavirus Mental
Wellbeing Support Service has been developed by Beyond
Blue to address the growing mental health impact of the
pandemic, including fear about the virus, financial stress,
family stress, anxiety and loneliness. To find out more:
coronavirus.beyondblue.org.au
1800 512 348

Learn to thrive in the digital world
Would you like help with learning some new digital skills? Mornington Peninsula Shire has partnered with the
Be Connected Network to educate our older residents on the digital world, including how to stay socially connected
to family and friends. Participants will gain confidence in navigating the internet and learn how to stay safe online.
While COVID-19 restrictions are in place all classes will be run over video in your home (they’ll help you with set-up
if required) and will cover topics such as online shopping, using email, social media, search engines and online forms,
downloading and saving documents, watching and listening online and video calling.
0466 841 327
For more information: ourlibrary.mornpen.vic.gov.au/beconnected

Staying connected
with Our Library
During Coronavirus restrictions our
libraries have risen to the challenge
to continue as a place of social and
creative connection for our community.
While the doors may be closed at
the moment, online is a hive of activity
as residents have discovered more
than 5,000 free resources on the new
social hub: art and craft, courses to
learn new skills, e-books, movies,
kids’ activities and more.
ourlibrary.mornpen.vic.gov.au

Take out an e-loan, join an
online book or movie club or
take an online course today.

our wellbeing
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Briars
Thank you everyone for keeping yourselves and others safe during this pandemic. Our community
groups have done an incredible job looking after many of us. Thank you also to our businesses
doing whatever they can to stay afloat and keep their staff. To the cafes and restaurants for hanging
in there with takeaways and new ways to reach us. To local communities for their goodwill to their
neighbourhoods, and to all parents and carers carrying on through hard times to look after loved
ones and clients. Our wonderful communities will play a big role in shaping our recovery. Also, as
we come towards the end of another Council term, I’d like to thank everyone I have worked with
for the passion and enthusiasm they have shared with me. Take care all.
Cr Bev Colomb

0418 506 638

bev.colomb@mornpen.vic.gov.au

Reflecting back over the past few months I would like to say thank you to our community for how
they have adapted to these very unusual and challenging times. I live on my own so I know how
the connections between family, friends and social activities are an important part of our health
and wellbeing. I believe we will learn from this experience and I have seen how the Mornington
Peninsula Shire Council has reached out to the people in new and innovative ways to keep that
vital connection going. Please stay connected and ask for help if needed.
0437 152 991

rosie.clark@mornpen.vic.gov.au

Cr Rosie Clark

What extraordinary times we are living in. While many things feel out of our control, what we can
control is our response to the situation. Our community spirit and concern for each other holds us
together. As family, friends, neighbours, colleagues and fellow residents we can all help each other
through this. Life may be far from normal, but many things have continued. Council is working
diligently to continue to deliver essential services: rubbish collection, meals on wheels, planning
and customer service, and asset maintenance to name a few. Our libraries and gallery also have
brilliant online resources, with something for everyone to enjoy from home. One thing I feel is
certain – if we all act responsibly and observe the restrictions, the sooner we can end lockdown.
Mayor Cr Sam Hearn

0437 170 083

sam.hearn@mornpen.vic.gov.au

Budget highlights
Narambi Reserve
junior oval
$900,000 Delivery of stage one of new
AFL/cricket oval including score board,
fencing, coaches’ boxes, lighting and
replacement of existing hardcourt with
new multi-use hardcourt.

Alexandra Park,
Mornington
$100,000 Pavilion redevelopment
Continuation of planning and design for
pavilion redevelopment including home
and away change rooms, amenities,
storage, kiosk, medical room, office,
umpire’s change rooms, public toilets,
consulting suites for The Bays hospital
and shared community/social space.
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Mt Martha Public Golf Course
$50,000 Delivery of drainage and irrigation upgrades.

Emil Madsen Reserve
shared vision
Council would like to thank all the
stakeholders involved in designing
the future of Emil Madsen Reserve,
with the draft plan recently out for
public exhibition.

Mornington resident Gabrielle Gordon and neighbours
with their newsletter ‘The Royal Tattler’.

‘Royal’ newsletter bringing neighbours together
For a group of residents near Memorial
Park in Mornington, the return to stage
three restrictions brought with it some
welcome news – the revival of their
neighbour newsletter, aptly named
The Royal Tattler.
What started as a neighbourhood
contact list among a few streets during
lockdown in March has grown to a
weekly newsletter that has brought
people together in a time of crisis.
“It’s been really wonderful for our
neighbourhood,” said founder and
editor Gabrielle Gordon.
“Neighbours are talking a lot more
and it’s breaking down age barriers

Dallas Brooks Reserve
• Detailed design for reconstruction of
two soccer fields and one AFL field
$160,000
• Installation of sports field lighting on
lower oval $200,000
• Car park improvements $150,000
Civic Reserve wetland and rain garden
$250,000 Design, approvals and
development of Environmental
Management Plan.
Mount Martha House
$20,000 Community submission
for purchase of historical collection
display cases.

Major recommendations include:
a new pavilion for the Mount Eliza
Soccer Club; change rooms and
storage for new fourth oval and
netball courts; a new pavilion for the
Mount Eliza Football/Netball Club,
Cricket Club and Junior Football
Club; an extra 340 car parking
spaces; plus a new path network
and landscaping.

between us. It was such an unknown
situation and people were feeling really
overwhelmed. With everyone uncertain
as to how the virus was going to affect
us, I thought it would be a good idea to
swap contact details so we could help
each other out.”
The newsletter was so popular it now
covers community news and updates,
puzzles and jokes, pet stories and
Gabrielle’s favourite – personal stories
from residents about what their lives
were like when they were 18 years old.
“Some of the stories are so unexpected
and it makes you see people in a
different light. We’ve all become
closer and more understanding too.”

Mornington
Community House
on schedule

The Briars
• Depot OHS and service
improvements $30,000
• Culvert bridge widening to allow
for vehicle entry and formalise
pedestrian access. $280,000

The highly anticipated $4.6 million
relocation of the Mornington
Community House to Wilsons Road
continues full steam ahead and is
expected to be finished by the end
of the year. The new Mornington
Community House precinct will be
shared by the Peninsula Community
Theatre, ‘The Corner’ Youth Centre,
Mornington Men’s Shed and
RPPFM local radio station.

Footpath renewals
• Haig Street, Mornington $100,000
• Wooralla Drive, Mount Eliza $60,000
• Queen Street, Mornington $230,000
• Harrap Road, Mount Martha
Design and approvals $20,000
• Baden Powell Drive, Mount Eliza
Design $50,000

Emil Madsen Reserve
$40,000 Community submission
for cricket nets upgrade.
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Cerberus
Deputy Mayor
Cr Kate Roper

It certainly has been a busy
time for Council despite
the COVID-19 restrictions.
Council officers have taken
on extra duties working to
provide care packages to
vulnerable members of our
community. I’d especially
like to thank all those
individuals and groups
assisting others at this time.

It is really disappointing we have had to cancel many of
our events and markets temporarily and again shut down
our facilities when we had just started to reopen. But we
are very lucky to still be able to get out to exercise and
enjoy our wonderful surroundings on the Peninsula.
The last stage of the Hastings Streetscape is underway
and will be finished when restrictions ease.
Like many residents I have been missing the much-loved
Bittern Market. This great little local market has been
going more than 40 years and we hope to get this back
up and running as soon as restrictions allow.
Hastings boat ramp is about to undergo major
renovation works and this will make launching
and retrieving safer and more efficient for one of the
busiest boat ramps in Victoria.
When numbers permit, I’m also hoping to resume my
regular community meetings.
0437 134 168

kate.roper@mornpen.vic.gov.au

Budget highlights
Western Port
Bay Trail, Hastings
$660,000 Renewal of pathway between
Reid Parade and Stony Point Road
along Frankston-Flinders Road.
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Julie Saunders (left) with volunteers Jan, Annette,
John, Billie and Zarli.

Five-star service in Crib Point
When you’re the canteen manager at the local football/netball
club, feeding hordes of hungry people comes naturally. So
when the COVID-19 crisis really hit in March, Crib Point local
Julie Saunders knew straight away how she could help. Since
lockdown 1.0 Julie and a group of dedicated volunteers have
been cooking, packing and home delivering a three-course
meal to around 60 households every Wednesday.
“I’m an old-fashioned cook and I’m good at making things
stretch,” smiled Julie, who was born and bred in Crib Point.
“We make a soup, a main course – usually something like
a stew with lots of veggies, and a dessert each week.”
That’s 1,200 meals delivered to mainly older residents in
need in the Crib Point area. The community chefs work out
of the local RSL kitchen thanks to the unwavering support
of its president, while the local football/netball club is a
constant source of volunteers and donations.
“There are lots of people involved,” stressed Julie. “The
generosity and support of the community has been amazing!
We hope to look after people in our own little community
and will keep it going as long as we can.”

New Hastings
Seniors’ Learning Hub
ready and waiting
The new $1.4 million Hastings Seniors’
Learning Hub is finished and ready
to go, Council is just waiting for the
relaxation of COVID-19 restrictions that
will allow the new tenants – Hastings
Senior Citizens and Hastings U3A
– to move in and open their doors
to the community.

Crib Point Township Plan refresh
The Shire plans to protect the uniqueness of Crib Point with the help of a refreshed
township plan that will set the vision and direction for the township’s development. It
aims to protect Crib Point’s character of tree-lined streets and a mix of old and new
homes, so it will continue to have the look and feel of a country town on the coast.

Crib Point gas pipeline
project open for
submissions
Bentons Road, Moorooduc,
reconstruction			
$1.35 million Funded by the
federal government’s Roads to
Recovery program.
Upgrade works to Crib Point pool
and Pelican Park $300,000
Hastings Foreshore and Splash Park
$80,000 Design a new play space
as an extension to the existing
playground with water play, nature
play and inclusive play.
Hastings Sound Shell master plan
$100,000 Design and approval for a
sound shell with a permanent stage
and green-sloped amphitheatre for
community events.

Crib Point Community House 		
$25,000 Design of a sealed car park.
Olivia Way, Hastings		
$25,000 Design of a new playground.
Crib Point Recreation Reserve		
$10,000 Community submission
to upgrade the score box.
Wallaroo Community House		
$45,000 Community submission
for refurbishment of the gazebo
in the community garden.
Western Port Athletics Track		
$20,000 Community submission
for the installation of a storage
shed for high jump mats.

Mornington Peninsula Shire is urging
all residents to have their say on a
proposal for a new gas facility and
underground pipeline at Crib Point.
Due to the potential for serious
impacts on the internationally
significant Western Port Ramsar
site, listed migratory species, listed
threatened species and ecological
communities, an Environmental
Effects Statement (EES) has been
prepared. The EES is now on public
exhibition until 26 August.
Council does not have any decisionmaking powers with respect to this
project; that rests with the state
and federal governments. Council
will adopt a formal position on this
proposal at its Council Meeting on
17 August and will then make a
submission on the EES. For more
information on the project and on
how to make a submission visit:
gasimportprojectvictoria.com.au
engage.vic.gov.au/crib-point-IAC
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Nepean
Crs Hugh Fraser and Bryan Payne
It is welcome news that the new owners of our
iconic Continental Hotel are seeking to recommence
construction of the development as soon as possible.
Council will work to facilitate completion and
protection of this important heritage development so
we can all look forward to enjoying the venue in the
future. It is also pleasing to see works begin on the
new $1 million Napier Street plaza and the $920,000
rejuvenation of the foreshore at Rye currently
underway west of the pier. Council is investing in
our township and we can expect wonderful spaces
that enhance our community, businesses and attract
visitors and further investment in our region.
There will be further engagement with residents
regarding the Rye foreshore camping redesign as
part of the entire township master plan. The cash
injection of $5 million from the state government
for the Sorrento ferry precinct is another welcome
success for advocacy efforts by Council and a major
boost for our economic recovery from COVID-19.
0428 258 354
0437 193 039

hugh.fraser@mornpen.vic.gov.au
bryan.payne@mornpen.vic.gov.au

Budget highlights
Rye Township plan
foreshore camping
reconfiguration
$1.15 million
Enhancing the camping area
to provide additional public open
space on the foreshore directly
opposite the main commercial
centre, involving the reconfiguring
of camping sites to the east of
Weir Street and relocating camping
sites between Lyons and Weir
Street to the western side of
the foreshore reserve.
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Portsea beach missed opportunity
Council has expressed its disappointment at a missed
opportunity to restore the iconic Portsea public beach. It was
hoped that the rock bund that was protecting the sandbag
wall could be repurposed into a groyne, which would cause
sand accumulation and restore the beach. Unfortunately,
the rocks have been removed by the Department for
Environment, Land, Water and Planning (DELWP) and that
medium-term option is no longer available. The Shire is
committed to returning the public beach back to its former
glory and will continue to work with DELWP and the Victorian
Government to secure a long-term solution.

New all-abilities picnic tables
The Rye foreshore has become
more accessible thanks to the
installation of new all-abilities picnic
tables. The first two tables, plus
accessible footpaths, have been
installed between the boat ramp
and the pier, while five more tables
and paths are due to be finished
soon near the playground area,
east of the pier.

Rye foreshore revival
The rejuvenation of the foreshore near the Rye pier is
underway, with landscaping working including new paths and
plaza area, picnic table settings, benches, landscaping, raingardens
and an all abilities access ramp. It’s all part of the plan to revitalise Rye.

Sorrento Portsea Chamber of
Commerce’s Fred Djycraft
and Marc Clavin
Welcoming garden at Sorrento
The roundabout at the corner of
Ocean Beach Road and Melbourne
Road in Sorrento will be a sea of
colour come spring time thanks
to a community submission to the
Shire to enhance this highly visible
traffic entrance. A $10,000 grant
was approved and landscaping and
planting were done over winter. Look
forward to Rosemary officinalis ‘Blue
Lagoon’, Dianella revoluta ‘Little Jess’
and Senecio serpens soon blooming.

Footpath renewal Rye foreshore
Bay Trail $153,000
Sorrento museum
$100,000 Design of an extension
for additional storage space.
Sorrento Community Centre		
$50,000 Planning for upgrades
and improvements.
Sorrento Park public toilet
$30,000 Planning and design for
the renewal of the public toilet.
Sorrento netball courts
$30,000 Detailed design for David
Macfarlane Reserve for renewal/
upgrade of the netball courts.
Police Point master plan
$30,000 Refurbishment of cottage
one’s garden beds and pathways.

Napier Street plaza
in the works
Works have begun on
transforming Napier Street
plaza into Rye’s main
pedestrian promenade
– a space for events, markets,
relaxing and strolling, while also
linking the pier and foreshore
to the shops. This first round
of works includes demolition,
drainage, underground
electrical works and new
feature paving, while next
year will see the installation
of decorative street furniture,
lighting and landscaping.

Tootgarook early learning
years facility
$30,000 Planning for possible
expansion to include two maternal
and child health consulting rooms
and a second kindergarten room.
Rye early learning years
facility renewal
$30,000 Planning for possible
renewal and expansion to include
two maternal and child health
consulting rooms and a second
kindergarten room.
R Pennman Reserve,
Blairgowrie playspace
$25,000 Design of an upgrade
to the existing playground.

Blairgowrie pedestrian upgrades
Works on the $380,000 St Johns Wood
Road streetscape project next to the
Blairgowrie shops are complete, with
new footpaths, pedestrian crossing,
street lighting, relocated and upgraded
bus stop and a new right turn lane into
the shopping area. Combined with the
planned new community space in front
of the shops that will strengthen the
connection between the beach and
the shops and provide a green space
to relax and chat, it promises to be a
fabulous place to be in Blairgowrie.
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Red Hill
I hope everyone is
remaining safe and well
as we unfortunately find
ourselves back in tighter
COVID-19 restrictions.
There is a lot of financial
and social pain across our
community as voluntary
organisations and
businesses that provide
Cr David Gill
activities and services
essential to our wellbeing
are curtailed. A special thank you to all those looking
after the vulnerable in our community.
Updates: The state government is looking to replace
volunteer committees of management caring for our
foreshore reserves with a highly paid fundraising
committee. Community houses that provide informal
space and a friendly environment are finally coming
to Red Hill ward. There is welcome debate on
whether the state government should consider the
Peninsula as regional. A wildlife hospital for the
Peninsula is still being planned and the postponed
‘save our koalas’ seminar and workshops will resume
as soon as possible.
Thank you to local Alison Hoelzer, volunteer
coordinator of ‘The Bridge’ one of our many local
community newsletters, for keeping us up to date
during the COVID-19 pandemic.
Lastly, Council has announced a draft defibrillator
policy, which includes grants to community groups
and 24/7 access. Looking forward to your feedback.
0437 129 016

david.gill@mornpen.vic.gov.au

Budget highlights
Flinders Park

$20,000 Planning and design
for a publicly accessible toilet.
Pedestrian refuge
Arthurs Seat Road, Red Hill
$200,000 At Red Hill Recreation
Reserve. TAC has provided
$100,000 towards funding.
Roundabout Merricks Road
and Stanley Road, Balnarring
$652,000 Stage 1 of 2 from a
Roads to Recovery grant from
federal government.
Red Hill Recreation Reserve
pavilion upgrade
$25,000 Planning and design
for a pavilion upgrade.
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Shire support for arts and culture
The arts and culture sector has been hit hard by the effects
of COVID-19. For many on the Peninsula the arts are an
essential part of wellbeing and employment.
To assist with the recovery process, Council is developing a
Music Plan 2025 to promote the Peninsula’s music industry
and also funding support for local dance and music events
and initiatives. The Green Wedge art competition is back on
and recently you may have seen creatively painted garbage
bins in your street as part of our binspiration art competition.

Mountain bike community idea
In a great community initiative Somers coastal village
is looking to provide a cycle and jumps track for
young people at R.W. Stone Reserve as an alternative
to riding through wildlife biolinks and koala reserves.

Hinterland Environmental
Water Scheme
A feasibility study, supported by
$300,000 from the federal government,
is underway to investigate the potential
for the Peninsula’s hinterland region
to be connected to a permanent
supply of high-quality alternative water.
The scheme would allow hinterland
landowners to tap into the South
Eastern Outfall pipeline, which carries
around 350 megalitres per day of highquality recycled water from the Eastern
Treatment Plant to Gunnamatta, where
it is discharged into Bass Strait. It would
increase the resilience of the hinterland
region to climate change and bushfires
and boost food production.
mornpen.vic.gov.au/hews

Heritage review
The heritage review of the Shire’s
Westernport and Hinterland area
has begun. It assesses properties
that may have heritage significance
and should be protected under
the heritage overlay. Anyone
can nominate a place they
consider should be assessed.
Your knowledge and input will be
appreciated in helping to tell the
story of our environment and built
form heritage. Nominations must
include address and photo.
heritage@mornpen.vic.gov.au

Our sustainable
communities
finalists
Many of our coastal and
hinterland villages entered
the Victorian Sustainable
Communities - Tidy Towns
awards. Balnarring Village
Common and Somers’ Coolart
Science Show are in the social
wellbeing category final with
judging in September.

St Mark’s carpark on
Balnarring Road, Balnarring
$40,000 Planning and design
of a sealed car park.
Fenton Hall, Merricks North
$50,000 Planning review of future
use for this heritage building for
possible arts precinct.
Merricks Station Ground
master plan
$1.862 million Design and delivery.
Boneo Tennis Club
$42,468 Contribution to a lighting
upgrade at Boneo Tennis Club.
Western Port Yacht Club
$50,000 Community submission
for a new pedestrian/service lift for
all-abilities access and delivery of
goods and equipment.
Footpath renewal Arthurs Seat Road
$260,000

Rural Living Rate
The Shire’s proposed budget was recently back on public exhibition after
Council’s decision to review its Rating Strategy. Council has removed the Rural
Living Rate surcharge, which affected some properties in the Green Wedge.
The new proposed budget is due to be adopted by Council on 18 August.
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Seawinds
There’s no doubt many businesses on the southern peninsula are doing it tough. We have a large
proportion of businesses that operate in the food and hospitality, retail, accommodation and
tourism sectors, meaning we are hit harder by the effects of COVID-19 on the economy. Council is
working on a number of fronts to assist. Our SupportLocal campaign promotes local businesses
and offers support and advice. Council is also continuing to advocate to state and federal
governments to assist with our economic recovery through investment in shovel-ready projects,
including our Southern Peninsula Youth Hub, Marna Reserve and Better Buses.
Cr Simon Brooks

0437 174 486

simon.brooks@mornpen.vic.gov.au

We all look forward to coming out on the other side of COVID-19 and into a time of recovery for
our community. Through prudent budget measures Council will continue to invest in many projects
across the Seawinds ward this financial year. The Safety Beach Master Plan is one project that
contains works to reinvigorate the foreshore, build new public toilets at Victoria Street and continue
refurbishment of the rock revetment. We will continue to deliver on projects that will enhance our
way of life and enjoyment here on the Peninsula.
0408 974 143

antonella.celi@mornpen.vic.gov.au

Cr Antonella Celi

While we are unfortunately bearing with further lockdown restrictions, work is continuing on the
many projects in Seawinds ward. Our sporting fields, recreation reserves and netball courts will be
ready and waiting for when restrictions ease and we can get back out to play sport again. We are
of course also looking forward to the completion of our aquatic centre in Rosebud and the doors
opening to this world-class facility when it is safe to do so. Our pop-up plaza in Rosebud has not
been forgotten and we hope to bring this to fruition when we can gather again.
0437 153 578
Cr Frank Martin

Budget highlights
Completion of
Yawa Aquatic Centre
$9.5 million
The final stage of this milestone
$47.4 million project.
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frank.martin@mornpen.vic.gov.au

Left to right: Karen Vanderkaay, Tracey Trueman, Jeremy Maxwell

Fresh food programs delivering for those in need
Coronavirus has had an enormous
impact on the livelihoods of people
on the Peninsula, adding extra burden
on those facing hardship and poverty.
Thankfully through the services of the
Southern Peninsula Community Support
and Information Centre (SPCSIC),
Dromana Community House and
Seawinds Community Hub, the fresh
food program is supporting many locals
through these hard times by providing
access to fresh food and help to those
who need it most.

food program has tripled in size since
the impact of Coronavirus. Around 70
families use its Thursday morning dropin program, with a new pop-up service
on Tuesdays also popular.

“We’ve seen a different set of people
during COVID,” said SPCSIC CEO
Jeremy Maxwell. “More families,
people who had just lost their jobs,
casual workers.

At Seawinds Community Hub, families
can pick up fresh bread or fruit and
veg at the same time as collecting
their kids from family day care.
Supermarkets, local farmers and the
general community donate food for the
20 or so regulars who use the service.
“The community has been amazingly
generous and there’s been a real sense
of looking after each other,” said CEO
Karen Vanderkaay.

“We’re doing 100 food deliveries a
week, using food agencies such as
SecondBite, FairShare and OzHarvest.
It’s the same situation over at Dromana
Community House, where their fresh

“People come early on Thursdays,” said
manager Tracey Trueman. “We give
people a few bags of food, but it’s also
about social interaction, friendships and
connection. We also provide education
and the opportunity of free legal advice
from Peninsula Community Legal
Centre: all with coffee!”

Southern Peninsula Youth Hub
$100,000 Planning and design for the
relocation of the Rosebud Youth Hub
into an expanded youth hub at the
preferred site of Olympic Park.
Safety Beach master plan		
$50,000 Design of a foreshore upgrade
including landscaping, decking,
pathways, furniture and infrastructure.
Safety Beach rock revetment
remedial works $60,000
Marna Reserve, Dromana
• Pavilion renewal and upgrade
$250,000
• Netball courts renewal $530,000
McCrae Yacht Club 		
$20,000 Community submission to
replace fencing and upgrade car park.
Eyrie Creek McCrae
restoration project
$25,000 Community submission

Victoria Avenue, Safety Beach,
public toilets $600,000
Dromana Precinct Plan $50,000
Dromana Community Hub
business case $75,000
Dromana Industrial Estate		
$22,000 Community submission
for line marking to identify safe
parking locations.

Dromana pier views
to the future
Dating back to the 1950s, the
Dromana pier is a much-loved
attraction that encourages activities
like walking, fishing and snorkelling
and offers spectacular views to
Arthurs Seat and Mount Martha.
Council and the community will
continue to advocate to Parks
Victoria to bring about much
needed repair and improvement
to the Dromana Pier.

New wheelchair accessible swing
Lawson Park in Rosebud will soon
have a new Liberty Swing in the
playground, giving wheelchair
accessibility to the joys of play.

A safer journey on
Rosebud streets
As part of the Shire’s efforts to
improve road and pedestrian
safety in Rosebud, 24 residential
streets are changing to 40km/h
speed limits.
Analysis has shown that Rosebud
residential streets have some of
the highest numbers of casualty
crashes in the Shire.
Road and pedestrian safety
infrastructure has been installed in
Rosebud over the past 18 months
and the new speed limits are part of
the Shire’s Safer Residential Streets
program, which was developed in
consultation with and supported by
local residents.

Winter 2020 PENINSULA WIDE 19

Watson
What a fantastic four years
it has been. I have enjoyed
serving my community
immensely, but the time
has come to dedicate time
to my family and my work
within Victoria Police as a
newly promoted Sergeant.
I am so grateful to
all of you for your
kindness, patience and
understanding, and the friendships I have made
will stay with me forever.
Cr Julie Morris

This year has been one of the toughest, but you
all stood tall and opened your arms and hearts
during the Mallacoota evacuation following such a
devastating bushfire season; your strength during
a worldwide pandemic showed our community
resilience; and a personal heartfelt thank you for
all the blue ribbons, balloons, flowers and prayers
for the four fallen police officers in April of this year
– it meant the world to me.
I am so proud to have been your Watson Ward
Councillor. Until next time.
0437 156 531

julie.morris@mornpen.vic.gov.au

Budget highlights
Somerville Active
Rec Hub
$1.492 million
A new skate park at Fruit Growers
Reserve with plaza, parkour area
and integrated playspace.

Tyabb preschool
upgrade $1.5 million
Refurbishment and upgrade of the
preschool, including new playground
and additional kindergarten room.
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Community achievements
to be proud of
As a community we have achieved many projects
together over the past four years, which stand us in
good stead for the future and make our townships
places we can all be proud of.
Sport and recreation
• Somerville Recreation Centre rebuild
• Somerville Active Recreation Hub and skate park
(in design and approvals stage)
• Strong progress on the Somerville-Baxter bike
path, including $2M in secured funding
• Sports capacity study to highlight need for more
sports fields on Western Port side
• Tyabb Central Recreation Reserve pavilion upgrade
• Bunguyan Recreation Reserve change rooms and
playground. Pavilion upgrade coming soon.
Parks, playgrounds and reserves
• Barber Reserve upgrade (delivery this FY)
• Clarendon Drive, Somerville, playground upgrade
• Todd Grove Reserve upgrade
• Olivers Creek Bushland Reserve clean-up
Our neighbourhood
• Township master plans for Baxter and Somerville
• Pedestrian networks in Baxter and Somerville CBDs
• Pedestrian works for a safe crossing at FrankstonFlinders Road and Park Lane (funding pending)
• Emergency services helipad at Tyabb
• Industrial Areas Rezoning study
• Heritage Review, Neighbourhood Character Study
• Preservation of the machinery shed
at Fruit Growers Reserve
• Design for intersection upgrade at Pottery Road

New name for Blacks Camp Road
The Mornington Peninsula Shire is
seeking opportunities to celebrate
Aboriginal cultural heritage. An
important action is to review place
names that could be derogatory
to Aboriginal people and the wider
community. Council has been working
closely with the Bunurong Land
Council (traditional custodians)
and consulting with residents and
stakeholders to develop a unique
and culturally respectful name which
celebrates and recognises the
Indigenous significance of this land.

Somerville-Baxter bike path
Council has submitted an
application to the state
government’s Growing Suburbs
Fund for $2.1 million for the
construction of the Somerville-Baxter
shared bike path. If successful,
Council will match this funding
and commit to starting the project
this financial year. The federal
government has already committed
$2 million towards the project.

Left to right: Paul, Georgia, Maddi and Hayleigh Hocking

It’s okay not to be okay
Four years ago, Hayleigh Hocking’s
22-year-old brother Ben took his
own life. It was completely and
utterly unexpected and totally
devastated the close-knit family
from Somerville. Amidst her grief,
Hayleigh and her two sisters set up
a Facebook page called ‘It’s okay
not to be okay’ for people to share
their struggles and know that they
are not alone.

With the world now in the grip of a
pandemic, Hayleigh and her family
are reaching out to people to share
their feelings about how Coronavirus
is affecting their mental health,
using three simple questions.

The homegrown platform struck a
chord with people all around the
world and now has almost half a
million followers.

• And what is something good
that has come out of isolation?

“There’s no way we thought we
would ever be a face of mental
health advocacy,” said Hayleigh.
“I think the realness of what we
share and that we try to teach
people through our own lived
experience means people feel
they can relate to it.”

“We want people to know they are
not alone during this and that others
are feeling the same way.”

• What are you missing the
most during isolation?
• What are you finding the
hardest during isolation?

“It’s definitely an issue in our
community” said Hayleigh.

Facebook: @itsoknottobeokay
itsokaynottobeokay.com.au

Tyabb pavilion
$1.45 million New home and away
unisex change facilities and amenities,
umpire’s change rooms, storage, office
space and new public toilets.
Aboriginal interpretive signage,
Somerville
$10,000 Design of interpretive signage
to acknowledge and promote the
importance of the area to the Bunurong/
Boon Wurrung people.
Somerville Recreation Centre
$60,000 Car park upgrades with safer,
accessible and connected footpaths.
Tyabb Guides Hall
$30,000 To review and plan
the future use of the hall.
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Towards Zero road trauma on the Peninsula
The Mornington Peninsula has
unacceptably high levels of road
trauma. In the past decade, 69
people were killed and more than
1,500 seriously injured on roads
within the Shire. Among Victoria’s
79 municipalities, we experienced
the highest number of deaths in
2010 and again in 2019.
The devastating impacts of road
trauma on our community are not
just felt when someone is lost.
Serious injuries are the ‘hidden’
road toll; with ongoing pain,
suffering and impairment upending
the lives of those impacted, as well
as the lives of their families.

We believe as a local government
we have an important role to play
in the fight to reduce road trauma.
In April 2016 we became the first
Towards Zero municipality and
adopted the goal of zero road
deaths and serious injuries on
roads within the Shire.
The Shire has developed the draft
Mornington Peninsula Towards
Zero Road Safety Strategy
for 2020-2025 with extensive
community engagement and
leading road safety expertise.
It provides a five-year plan for
safer roads, safer vehicles, safer
speeds and safer people, as well
as ambitions to achieve zero lives
lost on our roads.
mornpen.vic.gov.au/
towardszero

Cash boost for Sorrento ferry precinct
Great news for the Sorrento
community and the Mornington
Peninsula with the Sorrento ferry
precinct receiving a $5 million
injection from the state government.

The ferry carries more than 950,000
people and 26,000 vehicles per
year and is vital link between the
Mornington Peninsula and the Great
Ocean Road and Geelong.

It’s a major boost for our economic
recovery effort and a welcome
success for advocacy efforts by
Council and Searoad Ferries.

Stage one of works on the precinct
are expected to start in 2021 and will
include traffic and pedestrian upgrades
next to the ferry terminal. Stage two
will include traffic and road safety
improvements on Hotham Road.

The precinct is an important piece
of tourism and transport infrastructure
that supports the regional economy
and local communities.

It will deliver a world-class facility
for our community and region.

New electronic
signs help protect
kangaroos
Electronic warning signs on rural
roads have proved successful in
saving kangaroos on the Peninsula.
The Shire installed four solarpowered signs on selected roads
in Red Hill Ward, which display
alternating messages of vehicle
speed and a kangaroo image.
The work was funded by a $30,000
grant from the TAC’s Towards Zero
Community Grants Program and a
$11,500 Shire contribution.
Results have already shown a
significant reduction in roadkill
in conjunction with the Safer
Speeds Trial. These signs will
be relocated annually on priority
high-speed, rural roads.
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Chris Brayne MP – Member for Nepean, Nepean Ward Councillor Bryan
Payne, Mayor Sam Hearn, Nepean Ward Councillor Hugh Fraser and
Searoad Ferries CEO Matt McDonald.

our connectivity

Supporting our community recovery
Through investment in our future

Peninsula Homelessness
Package $2.5M

What we’re
advocating
for on your
behalf

Provide housing solutions and
increased outreach services for
vulnerable people.

Peninsula Bay Trail $15M*
Complete ‘missing links’ in
the Bay Trail to improve
accessibility and use.

Technology park
Establish a new technology
park to support and grow our
manufacturing sector.

The Mornington
Peninsula is feeling
the economic
pain of COVID-19
more than most.

Better Buses $10M
Provide a frequent, direct and
reliable bus network for the
Mornington Peninsula.

*funding request is in addition
to existing federal government
funding commitment
**funding request is in addition
to existing state government
funding commitment

our advocacy

Improve road safety through
targeted works as part of our
Towards Zero strategy.

Sporting pavilions $18.5M
The renewal or construction
of sporting pavilions across
the Peninsula.
• Emil Madsen Reserve
• Civic Reserve

Mornington Peninsula Shire
is continuing to advocate
on behalf of our community
for funding from state and
federal government to assist
with our economic recovery.
We have identified
opportunities for government
to further invest in strategic,
shovel-ready projects
and infrastructure that
will deliver lasting economic
benefits and assets for
our community.

Road safety $130M*

• Alexandra Park*
• AR & F Ditterich Reserve
• Red Hill Recreation Reserve
• Bunguyan Reserve*

Recycled water $27.3M**

• Marna Reserve

Access high-quality recycled
water from the South Eastern
Outfall pipeline.

Community facilities $17.8M
Construct or renew
community facilities:
• Southern Peninsula Youth Hub*
• Flinders Community Hub
• Hastings Sound Shell
• Sorrento Community Centre
• Sorrento Museum

The Briars $10.6M
Deliver stage one of The Briars
Master Plan, including expanding
the wildlife sanctuary.
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Call-out for councillor nominations

The next Council Elections will be held 24 October 2020.
Nominations for candidates open
17 September and must be lodged
in person with the Election Manager
appointed by the Victorian Election
Commission by 12pm 22 September.
If you are passionate about what
happens in your local community,
becoming a councillor is an exciting
opportunity to make a positive

difference and represent the
interests of your community.
Councillors are responsible for setting
strategic direction, priorities and
policies; engaging with constituents
on their values and needs; debating
community issues and monitoring
performance to make sure important
issues are tackled.

Candidates must complete
mandatory training, be an Australian
citizen and be enrolled to vote in the
Mornington Peninsula Shire.
For further information:
mornpen.vic.gov.au/councilelections

