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Reaching
out

organisations bounce back after
months of restrictions. Council is
focussed on supporting employment,
mental health, family violence and our
youth during this crisis and we are
partnering with expert providers to
achieve the best outcomes in these
areas. More than $2 million in Shire
grants funding is making its way to
those in need, as part of our $10
million COVID recovery program.
It’s hard to believe it’s been a year
since I joined Council and took on
the role as Mayor. It has been an
incredible journey and I’m extremely
proud of what we have achieved as
a community in the past 12 months.
We have faced enormous social,
economic and health challenges
from COVID-19. Our community
has banded together in many ways
to give help where needed and
to protect each other. Our high
vaccination rate is testimony to this,
and I am grateful to everyone who
has played their part.
I’m also heartened to see our
local businesses and community

Next edition we will
welcome our new Mayor,
who was elected just after
we went to print.

I am particularly invested in our
Gender Equality Strategy and I
will continue to build on this. We
also now have a clear vision for
the Peninsula and a new four-year
Council Plan to back that up.
While we prepare for a busy summer,
it’s important we continue to act with
respect and patience as we all adjust
to life’s new pace. I will continue to
reach out and listen to feedback and
new ideas as a councillor in Briars
ward. Wishing everyone a safe and
happy new year!
Councillor Despi O’Connor, Mayor
Mornington Peninsula Shire
despi.oconnor@mornpen.vic.gov.au
5950 1428

Visit us
Our customer service centres (except Somerville)
are open again, but with limited services on site.
For details: mornpen.vic.gov.au/contactus
Rosebud
90 Besgrove Street
Mornington
2 Queen Street
Hastings
21 Marine Parade
Somerville
1085 Frankston-Flinders Road
Talk to us
5950 1000 or 1300 850 600
customerservice@mornpen.vic.gov.au
peninsulawide@mornpen.vic.gov.au
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Briars

Cr Steve Holland

Cr Anthony Marsh

Cerberus

Nepean

Information in this publication is correct at the time of
printing. Changes to COVID-19 restriction levels and
public health advice may cause changes to Shire
services, programs and events. Please check our
website: mornpen.vic.gov.au/coronavirus

Cr Despi O’Connor

Red Hill
Mornington Peninsula Shire
acknowledges and pays respect
to the Bunurong/Boon Wurrung
people, the Traditional Custodians
of these lands and waters.

Cr Lisa Dixon

Cr Sarah Race

Cr Susan Bissinger

Cr David Gill

Watson
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Cr Paul Mercurio AM

our shire

Hannah Lewis has created
a wildlife haven in her
Balnarring garden.

Make your garden buzz with life
Meet the Blue-banded Bee. It’s got a
beautiful golden and white fluffy body
with striking metallic blue bands. Its
speciality is ‘buzz pollination’ and it
loves to help out in your garden.
It’s also our mascot for our
Gardens for Wildlife program,
which encourages residents to
create a haven for local wildlife in
their gardens.
It’s not difficult at all – you just need to
send out the right invitation! And the
best way to do that is to plant a variety
of local plants to create a welcoming
habitat for animals and insects.

Gardens of all shapes and sizes can
be wonderful places for wildlife. Every
garden can be a place where animals
shelter, visit or make their home. For
example, to attract the Blue-banded
Bee, you can plant local species
such as Flax lily, Hardenbergia and
Hibbertia in your garden.
Local Hannah Lewis started with a
near barren yard and has created a
beautiful garden brimming with life at
her Balnarring home. It’s a rambling,
wild, spontaneous place that is home
to small birds, such as wrens and
spinebills, cockatoos, lizards and
skinks, native bees and even frogs.

“I go to bed and wake up with
the sound of nature every day,”
said Hannah. “It’s very special.”
“I’ve learnt so much since I began
this garden, particularly about how to
create places that are safe for wildlife
like birds, lizards and frogs. The trick
is to create small habitat areas where
they will be welcome to visit or stay.
“I started with planting natives, but I
now focus on local plants to my area.
It’s about being mindful of what our
country once was and connecting with
nature. It’s very therapeutic!”

How to create a wildlife-friendly garden

Try choosing indigenous (local native) plants that are suited to your area of the
Peninsula. Avoid plants that have little habitat value and can spread easily, for
example ivy, yukkas and succulents (try indigenous ground covers instead).
The basic ingredients for a wildlife-friendly garden include:
• a variety of indigenous wildflowers, • a shallow bird bath with clean,
grasses and sedges to attract
cool water – raised above the
butterflies and native bees
ground to keep birds safe
• logs, rocks and leaf litter to
provide hiding and basking
spots for skinks and lizards
See our handy localised planting guides:

our place

• spikey shrubs to provide
protection for small birds
to shelter, feed and nest.
mornpen.vic.gov.au/plantguide
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We’re certified carbon neutral
We are extremely proud to report Mornington Peninsula
Shire is now certified as a carbon neutral business.
Back in 2016 we made a commitment to operate with
net zero emissions by 2021 and we’ve done it. Since then,
we’ve reduced our emissions by 16,679 tonnes CO2-e,
which is 36 per cent.
Some of the initiatives that contributed to this include
installing new energy efficient LED street lights across the
Shire, installing roof-top solar panels on Shire buildings,
enhancing energy efficiency in our buildings and improving
waste management by diverting more waste from landfill.
We’re committed to doing more – this is just the beginning.
mornpen.vic.gov.au/climatechange

Pretty as a picture
Thank you for helping keep our
precious beaches free from
litter. When you visit, leave it
as you found it. If the public
rubbish bins are full, please
take your litter home with you
– don’t leave it next to the bin.
If you see a full public bin,
please let us know.
1800 850 600
mornpen.vic.gov.au/report-it
Snap Send Solve app

Protecting our biodiversity
To protect our biodiversity, many
areas of the Mornington Peninsula are
affected by planning controls that may
trigger the need for a planning permit
before vegetation can be removed,
lopped or destroyed. In August 2020,
the Bushfire Protection exemptions of
vegetation removal changed. If you
are thinking of removing vegetation
from your property and you would like
further details about whether you need
planning permission, please contact
our friendly planning services team.
5950 1010
mornpen.vic.gov.au/treeremoval

What’s my bin day?
Use our handy website tool.
mornpen.vic.gov.au/bins
Loving your new
food waste collection?
With summer here, we thought
you may like a few handy hints on
reducing any smell from food waste
in your green waste bin.
• Put food waste in a compostable
bag or wrap in newspaper.
• Try alternating layers of food
waste and garden waste.
• Wrap up food waste such as
seafood and meat and store
them in your freezer until bin day.

Bright sparks
Do you have a new idea to help
shape our future? Then we want
to hear from you. We’re looking
for innovative ideas that will help
improve our programs, activities
and services – and align
with our community vision.
mornpen.vic.gov.au/ideas
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• Store your bins in a shady,
flat, well-ventilated area.
• Rinse your bin from time to time
and always keep the lid closed.
• Sprinkle bicarb soda in the bin.
mornpen.vic.gov.au/greenwaste

Outdoor dining’s
a breeze
Outdoor dining is back on the
menu across the Peninsula, with
parklets again springing up in
townships ready for the busy
summer season.

our place

COVID-19
recovery grants
Council is here to support our
community through the impacts of the
COVID-19 pandemic. We signed off on a
$10 million recovery package earlier this
year, with more than $2 million allocated
to a recovery grants program. The next
round of grants starts on 7 February:
• Community Placemaking Grants
close 25 March
• Climate Action Grants
close 11 March
• Biolinks Support Grants
close 11 March

Small business – we’ve got your back
Here on the Peninsula we love our
small businesses. We’re the kind
of community who loves to support
local; from the café where we pick
up our coffee and the trades we rely
on, to the gift shop that always has
the right present and all of the small
businesses in between.
Council is committed to supporting
small business. In 2019 we officially
signed the Small Business Charter
to create a fair-trading environment
for small business. Of our $2.3

million grant program, $570,000 has
been allocated to business grants.
Council has also elected to appoint
Councillor Anthony Marsh as the
Small Business Champion.

• Accessible Business
Improvements Grants
close 11 March
• Township and Industrial Estate
Revitalisation Initiatives
open 21 March, close 22 April
mornpen.vic.gov.au/grants

Over the next 12 months he will
meet with a range of local small
businesses to understand how
we can better support businesses
and business owners.
mornpen.vic.gov.au/
smallbusinesscharter
mpbusiness.com.au

Budget ideas for 2022–23
We’re making it easier for everyone to
have their ideas considered for the next
Council Budget. We’re creating an online
Budget portal, opening from 7 January
to 31 March 2022, where anyone can
submit an idea (hard copy forms also
available). During this period we will also
hold weekly drop-in sessions across the
Peninsula and more Council meetings
where the Budget will be discussed.

Need help with your COVIDSafe plan?
We’ve got two COVID Education Officers who are ready to help
businesses, community groups and event organisers establish
COVIDSafe plans and practices. Get in touch today.
5950 1000
mornpen.vic.gov.au/COVIDSafe

our prosperity

This new way of hearing from the
community is modern, fair, inclusive and
easy for everyone. All feedback will be
presented to Council for review.
For information and assistance:
5950 1000
budget@mornpen.vic.gov.au
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Peninsula Trail – what a ride it could be
Did you know Peninsula
Trail has more then
100km of shared cycling
trails, which link the
Peninsula and beyond?
You can take in the scenery and
fresh air as you wind your way
through bushland, coastal
foreshores and townships.
But there are missing pieces in our
network that need investment in order
to transform the trail into a world-class
recreational and tourism experience.
The trail would provide a wonderful
combination of natural beauty,
adventure, activity and culture for
visitors and locals alike, while giving
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us better active transport options,
connecting our townships and
supporting our tourism economy.

It would be a new way to experience
the Peninsula on one of the world’s
most scenic cycling routes!

On 1 November, Council made a
$10 million commitment over the
next five years towards Peninsula Trail,
but we still need Federal and State
Government funding to get shovels
in the ground and get started.

The Shire is advocating to the Victorian
and Federal Government to deliver a
funding commitment of $40 million.
Phase 1 (2022-2026) including
Baxter to Somerville, Mornington to
Moorooduc and Southern Peninsula
Missing Links (including Anthony’s
Nose), will cost $20 million, of
which the Federal Government
has committed $2 million.

A fully connected Peninsula Trail
would boost our local economy and
support our COVID-19 recovery
through the creation of new jobs
and flow-on economic benefits.
In addition to widespread community
support for this project, we are also
working with all eight Rotary Clubs
across the Peninsula.
We are honoured they have chosen
Peninsula Trail to mark the 100th
anniversary of Rotary in Australia.

Phase 1 outputs include $19.5 million
direct and indirect economic output,
55 direct and indirect jobs.
The project will strengthen the
Peninsula’s brand as a premier
cycling and walking destination.
The Shire has committed $10 million
towards the total project.

our connectivity

Front Beach, Back Beach
Mornington Peninsula Regional Gallery has scored $300,000 in Federal Government funding to deliver a fabulous
new public art project, titled Front Beach, Back Beach. It will celebrate key sites and stories on the Peninsula through
film, sculpture, sound, performance, participation and installation. Fifteen Australian artists or collectives will be
commissioned to respond to 15 sites and stories, in a significant boost to our arts sector. The project will start in
November 2022 with an exhibition at the gallery in the summer of 2022–23.

Music scene of
your dreams

Get ready for bushfire season
If your grass is overgrown, tree
branches are hanging over your
home and the gutters are filled with
leaf litter – now is the time to prepare
your property for the fire season.
• Keep grass short
• Clear gutters of leaf litter
• Cut back overhanging
branches and prune shrubs
• Remove woodpiles and
other flammable items
from around your home
• Remove fallen and dry
vegetation – including
leaves, bark and twigs
cfa.vic.gov.au/plan-prepare
mornpen.vic.gov.au/fpn

Thank you to everyone who
recently contributed their
feedback on our draft Music
Plan 2025. We’re aiming to
make the music scene of
your dreams on the Peninsula,
including support for musicians
and businesses, activities
and cultural spaces.
mornpen.vic.gov.au/
musicplan

Family holiday adventure
This summer join the Peninsula Family Adventure Challenge! Communities
That Care is inviting families to participate in activities and adventures
together over the summer holidays and be in the running to win amazing
prizes, including a weekend away to the Bellarine Peninsula. Activities will
include trips to the beach, creative cooking, backyard fun and finding ways
to give back to your community. The aim of the challenge is to help families
connect in fun and meaningful ways to their local community.
To find out more: mornpen.vic.gov.au/familyadventure

Top spot for Mornington Peninsula citizen scientists
Congratulations citizen scientists – the Mornington Peninsula has taken
top spot in the 2021 BioBlitz! Our community made an incredible 6,130
observations of 1,201 species during September on the iNaturalist app –
showcasing the amazing diversity of species across the Peninsula. Some
of our top 10 most observed species included the Eastern Grey Kangaroo,
Swamp Paperbark and Coastal Beard-Heath. You can download the
iNaturalist app any time and join the Mornington Peninsula biodiversity
group to continue the great work. mornpen.vic.gov.au/inaturalist

our wellbeing
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Briars
As pandemic restrictions ease and the storm recovery continues, I’m reminded of the
resilience of our community. Thank you to our frontline works and volunteers. If you or
someone you know needs support, it is available, please get in touch.
Community organisations and businesses alike are quickly filling up our calendars for
the remainder of the year – visit the Shire’s website to take advantage of the many great
events happening across the Mornington Peninsula!
Cr Steve Holland

Cr Anthony Marsh

Look after yourself over summer and enjoy a well-earned break – Merry Christmas!
0410 905 085
steve.holland@mornpen.vic.gov.au

Our residents, community groups, sporting clubs, local businesses, and more recently, emergency
services have been smashed over the past year. With record lockdowns and a catastrophic storm
behind us (let’s hope!), I can’t wait to see our Peninsula bounce back as we head into warmer
weather and the festive summer season. As my first year as a Councillor concludes, I want to thank
everyone for their support. It has been an honour to serve you and our great Peninsula. While it
has been a challenging year to connect with you all, I’m eager to get out and about during what I
suspect will be an exciting and energetic year ahead.
0435 610 745
anthony.marsh@mornpen.vic.gov.au

What a year it has been. So many people have rallied during the pandemic and storm event to
help others and to keep our community safe. Our support centres, healthcare workers, the SES,
CFA and other volunteer and emergency services have worked tirelessly under very challenging
conditions. Thank you on behalf of our community.

Mayor Cr
Despi O’Connor

We can all pitch in and help our local businesses by shopping local this summer – there is sure
to be the perfect Christmas gift right here on the Peninsula. It’s so good to be out and about and
meeting people again – and to see smiling faces. Enjoy a wonderful summer!
0435 569 710
despi.oconnor@mornpen.vic.gov.au

In the works

A new sporting home
at Civic Reserve

Mount Eliza Way road works
We’re excavating and re-laying
the road on the busy thoroughfare
on Mount Eliza Way between the
intersections with Winbourne Avenue
and Roborough Avenue. The road is
in need of repair due to cracking and
potholes. We’ll schedule these works
later in January after the busy summer
period to minimise disruption.

Many in our sporting community have
been excitedly waiting for this one!
Construction is due to start soon on
our $6.7 million sports pavilion project
at Civic Reserve in Mornington.
Thanks to $4 million in funding from
the State Government and $2.7
million from the Shire, the Mount
Martha Soccer Club, Mornington
Little Athletics Centre and Mornington
Peninsula Athletics Club will have a
new home pavilion, designed with
input from the clubs and user groups.

At the same time, we are also
reconstructing the road along the
Mount Eliza Way shopping strip
between the two zebra crossings.
This work will be done at night to limit
the impact on shoppers and traders.
The $800,000 project is funded by the
Federal Government and should be
finished by the end of the year.
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Summer tennis
The Mount Eliza public tennis courts
at Howard Parker Reserve are getting
a $990,000 facelift, including four new
court surfaces, new lighting, improved
drainage and compliant court sizes.

Back by popular demand
Parklets are back in Mount Martha and Mount Eliza and
Main Street, Mornington, will close to traffic again on
17 December until 1 February next year. Last summer
locals and visitors loved the initiative and restaurants
and cafes were thrilled to be able to serve more people
while still complying with COVID regulations.
We surveyed all businesses in Main Street, with 67 per
cent voting to close to traffic again from the Esplanade
to Barkly Street.The repurposing of some car parking
spaces at shopping areas is a small sacrifice to make
in order to protect and promote the economic recovery
of our local food businesses. We will make sure there
are still the required number of carparks for people
with disabilities and that access is maintained on the
footpaths. Local musicians and artists will bring a little
something extra to make our streets come alive too.

New parking trial
for the Pillars
We recently surveyed residents
near the Pillars in Mount Martha
about parking issues during
summer. As a result of this
feedback, we are trialling new
residents-only parking areas in
some streets near the Pillars,
using an online app.
We hope this will reduce the
impact of high visitor numbers
on the local community. We’ll
monitor the effectiveness of the
trial over summer.

Creating hope
Thank you to everyone in our community who took part
in the annual World Suicide Prevention Day event in
September, hosted by local suicide prevention network
Chasing Change. People were encouraged to walk
around Mornington Park (in their own time) and tie a
ribbon on the chain link fence along the Esplanade.
Each ribbon was a commitment to suicide prevention
and recognition of those who have been lost to suicide.
This year’s global theme for World Suicide Prevention
day was ‘Creating Hope Through Action’. The theme
reminds us there is an alternative to suicide, and our
actions, no matter how big or small, may provide
hope to those who are struggling.
mornpen.vic.gov.au/walkforsuicideprevention

Connecting people and places
We’re connecting the community to the services they
need with a new environmentally friendly footpath
on Harrap Road in Mount Martha. The 1.5km path
contains PolyRok – a recycled plastic product that is
an alternative to aggregate, thus minimising the impact
on the environment. The project has been funded by
the State Government’s Local Roads and Community
Infrastructure grant program.

Tolhurst Osbourne Reserve playground
Playgrounds are such an important space for our young
families, providing a social place for parents to gather and
for young ones to play safely and have fun. We’ve built a
new $130,000 playground at Tolhurst Osbourne Reserve
in Mount Martha, including a new timber play unit, swings,
picnic tables and landscaping. It’s a fabulous addition to
the neighbourhood and guaranteed to bring out the
excitement in the little ones.
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Cerberus
As our community and
economy opens up after
months of restrictions
and uncertainty, it is
understandable that there
will be different opinions
about what the best way
forward is.
We urge everyone to be
kind, patient and respectful
as we move into summer
and the holiday season. Thank you to our community
for stepping up and getting vaccinated and looking
out for each other. It is still important we follow all
the latest public health advice and we’ll get
through this together.
Cr Lisa Dixon

Once again our community showed what it can do
in an emergency after the huge storm at the end of
October. What an amazing clean up effort and thank
you for helping those most badly affected.
Also, a reminder to download and use the snap
send solve app to help us address problems in
the community, like dumped rubbish or graffiti. It is
simple and quick to download and you can now add
multiple photos to each request being submitted.
Lastly, wishing everyone a very happy Christmas
and best wishes for 2022.
0435 630 007
lisa.dixon@mornpen.vic.gov.au
10 High Street, Hastings

Hastings named Australia’s
top Tidy Town
Our township of Hastings has cleaned up at this
year’s Australian Sustainable Communities – Tidy Towns
Awards, taking out top honours plus four of the nine
individual categories.
Hastings now proudly bears the title of Australia’s most
sustainable community – outstanding recognition for its
community spirit and beauty.
The four other awards were across litter prevention,
heritage and culture and community health and wellbeing.
• Dame Phyllis Frost Litter Prevention award: ‘I Sea I
Care Marine Ambassador Program’ and the ‘A Team’
• Heritage and Culture award (joint winner):
Rap4Rap project
• Young Legends award: Harrison Hansen
• Community Health, Wellbeing and Interest award
(joint winner): Mallacoota evacuation

In the works
Catch of the day
Local fishers are getting a real catch
this summer, with the Victorian Fishing
Authority (VFA) funding the installation
of a top of the line fish cleaning table
at Hastings foreshore.
At the moment, waste from the
existing fish cleaning table can cause
quite a smell at the foreshore. To fix
this issue the VFA reached out to the
Shire with the idea for a new improved
table. The table will be undercover and
will feature an electronically powered
disposal system that is connected to
water and sewer. The table and set up
will be a fantastic facility for the fishing
community. Goodbye bad smells and
hello fish dinner.
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Willum Warrain story for the future
Council is proudly supporting the local Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander community in its wish to transform
the Willum Warrain Gathering Place into a destination for
reconciliation, genuine engagement and hope and healing
for Aboriginal people on the Mornington Peninsula.
The newly adopted Willum Warrain Master Plan proposes to
extend the site to six acres, with building works including a
new entrance building, gathering place, large auditorium for
community use, a dedicated Elders area and a community
hub including café.
We’ve listened to our local Aboriginal community and
we’re supporting their self-determination as identified in
the Shire's Reconciliation Action Plan. The Willum Warrain
Aboriginal Association is calling for funding support through
their GoFundMe page to realise the first stage of the Plan.
The Shire has supported Willum Warrain’s grant application
to Aboriginal Victoria’s Community Infrastructure Program.
If both funding streams are successful, the first stage of the
building works can begin.
mornpen.vic.gov.au/willumwarrainmasterplan

Hastings boat ramp update
Plans to begin dredging at Hastings boat ramp have been
postponed until March next year after the Westernport
Angling Club’s Whiting Challenge. Anglers and fishing
groups will be pleased to know works will not take place
throughout the summer period.
Dredging will deepen the channel and accommodate
the recently upgraded boat ramp, ensuring boats and
watercraft can safely access the area in all tides.
We consulted with the local community, boat ramp
users and marine ecology experts to ensure the Shire
is minimising impacts to the environment, while
continuing to provide safe access for boats.
mornpen.vic.gov.au/hastingsboatramp

Kindred Clubhouse – a safe space
Now more than ever, Kindred Clubhouse in
Hastings is a vital service to our residents. If you,
or anyone you know, feel worried about stepping
back into the community after mental health
concerns, consider Kindred Clubhouse as a safe
place to start your re-entry. For a day or forever.
kindredclubhouse.org.au

Night tennis anyone?
Both Bittern Tennis Club and Crib
Point Tennis Club will soon have
new lighting poles plus a court
booking system.
Crib Point school footpath
A new $250,000 footpath is being
built early next year along Colin
Parade and Martin Street in Crib Point
in order to give families a safe and
accessible path to and from school.
We’re taking care to protect the trees
along the route as much as possible.
Laneway renewal
Works have started again on our
laneway renewal project in Hastings,
with Navy Place and Industry Place
getting the finishing touches on
them now. There is new paving,
landscaping and lighting to make
the short walk a pleasure.
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Nepean
Deputy Mayor Cr
Sarah Race

The past few months have seen many changes in our lives. Sometimes it can feel a bit overwhelming
how busy life suddenly is. Summer will be busier than ever and our local businesses will be in high
demand, so let’s be patient as they get back on their feet. We want everyone to enjoy their holiday
after such a difficult year. Look out for new parklets in Portsea and Sorrento and take care to leave our
beaches as perfect as you found them. Wishing everyone a lovely Christmas and I hope 2022 proves
to be a year of wonderful new beginnings.
0466 237 655
sarah.race@mornpen.vic.gov.au

We’ve all survived almost two years full of endless lockdowns and restrictions, albeit battered and
bruised we are finally able to look forward with genuine hope and excitement to much better times
ahead. Our Nepean ward has many new projects currently in planning which we are hoping will add
to the beauty of our area without destroying any of our unique character. With continuing hard work
and keeping the needs of our community at the forefront, we are confident that with additional effort
we will deliver what is needed.
0401 297 978
susan.bissinger@mornpen.vic.gov.au
Cr Susan Bissinger

Plans for Western Sister
Thank you to everyone who shared their thoughts and
ideas on our plans for the Western Sister precinct in
Sorrento. This area covers the section of foreshore from
the Sorrento Sailing Couta Boat Club to the Sullivan Bay
carpark, taking in the cultural and historic sites of Lavender
Hill and the Western Sister. To follow the project visit:
mornpen.vic.gov.au/sorrentoforeshore

In the works
Community sport
and recreation
We’re working on encouraging
more people to participate in sport
and recreation across the Peninsula
and as part of this goal we’ve created
a concept plan for Stringer Road
Reserve in Blairgowrie.
The plan includes upgrading the oval
and facilities to cater for the growing
needs of junior and women’s football
and cricket, upgrading the two tennis
courts and tracks in the reserve
and creating a new play space and
barbeque area.
Community consultation is an
important part of the planning and

we’ve recently reached out to the local
community to get their feedback.
mornpen.vic.gov.au/
		
stringerroadreserve
Blairgowrie play time
Young families in Blairgowrie are set
to enjoy a trip to the shops even more,
with a new $250,000 playground in the
works for nearby R Penman Reserve.
We’ve been talking with the local
community about the designs for
the playground, which will include
a new timber combination unit,
accessible play equipment, nature
play elements and new landscaping
and benches.We’ll also be upgrading
the carpark at the rear of the shops at
the same time.
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Cleaner waters at Rye foreshore
We’re building our first coastal biofiltration basin
at the Rye foreshore in response to community
concern about poor visual water quality in the area.
Here’s how it works. The dense grasses and reeds
in the basin opposite Elgan Avenue act as a natural
filtration system. Stormwater flows through the
vegetation and is processed naturally through the
sand dunes. The filtration system removes stormwater
pollutants, including street litter, before the water
reaches Port Phillip Bay.
We’re also installing an accessible boardwalk
connecting the beach to the Bay Trail, plus information
signage about stormwater and its effect on the
environmental health of the Bay. The project was
initiated by the Rye Community Group Alliance and
is funded by the Shire, the State Government’s Port
Phillip Bay Fund and Melbourne Water. It’s a fantastic
outcome for our community and marine environment.
mornpen.vic.gov.au/ryestormwaterbasin

New speed limit on Ocean Beach Road
As part of the redevelopment of the Sorrento Ferry Precinct,
there is a new 40km/h speed zone on Ocean Beach Road
and surrounding areas. This is the first step in the
$2.5 million State Government-funded project to improve
traffic flows and road safety near the ferry terminal. Next
year we will begin construction of a roundabout at the
intersection of Point Nepean Road and Hotham Road.
It’s all part of a larger plan together with Searoad Ferries
and the Victorian Government to boost the local economy
via an upgraded ferry terminal with safe and easy access,
linking the town centre and coastline.
mornpen.vic.gov.au/sorrentoroads

Swim between the flags this summer
Summertime on the southern Peninsula is filled with sun,
sand and surf. We love our back beaches for their wild
beauty and waves, but there are dangerous rips and
currents at ocean beaches. There are patrolled beach
areas at Portsea, Sorrento and Gunnamatta – please swim
only between the flags and never swim alone. Take care to
read the signs when you arrive at the beach, so we all have
a great time and go home safely.

Police Point –
virtual residencies
Walk this way
Walking between Rye and
Tootgarook is about to get a whole
lot easier with the construction of
a new footpath along Alma and
Field Streets, from Truemans Road
to Weeroona Street.
Stage 1 of the project along
Field Street is underway and
should be finished soon. We
hope it will also encourage more
families to walk or ride to the
nearby recreation reserves.
The project is funded by the
Federal Government’s Footpath
Construction Strategy and has
been marked as top priority.

One of the many things
that has changed due to
COVID-19 is our Police
Point Artists in Residence
program, which supports
between 25 to 30 local,
national and international
artists each year.
It’s been operating
virtually for a while now
and we are sharing the
amazing stories and
artwork from our virtual
residents on our dedicated
arts and culture website.
artsandculture.
mornpen.vic.gov.au
Image: Fragile landscape
Point Nepean,
Catherine Hamilton

Summer 2021-22 PENINSULA WIDE 13

Red Hill
Cr David Gill

Damage from the recent
storm and power outages
has been devastating.
Please continue to keep
me informed about
ongoing concerns and
emergency responses from
Council. Thank you for
your efforts to help keep
our community safe during
these trying times.

I support informal bike jumps for kids but operationally
Council will continue to remove them on complaint
because of the potential risk factor. Our community
can ask for areas to be set aside and safety issues
discussed with officers. Your feedback to Councillors
and officers can make a difference.
Our community takes wildlife and vegetation concerns
very seriously. Authorities must invest resources for
real protections. It is essential to have a local listing
of vulnerable species before they become threatened
or locally extinct. Working with our community we can
make a difference by listing and advocating for the
protection of many local species including koalas,
echidnas, kangaroos, seadragons and remnant
indigenous vegetation before it is too late.
With climate change comes issues of sea level rise.
Planning and building permits around our coastline
are under increasing scrutiny. Not the least because of
the risk of losing access to our beaches. Governments
should be discussing these long-term issues.
0437 129 016

david.gill@mornpen.vic.gov.au

Mobile library service
We’re pleased to announce our mobile library
bus service will be continuing post COVID-19
restrictions, using a smaller and more
environmentally friendly vehicle. It will be able to
access more locations and bring the service closer
to those most in need of a library service with social
interaction. The popular home delivery service will
continue beyond lockdown as well, making library
services more accessible than ever. Thank you
to everyone who gave their feedback during our
extensive community consultation.

Taking the guess work
out of concussion
Congratulations to the Balnarring Football Club for
introducing latest technology concussion testing for our
junior players. Their new eye guide machine tests for a
concussion event by comparing a child’s eye movement
pre and post a suspected concussion knock. It’s great
news for the health and safety of our young players.

Western Port and Hinterland heritage review
Our heritage review was delayed last year due to
COVID-19 restrictions, but we’re pleased to say the
historical and architectural assessments are finished
and a report is being prepared. We’ll share this with the
community when it’s ready next year and invite your
feedback. Thanks for your patience!
Balnarring autumn event
We’re working on staging a fantastic new event
at Emu Plains Reserve next year in autumn,
giving everyone something to look forward to.

We want your feedback on
gardens on nature strips
The Shire’s Community Gardens Policy and Private
Works on Nature Strips and Reserves Policy will soon
be under review. Your input and suggestions are
vital in shaping a community-friendly policy that
encourages users to create gardens that enhance
participation and interaction.
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It will be a fun and inclusive event with music,
creative arts and performance, workshops and
activities for all ages. Stay tuned for more details.
Community concerns
The issue of hoon driving has been raised as a
safety and noise concern in parts of Red Hill ward.
Council does not have enforcement power but can
help by advocating on your behalf. Please keep a
record of incidents and contact the police and your
local MP and ask for their attention and support.

Early success
for Balnarring
Community Hub
Our new Balnarring Community Hub
and its enthusiastic volunteers were
recently rewarded as a finalist in the
Sustainable Communities – Tidy
Town Awards in the social wellbeing
category. It’s a fantastic effort after
only opening in April this year.
Thank you also to the Balnarring
Village Management for supporting
the initiative. We’re sure it will once
again be a thriving hub with a range
of activities for everyone.

Caring for our native
flora and fauna
Thank you to our volunteers with
local Friends Groups who work in
bushland and foreshore reserves to
help retain habitat for wildlife and also
to the wildlife carers on the Peninsula
who come out at all hours to pick up
injured animals and look after them
until released.
If you are interested in getting
out in nature and protecting our
environment, please visit:
mornpen.vic.gov.au/friendsgroups

There’s a grant for that
The Shire’s Community Grants program supports
projects, programs and services that fill a community
need. Grants can be used for a wide variety of community
projects and could be just the thing your organisation
needs to bring an idea to life.
Some local projects that have received funding include:
• Main Ridge Petanque and Bowls Club:
$4,600 Café blinds
• Merricks Coolart Catchment Group: $5,000 Biolink
• Flinders Pre School: $5,000 Playground upgrade
• Red Hill Agricultural Society: $5,000 Signage
• Flinders District Historical Society:
$900 Finders walks brochures
• Red Hill District Lions Club:
$1,000 Traffic Management training
• MP Koala Conservation Group: $3,000 Start-up funding
• Arts Group of Flinders: $1,000 Seating

Community Placemaking grants open 7 February
and close 25 March 2022. Up to $10,000 per application.
mornpen.vic.gov.au/grants
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Seawinds
There is a sense of excitement in the air in Seawinds ward as summer approaches and COVID
restrictions have eased. Our shops and streets are busy again as we prepare for the festive holiday
season. There is so much to see and do around our beautiful townships with the return of outdoor
dining, sightseeing and recreational activities – and of course visiting our beaches. We look forward
to a COVID-safe season where our community and visitors respectfully come together to enjoy the
summer. I wish you and yours a Merry Christmas and a happy and prosperous New Year.
0408 974 143
antonella.celi@mornpen.vic.gov.au
Cr Antonella Celi

Summertime is a magnet for visitors and tourists to the Peninsula. Our population grows
by many thousands as people come to enjoy our beautiful part of the world. This means
however, more patience is needed on the roads, in cafes and restaurants, at tourist
attractions and when locating parking. We want everyone to enjoy the summer holidays.
When driving, please watch out for our wildlife such as koalas, kangaroos, echidnas
and our majestic parrots and slow down. Our wildlife is precious.
Cr Debra Mar

Be COVID safe and enjoy what our ‘backyard’ has to offer this summer.
0466 255 385
debra.mar@mornpen.vic.gov.au

Council’s leadership with local climate solutions has been recognised at the National
Climate Awards. We have won the Ambition Award for our Climate Emergency Plan
‘Ensuring our Future’, which we adopted in 2020. I am extremely proud that one year
later, 70 per cent of tasks in the Plan have started, guiding the Peninsula towards zero
community carbon emissions by 2040. It is within our reach – we can do this!

Cr Kerri McCafferty

Shire is also committed to providing equitable access for people with disabilities
across all our buildings, services, employment, information, events and public spaces.
Our Universal Design Policy will be open for public comment soon.
0435 457 769
kerri.mccafferty@mornpen.vic.gov.au

In the works

Walking the talk in Capel Sound
A new $165,000 footpath on Illaroo Street in Capel Sound
has linked the shops to Eastbourne Road, making it safer
and easier for residents to walk in the neighbourhood.
Marna Reserve pavilion
Now that the new netball courts at Marna Reserve are
finished, the next project in the pipeline is to upgrade the
pavilion. Designs are in progress for new accessibility ramps
and decking at the front of the pavilion, upgrades to the
toilets and additional storage facilities.

Plans for Hillview Reserve
Planning and design for a new footpath, car park
and playground for Hillview Reserve on Boundary
Road have progressed. These works at Hillview
Reserve will provide a recreational space for our
locals and visitors alike. The Shire will continue to
pursue funding options to deliver this project.

16 PENINSULA WIDE Summer 2021-22
16 PENINSULA WIDE July 2018

Safety Beach public toilets
We’re sorry lockdown has delayed this important project,
with the $600,000 new public toilet now due to be finished
early next year. Hang on, we’re almost there!
Healthier centre for Rosebud families
We’re almost ready to start construction on the
redevelopment of the Waterfall Gully Maternal and Child
Health Centre. The works will include a new accessible
toilet, a larger and more welcoming entry, better
consulting rooms and a new kitchenette.

Parklets in Rosebud

MP freeway upgrade

We’re giving Rosebud that special
summer feel again this year with
the return of outdoor trading to the
service street between Rosebud
Parade and Ninth Avenue.

In 2019, the Federal Government
committed $75 million to the
Mornington Peninsula Freeway
upgrade. An extension of the freeway
between Jetty and Boneo Roads
has been long advocated for by
Seawinds councillors, the Shire
and our community. Pedestrian
safety upgrades at the Jetty Road
intersection are also a top priority.

The vehicle service lane will be
closed to allow traders to use
the additional space to set up
outside, which will help keep
our community safe and allow
traders to serve more customers.
Look out for local musicians and
artists as well.

Seawinds Gardens
Looking for somewhere to cool
down on a hot day? Seawinds
Gardens at Arthurs Seat has
spectacular views of Port Phillip
and beautiful walks through exotic
and indigenous gardens. Pack a
picnic or just relax and enjoy.

Safety Beach foreshore master plan
We’re working on some exciting designs to renew the foreshore
footpaths, landscaping and carparks along Safety Beach.
The $3.5 million plan has been divided into three sites, with
the first site at the dog beach at Tassells Cove (just north of
the Yacht Club) to start construction early next year.

We therefore welcome news of the
State Government’s recent community
engagement to hear our residents’
needs and concerns. The feedback
received will be considered as part of
the planning and development for an
upgrade and will help shape design
options. We hope you were able to
add your voice to this important issue.
engage.vic.gov.au/MPFU

Howzat!
Rosebud Cricket Club has been bowled
over with the delivery of four new practice
pitches at Olympic Reserve. The old
cricket nets have been demolished
and replaced with a new enclosed net
facility with synthetic grass. The new nets
provide a better training facility for the
club and a pitch for public use – so grab
the bat and ball and get your season
started. The project is jointly funded by
Mornington Peninsula Shire ($150,000),
the State Government’s Community
Cricket Infrastructure Program ($100,000)
and Cricket Australia ($30,000).
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Watson
Cr Paul Mercurio AM

Things are moving forward
in Watson ward and it
feels good! Our new
Active Recreation Hub
at Fruit Growers Reserve
is underway, the kids
are enjoying a refreshed
BMX track at Harold Reid
Reserve in Baxter and we
are all embracing a new
COVID normal.

Celebrating young writing talent
Congratulations to young aspiring writer, Amira Lees,
from Somerville, for her high commendation in this
year’s Mayor’s Short Story Writing Awards. The judges
described her story as “a tale full of heart and sweet,
powerful messaging.”
We received 115 creative fiction stories from talented
Peninsula storytellers. Mayor Councillor Despi O’Connor,
together with esteemed writers Danielle Binks, Garry Disher
and Paul Kennedy made up the judging panel and enjoyed
stories of hope, heartbreak, humour and happiness.
mornpen.vic.gov.au/writingawards

Let’s move forward with a positive attitude while being
respectful to members of our community, to those
who work in our local shops and to the visitors who
will begin to venture back into our community. We can
further support local businesses by shopping local and
using local services.
It feels so good to be able to move freely again,
so let’s enjoy it and spread the local love! Wishing
everyone a wonderful Christmas together with your
families as we look forward to 2022 with optimism.
0435 457 773

paul.mercurio@mornpen.vic.gov.au

Back on track
Biking has been an important activity for
kids during the year – getting them away from
screens and outside with their friends. The track
at Harold Reid Reserve in Baxter has recently
received a bit of a spruce up with grass scraped
back to widen the track and a bobcat brought
it to re-form the jumps.

In the works
Tyabb Guides/
Youth Hall
We know the local community care
about the future of the Tyabb Guides/
Youth Hall and we’ve allocated
$100,000 for building investigations
and possible refurbishment design
works. The property is covered with
a planning heritage overlay and
a consultant has been engaged
to provide a report on its heritage
significance. The project team and
architect have also drawn up a
refurbishment plan and costings in
collaboration with user groups.
A report is being prepared for
Council to work out the next steps.
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Meals on Wheels
needs you
Meals on Wheels delivers up to
1,600 meals per week on the
Peninsula and it couldn’t survive
without the dedication of volunteers.
But we need more volunteers to make
sure we can continue to provide this
important service. If you would like to
get involved, please call our volunteer
support officer.
5950 1600

Open wide, come inside
We are putting the finishing touches on the fantastic renovation of Tyabb
Preschool and are looking forward to welcoming the class of 2022 next
year. The kinder now has a second playroom, extra toilets, a meeting room
and a new entry. The new facilities allow for a second kinder group to cover
growing enrolments in the area - part of our commitment to ensure all
children have access to early years learning. The $1.48 million project was
jointly funded by the Shire and the State Government.

Somerville Active Recreation Hub
Ready, set, go! Construction on the new $1.48 million
active rec hub at Fruit Growers Reserve has begun.
It will feature a BMX, scooter and skate area,
a multi-use court, four square, parkour equipment
and mini trampolines. We know physical activity is so
important for our general health and wellbeing, and
like many families we can’t wait for this to open for our
young, and young at heart, residents.
Giving shelter
Anyone who has been to a local soccer match knows
it can get a bit wet and cold standing on the fence
spectating in winter. But relief is on its way for the
Somerville soccer club with a new, larger shelter being
built at Barber Reserve. We’ve got you covered!
Night tennis in Somerville
Somerville Tennis Club is in line for the installation
of four new light poles at courts one, two and three.
A new court booking system will also make
organisinga game much easier.
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What’s on

For an up-to-date list of all events
mornpen.vic.gov.au/events

Caring for our Community
Keep testing: keep your family, friends and the community safe
As part of ‘living with COVID’, getting tested is still vital to stop the spread of the disease.
Even if you are vaccinated, you can still transmit the virus to people you love and care for
and put vulnerable family, friends and members of the community at risk.
Please get tested if:
• You have any of the symptoms of coronvirus however mild, such as fever, chills
or sweats, cough, sore throat, shortness of breath, runny nose, loss or change
in sense of smell or taste.
• You are a primary close contact of a positive case or suspect you have been
exposed to COVID-19.
coronavirus.vic.gov.au/getting-tested

