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2020 vision

represented by a female Mayor and
Deputy Mayor, reflecting a shift in
attitudes from our community.

I am most humbled to be called
upon as Mayor for the Mornington
Peninsula Shire. I have much respect
for this position and understand it to
be the voice for all on the Peninsula. It
was not without careful consideration
that I decided to put my name on the
table. I will work hard in this position
as I have for many other positions I
have held as a volunteer and ensure
that the voice of our citizens is heard.
To do so I will take a year away from
teaching in order to place all my
energy into this role.
For the first time on the Mornington
Peninsula we now have a majority of
women on the Council, which is also

There are many important issues
facing us as a community and the
Shire plays a strong role in providing
leadership, advocacy and action.
Economic recovery, mental health,
climate action, safer roads, gender
equality and social housing are
all key areas of focus, along with
Council’s traditional role providing
local services, programs and
community infrastructure.
I have much respect for all those who
have gone before me as Mayor and
promise to be true to the community
as we move forward from what can
only be described as a tumultuous
year. Through the building of strong
relationships with councillors, council
officers and community members I
aim to lead with advocacy, inclusion,
compassion and empathy. Wishing
you all a safe 2021.
Councillor Despi O’Connor, Mayor
Mornington Peninsula Shire
despi.oconnor@mornpen.vic.gov.au
5950 1428

Visit us
Our customer service centres (except Somerville) are
open again, but with limited services on site.
For details: mornpen.vic.gov.au/contactus
Rosebud
90 Besgrove Street
Mornington
2 Queen Street
Hastings
21 Marine Parade
Somerville
1085 Frankston-Flinders Road
Talk to us
5950 1000 or 1300 850 600
customerservice@mornpen.vic.gov.au
peninsulawide@mornpen.vic.gov.au
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Cr Paul Mercurio AM

our shire

National Bird Week by
Birdlife Australia aims to inspire
Australians to get involved
in bird conservation efforts.

Birds of a feather
“Three king parrots,
five brown thornbills,
one masked lapwing,
four pied currawongs…”
Ten-year-old Darby rattles off the
impressive list of birds he has
seen as part of Australia’s biggest
citizen science event – the
Aussie Backyard Bird Count.
Darby and his family in Mount Martha
recently joined thousands of people
across Australia when they grabbed
the binoculars, found a cosy spot
outside, and recorded the birdlife in
their own backyard.
Not only did they get to know
their feathered friends in the
neighbourhood, but their data
contributes to a vital pool of
information collected by Birdlife
Australia that helps us see how
Australian birds are faring and
informs our conservation efforts.
Darby’s interest in birds was sparked
by a school project last year when his
class learnt about the endangered
hooded plovers on the Mornington
Peninsula. This has now grown into

our place

what his mum, Andy, describes as
“a keen interest” in bird watching!
“Last year we counted once during
the week-long event; this year we
counted five times,” said Andy.
“We saw a few large flocks of strawnecked ibis flying overhead in vee
formations, our resident magpies and
their juveniles, rainbow lorikeets, a
family of king parrots, noisy minors,
red wattlebirds plus many more.”
It’s a bird-lovers paradise, with the
garden backing onto Balcombe
Estuary and filled with native plants
such as moonlight grevillea and red
bottlebrush – both favourites of the
visiting birdlife. The time spent in their
backyard counting birds also had
other benefits during lockdown.

“Being still for 20 minutes and
focusing on the birdsong is a
lovely way of practising mindfulness,”
said Andy. “It was also a really nice
time for us to spend with Darby
sharing his passion.”
For Darby it was a wonderful
opportunity to learn more about the
birds in his area. “I enjoy seeing
how many different birds I can see
and hear,” he said. “I am learning to
recognise the birds by their call so I
can hear them before I see them.”
When pressed for a favourite bird,
Darby struggled to choose just one.
“I think it would be the yellow-tailed
black cockatoo,” he said. “They like
to look for seeds from our gum trees
and I get really happy and excited
when I hear them.”

How to make your garden bird-friendly
• Plant dense, prickly native shrubs where birds
can build their nests or hide from predators.
• Plant some native flowering plants
that provide food or attract insects.
• Leave logs and fallen leaves on the
ground as feeding sites for birds.
• Protect your local birds from your pets.
Source: birdlife.org.au

Summer 2020 – 21 PENINSULA WIDE 3

Introducing Yawa
We’re excited to share with you the
branding for our new Yawa Aquatic
Centre. Yawa is the local indigenous
word for ‘swim’ and was selected
through community voting. Water is an
intrinsic part of life on the Peninsula,
surrounded as we are by Port Phillip,
Western Port and Bass Strait. The semi
circles represent these three bodies
of water, as well as the sweeping
architectural form of the building.
AQ UAT I C C E N T R E

We can’t wait to welcome everyone
to this incredible new facility soon.
mornpen.vic.gov.au/yawa

Our climate action

Storm and flood
preparation

Following the recent adoption of our
Climate Emergency Plan, Council
is now working towards our goal of
net zero carbon emissions by 2040.
This can only be achieved by the
community and the Shire working
together and we can no longer
wait to ensure our future.

This summer Australia is
experiencing a La Niña event with
wetter than normal conditions
expected across eastern and
northern Australia. It is likely
there will be high velocity storms,
frequent heavy rain and heavier
stormwater runoff.

New projects include a solar
farm feasibility assessment for
land in Rye; an Energy Advice
Service for residents; a trial energy
assessment and upgrade program
with our vulnerable community; and
developing a community climate
action grant program. The Shire is
keen to work with our community to
rebuild a socially, environmentally
and economically sustainable future.
Please get in touch with your ideas.
climateemergency@
mornpen.vic.gov.au

Storms and heavy rains can have
a big impact on your property,
your neighbours and the wider
community. We’re encouraging
Peninsula residents to have your
emergency plan ready and prepare
your property in advance.
Remember, never wait for a
warning to act. For information on
how to prepare your property visit:
emergencyprepare.com.au
bom.gov.au/knowyourweather

Single-use plastic free

Recycling right

We’re excited to announce the
Shire’s Single-use Plastic Policy
has been unanimously adopted
by Council. We are phasing out
problematic plastics in all Council
buildings, facilities and land we
own and manage, including plastic
bags, straws, cutlery, individually
wrapped sauces and sachets,
balloons and more. Building
on the community momentum,
Council will also start working on a
Shire-wide single-use plastic ban.
mornpen.vic.gov.au/sup

To thank people for recycling
correctly, households that have no
recycling contamination will go into
a draw to win a $50 gift voucher.
Find out more:
mornpen.vic.gov.au/recycling
mornpen.vic.gov.au/wasteinitiatives

Free energy advice
The Shire has partnered with the
Australian Energy Foundation to
provide residents with free 20-minute
phone consultation to discuss ways to
reduce your energy use.
1300 236 855 aef.com.au
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Our local Tidy Town winners
Mornington Peninsula has swept the
field at the Keep Victoria Beautiful
Tidy Town – Sustainable Community
awards, showcasing our fantastic
commitment to sustainable thinking
and action in our community.
Hastings won the Tidy Town of the
Year and local resident Jacqueline
Salter took out the prestigious
Dame Phyllis Frost award, which
recognises an outstanding individual
who demonstrates community
involvement, environmental
concern and leadership.
kvb.org.au

our place

The Peninsula is

open
for COVID-safe
local business
Mornington Peninsula
Shire Council knows
so many businesses
have been doing it
tough this year.
We’ve taken measures to
support local businesses that
are struggling to stay afloat
due to COVID-19 restrictions
and to promote economic
recovery on the Peninsula.
Information on the Shire’s
business support measures:
mornpen.vic.gov.au/
businessinfo

Parklets – making outdoor dining a breeze
Look out for the ‘slow streets’ signage in your local township.
There will be new sensible and safe speed limits and other traffic
measures to protect people at parklets across the Peninsula.

Our new look streets
Residents and visitors will also see that
some of our streets will look different
this summer. We’ve opened up our
streets to outdoor trading and dining
to help our local businesses bounce
back, while complying with social
distancing measures.
It’s best to be outside right now, so
we’re encouraging everyone to slow

down, relax and reconnect, while
supporting local jobs and businesses.
New outdoor dining does mean fewer
car parking spaces though, so we’re
asking everyone to try walking or riding
to your favourite café or shop. It’s a
small price to pay to keep our village
centres alive and all of us safe. There
will still be plenty of accessible parking.

Support Local
We have launched a Support Local campaign,
which aims to promote local businesses, raise
business confidence and most importantly of all
– urge people to think, recommend and spend local.
Every dollar spent local will flow through our economy
and help boost our recovery on the Peninsula.

Main Street,
Mornington –
open for everyone
We’re throwing open Main Street,
Mornington, from Barkly Street to
the Esplanade this summer.
You can relax and enjoy a stroll
or cycle down Main Street without
traffic and dine alfresco with
plenty of space and fresh air.

our prosperity
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$1.6 million boost for local footpaths
Footpath and pedestrian safety
projects across the Mornington
Peninsula have received a $1.6
million boost from the Australian
Government’s Local Roads and
Community Infrastructure Program.
The projects will use local industry
and locally sourced material where
possible, which will assist our
recovery from COVID-19
by supporting local jobs
and businesses.

Projects include:
• Harrap Road footpath,
Mount Martha
• Alma and Field Street footpath,
Tootgarook (stage one)
• Illaroo Street footpath,
Capel Sound
• Cool Store Road footpath
missing link, Hastings
• Frankston-Flinders Road footpath
missing link and Park Lane
pedestrian refuge, Somerville.

Shared pathways etiquette
Mornington Peninsula Shire has 50 kilometres of shared
pathways for low-speed recreational cycling and pedestrian
use. They are great places for our community to stay active
and connected while following some basic rules.
If you’re a bike rider:
• Use your bell or voice when approaching
pedestrians and other bicycle riders.
• Ride at a running pace or below when using a shared path.
• Ride in single file.
• Slow down when approaching corners,
overtaking or giving way to walkers.
If you’re a pedestrian:
• Keep to the left of the path.
• Look and listen for bike riders and other
road users when crossing roads or paths.
• Move off the path if you want to stop.
• Keep dogs on a short leash to your left.
• Encourage children to keep to the left of the path.

Black spots safety works over two years
Mornington Peninsula Shire has
succeeded in getting almost $6 million
through the Federal Government’s
Black Spot Program. In the past
decade, 75 people have been killed
and more than 1,500 seriously injured
on roads within the Shire.
In 2016, the Mornington Peninsula
Shire became Victoria’s first Towards
Zero municipality, adopting the goal
of zero road deaths and serious
injuries on our roads and creating the
Mornington Peninsula Towards Zero
Road Safety Strategy 2020-2025. As
part of this, Council has adopted the
Safe System approach to road safety:
safer roads, safer speeds, safer
vehicles and safer road use.

Projects that have received funding:
• Mount Eliza pedestrian safety
improvements $1,027,000
• Hodgins/Stumpy Gully Road,
Tuerong intersection upgrade
$1,507,000
• Myers/Hendersons Road,
Bittern intersection $735,000
• Hastings township 40 km/h area
$263,000
• Shoreham Road safety upgrade
$1,989,000
• Dromana township 40 km/h area
$286,000
• Codrington/Ligar Street, Dromana
intersection upgrade $124,000
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our connectivity

Shire extends its
hardship policy
The Mornington Peninsula Shire has
extended its hardship policy through
to 31 December 2020. We encourage
any community member or business
operator experiencing financial
difficulty due to COVID-19 restrictions
to contact our rates and billing
team to discuss your situation to
determine if you’re eligible to receive
hardship support. Council will assess
applications on a case by case basis.
1300 850 600

MPRG is open! Visit our Mornington Peninsula Regional Gallery over
summer to see the 2020 National Works on Paper, a prestigious exhibition
held every two years, featuring many of Australia’s best contemporary artists.
Artwork: Elisabeth Banfield herewith (worry boxes) 2018

How’s your head today?
The impacts of Coronavirus are
tough and it’s important to make
your mental health a priority.
If you’re not feeling like yourself
you can find information, advice
and professional support at
headtohealth.gov.au

COVID-safe summer
We’re in for a busy summer on
the Peninsula. The Shire is asking
everyone to remain respectful
and considerate and to adhere
to public health advice regarding
social distancing and density
limits. Thank you for keeping our
beaches safe by spreading out
and avoiding peak times. Please
remember to swim between the
flags – that is still the safest place.

Please check for opening times and capacity limits.
ourlibraries.mornpen.vic.gov.au (Note: photo taken before Coronavirus pandemic)

Caring for our
community

Providing safe
shelter for animals

Mornington Peninsula Shire,
in partnership with Community
Information and Support Centres,
has delivered more than 3,100
care packages to our most
vulnerable and isolated community
members during the pandemic.

The dedicated and experienced staff at
the Shire’s animal shelter are committed
to looking after our lost furry friends
and providing them with all the love
and attention they need, including daily
exercise, playtime, quality healthy food
and most importantly – plenty of cuddles.

For support please contact:
Southern Peninsula Community
Support and Information Centre:
5986 1285
Westernport Community
Support Centre: 5979 2762
Mornington Community
Information and Support
Centre Inc.: 5975 1644

If a pet is impounded at the animal
shelter, the team will exhaust every
available avenue to reunite them with
their owners, including scanning for
microchips; having rangers attend
properties; sending letters to identified
owners; posting on the lost page of the
Shire’s website and networking with the
Lost Dogs Home, RSPCA and other
organisations to search their records.
mornpen.vic.gov.au/animalshelter

our wellbeing

Yes, we are open!
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Briars
Cr Steve Holland

Cr Anthony Marsh

Mayor Cr
Despi O’Connor

Thank you to the thousands of residents who chose me to represent our community! I’m grateful for
the positive messages of support and encouragement. It’s a privilege to call this special part of the
world my home and I’m honoured to have the opportunity to contribute at the Local Government
level. My overarching aim is to ensure that our young people inherit an economy, community,
culture and environment better than what we ourselves have inherited. It would be great to hear
about the issues that matter most to you, so please get in touch. Our community faces many
challenges but there also many opportunities – I’m ready to hit the ground running!
0410 905 085
steve.holland@mornpen.vic.gov.au

Thank you to everyone who put their trust in me to serve as one of your new councillors. I’m
humbled by the opportunity to serve my community and very excited about what this new team of
councillors may achieve over the next four years. We face many challenges as we begin to recover;
however, this also presents several opportunities to rethink the way that we do things. Innovation,
flexibility and timely execution will be critical to our recovery and rebuilding our Peninsula economy.
I look forward to meeting you in and around our community and wish you a great Christmas and
holiday season as you reconnect with family and friends.
0435 610 745
anthony.marsh@mornpen.vic.gov.au

It is a great honour to have been elected to this position. I bring to my seat a compassionate and
considered approach focussed on sensible and sustainable outcomes for our whole community.
I look forward to working with constituents, organisations and the business community within the
Briars ward, but also the wider Peninsula as we collaborate to build back stronger post-COVID.
I also congratulate my fellow Councillors – let’s work together with a close eye on protecting our
environment, decreasing our carbon footprint and listening to and acting on the needs, concerns
and ideas of residents. Wishing everyone a safe and peaceful summer break on this beautiful
Bunurong/Boon Wurrung land.
0435 569 710
despi.oconnor@mornpen.vic.gov.au

In the works
New Mornington
Community House
opening soon
The new $4.9 million Mornington
Community House is just a few
steps away from completion. The
new community facility is a major
expansion to the Studio@PCT hall
on Wilsons Road. It will be shared
by the Peninsula Community
Theatre, ‘The Corner’ Youth Centre,
Mornington Men’s Shed and
RPPFM local radio station.
We can’t wait to open to our
community and start 2021
together in our new space.
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New life for Heritage
Homestead at The Briars
Welcome to our new look streets
We’ve opened up Main Street, Mornington, to pedestrians
and cyclists this summer. The additional space for outdoor
trading and dining will help our local businesses rebuild,
while we can stay safe and enjoy being outside. Traffic will
be diverted around the ring roads to the car parks either
side of Main Street, with disabled parking and bus stops
relocated to the closest convenient location.
Parklets are also being installed in Mount Eliza and
Mount Martha villages, including lowered speed
limits to protect the safety of shoppers and diners.
mornpen.vic.gov.au/outdoordining
Tidy Town rewards
Congratulations to a couple of wonderful initiatives in
Briars ward for their recognition at the Keep Victoria
Beautiful Tidy Town awards. Boomerang Bags Mount
Martha were highly commended for their scrubs for
COVID-19 medical staff project, while the Mount Martha
Farmers Market received $1,000 through the Keep Victoria
Beautiful Gift Fund for their commitment to zero waste.

The Shire is undertaking restoration works to the
160-year-old Heritage Homestead at The Briars.
The Heritage Homestead is co-owned by the Shire
and National Trust of Australia (Victoria) and is one
of Victoria’s oldest pastoral homesteads and
estates, boasting links to Napoleon Bonaparte.
When finished, the Shire will be displaying the collection
of items gifted by Napoleon to one of the earliest
European families to settle on the Peninsula.
These essential works will enhance the structural integrity
of the Homestead and preserve the heritage beauty
through using heritage materials and craftsmanship.
The restoration is expected to be finished in December.
mornpen.vic.gov.au/thebriars

Mount Martha recycled water
An ambitious recycled water project is in the works
for Mount Martha, which will reduce our reliance on
drinking water for the maintenance of Shire assets.
Stage one involves the construction of a pipeline
from the Mount Martha treatment plant to The
Briars, providing high-quality recycled water for The
Briars Green Dreaming precinct – a regenerative
agriculture demonstration and education space.
Stage two looks to extend the pipeline across the
Nepean Highway to irrigate neighbouring Mace,
Ferrero and Citation ovals and the Shire cemetery.
The project is in collaboration with South East Water
and supported by State Government funding.

New sports pavilion for Civic Reserve
Our new athletics track and soccer pitches at Civic
Reserve in Mornington are exciting community facilities
that will provide for generations of families on the
Peninsula. Planning and design are now underway for
a new $5.3 million pavilion – a home for the Mornington
Peninsula Athletics Club, Mornington Little Athletics
Centre and the Mount Martha Soccer Club. The design
has been developed in consultation with the clubs and
in line with the Shire’s Sports Capacity Plan standards.

Mount Martha Public Golf Course
We’re developing a vision and
long-term plan for the Mount
Martha Public Golf Course. Thank
you to everyone who recently gave
us their thoughts and ideas about
this much-loved facility, which
hosts almost 40,000 rounds of golf
a year. Your feedback will help us
address the issues, challenges
and opportunities that will be
covered in the draft strategic plan.
To subscribe for updates on the
project please visit:
mornpen.vic.gov.au/
golfcoursereview
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Cerberus
I would like to start by
thanking all the candidates
who put up their hands to
represent Cerberus Ward what an amazing campaign
time we all had confined
to a five kilometre radius,
social and mainstream
media, email and phone.
Cr Lisa Dixon

It absolutely blew me
away the interest that
our community took in the campaigns.
I look forward to re-establishing a Community and
Safety Action Group across our ward to share ideas
and hear what projects, concerns and priorities you
would like me to represent on your behalf.
Yes, we will still keep a close watch on AGL and keep
transparency a priority. I welcome moving forward with
the Shire’s COVID-19 recovery plan for our businesses
and residents and moving towards a new ‘normal’
approaching Christmas.
Thank you to Councillor Kate Roper for her
commitment over the past four years and I am very
excited to roll up my sleeves, keep listening, taking
action, getting results and remembering no issue is
too small. Please continue to keep in touch and I look
forward to meeting you all.
0435 630 007

lisa.dixon@mornpen.vic.gov.au

In the works
Tuerong pavilion padding up to bat
The site at RM Hooper Reserve is ready and waiting for
the installation of a new modular pavilion, which is being
constructed off-site. Council has committed $760,000
towards the project and secured a further $500,000 from
State and Federal Governments.
The new facility will feature unisex changerooms and
amenities, a new kitchen and kiosk, first-aid room and
additional storage. The project is crucial to removing
barriers for female sport participation within our community
and will contribute towards an all-inclusive Peninsula.

Crib Point Rec Reserve pavilion
Construction has begun on a $2 million extension to
the sports pavilion at Crib Point Reserve, which will
consolidate the home and away and umpire
changeroom into the main pavilion.
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Hastings wins
Victorian Tidy Town of the Year
Great news! Hastings you’ve been named the Tidy Town
of the Year 2020 at the Keep Victoria Beautiful Tidy Town
– Sustainable Community awards. This is a wonderful
achievement and recognition of the pride and respect that
our community has for this township.
But wait, there’s more good news. Westernport Secondary
College’s Harrison Hansen was announced the winner of
the Young Legend Award with a perfect score of 10 out of
10; St Joseph’s Catholic Primary School at Crib Point was
announced as the winner of the Education Award for its
‘The Sea is my Best Friend’ program; and the A Team at
Advance Community College in Hastings received a Highly
Commended in the Litter Award Category.

Hastings boat ramp ready to launch
The Hastings boat ramp is finished and open to the public just in time for
the summer season! The works have transformed the four ramps into all-tide
access ramps, which will make it safer and easier for users when launching and
retrieving boats. This is a major piece of infrastructure that will provide a fantastic
service for our community, opening up Western Port for locals and visitors.
The Shire is also working with Better Boating Victoria regarding the feasibility
of constructing a second floating pontoon on the southern side of the ramp.

Council opposes
AGL’s Crib Point
gas project

Shining a light on NAIDOC
Mornington Peninsula Shire
showcased NAIDOC week with a
beautiful lighting display at Alfred
Street Plaza in Hastings. The theme
this year – Always Was, Always Will
Be – recognises First Nations people
as occupants and carers for this
continent for more than 65,000 years.

Mornington Peninsula Shire
Council has lodged its opposition
to AGL’s proposed Crib Point Gas
Import Jetty and Pipeline Project,
stating it poses an unacceptable
risk to the environment for
unproven economic and
resource gains.

Crib Point pool open
Grab your bathers and towel for
a swim at the Shire’s outdoor pool
at Crib Point – open again just in
time for summer.

We are defending this position
at the State-appointed Crib Point
Inquiry and Advisory Committee
(IAC) Public Hearing, which is due
to finish on 17 December.
Results of a Facebook poll
in September show the
community overwhelmingly
opposes the project.

Bentons Road
upgrade
The third and final stage of the
Bentons Road upgrade between
Moorooduc Road and Derril Road
is due to begin in January 2021.
This stage follows the widening of
Loders Road and the construction
of the roundabout at the intersection
of Bentons and Derril Roads. The
upgrade is part of the Shire’s
commitment to providing safer
roads for our community.

Hastings Park
New lighting towers have been
installed at Thomas Barclay oval and
the junior football oval at Hastings
Park as part of a Shire-wide lighting
upgrade for sporting fields.

The combination of Ramsar
wetlands, migratory bird habitat,
the UNESCO Western Port
Biosphere Reserve and our
special marine and coastal
environment all add up to a
unique mix of elements
far too valuable to risk.
Mornington Peninsula Shire
Council does not have any
decision-making powers with
respect to this project.
After the Public Hearing, the
IAC will submit its report with
recommendations to the
Minister for Planning.
For more information visit:
mornpen.vic.gov.au/
aglgasimportjetty
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Nepean
Deputy Mayor Cr Sarah Race and Cr Hugh Fraser
During the recent election we heard which issues
matter to people in Nepean Ward. Our economic
recovery from Coronavirus, the roll out of our Climate
Emergency Plan, the future of foreshore camping,
investment in capital works and improved facilities
and community spaces to name a few.
It is exciting to see the transformation of the Rye
foreshore and Napier Street plaza progressing – these
works will benefit the community, business and visitors
as we revitalise the township. Sorrento’s new coastal
precinct will also boost our local economy and provide
crucial infrastructure to support transport and tourism.
Council is also focussed on rolling out projects in our
Climate Emergency Plan, which contribute to our goal
of net zero carbon emissions by 2040.
It will be busy on our beaches and in our townships
this summer and we thank you all for remaining
considerate towards each other and for supporting
our local businesses. We wish everyone a safe and
happy festive season as we look to 2021.
0428 258 354
0466 237 655

hugh.fraser@mornpen.vic.gov.au
sarah.race@mornpen.vic.gov.au

Rye refresh
The rejuvenated Rye foreshore is looking a treat thanks to
significant landscaping, streetscape and beach works in
2020. Thanks to our community for your patience this year
and we hope you enjoy the wonderful area over summer.

Sorrento’s new coastal precinct
We’re working on Sorrento’s new Master Plan,
which will link the town centre with the coastline
and the proposed new ferry terminal.
Thank you to everyone who provided their
feedback in September – we are relying on
the community to help us create a destination
that is welcoming, functional and preserves our
heritage character. It will be a place to come
together and enjoy our beautiful region.

In the works

Sorrento ferry precinct
Stage one of works on the new Sorrento ferry precinct
is expected to start in 2021 with traffic and pedestrian
safety upgrades being delivered by Searoad Ferries.
The precinct will become an important piece of tourism
and transport infrastructure that supports the regional
economy and local communities. Stages one and two
of the project have received a much-welcomed $5M
grant from the State Government.
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Napier Street plaza
The first stage of the $1 million
redevelopment of the Napier Street
plaza between Point Nepean Road
and Campbell Laneway in Rye will be
finished in time for Christmas. Part of
the Rye Township Plan, these works
are transforming the plaza into Rye’s
main pedestrian area as a space for
events, markets, relaxing and strolling.
We’ll be back in February 2021 to
continue the next stage, along with
additional landscaping and upgrading
the car park east of Napier Street.

All access outdoor picnics
We’ve installed five new all-abilities
picnic tables plus accessible
footpath connections along the
Rye foreshore. The Rye Community
Group Alliance made a successful
funding submission to Council and
the tables are now ready for summer.

Rye’s zero waste festival
Rye Community House’s Zero Waste Festival has been highly commended
at the Keep Victoria Beautiful Tidy Town awards. Held in 2019, the festival
was attended by more than 150 people as part of their monthly Sustainable
Sunday event. It brought together Crop Swap Rye, the Southern Peninsula
Repair Cafe and Rye Boomerang Bags, as well as a Shire-supported
second-hand market, zero waste businesses, a clothes swap,
eco themed face paint and a local plant expert.

Dining alfresco
Sorrento was one of
the first townships
on the Peninsula
to benefit from our
parklets program,
helping our local
businesses to trade
outside and keeping
our community safe.

Road upgrades
in Tootgarook
Construction has begun on an
$800,000 road upgrade project for
Wilkinson Street and Carmichael
Street in Tootgarook.
Wilkinson Street, between Burdett
Street and Carmichael Street and
Carmichael Street, between Wilkinson
Street and Darvell Street has been
identified as a high priority site for
upgrade under the Roads to
Recovery Program.

Lights on
New lighting towers have been installed at RJ Rowley Reserve in Rye and
David MacFarlane Reserve in Sorrento, with both ovals fully operational.

Works will include upgrades of
existing roads; formalisation of
street parking areas near Tootgarook
Primary School; drainage works, a
new roundabout; a new footpath;
and raised safety platforms at the
existing school crossings.
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Red Hill
After an unusual election
campaign sometimes
unfortunately centred on
aspects of Facebook, I am
honoured to have been
re-elected as the Councillor
for Red Hill Ward.
I appreciate the local
Red Hill ward-based
Cr David Gill
candidates who ran
campaigns on issues
of interest to our community. I take my representative
responsibility very seriously and will always value and
respect the trust that has been placed in me.
My campaign stuck to the issues raised by you and
of importance to you and I will now do my best to
implement your views and help with your concerns.
Clearly many people saw COVID-19 recovery, village
character, Green Wedge protections, road safety and
safeguarding legitimate farm gates as high priorities.
When contacting the Shire please always create
a paper trail and copy me into correspondence
so that I can follow up on your behalf.
Roadside clearing of vegetation on rural roadsides
by the Shire has caused concern about the effects
on local flora and fauna – please contact me
as I would value your feedback.
0437 129 016

david.gill@mornpen.vic.gov.au

Mountain bike and BMX
jumps on the Peninsula
Children and young people on the Mornington Peninsula
have embraced a new hobby – building bike jumps and
tracks in their neighbourhoods. While we appreciate the
energy, creativity and enjoyment of those involved in
creating bike jumps, the Shire has also received many
complaints from other park and bushland users whose
enjoyment and safe use of these spaces have been
affected. Volunteer groups looking after bushland areas
over many years have seen impacts to fauna and flora.
We are currently assessing whether any of the bike jumps
can be made safe and allowed to continue. Engagement
with the local community will be crucial and we will need
users, key stakeholders and residents to become actively
involved for this to be viable.
We have allocated funding in this year’s budget to
develop a Mountain Bike and BMX Strategy to provide
more bike sports opportunities on Shire land.
We want your input! To provide your thoughts
and keep up to date on this project please visit:
mornpen.vic.gov.au/bikesports

In the works
Flinders Civic Hall
Mornington Peninsula Shire has
received $2.25 million towards the
Flinders Civic Hall redevelopment
through the State Government’s
expanded Growing Suburbs Fund.
After extensive consultation with key
stakeholders and the community in
2019, Council resolved to provide the
Flinders community with a new and
improved building to meet the current
and future needs of its users.
The facility will be home to many
community groups and services
including: Flinders Art Show, Flinders
Arts Group, Flinders Community
Association, Flinders Lions, Flinders

Probus and Flinders RSL, plus
classes for older adult exercise,
Pilates, yoga and other activities.
The Flinders Community Hub has
been designed as a complete
knockdown and rebuild on the
existing site. This represents the
most cost-effective outcome, given
the existing facility is reaching the
end of its useful life.
The design reflects feedback from
the current user groups and other
community members to meet their
current and future needs.
mornpen.vic.gov.au/flinderscivichall
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New Trust for Nature rates discount
Mornington Peninsula is a unique place when it comes
to biodiversity, with species and areas of national and
international significance. However, the majority of this
important habitat is found on private property, meaning
private landowners play a critical role in conserving
biodiversity on the Mornington Peninsula. You can
help protect habitat by placing a Trust for Nature

conservation covenant on your property. To recognise
this important contribution to conservation the Shire
now offers a 65 per cent discount on your rates for the
area of land covenanted. Placing a Trust for Nature
conservation covenant on your property protects habitat
forever. Find out more go to:
mornpen.vic.gov.au/trustfornature

Gardens for Wildlife mascot
Gardens for Wildlife is a program aimed at inspiring
residents to protect our unique flora and fauna by
using indigenous plants in home gardens.
When planting indigenous plants in your garden,
you are creating a welcoming habitat and have a
good chance of attracting local wildlife including
beautiful butterflies, bees and bugs.
We recently asked our community to vote for
their favourite mascot for the Peninsula –
the Blue-Banded Bee, New Holland Honeyeater,
Superb Fairy-Wren, Common Grass Blue Butterfly
or the Ringed Xenica Butterfly.
We’ll be announcing the winner after 11 January
so keep your antennae tuned!
mornpen.vic.gov.au/gardensforwildlife

Boneo Reserve
Works begin soon at Boneo Reserve on a new
public toilet as an extension to the Boneo Cricket
Club Pavilion, while plans to upgrade the drainage
at the reserve are in the detailed design stage.

Mechanics Hall, Red Hill
A new toilet is being built at Mechanics Hall in Red
Hill, while accessibility to the hall is also being
improved with disabled parking and a concrete
pathway. A new water tank is also being installed.

Red Hill Recreation Reserve
The upgraded public tennis courts at Red Hill
Recreation Reserve are having the new blue acrylic
surface applied and when done will be ready for
the summer season, while new lighting towers
have been installed on the junior football oval.
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Seawinds
Thank you to the Seawinds Ward community. I am delighted to return as your Councillor along with
Cr Kerri McCafferty and Cr Debra Mar to represent you on Council. It has been a tough year and as
we emerge from COVID-19 restrictions my priority is to ensure that the safety, health and wellbeing
of the community is cared for and our economy is stabilised. We are a resilient community and I
have no doubt we will continue to support each other to thrive and succeed. As the festive season
draws near I wish you a Merry Christmas and a happy and prosperous new year.
0408 974 143
antonella.celi@mornpen.vic.gov.au
Cr Antonella Celi

Cr Debra Mar

Cr Kerri McCafferty

I am thrilled to have the opportunity to serve the community of Seawinds Ward as your Councillor,
together with Cr Antonella Celi and Cr Kerri McCafferty. Speaking to many of you during my election
campaign, we know there are challenges ahead. Seawinds councillors are here to listen and act as
we work together towards recovery. Community and conservation is our focus as we continue our
best to preserve and protect all things we love about the Peninsula. I look forward to my new role
as we engage with communities to get results. From my family to yours, we wish you a very Merry
Christmas and a safe and exciting year.
0466 255 385
debra.mar@mornpen.vic.gov.au

As this tumultuous year draws to a close and restrictions ease, we can begin to safely reconnect
with each other and reflect on the impacts of 2020. The extent of social disconnect and economic
hardship has been a collective trauma for most of us, but we can use this time of extraordinary
change to explore new and innovative solutions that address our multiple crises simultaneously
and prioritise our environment and local people.I would also like to take this opportunity to extend
a heartfelt thanks to the Seawinds community and express my deep gratitude for their faith in me.
I look forward to serving you with honesty, integrity and kindness.
0435 457 769
kerri.mccafferty@mornpen.vic.gov.au

In the works
Yawa Aquatic Centre
We’re almost there!
While COVID-19 restrictions
have delayed construction,
we’ll be announcing our open
date soon for this amazing
$47.4 million facility.
What will you be trying out first?
The 50-metre pool? The aqua play
splash deck? The warm water
pool, wellness centre, gym, learn
to swim pool or café?
It truly will be a place for everyone
to enjoy – giving the Peninsula
a world-class facility that will
improve our health and wellbeing.
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Summer safety

Reconnect in Rosebud
We’re expecting a busy summer
on the southern Peninsula as
Victorians look to enjoy a wellearned break after months of
COVID-19 restrictions. To support
our local businesses and help keep
our community safe, we’re opening
up Rosebud for additional outdoor
trading and dining.

Parklets are in place along parts
of Point Nepean Road and we’ve
opened up the service street
between Rosebud Parade and Ninth
Avenue to create a village space,
which will allow us to spread out
and enjoy the shops, cafes, green
spaces and life opposite the beach.

Safety Beach
rock wall

Waterfall Gully

After several delays due to
COVID-19, the $250,000 project to
reconstruct the rock revetment along
the beach south of Safety Beach
Sailing Club will start in early 2021.

Dromana netball
courts update
Design work for the upgrade of the
netball courts at Marna Reserve is
finished, with the construction of two
new compliant courts expected to
start in early 2021.
Meanwhile, design work for a
new netball court at Dromana
Recreation Reserve is underway.

As our beaches get crowded over
summer, we’re asking everyone to
be considerate and respectful of
others and to abide by current social
distancing rules. We all know slip,
slop, slap – now let’s slide 1.5 metres
away on the beach as well! This
summer there will also be Community
Safety Officers patrolling beaches for
speeding and irresponsible riding of
jet skis. Remember to Ride Right.
transportsafety.vic.gov.au/msv/pwc

Slow down, relax and reconnect
in Rosebud.
mornpen.vic.gov.au/outdoordining

The Waterfall Gully Maternal and
Child Health Centre in Rosebud is
being renovated to provide a better
facility for our community. The works
include a new accessible toilet, a
larger and more welcoming entry to
the building, improved consulting
rooms and a new kitchenette.
Detailed design is complete with
construction due to start in 2021.

Hillview Reserve
A new playground and footpath
design are in progress for Hillview
Reserve in Dromana. The project will
give a facelift to the reserve to meet
the growing population demand
in the area. This project is in the
design phase with delivery
expected in 2021.

Parking plans for Rosebud
The Shire is developing a Parking
Precinct Plan to improve how car
parking works for people in Rosebud.
The long-term Plan includes ideas for
how car parking can be successfully
provided and managed into the future.
We’re all impacted by the availability
and location of parking on the
Peninsula. We know that being able
to find a park can make - or break your trips to the shops and other local
attractions. The Plan will improve the
liveability and connectivity of Rosebud
and provide better access to parking.
mornpen.vic.gov.au/
parkingprecinctplans
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Watson
All I can say is – wow,
what a whirlwind time it
has been! The new council
has hit the ground running
with inductions, briefings
and the council meeting
where we were all
sworn in and are now
officially councillors.
Cr Paul Mercurio AM

Before I can answer all
of your questions, I am
going to need some time to meet with all of the council
officers and have our briefings, so I can come up to
speed with what is happening in our ward and also
across the Peninsula.
There’s lots to do and I will always advocate for
those projects and issues that are important to
our community. So much has happened since the
devastating bushfires last summer - I urge everyone
who doesn’t already have a bushfire emergency plan
to sit down and prepare one. It could save you and
your loved one’s lives.
This is a time of change and great possibilities,
reflected in the choice of Mayor – Despi O’Connor
and Deputy Mayor Sarah Race. While new to council,
I am ready and eager to learn, and look forward to
bringing you the answers you need.
Have a great festive season and a safe new year!
0435 457 773
paul.mercurio@mornpen.vic.gov.au

In the works
Safe passage to
Somerville Rec Centre
A new pedestrian crossing, speed hump, footpath
and other safety measures have been installed at
the Somerville Recreation Centre, to make sure visitors
to the centre have safe passage to the entrance.

Barber Reserve
We know families have been waiting for this –
work will start by early 2021 on transforming the
playground at Barber Reserve in Somerville.
There will be a big new timber play unit with monkey
bars, slides, a net climber, turnover bar, spinner,
abacus panel and shop front for the kids to enjoy.
Nature play spaces will also be incorporated into the new
landscaping plus additional garden beds and tree planting.
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Tyabb preschool getting future ready
Tyabb preschool is getting a major upgrade in 2021,
which will support the Shire’s goal of a healthy, happy,
inclusive and active community. With the roll out of a State
Government funded three-year-old kindergarten program
by 2029, the upgrade will increase the preschool’s capacity
and ensure it continues to provide early education for
future generations.The $1.48 million project includes the
renovation of the existing building and the addition of a
second playroom for up to 33 children, including a staff
office, children’s toilets and of course a playground.
The upgrade also pays respect to our First Nations
peoples with threads of our oldest living culture weaved
throughout the build. Works are due to start just days
after the ‘class of 2020’ head home for the holidays and
are expected to take about 12 months to complete.

Let’s get active!
The Somerville Recreation Centre is open again and welcoming back our
community to this fantastic facility. The gym, basketball courts, fitness and
reformer Pilates classes and the childcare centre are all open for bookings.
There is a COVID-safe plan in place, including a restricted timetable and a
limit on numbers, so please book ahead to avoid disappointment.
5874 7800 somervillerecreationcentre.com.au

Aboriginal artworks
Ancient culture meets modern technology
when Bunurong artists display their art on
NBN nodes in Somerville and Tyabb. The
concept was developed by Mornington
Peninsula Shire in partnership with local
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
organisations and supported by the
Bunurong Land Council and NBN Co. The
nodes (NBN network points in green boxes)
will be wrapped in the artwork – providing
an innovative place for Aboriginal artists
to share their stories across the Peninsula.
Artwork: Seasons by Linda Lovett 2019
– Bunurong Land Council

Mallacoota evacuation
at Somerville Rec Centre
wins community award
It may seem like a long time ago
but last summer our local residents
volunteered, together with the
Mornington Peninsula Shire, local
agencies, our emergency services
and the military, to assist up to 4,000
people who were evacuated from
Mallacoota beach in East Gippsland.
We opened up the Somerville
Recreation Centre as an Emergency
Relief Centre and gateway for
the evacuees as they arrived by
navy ships at Hastings. Our efforts
were judged as the winner of the
Community Award at the Victorian Tidy
Town Awards 2020 – something we
can all be extremely proud of.
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Help Shape our future
Shape is the place to discover and
access Mornington Peninsula Shire
consultations, share ideas and have
your say about what matters to you.
Join the conversation.
Get involved by registering and
joining our mailing list.
Help Shape our future.
shape.mornpen.vic.gov.au

