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Contact us
 5950 1000 or 1300 850 600 
 customerservice@mornpen.vic.gov.au

Office hours: 8.30am – 5pm 
Monday – Friday, excluding public holidays.

Report it online 
You can use our simple online reporting facility to create a 
service request for common issues 

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/reportaproblem

Visit us
Rosebud Mornington Hastings 
90 Besgrove St 2 Queen St 21 Marine Pde

Somerville 
1085 Frankston-Flinders Rd, (within Somerville Library) 
Office hours: Tue-Fri – 10am-5pm Sat-Mon – CLOSED

Talk to us
We aim to be a relevant source of information with news about 
services, policies, initiatives and community events from the 
Shire. We welcome any comments. 

 peninsulawide@mornpen.vic.gov.au

Editor: Rachel Hill 
Graphic Designer: Sean Roche 
Photographer: Ryan Eckersley

Council & committee meetings
Please check our website for all Council meetings in 2017. 

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/councilmeetingdates

Mayor’s Message
Reducing waste is a priority for the Shire 
and we’ve some fun and free events 
this spring to bring awareness to the 
issue. Did you know it’s free to tip bikes, 
televisions and microwaves? Our War 
on Waste feature (pg13) highlights all 
the things we can do to dispose of our 
rubbish legally and safely.

I encourage everyone to nominate their 
favourite local food business for a Best 
Bites award (p14). Best Bites has a 
range of categories and eligible food 
businesses will feature in our guide giving 
them great promotion. Nominations close 
on Sunday 1 October.

Our peninsula hit the high notes recently 
at our music crawl (p6). We worked with 
Music Victoria to bring music industry 
managers, booking agents and artists 
on a tour of our contemporary live music 
venues, to explore partnerships and 
touring circuits. Check out our Facebook 
page for videos of our talented artists 
that performed.

Enjoy this edition. 
Councillor Bev Colomb, Mayor, 
Mornington Peninsula Shire

 bev.colomb@mornpen.vic.gov.au 
 5950 1428
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Your 
Councillors

Mornington Peninsula Shire acknowledges and pays respect to 
the Boon Wurrung/Bunurong people, the traditional custodians 
of these lands and waters.

The information in this publication is of a general nature. The articles contained 
herein are not intended to provide a complete discussion on each subject and/
or issues canvassed. Mornington Peninsula Shire does not accept liability for 
any statement or any opinion or for any errors or omissions contained herein.

Bringing 
The Briars 
to life

Tell us your 
thoughts
We need your help! We want The 
Briars to become a part of your 
backyard – somewhere you visit, 
love and return to. It’s important for 
us to hear your ideas and thoughts, 
no matter how grand, for what the 
site can become and how you’d like 
to use it. Any ideas big and small 
are welcome. 

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/briarsfeedback

Get twitchy!
Every summer The Briars is home 
to an international visitor; Latham’s 
Snipe. Latham’s Snipe (Gallinago 
hardwikii or Wesley as we call 
them all) travels 8000 km from their 
breeding grounds in Japan and 
eastern Asia

to Australia, an incredible journey for 
a bird that weighs just 200 grams! 
Latham’s Snipe are one of over 100 
bird species you can see at The Briars 
so come along, bring your binoculars 
and embrace your inner twitch.

The Briars is one of the best 
kept secrets on the peninsula 
– but we’d like to change that!
“I never knew this was here” is a 
common exclamation from visitors 
who experience The Briars for the 
first time. But it’s rarely the last time 
they visit as there’s so much to 
experience and adore.

As you explore the 230 hectares 
in Mount Martha begining with a 
walk through the Wildlife Sanctuary. 
Peaceful yet full of life, this precious 
patch of bushland is home to our 
emu family, koalas, kangaroos, 
wallabies and a plethora of beautiful 
bird life.

Next head up the hill, past the vineyard, 
towards the heritage site. Stop to take 
in the views before exploring the site 
which the Balcombe’s founded in 1846. 
Enjoy a volunteer-led tour or wander the 
grounds and be surrounded by the old-

world charms of The Briars homestead 
and gardens. Don’t forget to say hello 
to our heritage-breed chickens and the 
pigs: Strawberry; Agnus; and Princess.

Coming with the family? Bring a picnic 
and spread out on the lawns. Updating 
your home? Don’t forget to check out 
the Eco-Living Display Centre and pick 
up some beautiful, hardy plants for 
your garden from The Briars nursery. 
Love good food and music? Bring your 
friends along to regular events including 
the Blues and Food Truck festivals. As 
the sun goes down, join the viewing 
nights at the Astronomy Centre and 
regular Ranger-led night walks – they’re 
must-do experiences after dark.

There’s so much on offer at The Briars, 
we hope to see you soon.

Our 11 Councillors of the Mornington Peninsula Shire.
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Bev Colomb
I hope to meet with the 
Minister for Planning 
to discuss how these 
changes affects our 
peninsula as one 
elected representative 
to another. I have met 
with senior advisors 

but am still waiting for responses to 
our concerns. We’re continuing our 
lobbying as this is the beginning of 
major change to the peninsula.

Rosie Clark
I am thrilled to see 
so many of you in 
the community have 
responded to our 
plans for protecting 
our peninsula. Thank 
you to all who have 
written to the Minister 

for Planning or contributed to our 
Housing and Settlement strategy. We 
need to protect the unique character 
of our peninsula.

Sam Hearn
As a younger 
Councillor, and father 
of a young family, 
I’m concerned about 
addressing housing 
affordability in our 
community. However, 
the state government’s 

policy increasing the height of houses will 
irrevocably damage the unique character 
that we all love, without in any way 
creating more affordable and accessible 
homes for those who really need them.

Antonella Celi
Our peninsula has a 
special neighbourhood 
character that makes it 
a very attractive place 
to live and visit. The 
Localised Planning 
Statement makes it 
clear that a strong 

policy framework with mandatory 
controls is necessary to protect our 
townships from the risk of unintended 
cumulative changes from inappropriate 
three storey developments.

Simon Brooks
The reckless imposition 
without consultation 
of planning changes 
threatens the character 
of our townships. The 
‘benefit’ of slightly 
greater open space 
will be outweighed 

by overlooking, overshadowing and 
apartment-type complexes if titles 
are combined. It contradicts the 
state government-endorsed Regional 
Localised Planning Statement.

Frank Martin
It’s hopeful that 
Council’s recently 
refused development 
of the massive, three 
storey, 72 apartment 
building on the 
foreshore in Dromana 
will send notice 

that this Council does not support 
Melbourne’s urban style proliferation 
and that we will strive to protect our 
unique peninsula from inappropriate 
Melbourne-centric developments.

Red Hill W
ard

W
atson W

ard
David Gill

Without consultation the state planning 
minister has decided for us that three storey 
houses without proper planning controls are 
good for our shire. Planning is forever so l 
can only imagine what future damage this 
will do to our beautiful peninsula if we can’t 
stop this madness from happening.

Julie Edge
The Mornington Peninsula has such 
wonderful open spaces that seeing three 
storey dwellings, in certain areas across the 
shire, would alter that natural landscape, 
the character that makes the Mornington 
Peninsula such a beautiful place to live.
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Hugh Fraser
I strongly disagree 
with the Minister for 
Planning Richard 
Wynne arguing that 
three storey/11 metre 
high housing together 
with a minor trade off 
of open space will 

provide significant opportunities for 
more new housing in our townships. 
The planning changes will jeopardise 
the neighbourhood character of our 
towns and villages.

Bryan Payne
Our Shire has 10% 
of the coastline in 
Victoria. The Council 
has taken numerous 
steps to preserve and 
enhance its natural 
beauty. The new 
legislation allowing 

three storey dwellings in our General 
Residential Zone has not considered 
our unique characteristics and has the 
potential to destroy our magnificent 
views and appearance.

Kate Roper
Recent changes to 
the Planning Scheme 
without consultation 
seem to suggest a 
careless ‘one size 
fits all’ approach. No 
consideration was 
given to the unique 

nature of our townships and how 
detrimental, unsuitable three storey/11 
metre structures dotted around will be. 
We will continue to advocate for more 
responsible planning regulations.

Protecting our peninsula 
Do you think that three storey dwellings would have a negative 
impact on the unique character of the peninsula’s townships?

Advocacy in action
Protecting our townships from state government planning controls
Council reacted strongly to the recent introduction of 
changes to the state’s General Residential Zone (GRZ) 
provisions which now will allow construction of buildings up 
to three stories or 11 metres in height. These changes were 
introduced without any consultation with the community or 
local government.

Council held three community information sessions in 
Rosebud, Mornington and Tyabb to provide more information 
about the changes and what Council has done in response. 
More than 400 people attended the three evening sessions.

Council has sought an interim Design and Development 
Overlay (DDO) to limit houses to a maximum of two storeys, 
that will ensure that development is not inconsistent with the 
role and character of Mornington Peninsula townships, known 
as Amendment C212.

At the community information sessions, both Councillors 
and officers requested the community to write letters to the 
Minister for Planning in support of Amendment C212 to 
protect the townships of Capel Sound, Rosebud, Dromana, 
Mount Martha, Mornington, Baxter, Somerville, Tyabb, 
Hastings and Bittern.

Thank you to everyone who submitted your feedback on our 
Housing and Settlement Strategy. The ‘Have your Say’ is now 
closed. We will utilise the results to provide direction for the 
future housing and population growth over the next 15 years 
and to ensure that the character of our peninsula is 
properly protected.

We invite you to write to the Minister for Planning to 
reiterate the need to protect the special character of our 
peninsula and to emphasise that three storey houses are 
not appropriate.

The Hon. Richard Wynne, Minister for Planning, 
Level 16, 8 Spring Street, 
East Melbourne, VIC 3002 

 richard.wynne@parliament.vic.gov.au

The following questions may help you in writing your own letter 
to the minister. You don’t need to be limited to these ideas:

• How important is the ‘low-scale’ character of the peninsula 
to you? How does this character contribute to your sense 
of place and connection to your neighbourhood?

• Do you think that three storey dwellings would have a negative 
impact on the unique character of the peninsula’s townships?

• Do you think it is important that the peninsula retains a 
different character to the rest of Melbourne?

• Do you think that the unique character of the peninsula 
provides something of value for Melbourne and Victoria 
more broadly? In what ways?

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/planningchanges

Digital transformation
Short on time? Pay online.
Our ongoing commitment to customer service includes 
making our payments and services available online, 24hrs 
a day for our customers. Boat ramp permits, requests for 
copies of house plans, rates, animal registration renewal 
and many more services are now available online for your 
convenience. Simply head to our website and use the search 
bar, to find the service you are looking for. 

 mornpen.vic.gov.au

Stony Point to Cowes
A car ferry connecting Story Point to Phillip Island could soon 
be a reality as we work with Bass Coast Shire and the state 
government to develop a business case for the project. The 
state government provided Bass Coast Shire with a grant 
of $200,000 to reinvigorate the project. Bass Coast and our 
Council has contributed an extra $25,000 to develop the 
case that will determine the cost, requirements and viability 
of a vehicle and passenger ferry service. Issues such as 
employment, access to emergency services, access to public 
transport, tourism, and community links are strong factors for 
the case. Extensive public consultation has started so please 
check our website for updates. 

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/stonypointcarferry

Council Plan 2017 – 21

Mornington Peninsula Shire Council Plan 2017 – 21

peninsula

2021our
Mornington Peninsula Shire Council Plan 2017 – 21

peninsula

2021

our

Our Council Plan 2017 – 21 is a blueprint for how we will 
work towards our vision over the next four years. To find out 
more you can pick up a copy at any of our customer service 
centres or download it online. 

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/councilplan

9 metres

11 metres
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Arts &
 Gallery

National Photographic 
Portrait Prize 2017

This spring, we’re showcasing the 2017 National 
Photographic Portrait Prize from the National Portrait 
Gallery, including the $25,000 award winning portrait by 
Gary Grealy of Richard Morecroft and Alison Mackay.

Also on display is an exhibition of portraits from the MPRG 
collection and artist Tom Polo is creating a large-scale 
wall painting inspired by the MPRG collection. Check the 
gallery website for when you can see the artist at work in 
the Gallery. You can also listen to the MPRG’s new podcast 
series for people who are curious about art and the lives 

of artists. Find out more about our workshops, artist talks, 
school holiday programs and exhibitions by visiting the 
MPRG website.

Exhibition entry: $4 adults, $2 concession 
 mprg.mornpen.vic.gov.au

Music development update
We were proud to showcase our local musical talent, venues 
and the potential our peninsula have towards the broader 
music industry at the recent Mornington Peninsula Music 
Crawl which was held in conjunction with Music Victoria on 
24-25 August. The Arts and Culture team have been working 
on music policy development with a range of stakeholders 
including the Mornington Peninsula Music Network, 
implementing a series of committed actions for the 2017/18 
financial year, and beginning work on a longer term Live 
Music Action Plan through a working group with the Municipal 
Association of Victoria and Creative Victoria. For more 
information regarding music development and partnerships in 
the region, please contact our Arts & Culture team. 

 arts&culture@mornpen.vic.gov.au

If you are a community group or not-
for-profit organisation and are looking 
for financial assistance to support your 
creative projects, programs and service, 
then we want to meet you. We will be 
holding community information sessions 
in early October for anyone interested 
in applying. Keep an eye on our website 
for further details or contact our Arts & 
Culture team. 

 5950 1655 
 arts&culture@mornpen.vic.gov.au

Creative 
Grants 
opening 
soon

Rosebud pool plans are going swimmingly
Land adjoining our offices in Besgrove Street has been 
named as the preferred site for the aquatic facility in 
Rosebud. A detailed business plan based on three 
concept plans are being drawn up.

The mix of components shown in the three concept plans 
will provide for traditional aquatic pool programs including 
training, school competitions, education, health and 
fitness and special events.

The southern peninsula has a higher than state average 
percentage of older persons, it is hoped that the warm 

water program pool will provide a health and wellbeing 
resource for these residents.

The detailed business case will also explore opportunities 
to reduce annual operating costs of the facility by 
inclusion of a gymnasium or other high yielding program 
spaces and opportunities for renewable energy. The three 
concept plans are available to view online or as hard 
copies at our libraries until the end of December.

Com
m

unity Facilities

Community Animal Shelter
We officially opened the new Community Animal Shelter 
and Pound on Watt Road, Mornington on 23 August. Our 
facility provides a vital service for the community by caring 
for animals temporarily when they become lost and rehoming 
animals when they need a new family. The upgrade includes 
a new cattery which features 34 dedicated, individual cattery 
enclosures, including two independent quarantine rooms that 
are industry best practice. The design and construction will 
ensure we continue to meet our obligations under the Code 
of Practice for the Management of Dogs and Cats in Shelters 
and Pounds. It will further reduce the potential for diseases 
to spread and assist in the day to day management of the 
pets. Our Community Animal Shelter and Pound has been 
caring for cats, dogs and the occasional livestock for more 
than 30 years and our experienced staff raise awareness on 
responsible pet ownership to the 2,000 visitors that come to 
the facility each year.

Book an appointment to visit the facility. 
 1300 850 600 
 5950 1000 (during business hours) 
 5975 2596 (all other times) 
 mornpen.vic.gov.au/communityanimalshelter

Changing places for women in sport
We have recently completed modernising the Somerville 
Recreation Reserve Pavilion change rooms to make them 
more female friendly. Changes have been made to the 
pavilion’s Home, Away and Umpire change rooms to include 
unisex toilets and one unisex ambulant toilet, shower cubicles 
and washroom fixtures. This project is part of our Pavilion 
Strategy and has been accelerated in response to the rapid 
increase in female participation at the reserve and give our 
female sporting enthusiasts much-needed facilities.

We have completed four pavilion change rooms in 2017/18 
as part of a $1.8 million commitment to upgrade current 
facilities to make them more female friendly. Pavilions include 
Dromana Recreation Reserve, Somerville Recreation Reserve, 
Mount Martha’s Ferrero Recreation Reserve  
and Rye’s RJ Rowley Reserve.

Did you know…?
You can drop into our Community 
Animal Shelter and Pound any 
time between 10am and 1pm on 
Saturday mornings. The six-month trial runs until March 
2018, will let residents and visitors cuddle a cat, adopt a 
pet or ask one of our friendly staff a question. Of course, 
for less wait time and to suit your availability, you are also 
welcome to visit our Shelter any other day throughout the 
week by simply booking an appointment.

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/haveyoursay 
 rosebudpool@mornpen.vic.gov.au

“We’re 
determined to 
make a change 
for women’s 
spor t across 
the peninsula.”

Councillor Julie Edge.

Local musician Maxon performed at the event.

Our new facility in Mornington.
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Sport &
 Active Recreation

Western Port Gymnastics
Participants from two years to early teens are welcomed 
at our fully registered programs affiliated with Gymnastics 
Australia. Classes are offered from Tuesday to Friday with 
Kindergym in the mornings and Gymnastics for All from 4pm 
at The Hastings Community HUB.

FREE trials are offered for new gymnasts during school term, 
please contact Sharon Jux: 

 1300 850 197 
 sharon.jux@mornpen.vic.gov.au 
 mornpen.vic.gov.au/westernportgymnastics

Pelican Park 
Recreation Centre
Learn water safety skills at our swim school before summer. 
Our swim school takes part in the National Water Safety 
Week each November where we spend the week simulating 
open water environments and focus on teaching water 
safety. Enrol now for a FREE assessment. 

 1300 850 197 
 mornpen.vic.gov.au/pelicanpark 
 pelicanpark@mornpen.vic.gov.au

Thousands of athletes across the peninsula rely on us to 
play our part in readying more than 50 sports fields for 
summer programs.

It’s a statistician’s dream when you realise this work 
involves assigning dedicated work crews across the 
peninsula’s 56 sports fields on behalf of countless sports 
clubs to changeover from winter to summer activities.

Each year more than 1,000 square metres of 
new turf is laid to repair high-use areas like goal 
squares, centres and pitch edges to help the 

grounds recover after the high use experienced during the 
football season.

During spring, community sports fields go 
through a range of treatments including 
weed control, nutrient application, fixing 
uneven surfaces, pest management and the 
assessment and repair of irrigation systems.

In fact, during the month of October, our work crews 
visit our 56 sportsfields once a week for mowing. 
This is equivalent to 200 visits in the month!

For cricket fans – we uncover and prepare our 
25 cricket pitches. For those over the footy 
season – we begin removing eight sets of 
football goal posts from sporting ovals.

Of course, we want our fields to look beautiful 
and green for summer, to achieve this we check 
25 irrigation systems in preparation for the 
warmer months.

We also work closely with local sporting clubs to adapt 
the timing of works to respond to requests, events and 
changing needs wherever possible.

To find parks and sporting facilities near you visit: 
 mornpen.vic.gov.au/My-Neighbourhood.

Work crew undertaking pitch works at Bunguyan Recreation Reserve in Tyabb.

Preparing our 
sporting 
fields for 
summer

Community 
Gardens

Com
m

unity Services

Community Grants opening
Our Community Placemaking Grants and Community Support 
Grants will open soon.

Placemaking Grants aim to strengthen our townships by 
enhancing our social and built environments. Community 
Support Grants are there to assist projects that provide diverse 
and effective local services and activities. Both grants offer a 
maximum of $5000 funding.

Flexi Grants is a year-round initiative that help community groups 
to purchase small equipment, host a small community activity or 
get new projects off the ground. For more information: 

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/grants

Come over to our house
Community houses bring people together to connect, to learn 
and to be part of their community. We have 12 community 
houses and centres on our peninsula which is one of the 
largest concentrations in the state. We receive funding for 
the coordination of activities and programs by the State 
Government’s Department of Health and Human Services 
(DHHS). Our houses and centres offer a range of activities 
inclusive of everyone including playgroups, book-clubs, 
walking groups, yoga, languages, craft, computer training, 
accredited training, work ready skills, social excursions, 
environmental workshops and many other events that bring 
people together to connect and learn.

Did you know…?
You can search for volunteering 
opportunities at our community houses 
and gardens by visiting our website. 

 volmornpen.com.au

Men’s Sheds
We have nine Men’s Sheds located across our peninsula in 
Main Ridge, Peninsula North, Baxter, Mornington, Mornington 
Railway, Western Port, Mount Eliza, New Peninsula, Mount 
Martha with Rosebud Men’s Shed at Seawinds community hub 
and a newly opened facility in Safety Beach/Dromana.

Men’s Sheds provide the opportunity for social connections for 
over 550 men on our peninsula where they can meet to reduce 
social isolation and foster companionship. They can learn new 
skills or expand existing ones in weekly activities including 
woodwork, metal work, car restoration, computer technology, 
automation technology, environmental project support, 
gardening, quality design and production as well as interactive 
safety training. Our Men’s Sheds also provide broader 
community benefits through their outreach programs which 
include building community gardens, park benches, tables 
and ongoing support for community groups and schools.

Ever thought about having your 
own allotment or wanted to learn 
more about where your food comes 
from? Our community gardens are a 
community space where people get 
together to grow fruit and vegetables 
and learn about gardening through 
sharing a garden bed or their own 
plot. Young people particularly are 
thinking more about how the food 
on their table has been produced 
which can help change our local 
food system. Community gardens 
across our peninsula are thriving with 
local people making connections 
and creating a sense of achievement 
through building, planting and caring 
for gardens.

A range of projects are worked on with a group of men who 
share the same interests.



10  PENINSULA WIDE   September 2017 September 2017  PENINSULA WIDE  11

Our shire

Our Shire

More than just a toilet
A new loo in the Arthurs Seat State Park has recently been 
awarded “Most Accessible Toilet in the World” by the MyTravel 
research group – but it’s not just a toilet. Advocated for by our 
All Abilities Consultative Committee (AACC) and built by Parks 
Victoria, it is the first fully accessible adult change facility on 
our peninsula. Known as a Changing Places toilet it’s located 
at the base of the Eagle Chairlift in the carpark area.

Mornington will soon have a Changing Places toilet near 
the Empire Street Mall after we received support from 
the Growing Suburbs Fund. This amenity upgrade will be 
tendered at the end of September. 

 changingplaces.org.au

16 Days of Activism Coffee Cup Campaign
Look out for something a little different 
when you buy your take-away coffee 
from 25 November -10 December.

To support 16 Days of Activism, some 
cafes and restaurants across the 
peninsula will be providing take-away 
cups with messages about how we 
can challenge gender stereotypes 
that contribute to the occurrence of 
violence against women. The coffee 
cups will also have pictures on them 
created by kids from local schools 
across the region.

Show your support by sharing a photo 
of your coffee cup using  

#challengegenderstereotypes 
 mornpenshire

Peer Support and Advocacy Officer
In a Shire first, we have advertised specifically 
for a person with disability for the important 
role of advocating for people with disabilities. 
Jenna Bailey was successful in the role for her 
patience, organisation, listening skills and her 
positive attitude. She will be promoting diversity 
and inclusion of people with disabilities at The 
Corner Youth Centre in Mornington as well as 
the wider community.

“I’m looking forward to providing support for 
the Sexual Lives and Respectful Relationships 
(SL&RR) program and other disability inclusion 
initiatives. I feel that relationships are important 
to everyone, including people with a disability. 
The Shire has given me the opportunity to 
be a peer educator and provide support by 
using my own life research to help those in our 
community.” 
 – Jenna Bailey

Walk to School
We are encouraging our kids and families to get active 
this October by taking part in Vic Health’s Walk to School 
program. We are inviting schools to participate in the 
first ‘Shire Shoe Shuffle’. The competition will track the 
percentage of students who walk, ride, scoot or skate to 
and from school each day. The school with the highest 
percentage will win the first inaugural Shire Shoe Shuffle 
trophy handmade by a local Men’s Shed, a healthy 
breakfast dance party celebration led by a local fitness 
instructor and $1,000 towards a health and wellbeing 
initiative at their school. Walk to School highlights the 
benefits of walking for children and parents – such as 
improving health and fitness and reducing car emissions. 

 walktoschool.vic.gov.au

Has your family taken the pledge yet?
Take the Pledge encourages families to take steps to focus 
on positive and clear communication, spending quality time 
together and making home a more harmonious environment to 
reduce family conflict. Taking the pledge can be as simple as: 
eating one meal together as a family each week or attending a 

child’s sporting event each week. Take the pledge is funded by 
Mornington Peninsula Shire with the support of CTC Australia 
and Deakin University. Take the pledge today. 

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/takethepledge

Did you know…?
The Victorian Population Health Survey 2014 shows that 
17.3% of our community are obese; 32.7% are overweight 
and 53.3% do not meet physical activity recommendations of 
150 minutes of moderate intensity activity each week.

White Ribbon Day
We are supporting the Respectful Relationships Committee’s 
White Ribbon Day March which will take place along High Street 
in Hastings from 10am – 11am on Saturday 25 November. The 
march will start at the corner of Alfred Street and High Street 
and finish with a free BBQ outside the Hastings library. White 
Ribbon Day aims to raise awareness about the root causes 
of men’s violence against women through promoting gender 
equality. In 2015/16, Victoria Police reported 1,984 family 
violence incidents on the peninsula as well as a 79% increase in 
sexual offences. Pleasingly, a recent VicHealth survey showed 
that 92.3% of adults in our community would be willing to 
intervene in a situation of family violence. This year, the theme is 
acknowledging the issue is everyone’s business and that we all 
have a role to play in addressing it.

The march forms part of Council’s approach to addressing 
family violence as outlined in our Prevention of Family 
Violence Implementation Plan 2015-18. 

 whiteribbon.org.au

Cr Kate Roper and Wilma Kneebone, Chair of Hastings 
Respectful Relationships Committee meet to discuss the 
White Ribbon Day event in November.

World Suicide Prevention Day on the peninsula
We had great support from our community at our first ever 
commemorative walk and ceremony for World Suicide 
Prevention Day on 10 September at Mornington Park. 
The event was in collaboration with social action group 
Chasing Change and was to encourage community 
members to band together to raise awareness and 
remember all those lost to suicide and to give thought to 
all those who have been impacted by the deaths. It was a 
day to share information and stories, support each other, 
as well as raise awareness of mental health issues.

If you, or someone you care about, is in crisis and 
you think immediate action is needed, call emergency 
services (000). For access to crisis support and suicide 
prevention services contact Lifeline on 13 11 44.

 000 (emergency services) 
 13 11 44 (Lifeline)



No charge green waste event
Friday 27 to Sunday 29 October. 
We’re encouraging you to reduce the 
green waste around your home and 
dispose of it at one of our Resource 
Recovery Centres.

The no charge green waste event is for 
Shire residents and ratepayers only and 
proof is required in the form of a driver’s 
licence or proof of residency.

Resource Recovery Centres are 
located in Truemans Road, Rye; 
McKirdy’s Road, Tyabb; and Watt Road, 
Mornington. Opening hours are from 
8am until 4pm Friday and from 8am 
until 5pm Saturday and Sunday.

No commercial green waste or 
commercial vehicles will be accepted.

Please note that due to popularity of 
this event, delays are expected at the 

Resource Recovery Centres, particularly 
at the beginning and the end of each day. 
Mornington can only accept up to three 
cubic metres of green waste per trip.

Please use our Tyabb site to avoid 
potential delays at the Mornington site.

For more information about DOs and 
DON’Ts ahead of this popular event:- 

 5950 1000 
 mornpen.vic.gov.au/greenwaste

Keeping our 
towns tidy
Thank you to our five groups who 
recently entered the Keep Victoria 
Beautiful Tidy Towns – Sustainable 
Communities Awards. The awards 
aim to recognise positive actions 
taken by communities in regional 
areas to protect and enhance local 
environments. Finalists will attend an 
awards night in Horsham in October. 

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/tidytowns
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The Twining Fringe Lily will bloom this spring following a planned 
burn at the Cyril Fox Bushland Reserve, Crib Point.

Environm
ent

W
ar on W

asteCyril Fox Bushland Reserve
Have you noticed the flush of green growth pushing its way 
through the ash at Cyril Fox Bushland Reserve? This spring 
the reserve will be awash with colour including yellow, purple 
and white lilies. Particularly beautiful is the delicate Twining 
Fringe Lily and the small and easy to overlook insect-
devouring Sundews – a carnivorous plant which gets its 
nutrients from trapping insects in its sticky tentacles!

This site is one of three across our peninsula where we 
undertook planned burns to reduce fuel loads and promote 

the regeneration of fire-dependant species. This particular 
woodland requires burning at least every 70 years to 
maintain the diversity of plants and animals.

Although Cyril Fox Bushland Reserve is small, the threatened 
Southern Brown Bandicoot favours heathy woodland so keep 
your eyes open and you might just spot this very significant 
and very cute animal. Cyril Fox Bushland Reserve is in Crib 
Point adjacent to the primary school on Milne Street.

Garage Sale Trail
The multi-award winning sustainability and 

community campaign powered by local 
councils, is back again as a weekend long 
event from Saturday 21 to Sunday 22 October. 

The Garage Sale Trail exists to create positive 
social and environmental change in communities 

across Australia and we welcome the involvement of 
our peninsula and the unique opportunity for our community 
to reuse in a fun and creative way. Garage Sale Trail helps 

people to think about how we can all 
take responsibility for the waste we 
create and helps prevent items ending 
up in council collections or in landfill. 
Reducing waste is a priority for us and 
this is a fun and social way to bring 
awareness to the issue. Registration is 
free and is open now. 

 garagesaletrail.com.au

Wildlife warning signage review
We’re seeking community feedback 
on the use and location of wildlife 
warning signage on our rural roads. 
The aim is to improve road safety 
outcomes by preventing collisions 
and protecting native wildlife.

Known hot spots for native wildlife 
roadkill include roads that border 
Arthurs Seat State Park and Greens 
Bush National Park. Rural roads 
where farmland and remnant 
indigenous vegetation provide native 
wildlife corridors across the road are 
considered potentially high 
risk locations.

The photo shown on the far left is 
an example of the standard wildlife 
warning signage that we currently 

use and the photo on the right is an 
example of risk-based advisory speed 
limit signage that has been used in 
other parts of Australia.

Let us know if you support trialling the 
risk-based wildlife warning signage 
shown on the right?

Do you believe this may be of 
additional benefit in protecting native 
wildlife and road users?

Do you know suitable roadside 
locations where this may be of benefit?

Please provide your feedback on 
wildlife warning signage to the 
Traffic and Transport Team: 
Private Bag 1000, Rosebud VIC 3939 

 traffic.management@mornpen.vic.gov.au

Protecting biodiversity on the peninsula
Feral animals, including foxes, cats and rabbits, significantly 
impact on native plants, animals and their habitats. Foxes 
and cats are exceptional hunters and are the primary cause 
in the decline and extinction of many smaller native animals. 
Feral cats threaten the survival of over 100 native species in 
Australia and under the Victorian Wildlife Act 1975, it is an 
offence for cats to attack wildlife.

We carry out a targeted feral animal control program, 
focussed on protecting threatened species in our peninsula’s 
biodiversity hotspots including Tootgarook Swamp, Police 
Point (near Point Nepean National Park) and the internationally 

significant wetlands of Westernport. Since 1997 we have 
adopted a municipality-wide Order which requires all cats 
to be contained within the owner’s property at all times. This 
order has been made to reduce problems associated with 
stray and feral cats and to protect domestic cats from attack 
and fatal diseases. We encourage responsible cat ownership, 
and owners should ensure that their cats are registered and 
are confined to their properties.

For more information contact our Environmental Health Team. 
 5950 1050 
 mornpen.vic.gov.au/pets

Your rubbish, your responsibility
While much of the community does the 
right thing with more than 7,200 televisions 
recycled at our resource recovery centres, 
last year we still had around 150 TVs 
dumped on our roadsides, parks and 
gardens. The collection of dumped

rubbish and general litter costs us more 
than $480,000 each year. If you witness 
illegal rubbish dumping, make detailed 
notes and report it to the Environment 
Protection Authority: 

 1300 372 842. 
 mornpen.vic.gov.au/report-it

Tip it for FREE
• Televisions

• Computer screens

• Microwaves and ovens

• Scrap metal and tools

• All recyclables

• Hot water services

• Bikes

• Batteries

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/wasteguide

Detox your home
Saturday 25 November, 9am – 3pm 
Detox your home is a safe, free and 
easy to use service to dispose of 
common household chemicals without 
harming your health or the environment. 
Residents must register to choose your 
preferred time slot. The site address will 
be provided upon registration. 

 1300 363 744 
 sustainability.vic.gov.au

Waste Forum
A community waste forum is planned 
for the coming months for anyone 
wanting further information and 
insight in to modern, alternative 
waste technologies. Stay tuned to our 
website and social media channels 
for updates.

Cr Antonella Celi, Cr Frank Martin, Mayor Bev Colomb and Cr Rosie Clark are getting involved in this year’s Garage Sale Trail.

Did you know…? If you see an injured animal that needs to be rescued, you can call Wildlife Victoria.  1300 094 535



Did you know…?
The Mornington Peninsula Freeway 
between Mount Martha and Rosebud 
is ranked in the top worst 20 rural 
roads in the state with three fatalities and 23 serious injuries 
occurring in the last five years. VicRoads are working to 
improve safety on the freeway by installing road safety 
barriers. Works are expected to commence later in the year.

Did you know…?
Speed is one of the major factors contributing to accidents on 
Victoria’s roads and research shows driving just 5km/h slower 
can lessen the severity of an injury in a crash or mean the 
difference between a close call and a serious injury or death.
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M
ornington Peninsula Produce

Road Safety

Our Towards Zero vision
With the support of our road safety partners, we strive to have 
zero death and serious injury from accidents on our roads. 
On average, every year on our peninsula we have seven 
fatalities and 100 serious injuries. We have been assessing 
the crashes occurring over the past five years and have 
developed a priority list that the Towards Zero Municipality 
initiative is targeting:

• Vulnerable road users in local residential areas

• High risk rural intersections

• High speed rural roads

• Pedestrian safety at signalised intersections

• Cyclist safety along principal cycle routes

• Pedestrian safety in commercial areas

These targets have also been developed to benefit from 
$1.4 billion of state funding as part of the Safe System 
Road Infrastructure Program (SSRIP). Proposals are being 
developed across the Shire aimed at addressing these high 
crash risk targets. In developing these proposals extensive 
community engagement will provide 
residents with an opportunity for 
involvement in the coming months. 

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/towardszero

Our peninsula is teeming with fresh farm produce but do you 
know the women behind the farm gate? For the first time in 
29 years the Victorian Women On Farms Gathering (WOFG) 
is coming to the peninsula offering three days of workshops, 
tours and activities to rural women from across Victoria. 
Organised by a committee of peninsula farming women, 
the gathering will showcase what this region has to offer 

including foodie masterclasses, hinterland walks and arts 
and crafts. A special feature of the event will be the Australian 
Research Council’s Invisible Farmer project, shining a light 
on the immense contribution women make to our farming 
communities. To get involved please email: 

 wofg2018@gmail.com 
 facebook @wofg2018

What’s in season
Spring is a time for new growth but do you know what is 
growing on the peninsula? After a long winter of soups and 
stews, spring provides welcome relief with fresh greens like 
bok choy and an onslaught of eggs, but you must wait a 
little longer for your fruit fix as the trees awaken from their 
winter slumber. Mornington Peninsula Produce gives you 
the confidence to shop local and support your local food 
producers by certifying the provenance of locally grown food.

Vegetables: Asian greens, Artichoke, Beetroot, Broccoli, 
Carrots, Silverbeet, Fennel, Green garlic, Leafy herbs, 
Kale, Leek, Lettuce, Radish, 
Rhubarb, Spinach, Spring onion, 
Mushrooms, Broad beans.

Fruit: Apples, Pears, 
Lemons, Limes.

Other: Mussels, Eggs (Chicken and 
Duck), Lamb, Beef, Goats cheese, 
Oysters, Honey, Edible flowers. 

 mpproduce.com.au

Does your business 
have the Best Bite?
Nominations are now open to vote 
for your favourite local food business 
for a 2018 Best Bites award. Best 
Bites is our food awards program that 
assesses local food businesses on a range of measures 
such as environmentally sustainable practices and accessible 
premises. Businesses that meet the requirements will feature 
in the Best Bites Food Guide giving them great promotion 
across our Shire. All winners will feature in the local media as 
a leading food business that recognises the importance of 
food safety, healthy eating, waste reduction, and energy and 
water efficiency. Nominations close Sunday 1 October. 

 1300 850 600 
 food@mornpen.vic.gov.au 
 mornpen.vic.gov.au/bestbites

Spring fresh recipe
We love this recipe sent in by the team at Torello Farm as 
it showcases some of the produce available at many of 
our local farms at this time of year. Feel free to substitute 
ingredients. For example, you could use broccoli or green 
peas instead of broad beans.

Potato, broad beans and herb frittata
serves 4
• 2 Russet Burbank potatoes, washed and cut into 2cm 

slices

• olive oil

• 3 spring onions, chopped

• 400g broad beans, podded

• 6 – 8 Somerville egg farm free range eggs

• A handful fresh parsley and mint, chopped

• 100g Main Ridge Dairy feta

Turn the oven grill on. Heat olive oil in a frying pan and gently 
fry the potatoes until golden on each side and cooked through 
to the middle. Add spring onions and broad beans and cook 
for a few minutes. Whisk eggs and season with salt and black 
pepper then add chopped herbs. Tip the beaten egg mixture 
into the pan with the potatoes, broad beans and onions. 
Evenly dot the frittata with small pieces of feta and leave to 
cook over a low heat until the eggs have formed a tender crust 
around outside. The centre should still be slightly runny. Place 
your pan under the grill for two or three minutes until eggs 
have lightly set. Rest for a minute or two and then serve.

Torello Farm is located at 410 White Hill Road, Dromana. 
It is a fully operational market garden and orchard selling 
produce directly from their farm gate. For more details visit 

 mpproduce.com.au/torello-farm

Arthurs Seat Challenge
The 2017 annual Arthurs Seat Challenge fun run will be 
held on Sunday 12 November to raise funds for road safety 
education program Fit 2 Drive, for all Year 11 high school 
students across the Mornington Peninsula and Frankston.

Young drivers are 30 times more likely to crash when they 
begin driving on their P-plates than other drivers. Research 
shows that most of these crashes are preventable with young 
drivers being inexperienced and making poor decisions with 
some factors being excessive speed, alcohol, distractions 
and risky driving behaviour, often attributed to the presence 
of multiple passengers. Last year there were 10 deaths on 
our roads, half of which were aged 18-25.

All proceeds from the Arthurs Seat Challenge support the 
delivery of the Fit 2 Drive program, a peer facilitated best-
practice road safety program. Fit to Drive aims to change 
attitudes to reduce risky behaviour for young drivers by taking 
ownership and responsibility for their own and their peers’ safety.

The 6.7km Arthurs Seat Challenge is a renowned local event 
held at one of the most iconic locations on the peninsula with 
the course beginning at Rosebud foreshore and finishing 
at the summit of Arthurs Seat. Run UP the hill to bring road 
deaths DOWN. Registrations are now open at 

 arthursseatchallenge.com.au

Senior Driving Expos
Through our partnership with RoadSafe South East we have 
hosted several Senior Driving Expos. The Expos are aimed 
at senior drivers with a multifaceted approach to improving 
safety of these at-risk road users including road safety 
information sessions, a tyre safety demonstration, as well as 
a vehicle safety check and short driving assessment for each 
attendee. To register your interest please contact Nancye: 

 5986 4621  0419 398 695

All aboard!
Would you like to see more public transport on our peninsula?

If you or your business is limited to the current public 
transport provision, please join us in our drive to help improve 
the public bus services across the region.

The recently formed Transport Community Action Advisory 
Group (TCAAG) is wanting the state government to review 
current public transport services on our peninsula to 
provide more frequent services in more locations for our 
growing community.

To assist us in raising awareness, we are encouraging 
business and individuals to write to decision makers 
requesting pubic transport improvements. We’re determined 
to better the transport on our peninsula.

To get involved. 
 TCAAG@mornpen.vic.gov.au

Women on farms The Challenge
Register now to be part of the 2017 Arthurs Seat Challenge 
and run up the hill to bring road deaths down.

Celebrate the important role women play in agriculture and our rural communities, 
when we host the 29th Annual Women on Farms Gathering (WOFG) in March 2018.
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October
1 October

Wellbeing Market
St Andrews Hall

7 October
Red Hill Market
Red Hill Recreation Reserve

8 October
Around the Bay 2017
Mornington Peninsula and surrounds

Mornington Racecourse Market
Mornington Racecourse

13 October
Community Health Expo
Rosebud Bowls Club

15 October
Main Street Mornington Festival
Main Street, Mornington

21 October
Garage Sale Trail Event 2017
Red Hill Recreation Reserve

Mornington Community Garden 
Open Day 2017
Mornington Community Garden

Emu Plains Market
Balnarring Racecourse

22 October
Sorrento Makers Market
Sorrento Main Street

Walk for Western Port 2017
Hastings Foreshore Reserve

Light Up Bright Colour 
Fun Run 4 Autism 2017
Tootgarook to Rye Playground

Mornington Botanical Rose Garden 
Open Day
Mornington Botanical Rose Garden

27 - 29 October
Mount Eliza Art & Design Show
Mount Eliza North Primary School

28 - 29 October
The Elegance of Embroidery
Peninsula Community Theatre, 
Mornington

28 October
Psychic & Wellbeing Festival
Mount Eliza Community Centre

Mount Martha Primary School 
2017 Carnivale
Mount Martha Primary School

29 October
2017 Somers Arts Fair
87 Camp Hill Road, Somers

Merricks Saddle Club 
Navigation Ride 2017
Merricks Red Hill Station Reserve

31 October
Rotary Club of Dromana Halloween
Boundary Road, Dromana

November
11 November

Mount Eliza Primary Family Fun Day
Mount Eliza Primary School

12 November
Arthurs Seat Challenge Fun-Run
Rosebud Pier - Seawinds Gardens

Mornington Racecourse Market
Mornington Racecourse

PPN Funwalk for Diabetes
Mount Martha Village

Peninsula Chamber Musicians Concert
Peninsula Community Theatre, 
Mornington

17 November
Rotary Club of Mount Martha 
Community Golf Day
Mount Martha Public Golf Course

Top of the Hill Twilight Market
184 Arthurs Seat Road, Red Hill

18 November
Portsea Running Festival
Point Nepean, Portsea
Landscaping for bushfire workshop
Eco Living Display Centre, The Briars 

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/ecolivingevents

Emu Plains Market
Balnarring Racecourse

25-26 November
Southern Peninsula Basketball 
Tournament
Multiple venues across the peninsula

26 November
Portsea Point Nepean Market
Point Nepean, Portsea

Christmas Carols at the Lighthouse
McCrae

December
2 December

Red Hill Market
Red Hill Recreation Reserve

3 December
Frog Challenge
Village Green, Rosebud

Family Fun Day with Eview 
Mornington Peninsula
Mornington Park

What’s on For a full list of all markets and events
 mornpen.vic.gov.au/events-activities

Information is correct at time of printing.

Main Street Mornington Festival
Celebrating 22 years, the Main Street 
Mornington Festival will be held on 
Sunday 15 October 2017 from 11am to 
5pm. The food, wine, and performing 
arts festival is free entry and is a family-
friendly, community event enjoyed by 
locals and visitors alike.

The festival celebrates the best of our 
peninsula’s gourmet produce and food, 
boutique wineries, artists, musicians, 
performers and singer songwriters.

The Mornington Peninsula Shire is proud to support the festival, 
produced by Northern Mornington Peninsula Tourism.


