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Gain 
 access

Enjoy wheelchair-accessible 
beaches and benefit 

from vitamin ‘sea’
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Contact us
 5950 1000 or 1300 850 600 
 customerservice@mornpen.vic.gov.au

Office hours: 8.30am – 5pm 
Monday – Friday, excluding public holidays.

Report it online 
You can use our simple online reporting facility to create a 
service request for common issues 

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/reportit

Visit us
Rosebud Mornington Hastings 
90 Besgrove St 2 Queen St 21 Marine Pde

Somerville 
1085 Frankston-Flinders Rd, (within Somerville Library) 
Office hours: Tue-Fri – 10am-5pm Sat-Mon – CLOSED

Talk to us
We aim to be a relevant source of information with news about 
services, policies, initiatives and community events from the 
Shire. We welcome any comments. 

 peninsulawide@mornpen.vic.gov.au

Editor: Rachel Hill 
Graphic Designer: Sean Roche 
Photographer: Ryan Eckersley

Council & committee meetings
Please check our website for all Council meetings in 2018. 

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/councilmeetingdates

Mayor’s Message
I’m really excited about my role as 
Mayor for the next 12 months.  It is a 
great honour that my fellow Councillors 
have bestowed upon me, particularly 
considering the quality of the other 
candidates. I thank the Councillors for 
the trust they have in me.

In this edition, we have features based 
on our four key themes from our 
Council Plan 2017-2021:  
Our Place  
Our Prosperity  
Our Connectivity  
Our Wellbeing.  

We have a range of projects and 
initiatives to work towards our vision 
over the next four years.

We also have a special piece on law 
and order (p4–5).  Our Councillors 
discuss the range of measures the 
Shire is taking to stay safe this season.

We wish you all a safe and happy 
Christmas and holiday period on our 
peninsula – the greatest place on earth!

Councillor Bryan Payne, Mayor, 
Mornington Peninsula Shire 

 bryan.payne@mornpen.vic.gov.au 
 5950 1428
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Your 
Councillors

Mornington Peninsula Shire acknowledges and pays respect to 
the Boon Wurrung/Bunurong people, the traditional custodians 
of these lands and waters.

The information in this publication is of a general nature. The articles contained 
herein are not intended to provide a complete discussion on each subject and/
or issues canvassed. Mornington Peninsula Shire does not accept liability for 
any statement or any opinion or for any errors or omissions contained herein.

Discover 
our 
hidden 
gems

Our peninsula is home to an 
incredible diversity of native plants 
and animals, including species and 
areas of regional, state, national and 
international significance. Experience 
this for yourself by heading into our 
bushland reserves and enjoy some 
time in nature.

Follow the Bittern Coastal Wetland 
walk at Warringine Park in Hastings 
and you’ll be walking through an 
internationally significant Ramsar 
wetland. Here you’ll find one of 
the most southerly populations 
of mangroves in the world. You 
might also catch a glimpse of a 
threatened Swamp Skink sunning 
itself near the track, or see 
migratory wader birds resting after 
their long flight from Japan.

Challenge your fitness by doing 
the stairs circuit at Moorooduc 
Quarry Flora and Fauna Reserve in 
Mount Eliza, and you’ll be rewarded 
with a fantastic view across the 
Moorooduc Plains. Gaze upwards to 
spot the resident Peregrine Falcon 
hunting overhead and downwards 

to see this season’s wildflowers 
growing amongst one of the most 
species-rich ecosystems in southern 
Australia.

Tread the boardwalk at Balcombe 
Estuary Bushland Reserve in Mount 
Martha and discover thickets of 
Swamp Paperbark with swathes 
of tussock grasses growing 
underneath, an ideal hiding spot 
for the cute little native Swamp 
Rat. Make it a real adventure and 
continue along the track under the 
Nepean Highway and through to 
The Briars.

Ride the Red Hill Rail Trail at 
Red Hill Bushland Reserve to 
experience the tall eucalypt forests 
found throughout our peninsula’s 
hinterland. These forests are home to 
a range of fauna including Australia’s 
largest owl, the Powerful Owl. 

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/hiddengems

Hang out in your 
own backyard
Our urban areas are a great place to experience our 
biodiversity and provide habitat for Short-beaked Echidnas, 
Blue-tongued Lizards, Tawny Frogmouths and Koalas.

Get away from 
the busy tourist 
season by 
spending time 
in nature.

Councillor Bryan Payne was elected 
as Mayor on the 14 November 2017

Want to get involved?
With a network of more than 40 ‘Friends of…’ groups working 
to protect our bushland reserves across our peninsula, there 
are plenty of opportunities to get involved. To join a group 
near you contact our Natural Systems team. 

 5950 1356 
 mornpen.vic.gov.au/getinvolved
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Bev Colomb
We’d like to thank the 
community for getting 
together with us to 
help us tackle anti-
social behaviour at The 
Pillars, Mount Martha. 
We are addressing 
residents’ littering 

concerns by implementing weekly hand 
litter collections, rubbish collections 
in response to complaints and rapid 
response to collect litter from residents 
that pick up litter onsite.

Rosie Clark
We have strengthened 
alcohol bans at Mount 
Martha’s The Pillars to 
protect public safety. 
Following a six-month 
trial of alcohol bans, 
we have made the 
bans permanent and 

increased powers for Victoria Police 
to seize alcohol from individuals in the 
area. We hope this will help to deter 
unwanted activity.

Sam Hearn
The holiday season 
often sees a spike 
in reported family 
violence incidents. 
We’re committed to 
working in partnership 
with stakeholders and 
community members 

to address the drivers of violence in our 
community. Family violence is everyone’s 
business and we are at the forefront of 
making our homes and communities a 
safer place. Call 1800 RESPECT.

Antonella Celi
We work with all local 
liquor licensees and 
venues to uphold the 
Southern Peninsula 
Liquor Accord and 
promote the responsible 
serving of alcohol to 
encourage community 

safety. By minimising alcohol-related 
harm and anti-social behaviour around 
licensed venues, residents and tourists 
can enjoy their social outing in a safe 
and responsible way.

Simon Brooks
Illegal rubbish dumping 
costs us more than 
$480,000 each year.  
This summer with the 
increase of visitors to 
our peninsula we are 
asking if you witness 
illegal rubbish dumping, 

to make detailed notes and report it to 
the Environment Protection Authority. 

 1300 372 842 or contact us on  
 5950 1000

Frank Martin
Have your say 
on our proposed 
Short Stay Rental 
Accommodation Local 
Law until Friday 7 
December. The draft 
law will establish a 
Code of Conduct 

that sets standards for the numbers 
of occupants, expectations for the 
behaviour of occupants, and controls 
over car parking and rubbish disposal.

Red Hill W
ard

W
atson W

ard
David Gill

Too often town planning works are carried 
out without the appropriate permit or once a 
permit is issued compliance with conditions 
ignored. There are no excuses for illegal 
clearing of native vegetation, building 
dangerous structures or unfairly affecting 
the amenity of others. For guidance please 
contact our shire planning department.

Julie Morris
The helipad at Tyabb Airfield is an important 
facility to assist emergency services this 
season. It aims to provide benefits to the 
community by allowing quick access for air 
ambulance, firefighting services and police 
helicopters to our remote areas.
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Hugh Fraser
We are proposing 
a local law for our 
short stay rental 
accommodation which 
is the first of its kind in 
the state. The owner 
and an appointed 
agent will be registered 

and must respond immediately to 
complaints about ‘party houses’. This 
balances the rights of property owners 
to use and enjoy their homes.

Bryan Payne
We are working with 
emergency services, 
residents and 
businesses to ensure 
the southern peninsula 
remains family-friendly 
on New Year’s Eve. 
Our ‘No Entertainment 

– No Nonsense’ approach has assisted 
in providing a safe environment for 
holiday makers and residents since its 
introduction more than 15 years ago. 

Kate Roper
Speed is one of 
the major factors 
contributing to 
accidents on our 
roads. Our ward 
has benefited from 
Shire and federal 

government funding to make our 
roads safer. We’re working closely with 
Victoria’s key road safety agencies for 
our Toward Zero Municipality. Take care 
on the roads this summer.

How does the Shire plan to keep law and order this 
summer season?

Advocacy in action

Hatching a plan for our pets
We recognise the value of pet 
ownership, the importance of welfare 
of pets and the protection of our 
environment from nuisance dogs and 
cats. Our 2017-2021 Domestic Animal 
Management Plan is our strategic 
approach to the delivery of animal 
management services across our Shire 
over the next four years. Thank you 
for your feedback during the public 
consultation period. Some of the key 
initiatives outlined in the Plan include:

Reviewing dog leash-free and prohibited 
areas to accommodate better access, 
design and management reducing 
impact on non-pet owners.

Enhancing the Shire’s 
communication and education 
strategy seeking compliance of 
responsible pet ownership.

Conducting activities to increase rates of 
desexing and microchipping to increase 
reuniting rates to owners and reducing 
the number of unclaimed pets.

Continuing to enhance the Shire’s 
animal management services and 
facilities throughout the peninsula.

Raising community awareness about 
feral and semi-owned cat populations 
and seeking improved compliance 
with confinement which improves the 
cats’ welfare.

The Plan will be reviewed annually by 
Council to enhance and strengthen 
domestic animal management across 
our peninsula. 

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/pets

Out in force  
this season
As the weather heats up so does the 
presence of our Shire Rangers at our 
beaches and other recreational areas 
where we go to cool down and enjoy 
the festive season. Alcohol-related 
anti-social behaviour is an issue we’re 
working closely on with Victoria Police 
and other key players to keep our 
peninsula safe this summer.

Our rangers not only deal with anti-
social behaviour, but illegal fires 
during the fire danger season, animal 
management including dogs at large 
and dogs on beaches, graffiti, illegally 
dumped rubbish, traffic and road safety, 
and much more.

We’re working with emergency services to ensure the 
southern peninsula remains family-friendly on New 
Year’s Eve.

The following restrictions apply over the NYE period:

• There will be no planned events (including fireworks) 
on foreshore reserves

• Alcohol bans apply in public places from 30 December 
to midnight 1 January

• A person must not possess or discharge fireworks; 
fines will apply

• Flares to be discharged in an emergency only

• Rye pier car parks closed from 4pm on 31 December

Did you know…?
Cats must be contained within the 
owner’s property at all times to reduce 
problems associated with stray and 
feral cats. Owners of cats that are 
found at large are liable for large fines. 

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/petownerinfo

Local law to tackle 
‘party houses’
We are proposing a local law to 
address the impacts of anti-social 
behaviour from occupants of short 
stay rental accommodation properties; 
commonly referred to as ‘party 
houses’. The proposed local law is the 
first of its kind in the state, and creates 
a registration system that identifies the 
owner and nominated appointed agent 
who must respond within two hours to 
a neighbour’s complaints.

The Short Stay Rental Accommodation 
Local Law will be on public exhibition 
until 5pm, Friday 7 December 2017. 

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/haveyoursay

Alcohol ban at  
The Pillars
Council has moved to strengthen alcohol 
bans at Mount Martha’s The Pillars to 
deter anti-social behaviour at the site and 
surrounding areas. Following a six-month 
trial of alcohol bans between November 
2016 – April 2017, Council has made the 
bans permanent and increased powers 
for Victoria Police to seize alcohol from 
individuals in the area.

Steps have already been taken to limit 
visitation to this area, and with warm 
weather arriving shortly, we will continue 
to seek ways to prevent the types of 
illegal behaviour that have become 
prevalent at The Pillars. 

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/thepillars

A safe New Year for all
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Our Libraries
Have your say
Library opening hours
Our libraries have undergone some significant changes over 
the past year, with new layouts, self-serve kiosks enabling 
our team to provide more customer focused service and 
additional programs. Now we’re looking at how we can 
improve our opening hours across all our libraries.

Do you love our libraries? Want to see longer or different 
opening hours? We are proposing new opening hours to make 
our libraries more accessible to our community. Have your say 
on the proposed opening hours online, or at your local library 
or customer service centre until 22 December 2017. 

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/haveyoursay

Calling all reading heroes
Our libraries Summer Reading Club is officially ‘game on’ for 
all young people aged between 0 –18.

Get ready to unleash your imagination, supercharge your 
summer and have the chance to win some fantastic prizes. 
The Summer Reading Club is an annual program that aims 
to encourage a continued love 
of reading in children and 
young people during 
the summer holidays. 
Join the club at 
any of our branch 
libraries.

 
For more info: 

 ourlibrary.mornpen.vic.gov.au

Our Shire

Arts &
 Culture

Fur babies
Come and catch a glimpse of some 
furry faces peeking out of pouches 
this summer. We’ve welcomed baby 
kangaroos, wallabies, a baby koala and 
many baby birds, so come along and 
see them while they’re oh so cute. Bring 
a picnic or BBQ and make a day of it.

Contribute to the Briars Master Plan!
We want The Briars to become a part of your backyard!  
It’s important for us to hear your ideas. What you would like 
the site to become and how you’d like to use it?

Pop in to the Briars Visitor Centre on Wednesday 24 
January from 4pm – 6pm or Saturday 27 January from 
10am – 12pm. Briars staff will be there to gather your ideas. 

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/briarsfeedback

Summer programs for kids!
Join Ranger Fi on an intrepid treasure hunt or discover 
what our bush fairies get up to in the warm summer 
months as we launch our holiday program for your 
little outdoor explorer. Keep the kids entertained 
this summer and book into one of the many onsite 
workshops: 

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/thebriars

Emerging and established artists, writers, musicians 
and creatives are encouraged to apply for a 2018 – 19 
residency at the historic Gatekeeper’s Cottage, 
Police Point Shire Park, Portsea.

Applications close 31 January 2018. To download the 
Expression of Interest form or for more info: 

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/artistinresidence 
 arts&culture@mornpen.vic.gov.au

Coast: The artists’ retreat
From 8 December – 18 February an exhibition celebrating the 
coast from Cape Schanck to Point Nepean will be presented 
at the Mornington Peninsula Regional Gallery. In ‘Coast: 
The artists’ retreat’, contemporary artists respond to iconic 
paintings by Australian masters such as Nicholas Chevalier, 
Eugene von Guérard, Louis Buvelot and Albert Tucker. The 
leading commissioned contemporary artists include: G.W. Bot, 
Megan Cope, Raafat Ishak, Euan McLeod and Kerrie Poliness.

Also on display over summer is ‘Glass: Art Design 
Architecture’, ‘A Jam Factory’ travelling exhibition showcasing 
23 outstanding projects by contemporary Australian artists, 
designers and architects.

Visit the Mornington Peninsula Regional Gallery website to 
find out more about the free coast-themed making station, 
kids school holiday workshops for ages 5-8 and 9-12 and 
VCE folio headstart workshops. 
Exhibition entry: $4 adults, $2 concession 

 mprg.mornpen.vic.gov.au

Nicholas Chevalier, Tunnel Rock, Cape Schanck, Victoria 1862, 
oil on cardboard, Art Gallery of New South Wales, 
Bequest of Mrs Nicholas Chevalier 1919, Photo: AGNSW

Making an entrance 
in Rosebud
Visit the ‘Sails’ and ‘Helix Wave’ sculptures in Rosebud as 
innovative Melbourne artist, Matthew Harding’s large scale 
sculptures stand proud.  Marking both the western and 
eastern entrances to Rosebud along Point Nepean Road, 
the sculptures represent the history of the township and 
the stricken Rosebud cargo vessel of 1855 synonymous of 
the townships name.  Far from being a cliché of building 
a boat, Harding used the reclaimed timber from Rosebud 
Pier to create two entirely different but related pieces 
that capture both the calm but tempestuous essence of 
the bay. Commissioned as 
part of Destination Rosebud 
place making project, the 
sculptures will become iconic 
to the identity of Rosebud 
township welcoming visitors 
and residents alike and 
fosters stronger relationships 
between Rosebud’s 
businesses, community 
and visitors; its history and 
connection to the coastal 
environment.

To find out more about the artist, the sculpture and 
our Destination Rosebud project: 

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/gatewaysculpture

With Expressions of Interests for our Police Point Artist in 
Residence program now open, who better to explain the 
program than former Artist in Residence (AiR), Siobhan 
Kelley. Siobhan’s landscapes capture our local beaches from 
varying viewpoints with light, colour, depth and movement.

We caught up with her to ask her a few questions…

What drew you to apply for our Artist in 
Residence program?

The location and the light. I believe the peninsula has a 
unique quality of light owing to the vast bodies of water, 
both bay and ocean beaches that surround it. These 
effectively act as a mirror to reflect light back on the land. 
This reflection of light appears to me to be more prominent 
at Point Nepean.

Did the residency have an impact on your work?

Definitely. I wanted to make paintings that reflected a more 
immediate response to the landscape than my previously 
slow and laboured method. My residency was in August, 
during howling gales, rain and hail. I would drive my easel to 
the Quarantine Station and set up in the shelter of the out-
buildings; paint tubes and lids would go flying as I rapidly 
flung paint on canvas. When I look back at my paintings, I 
can clearly see the wind in the sky and the water.

Talk a bit about why the AiR program is so important 
for local artists?

It is a self-indulgent luxury. Artists so rarely give 
themselves the time to sit and work or think about their 
practice. The residency provides a break from the routine 
of home. My family came and stayed with me on weekends 
and we rode our bikes around the park. It was wonderful 
opportunity for them to understand the importance of the 
residency to me and to observe how quickly my paintings 
developed in such a short period. 

 siobhan.kelley.artist

About Siobhan Kelley
Artist in Residence

Artist in Residence

The Briars
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Environm
ent &

 W
aste Beat Buruli

The Department of Health has indicated several cases of 
Buruli ulcer on the southern peninsula. Commonly known as 
Bairnsdale ulcer, Buruli ulcer is a bacterial skin infection that is 
fully treatable and not thought to be contagious. Early detection 
is important and it makes sense to protect yourself from 
potential sources of infection such as soil and insect bites.

You can beat the bite by using mosquito 
repellents containing picaridin or DEET on 
exposed skin and limiting outdoor activity 
if lots of mosquitoes are about.

If you have concerns, please contact your GP. Further 
information can be found on the Better Health Channel: 

 betterhealth.vic.gov.au

Don’t waste a drop
Water is a precious resource so it’s more important than ever 
that we use our drinking water wisely. There are many simple 
things you can do in your home or workplace to reduce your 
water and energy bills, lessen your impact on the environment 
and help protect the security of our water supplies.

No cost ideas to saving water
Target 155 is a voluntary water efficiency program to 
encourage householders to use water responsibly and to aim 
for 155 litres per person per day. With some simple and easy 
behaviour changes we can all try to save a few extra litres per 
day to reach Target 155.

For more info and handy hints from South East Water: 
 target155.vic.gov.au

Recycle your 
silage wraps

Victorian Farmers Federation branch vice president Geoff Coghill 
in Moorooduc at his farm.

Is your septic summer ready?
Looking after your family’s health is always a top 
priority, but did you know that a poorly maintained 
septic system is a health risk for your family, our 
waterways and the wider community? An annual 
health check of your septic system leading into the 
busy summer months can prevent environmental 
problems in our waterways, and save on costly repairs 
or an early system replacement. Enjoy your property 
this summer but just like a well-rehearsed fire plan, 
protect the health of your family and community 
by being proactive and having a well looked after 
summer-ready, septic system. To find out how to 
properly maintain and service your system, download 
our septic health fact file: 

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/summerseptic

Farmers that use silage wrap for 
their hay can now take advantage 
of our new silage wrap recycling 
program. In partnership with the 
Victorian Farmers Federation and 
Solo Resource Recovery, we’re 
encouraging farmers to bring their 
used silage wrap to the Mornington 
Resource Recovery Centre, to 
exchange a full bag of wrap for an 
empty one. The new initiative is a 
great step forward in our effort to 
reduce waste.

Farmers may exchange full ‘Bulka 
bags’ of clean, used silage wrap at 
our depot in Watt Road, Mornington. 
‘Bulka bags’ can be purchased at 
the depot for $10. No other hay net, 
twine or plastic will be accepted.

You are 
HERE!

AUSTRALIA

DAY
on the peninsula

1 Hastings 
Emu Plains Market

2 Mount Eliza 
CFA truck

3 Mornington 
Street parade

4 Dromana 
Live music

5 Rye 
Fireworks 

6 Rosebud 
Fun Run

7 Sorrento 
Lawn Bowls

8 Sorrento-Portsea RSL 
FREE BBQ

Key highlights

For full details on what each township 
has to offer, visit: 

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/australiaday

1

2

3

4
5

7
8

6

Pocket  
Guide

Australia Day is a day for all to come 
together and recognise what it means to be 
an Australian.  The Mornington Peninsula 
Shire is proud to bring and support a range 
of festivities for the community and visitors 
this Australia Day.    

Wherever you are on the peninsula there 
are loads of activities to enjoy, markets, 
live entertainment, FREE BBQs and FREE 
kids activities.  Official proceedings with a 
flag raising ceremony, national anthem and 
speeches from Australia Day Ambassadors 
for every event, along with the Australia 
Day Award winners being announced at a 
celebration held in Rosebud.  

There will be something for everyone  
this Australia Day.

Your 
pocket 
guide
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Hastings  
Foreshore
9am – 2pm
Hastings foreshore comes to life with 
something for everyone.  Emu Plains 
Market, FREE BBQ breakfast, FREE kids 
activities and live entertainment.  

• FREE community breakfast

• Emu Plains Market on the foreshore

• All Day Live music

Rosebud  
Village Green
8.30am – 1pm 
Start the morning with a little exercise 
for the whole family with a 5.3km run/
walk or 10km run.  Followed by a FREE 
community breakfast, live entertainment 
and loads of kids activities all on the 
beautiful Rosebud foreshore.

• AusDay Fun Run

• FREE community breakfast

• All day live entertainment 

Rye  
Foreshore
12.30pm – 9.30pm
There’s not much you can’t do in Rye 
on Australia Day.  An action-packed day 
starting with a FREE community sausage 
sizzle, local entertainment and activities, 
finishing off with a blast of fireworks from 
Rye Beach.

• FREE community sausage sizzle 

• Live entertainment

• Lions Club Annual Boat Raffle

• Fireworks 

Mount Eliza  
Village Green
9am – 12.30pm 
Head on down to Mount Eliza for a fun 
filled morning.  FREE BBQ breakfast, kids 
activities, raffle, live music, along with the 
local CFA in attendance.  

• FREE community BBQ

• FREE kids activities

• CFA truck

Sorrento  
Bowls Club
10am – 3.30pm 
A great day is sure to be had for the whole 
family to celebreate Australia Day at the 
Sorrento Bowls Club with some morning 
tea, loads of activities for the kids, 
barefoot bowls with raffles and prizes to 
be won.

• Devonshire Tea

• Barefoot Bowls

• FREE sausage sizzle

Dromana  
Foreshore
8am – 1pm 

Everyone at Dromana Foreshore will have 
a brilliant morning with a FREE breakfast, 
art and crafts, animal farm and live 
entertainment.  

• FREE community BBQ

• FREE kids activities

• Community Youth Awards 

Sorrento  
– Portsea RSL
11am – 6pm 
Come and join your local RSL community 
for Australia Day at the Sorrento-Portsea 
RSL with a FREE BBQ lunch and live 
bands to dance and sing along to.  

• FREE BBQ

• Live music

Mornington  
Park
3pm – 9.30pm
Join us at Mornington Park for a day of 
great entertainment, including non-stop 
music, food stalls, amusement rides, 
FREE kids activities, street parade and 
fireworks display.  

• Live and local entertainment 

• Community street parade

• Wendy Matthews and The Voices

• Fireworks

Events around our peninsula
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Environm
ent &

 W
aste

What can you recycle?
• Aluminium and steel cans and foil

• Rigid and solid plastic items, such as: kids’ toys, 
kitchenware, cups and drink bottles

• Pots and pans

• Wrapping paper and envelopes

• Cardboard, newspapers and magazines

• Milk, juice and soft drink bottles

• Glass bottles and jars

Here are few recycling tips:
• Don’t place recycling in a plastic bag

• Empty containers of contents/liquids

• Recyclables that can’t fit into your bin can be taken to a 
Resource Recovery Centre (Rye, Mornington and Tyabb)  
or hopper (Sorrento, Dromana and Flinders) for free.

To view your normal bin dates visit: 
 mornpen.vic.gov.au/My-Neighbourhood

Recycling goes weekly 
for summer
Your household recycling bin will be collected every week 
from Monday 18 December until Friday 2 February.

Our weekly Summer Recycling Service is a boost to the usual 
fortnightly recycling service to help you better dispose of your 
waste over summer.

Your normal 240L recycling bin (blue lid) will be collected on 
the same day it is currently every week rather than fortnightly.

Living economically
Living green doesn’t mean going without or spending lots 
of money.  At the Eco Living Display Centre at The Briars, 
Mount Martha, you can learn about a range of easy lifestyle 
changes you can make to improve the comfort of your 
home.  See a variety of insulation types, double glazing, 
external shading, internal draught proofing, energy saving 
lights as well as sustainable flooring and bench-tops, a 
water efficient toilet, taps and shower, solar power, solar hot 
water and much more!  In the garden, you can learn a range 
of ways to create beautiful garden for dry conditions from 
planting indigenous plants to creating wicking beds and 
no-dig gardens. Come down and take a tour with our tour 
guides or participate in one of our sustainability workshops.

Open hours
Friday: 1pm to 4pm 
Every first Saturday of the month: 9am to 1pm 

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/ecoliving

Are you in a bushfire area?
The state government has reviewed mapping for the Bushfire 
Management Overlay (BMO) on the peninsula. The BMO 
applies to land that may be affected by a bushfire and it 
triggers the need for a planning permit for certain uses. You 
can check online if your property is affected. 

 5950 1010 
 planning.vic.gov.au/bmo

Stay safe and stay informed
It’s important to know what the Fire Danger Rating is for 
your area to help you plan and make decisions. You can 
access Fire Danger Rating information on the VicEmergency 
website and app, CFA (Country Fire Authority) and Bureau of 
Meteorology websites, as well as Fire Danger Rating road-
side signs across our peninsula. 

 emergency.vic.gov.au

Did you know…?
Each year the CFA declares a Fire Danger 
Period, as well as Total Fire Bans based on 
Fire Danger Ratings. During these periods 
restrictions are imposed on the use of fire by 

the community. The Mornington Peninsula Shire 
is in the Central Fire District. 
To find out more visit the CFA website: 

 cfa.vic.gov.au/warnings-restrictions

Bernadette and Tiffany our friendly tour guides at 
the Eco Living Display Centre, The Briars. 

Our Batonbearers 

The Queen’s Baton will travel for 100 days 
in Australia, visiting Sorrento on Monday 
12 February 2018. 

Sorrento Park will be full of fun including 
activities and entertainment, free 
community morning tea and the official 
ceremony with the baton.

The Queen’s Baton will arrive on the Gold 
Coast for the XXI Commonwealth Games 
Opening Ceremony on 4 April 2018.

For more details of the route  
and celebrations:

 gc2018.com/qbr

Important information
• Parking restrictions and road closures 

will apply in some areas
• BYO alcohol is prohibited at all 

Shire events, we ask that you please 
celebrate responsibly

• Fireworks are held in Mornington and 
Rye just after 9pm, it may be wise to 
lock up your animals in the surrounding 
areas to ensure their safety

• In the event of a Code Red Day all 
events will be cancelled

• Remember to keep hydrated and drink 
plenty of water

• Cover up and wear a hat and sunscreen  
For more information please visit  

 mornpen.vic.gov/australiaday

Mornington Peninsula Shire would like 
to thank everyone involved in delivering 
these events to our community to ensure 
everyone can celebrate Australia Day safely.  

Queen’s Baton Relay

Our Batonbearers – Bianca Appleford from Rye, Pam Rowler from Dromana, Rosie Batty from Tyabb, 
John Ellis from Rye, Terence Ernest Cox from Rosebud, Donna Nettlefold from Rye, Colleen Mackay 
from Capel Sound, Wendy Grant from Capel Sound, Jodie Carroll from Blairgowrie, Catherine 
Montalto with family from Rye, Kaye Thomas from McCrae, Sotirios (Sam) Mourtzas from Rosebud
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Disability Action Plan 
Community Consultation
We’re seeking community feedback in the development of 
our next Disability Action Plan (DAP) 2018 – 2022.  
Over the next two months, stakeholders and community 
members will be consulted on all aspects of access and 
inclusion for people with a disability. Our first community 
consultation session will be held on 11 December at the 
following locations:

Hastings Hub  9:30am – 11am 
Rosebud Office  1pm – 2:30pm 
Mornington Office  4pm – 5:30pm

The development of the DAP is overseen by the Shire’s All 
Abilities Consultative Committee and a draft plan is expected 
to be placed on public exhibition in May 2018.

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/haveyoursay 
 1300 846 606

Beach access rolled out
Following a successful trial last year, Mount Martha Beach 
has yet again become a wheelchair accessible beach. 
Beach matting will be rolled out each weekend from 2 
December to 29 April, thanks to our partnership with 
Disabled Surfers Association Mornington Peninsula and 
Mount Martha Life Saving Club.  

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/accessiblepeninsula

The Stolen Generations
On 13 February 2008, Helen Bnads, Koolin Balit 
Coordinator at Peninsula Health and Birr gubba woman 
heard Prime Minister Kevin Rudd deliver the Apology to 
the Stolen Generations.

We caught up with her in the lead up to the 10th Anniversary 
of the Commonwealth Government Apology to ask her a 
few questions…

Tell us about your work with the  
Stolen Generation?
I had been working for the National Library, Canberra 
collecting narratives in Victoria and Queensland from 
Aboriginal & Torres Strait Islander peoples who were 
legislatively removed from their families.

Some of those stories were used in the 1997 Bringing Them 
Home Report. My work with the Stolen Generation was 
based on being a Social, Emotional, Well Being Counsellor 
of Link-Up (QLD) an organisation which was responsible 
for reuniting (where possible) those Aboriginal & Torres 
Strait Islander people who were seeking reunification 
with their biological family and wider community. Due to 
unfortunate circumstances when face to face reunions were 
not possible, graveside reunions were organised. I did this 
intense rewarding work for four years.

Why do you think it was important for the 
Australian Government to apologise to the 
Stolen Generation?
The Kevin Rudd 13 February 2008 Apology to the Stolen 
Generation and their descendants was a watershed 
moment in Australia’s healing of this nation. The Apology 
was the first time the Australian Government had taken 
responsibility for the laws and policies of this country during 
the period between approximately 1905-1969, that had 
forcibly removed Aboriginal children classed as half castes 
from their Aboriginal biological family and communities. 
I was present in the Brisbane parliament on the day the 
Apology was broadcast from Canberra in 2008. The 
room was packed with members and descendants of the 
Stolen Generation, Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal peoples, 
parliamentarians and others. During the Apology silence 
enveloped the room, tears freely flowed and sobbing could 
be heard. On the completion of the Apology, clapping 
and hugging each other was spontaneous and heartfelt. 
The profound grief and suffering of Aboriginal Australians 
over the removal of their children from their families and 
communities was publicly acknowledged for the gaping 
social, emotional and mental jigsaw of pain and hurt that 
had tainted Australia. The Apology was important because it 
allowed this country to commence its truthful healing journey 
with its First Nations people.

Stand up for someone’s 
rights today!
Join us for the 2017 Mornington Peninsula Human Rights 
Oration on 14 December, 6pm at the Peninsula Community 
Theatre, Mornington. The event features local Indigenous 
rights advocate, Peter Aldenhoven, focussing on local 
indigenous history, the politics of identity and importance 
of recognising Australia’s First Peoples through a treaty. 
Please RSVP to this FREE event: 

 5950 1099 
 human-rights-oration.eventbrite.com.au

Survive the heat
Knowing the effects of extreme heat can help you and your 
loved ones prepare for the coming hot summer. When it’s 
hot, older people have a higher risk of heat-related illness, 
especially if they live alone or have medical conditions. If you 
are an older person or you care for someone who is older, 
the following tips may help you:

Keep cool: Set air conditioners and fans to cool or use cool 
water to bathe or wipe your arms and neck.

Drink plenty of water: Take a bottle of water wherever you 
go and take regular sips even if you’re not thirsty.

Swap to smaller meals: Make cool meals like salads and 
avoid using indoor ovens or stoves in hot weather.

Take care of others: Visit family members or neighbours 
twice a day if they live alone to check how they are.

Cool down: Visit an air-conditioned public place like the library 
or shopping centre to give you some relief from hot weather.

For further advice: 
 health.vic.gov.au/environment/heatwaves

Step by step, a way to health 
and happiness
We’re determined to focus on better supporting the 
health and wellbeing of our community with our Municipal 
Public Health and Wellbeing Plan. ‘Our Health and 
Wellbeing 2021’ is a four-year road map for addressing 
factors that can contribute to poor health outcomes. The 
plan, developed through collaboration with community 
members, key stakeholders, our Health and Wellbeing 
Committee and the state government, will be utilised to 
ensure our community has opportunities to live, learn, 
work and recreate in environments that maximise health 
and wellbeing on our peninsula. 

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/healthandwellbeing

Did you know…?
It’s estimated that between 1 in 3 Indigenous children were taken 
from their families between 1910 and the 1970s—affecting most 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander communities in Australia. 
For more information or stories on the Stolen Generation: 

 healingfoundation.org.au

Link-Up assists Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
people of the Stolen Generations – those who have been 
fostered, adopted or raised in institutions under government 
policies of the time. Link-Up helps members of the Stolen 
Generations trace their families and be reunited with them 
(or their gravesites, country or kin). 

 aiatsis.gov.au/research

(L to R) Ross de Vent, Belinda Rodman, Libby Kent (Chair 
of AACC), in front Karen Fankhauser (vice Chair),  
Mel Bice, Mandy Roche (Access and Equity Officer) 
Graeme Innes (Principal Consultant for the Disability 
Action Plan, The Copy Collective), Virginia Richardson 
(MetroAccess officer), Amanda Lawrie Jones (Consultant, 
The Copy Collective), Dee Davey (GenU)
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Sorrento now has an ‘i’
A new tourism information kiosk and public toilets at Sorrento are now open. The 
works are part of a million-dollar improvement project and much-needed public 
amenity for Sorrento.

The information kiosk is designed with modern facilities and amenities required for 
an accredited tourist business and is now eligible to use the Visitor Information 
Centre trademark – a blue and yellow italic letter ‘i’.

The works also saw six new public toilet cubicles on George 
Street which are fully automated, touch free and one is 
fully accessible.

The modern but sympathetic design in this 
sensitive location was collaboratively 
developed by Council working with 
the Sorrento Portsea Chamber 
of Commerce, Beachside 
Tourism and Nepean 
Ratepayers 
Association.

(L-R) Fred Dijkgraaf, Mayor, Councillor Bryan Payne, Marc Clavin, Councillor Hugh Fraser, Barb Pow, Shire’s Team 
Leader Buildings and Open Space David Hampton, Gerard Attwood and Sharon Richardson at the recently completed 
tourism information kiosk in Sorrento.

Best Bites
The Best Bites Food Guide promotes the most outstanding 
local food businesses in the areas of food safety, healthy 
eating, tobacco control, sustainability and access for all. The 
guide features over 400 food businesses that have exciting 
and innovative programs in these areas.

Business owners Sue and Phil from La Casa Nostra Deli, 
Rosebud won the 2017 Best Take Away Award. We caught 
up with them before the launch of the Best Bites Food Guide 
to ask them a few questions…

How has winning helped your business? 
To be included in the food guide that is available all over the 
peninsula and online is great publicity for us. Our customers 
have enjoyed seeing our faces in the local media and the 
Best Bites branded endorsement signage on our shop 
window has helped showcase our win.

Why are the Best Bites Awards important to the local 
food industry? 
Best Bites highlights the food businesses that are striving 
to improve in a range of categories such as health, safety, 
sustainability and access. With the peninsula having a 
large variety of food businesses on offer, it’s great to be 
recognised within this initiative.

The Best Bites Food Guide also features Mornington Peninsula 
Produce food producers to support sustainable, local foods.

Shortlisting for the Best Bites Food Awards is underway, with 
the most outstanding Best Bites businesses to be judged 
early in 2018.

The 2018 Best Bites Food Guide - which lists local food 
businesses that have received Best Bites certification, is now 
available at all Shire customer service and tourism centres 
and online at: 

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/bestbites

What’s in season
Summer on our peninsula means the much-anticipated 
stone fruit season is upon us and there is no stone fruit as 
popular as the cherry! Fill your baskets with the freshest local 
cherries, berries and fruit this season and maybe try popping 
them on a delicious pavlova for a simple, festive dessert. 
Mornington Peninsula Produce gives you the confidence 
to shop local and support your local food producers by 
certifying the provenance of locally grown food. 

 mpproduce.com.au 
 MorningtonPeninsulaProduce 
 m_p_produce

Vegetables: Asian Greens, Avocados, Carrots, Silverbeet, 
Fennel, Corn, Garlic, Basil, Coriander, Parsley, Dill, Kale, 
Lettuce, Potatoes, Radish, Rhubarb, Spinach, Spring Onion, 
Tomatoes, Zucchini, Eggplant, Capsicum, Chillies

Fruit: Cherries, Plums, Strawberries, Blueberries, 
Raspberries, Nectarines, Peaches, Figs

Other: Honey, Goats Cheese, Mussels, Lamb, Beef,  Eggs

Summer Berry Pavlova
Serves 6-8

4 egg whites 
1 pinch salt 
1 cup granulated sugar, plus 1 tbsp. 
1 teaspoon cornstarch 
2 teaspoons white wine vinegar 
1 teaspoon vanilla 
1 1/4cups heavy cream, whipped until soft and smooth with 
a little sugar and vanilla added 
3 cups fresh berries (pitted cherries, strawberries, and 
raspberries work great). 
1 tablespoon lemon juice

Preheat oven to 300 degrees. Prepare a large baking tray by 
covering it with a sheet of parchment paper.

Beat egg whites until glossy peaks form. Gradually add 
sugar, salt, beating continuously. Sprinkle cornstarch, vinegar 
and vanilla and gently fold into egg whites.

Mound the egg white mixture on the parchment and shape 
gently into an 8-inch circle.

Put the meringue in the oven and immediately reduce the 
temperature to 250 degrees. Bake 1 hour, 15 minutes. Turn 
off the oven and let the meringue cool completely in the oven. 
While the meringue is baking, pit cherries, cut strawberries in 
half, and mix them with the other berries. Add the lemon juice 
and a bit of sugar to taste (you don’t need much) and let the 
berries sit in the refrigerator until the meringue is ready. They 
should release some nice juice that you’ll use later.

When it is cool and dry, place meringue on serving dish, 
spread whipped cream over it evenly, and top with the 
berry mixture, including the berry juice. Serve immediately.

You can find in season cherries at these local producers:

Staples Apples; 144 Roberts Road, Main Ridge 
Red Hill Cherry Farm (Pick Your Own);  
69 Prossers Lane, Red Hill 
Kelowna Orchards; 920 Stumpy Gully Rd, Tuerong 
M Edwards & Sons (Organic); call for availability 
Mock Red Hill; 1103 Mornington-Flinders Road, Red Hill

 mpproduce.com.au

Vineyard biosecurity
The Mornington Peninsula Vignerons Association (MPVA), in 
collaboration with Agriculture Victoria, is currently surveying 
all vineyards great and small across the peninsula with 
the aim of becoming a Phylloxera Exclusion Zone. The 
MPVA has been encouraging vineyard owners to maintain 
biosecurity protocols. Grape phylloxera is the number one 
threat to grapevines and is a small yellow insect that feeds 
on the roots and leaves and can move up into the canopy 
and the fruit.  The MPVA is encouraging all vineyard owners 
to refresh their knowledge of biosecurity protocols and 
register for a PIC (Property Identification Code) today.  

 mpva.com.au 
 agriculture.vic.gov.au

National Agriculture Day
We celebrated National Agriculture Day in 
November as a nod to our unique region which 
is made up of key industries such as livestock, 
vineyards, market gardens, poultry and orchards.  
More than 40% of our peninsula is farmland and 
agriculture and its associated industries contribute 
to more than $1 billion of our region’s economy. 
We have a full time Agribusiness Officer to 
support the agriculture in the region and a Local 
Food Strategy in place to support the future of 
agriculture on our peninsula.

Mayor, Councillor Bryan Payne and Luis Gazzola of Gazzola Farms, Somerville, 
celebrating National Agriculture Day with this season’s fresh produce.

Did you know…?
The Food Economy is also one of the 
key pillars of the current Economic 
Development Strategy and activities such 
as the Mornington Peninsula Produce (MPP) 
provenance mark ensure a strong and 
vibrant agricultural sector.
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Advocating for better public transport
Councillor Bev Colomb and Shire 
staff recently met with Paul Edbrooke, 
Member for Frankston, to discuss 
inadequate public transport service 
levels on the Mornington Peninsula 
and Frankston. The discussion 
focussed on how lack of transport 
affects many aspects of life in the 
region such as economic growth, 
access to healthcare, access to 
employment and education, access 
to our tourism facilities, the level of 
youth unemployment and makes it 
difficult for those wanting a career 
in the hospitality or tourism industry. 
Mr Edbrooke agreed to discuss 

our request for funding a complete 
Frankston and Mornington Peninsula 
Public Transport Service Review with 
his contacts. Council is working closely 
with the community in advocating to 
the state government to provide a 
better public transport network.

Next stop Baxter
A major study led by the Victorian Government to consider 
extending the electric train line from Frankston to Baxter will 
be finalised in 2018. The $4 million funding from the federal 
government towards the study will look into the feasibility of 
electrifying the railway line to Baxter, including stabling yards, 
two new stations and the associated land use and impacts. 
Public Transport Victoria has produced a Network Development 
Plan – Metropolitan Rail which sets a long-term plan for the 
development of Melbourne’s rail network. The plan lists the 
electric train line to Baxter as a Stage 3 project, to be completed 
by 2027. Having effective and efficient public transport networks 
are critical to improve the liveability of our peninsula. Council will 
stay actively involved with the federal and state governments 
throughout this process to keep residents informed about the 
progress and benefits of the project.

Discover a new viewpoint
Our $1.5 million coastal pathway project at the Eastern 
Sister Headland connecting Sullivan Bay to Camerons 
Bight at Sorrento is now open.

The two-metre-wide pathway sits on top of a 270-metre-
long rock revetment that provides coastal protection by 
absorbing the energy of incoming waves.

The pathway provides pedestrian access around the 
historic Eastern Sister Headland situated at the northern 
end of Camerons Bight and the southern end of Sullivan 
Bay. It has been built through parts of the Collins 
Settlement Historic site, the first European settlement in 
Victoria which dates back to 1803 and includes graves, 
monuments and lookout structures.

Rosebud Aquatic Centre
Council continues to develop a detailed business case 
based on three concept plan options: 

• 25-metre indoor pool,

• 50-metre indoor pool and

• 50-metre outdoor pool.

All concept plan options feature associated health, fitness and 
wellbeing facilities and will provide for traditional aquatic pool 
programs including training, school competitions, education, 
health and fitness and special events.

The concepts also show several health, fitness and wellness 
components such as, a multi-purpose room for health and 
fitness classes, a wellness centre, a café offering high-quality 
food, learn-to-swim pool and warm water program pool and 
disability access ramps to the pools.

There is still time to have your say on the concept plans 
before the detailed business case report will be brought back 
to Council for consideration by the end of December 2017. 

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/rosebudpool

Mount Martha Golf
Mount Martha Public Golf Course has 18 
holes of lush, fully irrigated, couch fairways for 
golfers of all standards. Each hole leads you 
into well-kept greens that will keep your game 
honest. The grounds also include barbeques 
and disabled access, with a family friendly 
atmosphere and affordable green fees, you’re 
sure to love golfing at Mount Martha Public 
Golf Course. Enjoy a round of twilight golf with 
unlimited holes from 4pm for $18.50. Bookings 
are essential. 

 5974 2266 
 mtmarthapublicgc.com.au

How do you feel 
about Public 
Transport?
Help us get better public transport. 
Council is encouraging the state 
government to undertake a Public 
Transport Review on the peninsula 
and commit to funding the review’s 
recommendations.

Help us get heard by emailing the  
Hon. Jacinta Allan – Minister for 
Transport, and tell her your thoughts. 

 jacinta.allan@parliament.vic.gov.au

Bigger Somerville Stadium to rise from ashes
We have welcomed a $1.299 million grant from Sport and 
Recreation Victoria’s (SRV) Better Indoor Stadiums Fund, to 
help rebuild and expand the stadium that was destroyed by 
fire in May 2016. Council will also commit up to $3 million in 
the 2018/19 financial year budget to meet the grant funding 
requirements.

The new stadium will feature four multi-sport indoor courts, 
female friendly change rooms, umpire change room, first 

aid room, tournament office, as well as storage and car 
parking. These works will be in addition to the refurbishment 
of the remaining community areas within the Somerville 
Recreation and Community Centre which will be undertaken 
in conjunction with the stadium rebuild. 

Construction is expected to be complete before the end 
of 2018 and we look forward to keeping the community 
informed of the progress.

Pictured above: Concept 2 – indoor 50m pool
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December
8 December

Carols & Concert
Rye Primary School

8 December
Hastings Community Carols 
by Candlelight
Hastings Foreshore

9 December
Carols on the Hill 2017
Red Hill Recreation Reserve

10 December
Carols in the Park 2017
Tyabb Central Reserve

10 December
Sorrento Portsea Chamber of 
Commerce Christmas Concert  
and Fireworks

14 December
Mount Eliza Carols on the Green
Village Green Mount Eliza

14 December
Wallaroo Community Christmas Party 
Wallaroo Reserve, Hastings

15 December
Somerville Carols By Candlelight 
Fruit Growers Reserve

16 December
Rosebud Christmas Carols
Village Green, Rosebud

17 December
Mount Martha Cricket Club 
Christmas Carols on the Lawn
Mount Martha Ferrero Reserve

17 December
Summer Solstice Community  
Picnic 2017
Civic Court Reserve, Balnarring

21 December
Kids Christmas Zone
Empire Mall, Main Street Mornington

23 December
Mt Martha Carols by Candlelight
Mount Martha Parade Grounds

23 December
Christmas Carols in the Park
Mornington Park

24 December
Carols by Candlelight
Dromana Community Hall

January
1 January 2018

New Year’s Day Picnic in the Park
Mornington Park

3-6 January
Stringybark Cinema
Emu Plains Reserve

6-14 January
Rotary Club of Sorrento Inc  
- Annual Art Show 2018
860-868 Melbourne Road, Sorrento

6 January
Portsea Twilight Fun Run
Point Nepean

7 January
Seaside Scavenge Beach Clean Up
Rye Foreshore

7 January
Flinders Cricket Club Market
B.A Cairns Reserve, Flinders

7 January
Under the Southern Stars
Hastings Foreshore

12-27 January
Barefoot Cinema
Seawinds Garden, Arthurs Seat

13 January
Ninch Fest 2018
St Andrews Beach

13 January
Rye Gift & Family Fun Day 2018
RJ Rowley Recreation Reserve

14 January
Two Bays Trail Run
Dromana

19-26 January
46th Annual Mornington Art Show
Peninsula Community Theatre

20 January
Portsea Swim Classic 2018
Point Nepean Quarantine Station

26 January
Australia Day 2018
Various locations

27 January
Red Hill Community BBQ
Red Hill Park

February
2 February

Gig on the Green
Village Green & Rotary Park,  
Mount Eliza

10 February
Peninsula Film Festival
Village Green, Rosebud

10 February
Sorrento Bay Swim 2018
Sorrento Foreshore

12 February
Queen’s Baton Relay
Sorrento

23-25 February
Western Port Festival
Hastings Foreshore

24 February
Blues at The Briars

4 March
Mount Martha Sufferfest  
Triathlon Festival
Mount Martha Village 

What’s on For a full list of all markets and events
 mornpen.vic.gov.au/events

Information is correct at time of printing. 
In the event of a Code Red Day all events will be cancelled.


