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While Council is always advocating 
for the Mornington Peninsula to 
receive its share of Victorian and 
Commonwealth funding for our priority 
projects, this year we are increasing 
our efforts in advance of both the 
federal and state elections.

We will continue to meet with 
candidates to discuss our local 
issues, put forward the concerns 
of our community and advocate for 
funding to realise the many community 
infrastructure projects and programs 
that would benefit the Peninsula.

Also, more than 2,000 community 
members have shared their ideas and 
priorities with us via our new Budget 

Portal. I’m proud to say our community 
response is already 25 times 
higher compared to previous years’ 
submissions. It’s clear our new portal 
has made the feedback process more 
inclusive for our residents.

Last month, the world celebrated 
International Women’s Day. Events 
such as ours held at The Briars provide 
a platform for women and girls to shine 
– they are an opportunity to create 
female leaders and role models for 
our community. ‘Breaking the bias’ 
means working towards a world free of 
gender stereotypes and discrimination. 
It also means elevating the visibility of 
women creatives – which is what we did 
in showcasing three amazing female 
musicians – Bumpy, Suzi and Tulliah, 
also boosting our local music industry.

Wishing everyone a safe and happy 
Easter and I look forward to hearing 
more from our community during my 
‘meet the Mayor and Deputy Mayor’ 
sessions together with Cr Lisa Dixon.

Councillor Anthony Marsh, Mayor 
Mornington Peninsula Shire 

 anthony.marsh@mornpen.vic.gov.au 
 5950 1428

Visit us
Our customer service centres are open, 
please check the website for opening hours. 

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/contactus
Rosebud  90 Besgrove Street 
Mornington  2 Queen Street 
Hastings  21 Marine Parade 
Somerville  1085 Frankston-Flinders Road
Talk to us 

 5950 1000 or 1300 850 600 
 customerservice@mornpen.vic.gov.au 
 peninsulawide@mornpen.vic.gov.au

Report it online  mornpen.vic.gov.au/reportit
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Mornington Peninsula Shire 
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to the Bunurong/Boon Wurrung 
people, the traditional custodians 
of these lands and waters.

Cr Steve Holland Cr Anthony Marsh Cr Despi O’Connor 
(on leave)
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Cr David Gill
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Cr Paul Mercurio AM
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Information in this publication is correct at the time 
of printing. Changes to COVID-19 restriction levels 
and public health advice may cause changes to Shire 
services, programs and events. Please check our 
website:  mornpen.vic.gov.au/coronavirus
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Mornington Peninsula Koala 
Conservation is a registered 
Landcare group with more than 
300 members and relies solely on 
funding from grants and donations.

Protecting the Peninsula’s koalas
Dirk Jansen is quite literally 
growing the future for koalas 
on the Mornington Peninsula.

Founder of the Mornington 
Peninsula Koala Conservation group, 
Dirk heads up a team of dedicated 
volunteers who have planted more 
than 20,000 indigenous trees across 
the Peninsula to protect our koalas’ 
threatened habitat.

It all started as a small Facebook group 
set up five years ago to record koala 
sightings, after Dirk noticed there was 
very little information available about 
local koala populations.

In recognition of his extraordinary 
work to raise awareness and help 
the plight of koalas on the Peninsula, 

Dirk was recently named our 
local Citizen of the Year.

His mission is to replace koala habitat 
lost to clearing and urban development, 
and to create biolinks – corridors of 
native vegetation, which allow koalas 
and other wildlife to safely traverse 
across the landscape.

“Our population of koalas on the 
Peninsula is in trouble,” says Dirk.

“We have so little native vegetation left 
on the Peninsula, and more than two 
thirds of what we do have is in isolated 
pockets on private property.

“We work with landowners and the 
Shire to plant koala trees in specific 
places that help connect these 
‘patches’ of existing native vegetation.”

From May to September, Dirk spends 
his weekends organising volunteers to 
plant koala food trees, such as Swamp 
Gum, Coastal Manna and Narrow 
Leaf Peppermint.

“Our focus this year is around Merricks 
and Balnarring but the goal is to create 
corridors all the way along Western Port 
and up to Red Hill South.

“We’ve got 20,000 trees to plant so 
we need all the help we can get.”

The group also has thousands of trees 
to give away to eligible properties and 
Dirk encourages anyone who wants 
some to get in touch, whether they 
want 200 trees or just two.

“Everyone can make a difference 
and every tree counts,” says Dirk.

How you can help
• Plant koala food trees 

at your property
• Volunteer at a tree planting day
• Report koala sightings
• Be alert when driving

 mpkoalas.org.au
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FRANKIE
IS FOND OF

FOOD
WASTE

Loving our food waste collection
It’s been nine months since 
we started our new food waste 
collection service, and we’re chuffed 
to say that 95 per cent of respondents 
in a recent survey rated the service at 
least a 4 out of 5. Yay!

Each time we put our food waste 
in the green waste bin we are 
diverting organic waste from landfill, 
where it would create methane – 
a greenhouse gas 25 times more 
potent than carbon dioxide. If you’ve 
got a green waste bin, but haven’t 
ordered a caddy, you can still do so. 

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/greenwaste

Compost week 1-7 May 
Mornington Peninsula is going 
compost crazy for International 
Compost Awareness Week.

If you’re considering setting up a 
home compost system, we have 
compost rebates available and 
workshops to build skills. 

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/compost 
 mornpen.vic.gov.au/ourwastefuture

Break the bias 
The theme for this year’s 
International Women’s Day 
is Break the Bias.

Through our Gender Equality 
Strategy 2020–2030, we are 
embedding gender equitable 
practices in everything we do.

We commit to:
• challenging condoning of 

violence against women
• promoting women’s independence 

and decision-making
• challenging gender 

stereotypes and roles
• strengthening positive, equal 

and respectful relationships.
 mornpen.vic.gov.au/IWD

Tinkerbell and the dream fairies 
Calling all children who love magic, fairies, dance and 
song! This April, Tinkerbell and her friends will take you 
on a magical adventure with a family-friendly stage show 
at The Briars. In an enchanting world of song and dance, 
Tinkerbell meets up with the fairies from A Midsummer 
Night’s Dream. Dress up and join in the fun!

The performance, by the Australian Shakespeare 
Company, is family-friendly and especially captivating 
for children aged 3-6 years old.

Tuesday 19 April. Book your tickets online: 
 the_briars.eventbrite.com.au

Our IWD event at The Briars helped draw attention to gender inequality, 
promote respect and celebrate women’s achievements in our community.

Peninsula Buzz – 
short and sweet 
community news
We’ve launched a new 
community e-newsletter that 
will buzz its way to your inbox 
once a month.

It’s a snap shot of latest 
news from the Shire across 
all your favourite topics, 
such as community news, 
events, waste and recycling, 
climate action, arts and 
culture, building works and 
of course our services and 
programs. Sign up now! 

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/            
    peninsulabuzz
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Protecting our townships
We are proposing changes to our 
planning scheme to protect township 
character and respond to climate 
change impacts from sea level rise 
around Western Port.

We want to help safeguard our 
community by ensuring future 
developments are designed to 
withstand the environment and 
conditions they are built in, while 
maintaining township character.

The changes affect land in 
Hastings, Tyabb, Bittern, Crib 
Point, Balnarring and Balnarring 
Beach, Flinders, Red Hill and 
Red Hill South, Somers, Merricks 
and Merricks Beach, Point Leo 
and Shoreham.

Have you say on these proposed 
amendments by 6 May. 

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/c271-c282

Heritage grants
Do you own a heritage property? 
We have plenty of history on our 
Peninsula and we want to preserve it.

Grants of $1,000 to $2,500 are 
available to assist with heritage 
conservation projects.

Applications close 15 April. 
To find out if you are eligible: 

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/heritagegrants

Storm clean up
The storm event last October 
was much bigger than any of us 
anticipated and the clean up took 
longer than we hoped. We want to 
acknowledge the frustration this 
caused our community and thank 
people for their patience.

We received more than 3,500 
requests for assistance from the 
community and each job was 
assessed by an arborist. We had 
up to 14 crews working across 
the Peninsula and they have done 
thousands of hours of work. In fact, 
they’ve chipped enough mulch to 
fill more than six Olympic swimming 
pools. For more info and updates: 

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/stormresponse

Democracy in action
Following the success of our first ever Citizens’ Panel last year, which developed 
our shared Community Vision, we’ve set up a new 2022 Citizens’ Panel to help 
Council make better and more informed decisions.

The Panel will discuss and influence a range of issues that impact the community; 
from how we manage the environment, arts and culture, planning and infrastructure, 
coastal management, Green Wedge and transport to how we plan our services and 
programs - such as roads and assets maintenance and community health and wellbeing.

We are committed to involving the community in our decision making and a Citizens’ 
Panel is an effective, democratic and equitable way to hear from our residents. 
To follow the project:  mornpen.vic.gov.au/citizenspanel

Autumn 2022  PENINSULA WIDE  5



Mayoral Charity  
Paddle 2022

Mount Eliza

Mornington

Mount Martha

Safety Beach

Dromana

Rosebud

Flinders

Shoreham

Point Leo

Merricks Beach
Balnarring Beach Somers

Sandy
Point

Bittern

Hastings

Tyabb

Somerville

Crib
Point

Capel Sound
TootgarookRye

Blairgowrie

Sorrento

Portsea

McCrae

Mayoral Charity Paddle – 2 Bays. 4 Days. 100ks.
This Easter, our Mayor, Cr Anthony Marsh, is embarking on a four-day kayaking 
challenge to raise awareness of the need to protect our precious coastal environment. 
He’s also raising funds for our wonderful emergency services – 
Sorrento and Hastings SES, and Safety Beach and Hastings Coast Guards.

The 100km route will take him from Mount Eliza to Portsea and then from Flinders to 
Somerville, with several pit stops along both bays. Check out the route map and come 
along to say hi and support the cause. Donate today!  mornpen.vic.gov.au/charitypaddle

Friday  15 April   from Mount Eliza to McCrae

Saturday 16 April  from McCrae to Portsea

Sunday  17 April  from Flinders to Crib Point

Monday  18 April  from Crib Point to Somerville
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Everybody 
deserves a home
A housing crisis is affecting our 
Peninsula community. Many of 
us know someone who can’t find 
affordable housing or is spending 
all their income on rent; a neighbour 
who was priced out of the area; 
or someone who has become 
homeless after losing their job.

There is still an unfair stigma 
attached to homelessness. 
Ordinary people, from children 
to seniors, can be hit by 
homelessness through a range 
of unfortunate circumstances.

It is clear that the lack of affordable 
housing on the Peninsula is affecting 
a broader range of people and many 
more are facing homelessness. 
We’re helping to address this issue 
though our Affordable Housing 
Partnership Project.

We’ve released an Expression of 
Interest (EOI) for housing partners 
to propose how they would develop 
affordable housing on plots of 
Shire-owned land.

We’re stepping up to play our part 
by releasing land, and we want the 
State Government to step up too 
and commit funding through the Big 
Housing Build, which is the largest 
single investment in social and 
affordable housing in Australia’s 
history. Our Peninsula desperately 
needs this investment.

Our project is inviting housing 
experts to deliver and manage safe, 
accessible and modern homes for 
affordable housing purposes. 

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/          
     affordablehousing

Time to register 
your pet
A reminder to all cat and dog 
owners that your furry friend’s 
pet registration is now due.

The Shire provides different 
services to support pet owners, 
funded directly from pet 
registration fees, such as:

• off-leash dog areas located 
around the Shire

• the Community Animal Shelter 
and Pound

• community safety 
officers/rangers.

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/         
     petregistration

Healing through sharing 
How we have lived through the 
pandemic has been different for each 
and every one of us. Many of us have 
stories to tell and we’ve been collecting 
them from our community.

We are working with local creatives 
to piece together your stories and 
develop a documentary and other 
creative pieces.

We’ll present them at the inaugural 
Drift Arts Festival this month. That’s 
right – by letting us in on your 
experience you are creating art! 

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/ourstories

Eco Living Display 
Centre is open!
We’re welcoming back everyone 
to our sustainable living eco house 
at The Briars and kick-starting things 
with some great workshops.

• 20 April Create a lizard lounge

• 7 May Composting and 
worm farm workshop

• 17 May Investing in a 
safer climate webinar

• 4 June Intro to permaculture
 mornpen.vic.gov.au/enviroworkshops

The Centre is open: Fri 1-4pm 

First Sat of the month 9am – 1pm
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You’re welcome
Staff shortages in the hospitality 
sector have become a significant 
issue for our local businesses 
during the pandemic.

In response, we partnered with 
Chisholm TAFE, Frankston 
Mornington Peninsula Local 
Learning and Employment 
Network and the Brotherhood 
of Saint Laurence to create and 
deliver two entry-level hospitality 
short courses.

We’ve had an excellent take up 
of this program with dozens of 
people completing the short 
courses in December and March.

How much energy does 
your home really use?
If you’re keen to know, you can 
reserve a home energy kit with our 
libraries – jump on to the online 
catalogue or give them a call.

The kits contain the following tools:
• energy saving thermometer
• mini non-contact thermometer
• water flow measuring cup
• PowerMate lite energy meter.

Use these tools to measure what 
appliances use most power, where 
you are losing or gaining heat and how 
many litres of water you use per minute. 

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/saveenergy 
 ourlibrary.mornpen.vic.gov.au

Join us in the fight against pesky plastics!
It is critical the Peninsula decreases its reliance on plastics and reduces the amount of plastic 
that ends up in our reserves, rivers, waterways, bays and ocean.

Plastic free by 2023 
With the state government 
announcing a ban on key 
single-use plastics items 
by February 2023, such as 
straws, cutlery and plates, 
it’s time to start acting 
now. Local food retailers 
can join the new Plastic 
Free Mornington Peninsula 
program free of charge. 

 wastewisepeninsula.org

Single-use plastic grant 
Apply for a grant to help your 
community group or sports 
club phase out single-use 
plastics. This could be used 
for purchasing things like 
reusable bottles, cutlery 
or crockery. Grants range 
from $1,000 to $5,000 and 
applications close 10 June. 

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/              
    supgrant

Best Bites program 
Food businesses that are 
working on reducing their 
waste can also be part of 
our Best Bites program.

It’s a great way to build 
your business profile and 
showcase your commitment 
to sustainability. 

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/  
     bestbites

We’re fully recyclable 
For all our ratepayers not 
living on the Peninsula, we 
have changed our Peninsula 
Wide wrapping to REDcycle 
compatible plastic.

That means it can be 
recycled when you take 
it to a recycling collection 
point found at all major 
supermarkets.
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Get your discounted energy upgrades now!
If you’re looking to upgrade your home to reduce bills and improve comfort, the Solar and Energy Bulk Buy can help you do 
this cost effectively. Together with the Australian Energy Foundation, the Shire is offering ratepayers free access to energy 
advice and workshops, access to high quality products from accredited providers at discounted prices and support to access 
government rebates. Program includes discounts on solar, batteries, reverse cycle air conditioners and hot water heat pumps.

Get in soon – program ends in June! 
 aef.com.au/mps-bulk-buy 
 1300 23 68 55

And the winner is…
Once again we have proof that there’s nowhere 
better to live than Mornington Peninsula! Many 
of our local tourism businesses have good 
reason to celebrate after the Victorian Tourism 
Awards Gala Ceremony earlier this year.

Nine local tourism businesses took home 
prestigious prizes:

• Red Hill Candle Co
• Pt Leo Estate
• Green Olive at Red Hill
• Hawkes Farm
• Grape Explorations Australia
• Mornington Peninsula Regional Tourism 

Board for the Hello Again campaign
• Ebony Flett – Red Hill Candle Co
• Carmel of Sorrento
• Mornington Boat Hire
• Searoad Ferries

Fun facts about things we do
We thought you might like a snap-shot of some of the things we do to help maintain a healthy 
environment and well-planned townships on the Peninsula. (October to December 2021)

1,400
garden beds 

maintained

1,012
pets were 
registered

1,534
potholes 

were filled

174km
of beaches 
cleaned

947
planning 

applications 
completed

22,171
tonnes of kerbside 
waste diverted 
from landfill
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Cr Steve Holland

Mayor 
Cr Anthony Marsh

Cr Despi O’Connor 
(on leave)

Briars
For more than a decade it has been clear that the Mornington Peninsula, its residents and 
businesses, have missed out on significant funding opportunities by our metropolitan status 
despite our peri-regional nature. If the State Government insists we should continue to 
be classified as metropolitan then it is reasonable for us to expect a level of infrastructure 
funding commensurate with that classification.

As we head into two elections this year, community advocacy for all the projects 
and policies in our region will be vital – it’s time to get vocal! 

 0410 905 085    steve.holland@mornpen.vic.gov.au

As Council’s Small Business Champion, I am pleased to have launched our series of business 
networking events. I am keen to create opportunities for businesses to come together and learn 
from each other, and to celebrate and encourage the success of our local businesses. There are 
15,800 businesses on the Peninsula and 94 per cent of them employ fewer than five people. 
We want to help them grow and strengthen.

Look out for me on the water over Easter as I take on a kayak challenge paddling along our two 
bays, over four days, covering 100kms. Donations go to our emergency services while raising 
awareness of the need to protect our coastlines.  mornpen.vic.gov.au/charitypaddle 

 0435 610 745    anthony.marsh@mornpen.vic.gov.au

In the works
Priority projects advocacy
We are advocating for State and Federal funding 
for these projects:

• Peninsula Trail links: Mornington to Moorooduc
• Footpaths Mornington – Mount Martha
• Narambi Reserve upgrade
• The Briars Master Plan
• Dallas Brooks Reserve improvements
• Civic Reserve wetlands project
• Mornington laneways and 

public open space upgrade
• Mount Eliza township streetscape
• Shared path Mornington – Mount Eliza
• Mount Eliza car park package
• Emil Madsen Reserve Master Plan
• Baden Powell Drive footpath
• Mount Eliza tennis courts 5-8

Reflect. Respect. Celebrate. 
Australia Day events across Mount Eliza and 
Mornington were enjoyed by many, featuring a 
full day of live music, children’s entertainment, 
community barbeques and flag raising. 
The Shire also supported Our Survival Day 
2022 – Reconnection at The Briars, which 
was an Indigenous-led community event 
for First Nations people and their allies.

Alexandra Park pavilion gets green light
The Victorian Government has approved plans to 
redevelop Mornington’s Alexandra Park Pavilion, clearing 
the way for the creation of a new co-located medical 
and sporting facility.This means we can now get on with 
delivering this much-anticipated community asset, 
in partnership with the Alexandra Park Project Group 
and The Bays Hospital.
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Community harvest
Food for Change and The Briars 
have come together in a flourishing 
partnership to grow food for some of 
our most disadvantaged families. We 
are incredibly happy to say our first 
harvest of vegetables, fruit and herbs 
has been a success and the fresh food 
is being packaged up by volunteers 
and distributed to families in need 
across the Peninsula.

The Food for Change team is 
continuing to expand their growing 
area, which now includes a variety of 
fruit trees and vines. We want the farm 
area at The Briars Green Dreaming 
precinct to become a food hub with 
links to local growers, food rescue 
organisations and local emergency 
relief providers. Volunteers welcome. 

 foodforchange.org.au/ 
     support/volunteer/

The Briars re-imagined
Two exciting new experiences that are 
part of the vision for a re-imagined 
Briars are open for expressions of 
interest. We’re looking for someone to 
create an iconic farm to fork restaurant 
in a new village precinct at The Briars, 
where the focus is on growing fresh 
food, serving up inspired meals and 
giving back to our community.

Meanwhile, Sanctuary Dreaming 
glamping will immerse guest in the 
beauty of the Peninsula’s flora and 
fauna and Aboriginal culture with 
experiences such as night walks, bush 
food cooking classes, stargazing or 
didgeridoo meditation, topped off by 
a night’s sleep in luxurious glamping 
accommodation. Expressions of 
interest are open until 23 May. 

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/briarsmasterplan

Meet Oliver Walker-Peel 
– our Young Citizen 
of the Year
Ollie, as he is known, has been 
recognised for his compassionate 
and inspired leadership as Year 12 
school captain at Balcombe 
Grammar, receiving the honour of 
Young Citizen of the Year at our 
Australia Day Local Awards.

Ollie has been the face of an 
optimistic and resilient Year 12 
group and has modelled a positive 
belief everyone can make a 
difference and everyone counts.

Ollie has Cerebral Palsy but he 
has never let that be a limitation 
on his optimism and participation 
in our community.

Deep Blue 
Devil and 
the hidden 
treasure

Our mural 
project 
has landed 
another 
amazing 
piece of work, 
this time at 
100 Main 
Street, 
Mornington.

It’s Deep 
Blue Devils 
by Tyson 
Savanah.

Watch out, 
it might bite!

The Alexandra Park Project Group has committed 
significant time, energy and resources to getting this 
project off the ground, including raising $400,000 in 
community funding.

The Federal Government has provided $2.6 million in 
funding and AFL Victoria has given a further $100,000. 
Council has committed to providing the remaining 
funding to ensure this project goes ahead. 

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/AlexandraParkPavilion
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Deputy Mayor 
Cr Lisa Dixon

Here we are in autumn 
already with school 
holidays and Easter 
just around the corner.

Together with our Mayor, 
Anthony Marsh, I am on 
the road to say hello to our 
community and discuss 
your ideas, goals or matters 
that are important to you. 
And we’ll come to you! 

You can request a meeting via our website.

I have also enjoyed finally being able to get out and 
about visiting residents, attending the Hastings Gift, 
Seafarer’s Maritime Centre, Australia Day festivities in 
Hastings, WP Community Support, World Wetlands 
Day, Crib Point Action Group and Hastings Coastal 
Advisory Group, Kindred Clubhouse and Mount Eliza 
Community Pantomime.

All of these organisations are doing great things 
for our community so check them out.

Some great news for families struggling financially 
following the hardships of COVID. The Shire has 
partnered with the Belgravia Foundation to help pay 
for swimming lessons at Pelican Park for those in need. 
Applications via the Pelican Park website with lessons 
available until 30 June.

 0435 630 007    lisa.dixon@mornpen.vic.gov.au

Cerberus

In the works

Repairing Crib Point pool
We’ve all endured a lot over the past couple of years, including our Crib Point Pool. It sprang a leak following damage caused by 
the earthquake in September 2021. For everyone’s safety the pool was closed and work has been ongoing to find out the source 
and the extent of the leaks. We’re pleased to announce the damage is fixable and work has already started to repair the pool ready 
for the 2022–23 season. We know how much our community love the pool and we are sorry it couldn’t be open over summer. 

 cribpointpool.com.au

Growing mangrove forests 
for Western Port
White mangroves, which are found through the Western 
Port Ramsar Wetlands, play an important role for juvenile 
fish species by providing food and shelter.

Mangroves also help to protect the shoreline from 
erosion by reducing wave energy and helping to trap 
sediment to allow the beach to naturally build up over time.

We’ve partnered with the Port Phillip and Westernport 
CMA, Bass Coast Landcare Network, OzFish and 
Parks Victoria to restore our precious White Mangrove 
forests. Thousands of mangroves will be planted 
over the next two years, including along the Hastings 
foreshore next summer.

The project is funded by the Australian Government’s 
Fisheries Habitat Restoration Program and also 
involves engaging the recreational fishing community, 
with the aim to secure Western Port’s fishing future.
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Wallaroo kitchen 
garden gets cooking
We’re taking the Kitchen Garden 
program at Wallaroo Community House 
in Hastings to the next level with a new 
gazebo and outdoor barbeque area, 
where food will be grown, prepared, 
cooked and eaten in the one place! 
To complete the sustainable food cycle, 
waste vegetables will be composted 
and used to help grow more food.

Participants in the unique program learn 
new skills, such as growing vegetables, 
making healthy meals and composting.

Mentors needed for the L2P program
Learning to drive is an exciting opportunity for young people but 
many don’t have access to a supervising driver to gain enough 
experience for a probationary licence. The L2P Program helps 
learner drivers achieve their P plates by matching learners with 
a vehicle and a volunteer mentor to gain the 120 hours of 
experience needed.

However, we’re running low on mentors in Western Port.

We have a full training package to make sure you’re well 
prepared to mentor a learner driver and understand your role 
as a supervising driver. We coordinate the local L2P program, 
which is funded by the Transport Accident Commission (TAC) 
and managed by the Department of Transport.

To take the next steps and register as a Western Port 
L2P mentor please visit:  mornpen.vic.gov.au/L2P

Bentons Road open at last
Thank you to the community who have been so patient 
while we’ve undertaken these important safety upgrades on 
Bentons Road. It’s been a challenging project with storms, 
material delays and COVID-19 setting us back along the way.
Instead of the originally intended Plastiphalt surface, the 
new high-performance bitumen is made from recycled 
tyres. About 9,200 kilograms of them! That’s equivalent 
to 920 end-of-life tyres that get a new lease on life.
The initiative is part of our Environmentally Sustainable 
Design Policy for council buildings and civil works, 
which seeks to minimise the environmental impact 
of construction works. We also used 145 tonnes of 
Reclaimed Asphalt Pavement (RAP) to avoid using raw 
materials and achieved a 5-10 per cent reduction in CO2 

emissions by using warm-mix asphalt technology.

Cool new footpath 
for Cool Store Road
We’ve filled in the missing footpath link on 
Cool Store Road in Hastings with a new path 
stretching from Frankston-Flinders Road to the 
existing path next to the Stony Point railway 
crossing. It’s part of our Pedestrian Access 
Strategy, which aims to create safe, accessible 
and connected pedestrian networks that 
help us get to key destinations.

Crib Point Community 
House parking
We’re fixing the shortage of car parking at 
Crib Point Community House! Design is 
underway for a new car park to make sure 
there’s enough parking spaces for the users 
of the community house and gardens. 
Construction is planned for mid-2022.
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School holidays are here and it’s wonderful to see families out enjoying themselves. 
Something to look forward to is the new playground behind the Blairgowrie shops, which is 
getting a fantastic makeover. Blairgowrie locals have raised more than $5,000 towards the new 
playground and have contributed their time and ideas to make this a true community project.

There are plenty of other ways to be involved in our community – whether through volunteering, 
giving your feedback on the many projects around our ward, supporting our local businesses 
or attending local events. I wish everyone a safe and happy holidays and hope to see you 
at one of my monthly catch up at a local café across our ward. 

 0466 237 655    sarah.race@mornpen.vic.gov.au

We are looking to a bright future for the Nepean ward with current works in Tootgarook, Rye, 
Blairgowrie and Portsea, and projects coming up for Sorrento as well. We are in early stages of 
prioritising our residents’ pedestrian safety above all else, and will be looking to find money in the 
upcoming budget to address pedestrian black spots in our ward through providing necessary 
pedestrian access away from roads. We will also be advocating to the State Government for 
pedestrian crossings and speed mitigation where needed. On the beaches, we currently have 
beach renourishment happening at Blairgowrie and Tootgarook by DELWP and are hoping that 
Sorrento will follow as it has recently seen significant sand loss. 

 0401 297 978   susan.bissinger@mornpen.vic.gov.au

Nepean

In the works
Renewing Rye foreshore
With the exciting concept plans approved for 
an upgrade to the Rye foreshore, including 
the promenade, park and camping areas, 
we’re now getting into the nitty gritty with 
detailed design. Construction is planned 
following next summer’s camping season. 
You can see the plans and keep up to date. 

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/ryetownshipplan

Preserving history
The Sorrento Museum is running out of 
space to preserve and store our heritage 
artefacts on the Mornington Peninsula. 
To solve this, we are extending the heritage 
listed building and adding new storage 
facilities and office space. Final designs are 
finished and construction is expected to start 
in the second half of 2022.

Deputy Mayor Cr 
Sarah Race

Cr Susan Bissinger

New beach cleaning at Rye 
Have you noticed a difference at Rye front beach? Since September last 
year we’ve been trialling a new hand cleaning method. Hand cleaning, 
instead of the usual machine cleaning, means seaweed is kept in the coastal 
environment. Seaweed is an important source of food for migratory birds 
and small organisms that keep our coastlines healthy and thriving. Seaweed 
also stabilises beaches and can help prevent erosion. We’re evaluating your 
feedback and deciding next steps.  mornpen.vic.gov.au/beachclean
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What do you love about the Portsea foreshore?
Portsea is an iconic coastal town that leaves a lasting impression on 
all who know it. Whether it’s memories of summer days at the front 
beach, snorkelling at the pier, the stunning view from a coastal track 
or boating on the green waters, many of us have something we love 
about this part of the coast.

Portsea’s foreshore has experienced change in recent years, highlighting 
the dynamic coastal environment and presenting a range of management 
challenges. Sustainable and balanced management will be essential in 
caring for these areas for years to come.

We want to hear what you love about the Portsea coast and how we can 
better manage these valued areas.  mornpen.vic.gov.au/portseacoast

Kitchen renos delight
They say the kitchen is the heart 
of a home, and in this case it’s the 
members of the Sorrento Bowls Club 
and the Rye Football Club who are 
loving their new kitchens.

Both were installed last year as part 
of our Building Renewal program.

From little things big things grow
Back in 2018, local resident Anne van Veen had a vision 
to create a garden the local community could enjoy. 
With the help of an enthusiastic bunch of local volunteers 
and a lease of unused Council land at Stringer Road Reserve, 
the Blairgowrie Community Garden was born.

The garden got an initial boost when the group received a 
$5,000 Placemaking Grant from Council, enabling them to 
buy materials, mulch and other necessities to get planting.

Three years and countless working bees later the garden now 
boasts rows of communal garden beds bursting with fresh 
veggies and herbs, composting bins, water tanks, a pergola 
with children’s play area, garden sheds and an orchard.

A true community-driven project, local traders have 
generously donated their services along the way, while the 
Point Nepean Men’s Shed has been a huge help with building 
works. Being a not-for-profit volunteer group, all funds are 
put back into the garden and excess produce is donated to a 
local food charity.  blairgowriecommunitygarden.org

Sorrento heading 
into the future with 
public EV charging stations

Two new public charging 
stations for electric vehicles 
are coming to Sorrento.

The 50kW chargers will 
be capable of charging a 
typical electric vehicle from 
flat to 80 per cent charge in 
approximately one hour.

You’ll find them in the Morce 
Avenue car park, just near the 
community centre and the skate 
park. They are expected to be 
ready for use by the end of April.

The chargers will operate 
as a paid service and will be 
managed by Evie Networks. 
The cost will be set by Evie 
Networks, however we’ve 
included a clause in the 
license to ensure it is on 
par with similar services.

Sorrento Community Centre
We’re working on the design for new 
toilets and showers for the Sorrento 
Community Centre together with 
local stakeholders. We want to get 
this right for the community and 
expect to have the detailed design 
by June this year.

“The garden doesn’t just grow food,” said founder 
Anne van Veen. “It also grows friendships 
and a beautiful sense of community.”
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It’s the little things 
that count. When we 
lose sight of the little 
things it increases the 
perception that any 
related big issues do 
not really matter.

When a local primary 
school asks for 
assistance with green 
bins to help encourage 

students to reduce food waste and the answer 
is no it is not our responsibility, are we really 
concerned about waste problems? It is timely to 
look at Council commitments and our progress in 
helping to reduce waste. Councillors adopted my 
recent urgent Motion allowing green waste bins in 
schools to help with their waste programs.

I would appreciate your views on open air burning, 
your local road issues, water run-off problems, 
issues affecting your amenity, walking and riding 
trails, our draft Domestic Animal Management 
Plan, the long-term viability of wildlife on the 
Peninsula, the Community and Roadside Gardens 
Policy and the forgotten actions for kids’ local bike 
pump tracks.

Lastly a storm damage review is taking place. 
Hopefully Council has learnt a lot and will be better 
prepared in the future. 

 0437 129 016    david.gill@mornpen.vic.gov.au

Red Hill

Cr David Gill

Buzz buzz buzz. 
I wonder why 
he does?
We can’t stop admiring 
our local Blue-banded Bee, 
it’s just so amazing. This 
fascinating buzz bee hovers 
and forces the flower to 
drop pollen through the 
vibration from their perfect 
wing beat frequency.

They are just one of our 
local buzz bees, which 
you can learn more about 
from Cr David Gill at his 
Back to Bees talks – 
the secret life of bees – 
plus bee navigation, 
hibernation and the history 
of bees on the Peninsula.

Protecting wildlife on our roads
Mobile electronic warning signs on our rural roads are 
continuing to prove successful in saving wildlife on 
the Peninsula. Since 2019 we have had four solar-
powered signs on selected roads, which display 
alternating messages of vehicle speed 
and a kangaroo or koala image.

We’ve worked closely with community wildlife conservation 
groups, listened to community concerns and analysed 
data to decide which roads to place the signs at in 2022.

Results since 2019 have been really positive, with a 
significant reduction in roadkill on the project roads. 
In addition, no crashes have been recorded during this 
time and drivers have slowed down.

Look out for the signs on Stanleys Road and Merricks 
Road in Merricks North and Cape Schanck Road.
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Our safer speeds trial 
In late 2019 we implemented a trial of 80km/h speed limits across 
38 Shire-managed, high risk, sealed rural roads in response to 
an increase in road trauma on the Peninsula. Since then, there 
have been no fatalities on these roads. This result, along with 
community support for the trial, strengthens our commitment 
to being a Towards Zero municipality.

We await the final results of the evaluation of the impact of the speed 
limits on fatalities and serious injuries due later this year and look 
forward to discussing next steps with the Victorian Government. 

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/saferspeeds

Noxious weeds on the Peninsula
Noxious weeds cause environmental and economic harm. 
They can smother indigenous vegetation, reduce habitat and displace 
native wildlife, harbour pest animals such as rabbits and foxes, choke 
waterways, increase fire risk and alter water and nutrient cycles.

If you need help with plant identification and weed control, please 
call our friendly natural systems team or you can download our guide. 

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/weeds 
 1300 850 600

Balnarring Community Hub
The Balnarring Community Trial Hub at the shopping centre has 
ended but activities have moved to the nearby hall while the next 
steps for these hubs in Red Hill ward are considered by Council. 
Congratulations to the Balnarring community for coming together 
and using the ‘Pop-In Hub’ for a great variety of activities, despite 
COVID-19 challenges.

Wildlife Management Plan
Council is working with the State Government and local 
stakeholders to find the best way to plan for and protect the 
long-term viability of indigenous wildlife on the Mornington Peninsula.

Local celebrations
Last month saw two fantastic community-
run events in Red Hill ward. The Red Hill 
Show is a huge rural event on our calendar 
and always pleases with favourites like 
woodchopping and bake offs, while 
Womin Djeka in Balnarring is a celebration 
honouring First Peoples cultures.

A fabulous line up of local musicians, 
food stalls, activities and workshops 
involved the whole community in a 
show of commitment to reconciliation.

50 years and 
still going strong
Westernport and Peninsula 
Protection Council (WPPC) is 
celebrating 50 years of outstanding 
advocacy for the protection of 
Western Port from damage and 
over-development.

Western Port’s wetlands are 
recognised as of international 
significance by the Ramsar 
Convention and the United Nations 
has declared it part of a biosphere 
reserve because of its unique 
biodiversity and ecosystem. 
Over the past 50 years, WPPC 
has driven research, submissions, 
publications and campaigns that 
have contributed to the protection 
of this important local area. 

 wppcinc.org
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Seawinds
We are well and truly into 2022! We had a fantastic summer season with locals and tourists 
coming out to enjoy our pristine beaches, attractions and hospitality venues across the Seawinds 
ward. With a new playground installed at Bishop Reserve Dromana, plans for a new Youth Hub 
for Rosebud and a toilet block for Safety Beach, I look forward to the roll out of capital works and 
continued advocacy for funding to help complete the priority projects that have been taking a long 
time to deliver to our community.

Enjoy the autumn season and continue to stay safe and well as we venture back out into our 
everyday work and study lifestyle and rebuild those face-to-face connections within our community. 

 0408 974 143    antonella.celi@mornpen.vic.gov.au

Seawinds ward councillors are working hard to ensure our community’s needs are kept at the 
forefront of our decision making, particularly around community safety and new projects that 
enhance our lifestyle and create inclusiveness.

Autumn on the Mornington Peninsula is a great time to get involved in outdoor activities, festivals 
and walks. Visit one of our many markets or experience our beautiful nature with a walk at Arthurs 
Seat and Seawinds Gardens or along the Bay Trail. Our community comes together on ANZAC Day 
to remember the service and sacrifice of our men, women and animals that served Australia during 
wartime and I look forward to being a part of this year’s commemoration. 

 0466 255 385    debra.mar@mornpen.vic.gov.au

Family violence is widespread on the Peninsula. In the first six months of 2021, 817 women 
reported incidents of family violence to Victoria Police across the Mornington Peninsula and 
research indicates that this is just the tip of the iceberg. The lack of crisis accommodation for 
women and children seeking refuge from domestic violence on the Peninsula only exacerbates the 
problem. Given that family violence is the single largest driver of homelessness for women and we 
face a housing crisis in this community, we cannot continue to ask “Why doesn’t she just leave?” 
when there is actually nowhere to go. As we head into elections this year, the Shire is asking for 
urgent funding for crisis accommodation and improved local support services to meet the demand. 

 0435 457 769    kerri.mccafferty@mornpen.vic.gov.au

Cr Antonella Celi

Cr Debra Mar

Cr Kerri McCafferty

In the works
Priority projects advocacy
We’re advocating for funding from state 
and federal governments for the following 
priority projects:

• Hillview Community Reserve

• Dromana Recreation Reserve 
netball courts and cricket nets

• Safety Beach foreshore reinvigoration

• Peninsula Trail 
Safety Beach to Mount Martha

• Footpath at Charles Street, Dromana.

New youth hub for Olympic Park
Young people on the southern Peninsula need a fully 
integrated youth hub to provide mental health and wellbeing 
services in one place. Council has received $5.8 million from 
both the state and federal governments to help fund the 
design and construction of this much-needed facility.

We’ve settled on Olympic Park in Rosebud as the 
new home for the Southern Peninsula Youth Hub 
and we’re working through design and consultation 
with the community and stakeholders.

Sorry for the delay
Last year we began work on the new public toilet block at the 
Safety Beach foreshore. Unfortunately, the works stopped 
when the contractor experienced unforeseen hardship issues. 
We are engaging a new contractor to finish the project and 
will let everyone know when we can get started again.

The fenced off partially demolished building is structurally 
safe as is stands and the nearby portable toilets will remain 
until the building works are finished.
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Thank you to all our seaside scavengers 
who were at McCrae foreshore, helping to 
clean up the environment. For every 10 pieces 
of litter collected, they earned a trash token to 
buy pre-loved goods at the pop-up market. 

 seasidescavenge.org

A refreshing new vibe 
for the heart of Rosebud 
Rosebud’s beloved foreshore 
precinct is set for a bright new 
future! We’re reinvigorating a 
popular section of the Rosebud 
foreshore from the Sea Scouts 
building opposite Fourth Avenue 
to the eastern side of the Bowls 
Club, which includes the Village 
Green, Memorial Hall and the 
former carnival site.

Thank you to everyone who gave 
us their feedback on the Rosebud 
Foreshore Master Plan. We’ll get 
back to the community soon with 
any amendments. We will continue 
to seek input from Traditional 
Owners for the cultural meeting 
place and revegetation. 

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/  
     rosebudforeshore

McCrae lighthouse 
unveiling 
It won’t be long until we 
peel off all the ‘wrapping 
paper’ on the McCrae 
lighthouse and reveal the 
iconic structure in all its 
glory. Look out for it soon.

Magic of the Mornington Peninsula Have you seen the glorious 
mural painted by artist Hayden Dewar on the back wall at 1073-1075 
Point Nepean Road in Rosebud? We are embedding more arts and 
culture in our streets to prevent ongoing graffiti on public property 
and engage young people and inspire our community. We hope you 
love it as much as we do!  mornpen.vic.gov.au/muralprojects

Call out for Meals on 
Wheels volunteers 
There’s lots of great reasons 
to volunteer in the community 
– but these testimonials from 
some of our wonderful Meals 
on Wheels volunteers 
sum it up perfectly.

“When we retired we wanted 
to contribute in some way to 
society and to keep active. 
Meals on Wheels provided an 
ideal forum. You develop a bond 
with your clients and often our 
2-3 minutes a day are the only 
social contact they get.” 
– Geoff and Lyn

Contact us to find out more. 
 5950 1600 
 mornpen.vic.gov.au/          

     mealsonwheels

A new playground at Dromana foreshore 
A world of new imagination is open in 
Dromana at the new George A. Bishop 
Reserve playground.

There are basket swings, shark rockers, 
turnover bars and spinners to keep the little 
kids (and big kids) entertained for hours.

We’ve also installed playground equipment 
for all abilities with wheelchair access and 
laid organic soft fall surfacing.

“I have delivered to almost every 
corner of the southern Peninsula 
and can safely say that the very 
best people prepare, pack, 
co-ordinate, roster, deliver and 
receive our meals.” – Andrea
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Watson
The Mornington Peninsula The Mornington Peninsula 
has the fourth highest has the fourth highest 
participation rate in arts and participation rate in arts and 
culture in Victoria, yet we culture in Victoria, yet we 
don’t have the infrastructure don’t have the infrastructure 
to showcase and grow this to showcase and grow this 
vital part of our economy.vital part of our economy.

Now more than ever we Now more than ever we 
need the connection that need the connection that 
a strong creative a strong creative 
community provides.community provides.

We are advocating to state and federal governments We are advocating to state and federal governments 
for $500,000 funding for a feasibility study for a new for $500,000 funding for a feasibility study for a new 
performing arts theatre on the Peninsula. We know from performing arts theatre on the Peninsula. We know from 
our community consultation for our Arts and Culture our community consultation for our Arts and Culture 
Plan that there is strong support for this.Plan that there is strong support for this.

The latest government funding for the Somerville The latest government funding for the Somerville 
to Baxter shared path is very welcome news and to Baxter shared path is very welcome news and 
means we can finally get started on this long-awaited means we can finally get started on this long-awaited 
project. It will be a wonderful asset for our community project. It will be a wonderful asset for our community 
for generations to come and will provide much for generations to come and will provide much 
enjoyment for all.enjoyment for all.

In case you missed it, I had the absolute pleasure In case you missed it, I had the absolute pleasure 
of judging the Golden Sausage Competition at the of judging the Golden Sausage Competition at the 
recent Red Hill Show. It was a gourmet delight with recent Red Hill Show. It was a gourmet delight with 
so many mouth-watering snags on offer – definitely so many mouth-watering snags on offer – definitely 
one of my more difficult judging assignments!one of my more difficult judging assignments!

 0435 457 773    0435 457 773    paul.mercurio@mornpen.vic.gov.au paul.mercurio@mornpen.vic.gov.au

In the works
Game changing 
renovations 
at Bunguyan Reserve
It’s game on at Bunguyan Reserve thanks to a 
new $1.66 million fit out of the tired and dated 
pavilion. Players, umpires and the whole 
community can now enjoy fresh, new facilities 
as the winter season gets underway. Works 
include new home and away change rooms 
and toilets, a medical room, kitchenette, 
social space and storage areas, plus new 
public toilets. It will make life for the club users 
a lot more comfortable and help encourage 
more participation in local sport.

The project was funded by Mornington 
Peninsula Shire, Sport and Recreation 
Victoria and in-kind club contribution.

Somerville – Baxter shared 
path gets green light
In a major win for local residents, a shared bicycle and 
walking path between Somerville and Baxter is set to 
become reality thanks to funding from the State and 
Federal Governments. The Victorian Government has 
recently committed $3 million from its Growing Suburbs 
Fund, which combined with a total of $4 million from the 
Federal Government, means work can soon begin on this 
‘missing link’ in our ambitious Peninsula Trail network.

The new shared path connects to the Peninsula Link Trail 
at the northern end and an existing path from Somerville 
to Balnarring via Somers at its southern end. Filling in 
this missing link means cyclists will be able to travel from 
the centre of Melbourne all the way to Balnarring without 
using roads. On the local front, it will make riding between 
our townships safer, more fun and more accessible. 

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/peninsulatrail

Cr Paul Mercurio AM
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Something for everyone at Somerville
Works are skating along on the Somerville Active Recreation Hub at 
Fruit Growers Reserve, with more good news that lighting and shade 
shelters have been added to the build. This will mean more hours the 
park can be used, especially in the winter months, plus shade during 
the hot summer days. The Hub is due to open this winter and will be a 
fantastic facility for the whole community to enjoy.

Walk and talk
Western Port’s Kindred Clubhouse 
has launched its Walk and Talk 
program, which brings together Kindred 
Clubhouse members who have lived 
experience of mental health issues and 
isolation, with community members 
who have similar concerns. It’s an 
opportunity for a cuppa and a chat 
with people who understand. 

 kindredclubhouse.org.au 
 5904 6125

Welcome to Worwong Avenue
A great step was taken on our 
reconciliation journey as we 
warmly welcomed the address 
Worwong Avenue to replace 
Blacks Camp Road in Somerville.

After public consultation in August 
2020 you showed your support for the 
renaming of Blacks Camp Road and 
Worwong Avenue was chosen as the 
preferred name.

Worwong is the traditional name for 
the area and was supported by the 
Bunurong Land Council due to the 
important cultural history of the site.

The name 'Blacks Camp' was 
a derogatory term which is 
inappropriate to the Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander community. In 
2004 an archaeological report told 
us there was four Aboriginal sites on 

Blacks Camp Road and it’s likely the 
road was named due to knowledge of 
Aboriginal peoples living in this area.

We've now achieved the removal of 
derogatory place names in the area 
after previously renaming:
• Tillerkite pre-school from 

Blacks Camp pre-school
• Beek Beek Reserve from 

Blacks Camp Reserve.

We have worked in partnership with 
the Bunurong Land Council and 
would like to thank the community 
for voting for your preferences. 
This is a positive step towards 
respect and promotion of Aboriginal 
histories and cultural heritage.

To find out more about our 
Reconciliation Action Plan visit: 

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/RAP

Our coastline
Western Port’s coastline is home to 
Victoria’s only mangrove species – 
White Mangrove (Avicennia marina) 
such as these around the beautiful 
Yaringa Boat Harbour.

“Our community really came together to show their support for 
changing these names in Somerville. It’s been wonderful to work 
collaboratively to recognise the significance of this Aboriginal land.” 
– Cr Paul Mercurio AM

Pipe dream a reality
The concrete pipe at the newly 
upgraded Barber Reserve 
playground in Somerville has 
formed the canvas for our latest 
mural. Artist James Gulliver 
Hancock worked with students 
from Somerville Primary School 
who came up with ideas for which 
native fauna to include.
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New footpath 
for Camp Hill Road 
in Somers
We’re building a new footpath in 
Somers along the western side of 
Camp Hill Road from The Boulevard 
to Sandy Point Road.

The new path will make walking and 
riding around Somers safer and more 
accessible and connect the Somers 
township to the Western Port Bay Trail.

Works have started on the southern 
part of the project – the section from 
The Boulevard to the access road at 
R.W. Stone Reserve, with construction 
expected to be completed by June.

Later this year we will start on the 
northern works – the section from R.W. 
Stone Reserve access road to Sandy 
Point Road. As we continue to plan and 
design this section, we will keep the 
community informed on the progress.

Full details of vehicle access 
disruptions, plans and the latest 
information is available on our website.

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/majorprojects

On demand bus 
service is here
After launching our Better Buses 
campaign in 2019 and continuing to 
advocate to the State Government 
for better public transport on the 
Mornington Peninsula, it is welcome 
news an on-demand bus service is 
now a reality on the southern Peninsula.

Residents of an area stretching from 
Rosebud to Safety Beach can book 
a trip from anywhere within that area 
and travel to or from Dromana Hub 
Shopping Centre, Rosebud Village 
Shopping Centre, Rosebud Hospital 
or Rosebud Plaza.

The new FlexiRide on-demand bus 
service will have no fixed route and 
will operate only when booked.

Passengers can book a trip from their 
nearest bus stop, while those with 
accessibility needs can register for 
home pickup.

Public Transport Victoria is operating 
the service as part of a 12-month trial. 
It will run from 8am – 3.45pm Monday 
to Friday and will replace the Route 787 
service between Rosebud and Safety 
Beach, as well as Route 886.

Route 787 will continue between 
Sorrento and Rosebud with an 
upgraded frequency.

It’s now up to our community to use 
the new FlexiRide service.

We encourage everyone to get on 
board and put this service to good 
use. Passenger numbers will matter 
when it comes to the evaluation of 

the trial and whether the service 
will continue after 12 months.

To book a ride, download the 
FlexiRide app or call: 

 8710 6399 
 mornpen.vic.gov.au/betterbuses
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Our Peninsula Trail boasts approximately 100km of shared 
cycling and walking trails. But there are missing pieces in our 
network that need investment in order to transform the trail 
into a world-class recreational and tourism experience.

What we are asking for:
• $50 million to complete the missing links.

Existing funding commitments:
• Council $10 million      •   Victorian Government $3 million
• Federal Government $4 million

Advocating for our future
We have developed a list of advocacy priorities based on long-term, extensive community 
feedback, for which we are advocating to State and Federal Government for financial support. 
These are projects we know will deliver real benefits and enrich quality of life for everyone. 

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/advocacy

Tapping into recycled water, via the Eastern Treatment 
Plant’s pipeline that runs across the Peninsula, would 
greatly increase our resilience to climate change, boost 
food production, protect our world-famous wine region and 
strengthen our resilience to bushfires.

What we are asking for:
• $30 million for the Tyabb-Somerville 

Recycled Water Scheme
• in principle support for the Hinterland 

Environmental Water Scheme.

The Peninsula has 10 per cent of Victoria’s coastline (192km). 
High visitation of our beaches puts pressure on our coasts. 
We need to plan to be ready for expected sea level rises as 
well as increased storms surges and intense rainfall events.

What we are asking for:
• $500,000 over three years to develop a coastal strategy
• annual funding of $100,000 for damage control
• a guarantee local piers (especially Dromana and Flinders) 

will be adequately funded and maintained into the future.

The Peninsula has poor mobile and broadband coverage in 
many areas, with numerous black spots. This poses a risk 
to emergency services communications, creates significant 
mobile network congestion during peak season and has 
ongoing impacts to business, home working and schooling.

What we are asking:
• funding to improve mobile coverage in priority townships
• funding to develop a business case for black spots 

across the Peninsula.

PENINSULA TRAIL

DIGITAL CONNECTIVITY

COASTAL MANAGEMENT

RECYCLED WATER

ARTS AND CULTURE
The Peninsula is home to a vibrant arts and culture 
sector but lacks facilities to showcase and grow 
this vital part of our economy.

What we are asking for:
• $500,000 for a feasibility study for a new performing arts 

theatre and creative arts precincts across the Peninsula.
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April
10 April

Pier to Perignon swim 
Sorrento foreshore

12 April
Briars Junior Rangers 
The Briars, Mount Martha

Little tackers make great trackers 
The Briars, Mount Martha

15 April
Blairgowrie Yacht Squadron 
Easter Art Show 
Blairgowrie Yacht Squadron

16 April
Hot Sauce mobile disco 
with Carl Cox 
Village Green, Rosebud

Sourdough breadmaking workshop 
Eco Living Display Centre, The Briars

17 April
Flinders Motoring Heritage 
Corner of Cook and  
Norman Streets, Flinders

18 April
Mount Martha South Beach Market 
Mount Martha Parade Lawns

Red Hill Easter Egg Hunt 
Red Hill Recreation Reserve

19 April
Tinkerbell and the Dream Fairies 
The Briars, Mount Martha

20 April
Nest box monitoring 
family walk and talk 
The Briars, Mount Martha

20 April
Create a lizard lounge 
Eco Living Display Centre, The Briars

21 April – 1 May
Drift Arts Festival 
Various locations 

 driftartsfestival.com.au

23 April
Briars After Dark 
wildlife walk and talk 
The Briars, Mount Martha

Western Port Craft Expo 
Hastings Community Hub

25 April
ANZAC Day services
• Balnarring: ANZAC Park 

• Crib Point Cenotaph

• Dromana: The Peninsula Club

• Flinders War Memorial

• Hastings Foreshore

• Mornington Memorial Park

• Mount Eliza: Remembrance 
Garden Cenotaph

• Red Hill Community Park

• Rosebud RSL

• Rye RSL

• Somerville: Fruit Growers Reserve

• Sorrento Foreshore War Memorial

• Tyabb Central Reserve

May
1 May

Mornington Running Festival 
Mornington Park

Mornington Wedding Expo 
Mornington Racecourse

7 May
Composting and worm farm 
workshop 
Eco Living Display Centre, The Briars

11 May
Cr Sarah Race community catch up 
Le Capucin, Portsea

27 May
Melbourne Coastrek 
Rye, Sorrento, Blairgowrie, Portsea

June
4 June

Introduction to permaculture 
Eco Living Display Centre, The Briars

11 June
Winter Wine Weekend 
Red Hill Recreation Reserve

13 June
Mount Martha South Beach Market 
Mount Martha Parade Lawn

15 June
Cr Sarah Race community catch up 
Rye Hotel

What’s on For an up-to-date list of all events 
 mornpen.vic.gov.au/events


