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We recently celebrated International 
Women’s Day – a time for celebrating 
the achievements of women and girls 
in our workplace and community.

The UN theme for this year is women 
in leadership, which is an issue very 
close to my heart. A guiding thought 
in my decision making to stand for 
Council and subsequently Mayor, 
was that I wanted to be a role model 
for the kids I teach. I thought:  
“She can’t be what she can’t see”. 
I say to all women – please don’t 
underestimate the impact you can 
have in the world.
Cultural change is not something the 
Shire can do alone. It is a task we 

must all embrace together – 
women and men. International 
Women’s Day reminds us of the 
important work still to be done to 
further the cause of gender equality. 
As a community, we cannot fully 
realise our potential until we have 
a culture that respects women and 
does not place any gender-based 
barriers to their achievement. 

This year the Shire and our 
community are embarking on  
a shared journey to create a 
community vision for the Peninsula. 
We want you to shape the future 
of the Mornington Peninsula – stay 
tuned for more information on how 
you can be involved.

While we look to the future, we are 
also focusing intently on community 
recovery from COVID-19, which has 
had severe health, economic and 
social impacts on our community. 
The Shire continues to put measures 
in place to support our recovery.

Councillor Despi O’Connor, Mayor 
Mornington Peninsula Shire 

 despi.oconnor@mornpen.vic.gov.au 
 5950 1428
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Visit us
Our customer service centres are open again,  
but with limited services on site. 
For details:  mornpen.vic.gov.au/contactus
Rosebud  90 Besgrove Street 
Mornington  2 Queen Street 
Hastings  21 Marine Parade 
Somerville  1085 Frankston-Flinders Road
Talk to us 

 5950 1000 or 1300 850 600 
 customerservice@mornpen.vic.gov.au 
 peninsulawide@mornpen.vic.gov.au
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Mornington Peninsula Shire 
acknowledges and pays respect 
to the Bunurong/Boon Wurrung 
people, the traditional custodians 
of these lands and waters.

Information in this publication is correct at the time of 
printing. Changes to COVID-19 restriction levels and 
public health advice may cause changes to Shire 
services, programs and events. Please check our 
website:  mornpen.vic.gov.au/coronavirus



“I realised I wasn’t alone and 
there is in fact a huge global 
network of incredibly driven 
and smart people who are 
dedicating their lives to solving 
these problems.” 
– Rachel Coffey

1 Million Women and counting
The Mornington Peninsula is a place 
of unique natural beauty. From the 
marine sanctuaries of Western Port 
and Port Phillip to the temperate  
forest of our hinterland; wetlands  
and foreshore reserves; our  
birdlife and our biodiversity.

Key to protecting our environment, 
both close to home and across the 
globe, and tackling the effects of 
climate change is reducing our  
carbon footprint. The Shire has 
committed to a goal of net zero 
carbon emissions by 2040 and is 
asking the community to come on a 
shared journey towards that goal.

Which is why we partner with 
organisations like 1 Million Women – 
which aims to empower and educate 
women and girls around the world on 
how they can act on climate change 
through the way they live.

1 Million Women has developed 
an app that gives users the tools 
to cut carbon pollution in key 
areas of your everyday life – home 
energy savings and clean energy 
options; minimising food waste; 
reducing overconsumption; investing 
and divesting your money wisely; 
sustainable fashion; low-impact  
travel and much more.

Launched in 2009, 1 Million Women 
is now a movement of more than 
950,000 women and girls, including 
Red Hill local Rachel Coffey.

“I had the great privilege of growing 
up on the Peninsula, with access to 
clean air, drinking water and fresh 
local food,” said Rachel, when asked 
how living on the Peninsula influenced 
her relationship with the environment.

“We’re on rainwater in Red Hill, so 
from a young age I was aware that 
these commodities are finite, 
precious and need protection. 

“Frequent walks in Greens Bush 
continue to be a constant reminder 

that we are part of nature and that 
our livelihoods, quality of life and 
very survival are contingent on our 
protection of wild places.”

Initially, like many, Rachel was 
overwhelmed by the scale of  
our climate emergency and the 
changes that need to happen.

“I’ve really learned there are two good 
antidotes to climate anxiety: climate 
action and finding community,” said 
Rachel. “1 Million Women helps with 
both of those things.”

 1millionwomen.com.au 
 mornpen.vic.gov.au/

climateemergency

our place

Enjoy a walk in idyllic Greens Bush. 
People who spend more time in nature 
are more likely to act for nature.
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No charge green waste event  
Friday 30 April – Sunday 2 May!

our place

Be rewarded: protect habitat
You may be surprised to know the majority of the 
Peninsula’s crucial native habitat is found on private 
property. To encourage conservation, the Shire is 
offering a rates discount to landholders who choose 
to permanently protect native vegetation on their own 
properties with a Trust for Nature covenant. This is a 
permanent, legally binding agreement placed on a 
property’s title to ensure the land is protected forever. 
The Shire’s Trust for Nature rate gives landholders 
a discount of 65 per cent on their rates for the area 
of land covenanted. We recognise a Trust for Nature 
covenant is not for everyone, so we also support 
landholders undertaking biodiversity conservation 
works on their property through our Conservation Land 
Rate. Under this program, approved applicants receive 
a 25 per cent discount on their rates.  

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/trustfornature 
 mornpen.vic.gov.au/conservationlandrate

Good time for gardening
Tidy up your garden and dispose of your green waste free 
of charge at any of our three Resource Recovery Centres 
at Rye, Tyabb or Mornington during our no charge green 
waste event. You must be a Shire resident or ratepayer and 
deliver the green waste from a residential vehicle or trailer.
• Bring proof of residency
• Green waste  

includes all types of 
garden waste and 
untreated timber

• Please expect delays 
during these three days

• No commercial vehicles 
or commercial green 
waste accepted

• Mornington can only 
accept up to three  
cubic metres of green 
waste per trip

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/greenwaste

Let there be LED light
Mornington Peninsula Shire is a step closer  
to achieving its goal of carbon neutrality since installing 
LED light fittings in Shire buildings across the Peninsula. 

We estimate this will save roughly 200 tonnes of CO2 
equivalent each year – about the same as the amount of 
carbon sequestered by 261 acres of forest – while also 
reducing energy and maintenance bills. In all, more than 
1720 individual light fittings were upgraded in 107 Shire 
buildings such as toilet blocks, community halls, offices 
and information centres, as well as sporting grounds,  
car parks and residential streets.

Yawa foundation memberships on sale
Together with Belgravia Leisure, we are very excited to let you know foundation memberships for Yawa are now on sale, 
including $0 joining fee, free locker access and exclusive merchandise. Become part of the Yawa community with access 
to our new state of the art facility - there are memberships to suit all health and wellness goals. Enrolments for swimming 
lessons are also open but filling fast. To find out more and see which membership option suits you, visit:  yawa.com.au

OPENING 
MID YEAR
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New! First year pet registrations are now free. The pet must be 
microchipped and registered within eight weeks of taking ownership 
or moving to the Mornington Peninsula Shire. Animals adopted from 
the Community Animal Shelter will also be registered free of charge.

Are you getting your recycling right?
Don't bag your recyclables 
Free your items! Pop them loose 
in the recycling bin

Food waste 
Compost or use up your  
leftovers. Rinse your plastic  
and glass containers

Garden waste 
Pop it in a green waste bin,  
compost or take it to the tip

Household rubbish 
Put in general rubbish bin 

Soft, scrunchable plastics 
Take it to your local  
supermarket for recycling

TextilesRepurpose,  
donate or if it is not salvageable  
put it in the general rubbish bin

PolystyreneStraight in the  
general rubbish bin

our place

Pet registrations due by 10 April
Don’t forget your furry friend needs to be registered with the Shire by 10 April 
every year. It’s $50 per year to register a desexed dog or cat, with discounts 
for eligible pension card holders. Now is also a great opportunity to tell us if 
anything has changed, such as your address, contact details or if your pet 
no longer lives with you or is deceased.  

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/petregistration  
 mornpen.vic.gov.au/animalchanges

What happens to items in your recycling bin?
Our recycling goes to Polytrade in Dandenong South to be sorted,  
baled and sent to manufacturers to be made into new products! 

Unfortunately, the Peninsula’s recycling contamination rate is five  
per cent higher than Victoria’s average. Let’s do something about  
this and let’s get it right! Contaminated bins cost the Shire  
approximately $600,000 per year.

Not sure what can be recycled? Check out our recycling guide:  
 mornpen.vic.gov.au/wasteguide

Food waste collection is nearly here
We know you’ve been waiting for 
it! From July this year, if you’ve got 
a green waste bin, you’ll be able to 
put your food waste into it as well 
as your garden waste.

The reason we’re doing this is 
because when organic waste 
such as food is sent to landfill, 
it undergoes a decomposition 
process that produces methane. 

Methane is a greenhouse gas  
that is 25 times stronger than 
carbon dioxide.

Our green and food waste will 
be turned into commercial grade 
compost for Australian farmers,  
which is much better for the 
environment.

To help with composting the food 
waste, certified compostable liners 
will be given to households with  
a green waste bin. You will also be 
able to order a free kitchen bench 
bin to use. 

Green waste bins can be ordered 
for an annual fee of $135. 

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/foodwaste

Free your 
recycled  

items! Don’t 

put them in a 

plastic bag.
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Thinking of volunteering? 
Join a friends group
With many of us enjoying spending more time in nature this past 
year getting to know our local bushland and foreshore reserves, 
there’s never been a better time to join a local friends group.

These volunteer groups look after and maintain our reserves, 
which is vital for the health of our natural environment. It’s a 
perfect way to get outside, meet new people and give back to 
the community. Our groups cater for most abilities and provide 
opportunities to develop new skills and knowledge. 
Find out more at:  mornpen.vic.gov.au/friendsgroups

If the outdoors is not for you, there are many different 
volunteering roles available on the Peninsula. If you have 
some extra time to spare and maybe a particular interest,  
we can help connect you with an organisation that needs you. 
Drop in to one of our Volunteering Information Hubs at 
Mornington Community Information and Support Centre 
or Westernport Community Support, or you can search for 
opportunities online.  volmornpen.vic.gov.au

our wellbeing

Making Aboriginal art 
a part of everyday life
Have you spotted an Aboriginal artwork on one of 
the nbn cabinets in your township? In a celebration 
of Aboriginal art and our First Peoples culture 
and stories, Mornington Peninsula Shire has 
collaborated with NBN Co and six local Aboriginal 
groups, including the Bunurong Land Council, on 
a project to wrap 16 nbn nodes with Aboriginal 
artwork across the Peninsula.

The artworks are located in Rosebud, Dromana, 
e, Mornington, Sorrento, Tootgarook, Hastings, 
Balnarring, Mount Eliza, Tyabb, Somerville, Flinders and 
Red Hill – enjoy their beauty and the stories they tell. 

 artsandculture.mornpen.vic.gov.au

Let’s make our gardens buzz with life
The people of the Peninsula have voted for a mascot  
to represent our Gardens for Wildlife program and the  
Blue-Banded Bee buzzed its way to the top spot in our 
recent poll. The Blue-Banded Bee gets its name from the 
striking metallic turquoise bands running across its golden 
and white fluffy body.

This little creature is a big help in your veggie garden.  
It performs a particular type of pollination known as ‘buzz 
pollination’ or sonication where it grabs onto the flower and 
shakes its body rapidly. Certain plants will only release their 
pollen when ‘buzzed’ this way, including tomatoes.

To attract the Blue-Banded Bee, you can plant 
Brachyscome, Flax lily, Hardenbergia, Hibbertia and  
native rosemary in your garden. Some herbs and 
vegetables they are known to frequent are lavender, 
borage, chilli, lemon balm, sage, thyme and tomatoes.
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I’m proud to be Mayor in a  
majority female Council, with a  
female deputy by my side, and  
hope this video for International  
Women’s Day can help create an  
inclusive world of positive, equal  
and respectful relationships. 
Let’s all choose to challenge.  
– Mayor Cr Despi O’Connor

our wellbeing

Challenging outdated 
stereotypes
If you missed our free webinar  
with AFL footballer Josh Kennedy, 
you can watch it online. 

It’s perfect for parents, teachers, 
sports coaches and anyone who 
cares about the health and wellbeing 
of young boys in our community. 

Learn how to engage and empower 
men and boys to face the pressure 
of living up to outdated rules of 
manhood as Josh shares his 
experiences as a dad, husband,  
son and AFL footballer. 

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/creatingchange

Get library  
books delivered  
to your door
Did you know our libraries now 
offer a free delivery service?

As a library member, you can call 
a library branch or go online to 
choose a title to be delivered to 
your door – free of charge.

If you are unsure which titles to 
choose, we can deliver a ‘book 
bundle’ – a selection of materials 
based on your loan history. 

 ourlibrary.mornpen.vic.gov.au

Mental health 
first aid training
Mornington Peninsula Shire is 
providing free mental health first 
aid training to anyone working, 
volunteering with or caring for 
young people on the Peninsula.

The course will teach adults how 
to help adolescents who are 
developing a mental illness, or 
experiencing a worsening of an 
existing mental health problem 
or crisis, until appropriate 
professional advice is received or 
the crisis is resolved. Learn about 
adolescent development, and 
signs and symptoms of mental 
health problems in young people 
and how to respond. 

Two-day courses run throughout 
the year. For course dates, further 
information and to register:  

 5975 3114 
 cmhfa@mornpen.vic.gov.au

Local artists shine over summer
It was a delight to see the Peninsula’s creative community 
back out in the sunshine this summer as the Shire hosted 
performances on our local streets, helping support our 
artists after a tough year. The Mornington Summer of Music 
gave a festival atmosphere to Main Street, featuring more 
than 150 live music performances over six weeks, while 
Rosebud hosted a pop-up space for regular live music 
performances that captivated the crowds.

Colourful, eye-catching chalk drawings by local artist  
Tyson Savannah adorned the streets in Mornington and 
Rosebud; Brightside Art created live murals; and the 
Peninsula Writers Club provided inspiration with short, 
sharp six-word flash fiction that was handily inscribed  
on footpaths by local artist Jackie Green.

International Women’s Day 
– women in leadership
March 8 was International Women’s Day and Mornington Peninsula Shire hosted 
an online panel discussion on this year’s UN theme: women in leadership. The 
panel was led by award winning broadcaster, journalist, producer and author 
Tracee Hutchison as she showcased the experiences, thoughts and learning of 
four diverse local women: local Australia Day awards young citizen of the year, 
Phoebe McShane; Willum Warrain executive officer Taneisha Webster; Dr Linda 
Henderson, a senior lecturer in Early Years at Monash University; and Ketiah 
Fischer, head coach of junior development programs at the Mornington District 
Basketball Association. To watch the video visit: 

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/iwd



8  PENINSULA WIDE   Autumn 2021

Fast Facts

150
free extended 
outdoor dining 
permits issued

6,766
participants in 
187 online library 
programs

$476k in COVID 
recovery grants

3,000+ care packages 
delivered

$320m of investment-
ready projects

$23k
to strengthen 
volunteering 
services

1,250 grant opportunities 
on funding finder

150+
live street music 
performances over 
summer

30,945
hours of in-home 
care over three 
months

our prosperity

Extended outdoor dining 
The Shire has issued more than 150 
free permits to local businesses to 
extend their outdoor dining areas, 
providing more space for additional 
customers while still adhering to social 
distancing requirements.

Parklets have sprung up in 17 
townships across the Peninsula,  
while the temporary closure of a 
section of Main Street, Mornington,  
to vehicles proved successful for 
traders and was enjoyed by the public. 

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/outdoordining

Care packages 
Our Caring for the Community 
program has delivered more 
than 3,000 care packages to our 
most vulnerable and isolated 
community members.

Investment ready projects 
We’re preparing more than $320 
million worth of ‘investment-ready’ 
projects for potential government 
funding initiatives and advocating for 
investment in these projects, including 
better public transport, road safety 
and recycled water.

Supporting 
business and 
our community 
during COVID-19
We know 2020 was a very tough 
year for our community and 
local businesses, and that 2021 
presents many uncertainties.

Our entire organisation is 
focussed on providing the 
best services and programs to 
support everyone through these 
times. Here’s a snapshot of 
some of our support measures:

COVID recovery grants – $476,000 
We’ve rolled out a series of grants 
to help businesses and community 
recover from the effects of the 
pandemic, including quick response 
relief grants, business association 
recovery grants, community recovery 
grants, community charitable trust 
grants and Biolink support grants. 

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/grants

Financial relief 
The Shire has extended its hardship 
policy and reduced, waived or 
deferred many fees and charges, 
such as registration fees for food and 
health businesses and licence fees for 
non-commercial sporting clubs.

Business support services 
We engage with local businesses and 
provide information and services to 
support them, including: business 
workshops; a mentoring service; a 
funding finder providing access to 
more than 1,250 grant opportunities; 
a new local business directory Shop 
Local; and business e-bulletins. 

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/businessinfo

Our libraries 
Our libraries have adapted to 
restrictions with Click and Collect and 
home delivery services, plus a huge 
selection of online programs. 

 ourlibrary.mornpen.vic.gov.au

Health and wellbeing 
In addition to expanding and adapting 
our many community services, the 
Shire has introduced more free mental 
health first aid training and increased 
funding to support volunteer 
organisations and welfare agencies.

Support Local campaign 
We’re running a major social and print 
media campaign, encouraging people 
to support local businesses. 
Think. Spend. Recommend. 

 mpbusiness.com.au/supportlocal

Arts and culture 
We’re working with artists and 
event organisers to plan a series of 
experiences in 2021 – such as music 
events, exhibitions, markets and 
family programs. 

 artsandculture.mornpen.vic.gov.au
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Have your say: our draft budget
Mornington Peninsula Shire’s Proposed Budget 
2021–22 is on public exhibition from Thursday 1 April 
until 5pm Thursday 29 April.

We’ve worked with our community to develop the 
Budget and have listened to your submissions to fund 
the projects and services that meet your needs and 
expectations, while still being financially responsible. 
We now encourage your comments on the draft version 
to help us guide the direction of the Peninsula’s future. 

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/budget

Budget briefings open to the public:
12 May 5.30pm community hearing:  
verbal presentations of budget submissions

8 June 6.30pm open briefing: budget wrap-up session

22 June 6.30pm special Council meeting:  
budget adoption

For more information about the budget process  
please contact the Shire’s finance team. 

 budget@mornpen.vic.gov.au 
 1300 850 600

Invest in our future
One of the ways the Shire is tackling climate change is by 
offering Environmental Upgrade Finance (EUF) to local 
business owners. EUF offers business owners a long-term 
loan to make upgrades to improve energy, waste or water 
efficiency or increase renewable energy generated on site.

In fact, the 100th EUF agreement in Victoria was signed on 
the Mornington Peninsula in December at Binbarra Farm in 
Main Ridge. They installed a solar system and battery wall, 
which will significantly reduce their electricity use and save 
an estimated 21 tonnes of CO2 annually.

They’ve joined a list of Peninsula businesses such as 
Boneo Maze, Crittenden Estate, Rye Hotel and Flinders 
General Store in taking up the offer. To find out if an EUF 
agreement might work for your business visit:  

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/enviro-upgrades

The Briars launches new Food for Change project
The Briars has long been a place 
for the community to connect with 
nature, heritage and wildlife. As part 
of the exciting new future outlined in 
The Briars Master Plan, it has now 
launched a project together with 
Food for Change to provide fresh 
produce to struggling families on 
the Peninsula.

Food for Change will use an area 
in the new Green Dreaming precinct 
at The Briars where they will grow 
and distribute fresh fruit, herbs 
and vegetables to families 
across the Peninsula.

They will also connect with local 
growers and rescue food from 
local supermarkets to go to 
Mornington Peninsula emergency 
relief providers, giving our most 
vulnerable communities access  
to a greater range of healthy food.

The Shire is committed to 
encouraging healthy eating and 
strengthening our local food 
production and is also working with 
The Community Plate to educate 
and inspire our community and 
ensure we are all connected to food 
that is local, healthy and abundant.

On the Mornington Peninsula

The ratio of healthy to 
unhealthy food outlets

The number of us who 
aren’t meeting vegetable 
consumption guidelines

The number of us who 
are overweight or obese

The number of us who eat 
takeaway at least three 
times a week

 foodforchange.org.au 
 communityplate.org,au

10%

50%

96%

1:3

Owner Vanessa Wootton at Binbarra FarmOwner Vanessa Wootton at Binbarra Farm
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Briars

There is a lot happening in Briars ward with our community services back in full swing 
and construction continuing on projects such as the new toilet block at Mitchell Street 
in Mornington, footpaths and drainage works. Thank you to the hundreds of community 
members who turned out for the MY Mount Eliza Run and Fun Festival in March. This 
incredible cause has raised more than $210,000 in the past four years for myeloma research 
and support. Volunteers at the Mornington Botanical Rose Garden are also doing a great 
job getting the plants back in shape after COVID restrictions – if you are interested  
in helping please give them a call. 

 0435 610 745    anthony.marsh@mornpen.vic.gov.au

I’m excited the new Mornington Community House is opening very soon. This $4.9 million 
redevelopment will be a fantastic asset to our community – providing a place to meet, 
share, learn and connect. I also recently attended the opening of a new Fusion op shop 
in Mornington. The Shire has been supporting Fusion for more than 30 years in their 
provision of youth accommodation, education, mentoring, advocacy and other services 
for vulnerable youth. Homelessness on the Peninsula is a growing issue that we need to 
address. Our proposed budget is also on exhibition until 29 April. It’s your chance to let  
us know what things are important to you and help shape the future of the Peninsula. 

 0435 569 710    despi.oconnor@mornpen.vic.gov.au

Since the election in October, I’ve had the pleasure to meet and speak with many residents 
and community groups to hear about your priorities for our community. I think it’s important 
that our Shire’s agenda wholly reflects the needs of our community and your vision for the 
future. As we head into a busy election cycle, I look forward to embarking on an advocacy 
campaign to ensure our townships receive the attention they deserve. Personal views aside, 
if the State Government continues to classify us as metropolitan, then it’s reasonable to 
expect a level of infrastructure funding commensurate with that classification.  
There’s a lot of work to be done – please continue to filter your ideas through! 

 0410 905 085    steve.holland@mornpen.vic.gov.auCr Steve Holland

Cr Anthony Marsh

Mayor  
Cr Despi O’Connor

In the works
Drainage – keeping  
our community healthy  
While storm water drainage may not sound that exciting, 
this infrastructure is critical to our community. Poorly 
managed stormwater can lead to pollution, erosion, 
flooding and other environmental and health issues. 
We’ve recently finished building a new underground 
stormwater drainage line on Cook Street in Mornington, 
which will help stop flooding from storm events in 
Mornington Primary School and homes on Barkly Street. 
The overall project cost was $114,000.

Paving the way on Harrap Road 
One of our priority projects is to build a 1km footpath 
along the full length of Harrap Road in Mount Martha. 
Great news is we’ve received $600,000 in funding from 
the State Government. We’re currently designing the 
plans and getting the appropriate approvals.
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Looking for a park?
We’re trialling a new smart parking  
approach to reduce congestion in and 
around Mornington. The idea is an  
electronic sign near Alexandra Park will 
tell drivers how many parking spaces are 
available on Main Street between Cromwell 
and Barkly Streets. If Main Street is full, 
drivers can then choose to turn left into 
Cromwell Street or right onto the Eastern 
Ring Road to look for other parking. The 100 
in ground sensors will also help us evaluate 
the effect of the recent street closure on 
parking and how smart parking can reduce 
the time it takes to find a parking spot.

P is for parklet 
Parklets became another new word in our COVID 
dictionary, as new outdoor dining areas temporarily moved 
into car parking spaces in Mount Eliza and Mount Martha. 
We know this added some extra pressure onto already 
stretched parking availability, but we had to weigh this 
against the much-needed boost to our local restaurants 
and cafes and the need for COVID-safe conditions over our 
busy summer. Due to popular demand, the trial has been 
extended until 30 April, and we’ll listen to your feedback on 
whether you’d like to see them again next summer.

Thank you for caring 
Three amazing people in Briars ward 
have been recognised for their important 
contribution to the community. Year 12 
student Phoebe McShane – founder of 
the Ausome Hoops basketball program 
for children with autism - was announced 
Young Citizen of the Year at the Australia 
Day local awards; Michael Wunderly was 
given the Lifetime Achievement award; 
and Mount Martha local Tamsin was one 
of 31 young winners of the ABC Takeover 
Melbourne storytelling competition.

Marvellous Main Street
Main Street Mornington was abuzz with activity over our 
COVID-safe summer as visitors and locals alike enjoyed 
the atmosphere and space created by temporarily closing 
a section of the street to traffic. Traders were able to 
embrace additional space for outdoor dining and retail, while 
customers could relax in a safer, less crowded environment. 
We saw people using Main Street like never before – kids 
playing, families with prams strolling down the middle of 
the street and diners relaxing in new outdoor areas. We 
did a quick survey of a few hundred people about what 
they thought of the street closure and the response was 
really positive. Council would also like to thank Mornington 
businesses for the way they embraced the temporary closure 
of Main Street to traffic. The enthusiasm and effort shown by 
businesses in making the best of the opportunity was great 
to see. We will continue to listen to feedback from business 
and residents as we evaluate plans for next summer.

The best time to plant a tree 
There’s a Chinese proverb 
that says: ‘The best time to 
plant a tree was 20 years 
ago. The second-best time 
is now.’ With this in mind 
why not visit our fantastic 
nursery at The Briars and buy 
a beautiful native tree for your 
garden. Our nursery staff are 
more than happy to help you 
find something that will suit 
your garden and needs. 

Here are some great  
reasons to get planting now:
• Trees clean the air  

we breathe.

• Trees store carbon and  
fight climate change.

• Trees stabilise the soil  
and prevent soil erosion 
and rainwater runoff.

• Trees provide important 
wildlife habitat.

• Trees provide  
energy-saving shade.

• Trees are beautiful!
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Over the past few  
months as your councillor 
I have been amazed 
by the dedication and 
commitment of our 
community to protecting 
and enhancing our way of 
life here in Cerberus ward. 

It is wonderful to speak 
with so many people who 
want to contribute to the 

health and wellbeing of our community; who volunteer 
their time and resources; and who look out for their 
neighbours – near and far.

I’ve been listening to your concerns, including the 
pending adoption of the Crib Point Township Plan. 
Council has agreed to delay the adoption for two 
months until after we have heard the recommendations 
from the Minister for Planning regarding the AGL  
Crib Point Gas Inquiry and Advisory Committee.  
We will return to the community for further  
consultation at that time.

The Shire is united with the community in its  
opposition to the AGL proposal for an industrial  
gas plant at Crib Point and will continue to fight  
for our collective voice to be heard.

 0435 630 007    lisa.dixon@mornpen.vic.gov.au

Cr Lisa Dixon
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Cerberus

In the works
Modular sports 
pavilion has landed 
at Tuerong
RM Hooper Reserve in Tuerong is the 
proud home of the Peninsula’s first 
modular sports pavilion. Jointly funded 
by the Federal Government, Sport 
and Recreation Victoria and the Shire, 
the pavilion has new change rooms 
– including female change rooms, 
amenities, medical room, kitchenette, 
meeting room, storage area and 
accessible public toilet facilities.

The community can enjoy the  
pavilion just in time for the  
winter sports season.

Improving safety on Bentons Road 
The third and final stage of the Bentons 
Road upgrade in Moorooduc – one of 
the Peninsula’s significant east-west 
road corridors – will soon be complete.

As part of the Federal Government’s 
Roads to Recovery funding program, 
the final stage improves the section of 
Bentons Road between Moorooduc 
Highway and Derril Road. 

Learning for life 
The Mornington Peninsula Foundation, with the support 
of the Shire, is funding ground-breaking work to 
improve literacy and numeracy across primary schools 
in Hastings and Crib Point. A team of inspirational 
local school principals and their staff are driving the 
‘No Limits’ program that focuses on oral language 
and reading for children aged four to eight, while the 
Learning Guarantee program addresses low rates of 
readiness for secondary school in children in upper 
primary. We’re proud to be assisting such important 
work in the community.

Volunteering for Western Port 
As restrictions have eased and our many community 
organisations are getting back on their feet, we’re putting 
out the call for volunteers for our Western Port Tourist 
and Visitor Information Centre and the Hastings Historical 
Society. It’s a chance to meet new people, get out in the 
community and learn something new. IT skills are always 
welcome, so if there are any high school students with an 
interest in tourism or history please get in touch.

Hastings Historical Society  hwphs@outlook.com 
Western Port Tourism  enquiry@visitwesternport.com.au
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The community is demanding 
to be heard. We do not want 
this gas plant. 
– Mayor Cr Despi O’Connor

Community unites to save Western Port Bay
The Mornington Peninsula Shire’s Council, together with a coalition of 28 
community organisations and local businesses, has delivered an open letter 
and video to Planning Minister Richard Wynne, expressing fervent opposition 
to plans by AGL to locate an industrial gas plant at Crib Point and build a 
55km pipeline through the heart of prime natural habitat and farmland.  
The letter and video urge the Minister to reject the plan.

An open letter was also delivered to the board of AGL, detailing a raft of 
concerns about the threats posed by the gas plant to the iconic marine  
and coastal environment and to the amenity of nearby townships.  
Council’s strong opposition to the gas project reflects widespread 
community concern about its potential impacts on the environment,  
climate change, local amenity and indigenous cultural heritage.

To watch the video and read the open letter visit:  mornpen.vic.gov.au/agl 

Crib Point – 
a community that cares
It’s people who make a community, 
and Crib Point has received some very 
special recognition for its community 
members at the Shire’s Australia Day 
local awards. Julie Saunders, who 
featured in a story in our winter edition 
of Peninsula Wide, was awarded 
Citizen of the Year, while the Crib 
Point High Tea, led by Mary Budd at 
the Crib Point Community House, won 
Community Event of the Year.

During lockdown last year, Julie and 
a group of dedicated volunteers 
cooked, packed and home delivered 
1,200 three-course meals to mainly 
older residents in need in the 
Crib Point area. Julie is also an IP 
(Independent Person) who assists 
young offenders who have been 
arrested by sitting with them during 
their police interview.

COVID lockdown also changed the 
Crib Point Community House’s plans 
for their annual seniors’ high tea, 
inspiring them to organise a ‘high tea 
at home’ virtual event. They made 184 
goodie bags with everything needed 
to have a high tea at home with a 
loved one or friend. These were hand 
delivered by volunteers, bringing 
much joy and appreciation.

Crib Point seniors pavilion 
Construction on the Crib Point senior 
sports pavilion is progressing well, 
with the roof and wall framing in 
place and electrical and plumbing 
services getting started. The works 
will consolidate the home, away 
and umpire change rooms in the 
main pavilion, as well as public toilet 
facilities. The updated pavilion should 
be ready to go by the end of May.

Hastings High Street works 
Another milestone has been 
achieved in Hastings with stage 
four of the High Street streetscape 
upgrades from Queen Street 
to Victoria Street now finished. 
There are widened footpaths, new 
street trees, indented parking and 
outdoor sitting areas. Two new 
pedestrian crossings will also be 
installed in Victoria Street in the 
coming months.
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The year is flying by and The year is flying by and 
we’re well into autumn! we’re well into autumn! 

It has been wonderful to It has been wonderful to 
be out and about, meeting be out and about, meeting 
people, hearing your stories people, hearing your stories 
and listening to what you and listening to what you 
think should be happening think should be happening 
in Nepean ward. in Nepean ward. 

Please keep the feedback Please keep the feedback 
coming and if possible  coming and if possible  
join me for a coffee catch up join me for a coffee catch up 

or at Council’s Rosebud office.or at Council’s Rosebud office.

During winter I will also be visiting our local netball  During winter I will also be visiting our local netball  
and football matches and checking in on the wellbeing  and football matches and checking in on the wellbeing  
of our community. Local sporting clubs are so important of our community. Local sporting clubs are so important 
to our community – they connect us socially; they lift to our community – they connect us socially; they lift 
people up and they harness the power of sport to  people up and they harness the power of sport to  
create positive change. create positive change. 

I hope we can support them and their members as  I hope we can support them and their members as  
they re-emerge from COVID restrictions and get back  they re-emerge from COVID restrictions and get back  
out on the courts and footy ovals.out on the courts and footy ovals.

Our proposed budget is currently on exhibition and Our proposed budget is currently on exhibition and 
I encourage everyone to have their say on what is I encourage everyone to have their say on what is 
important to you. You can make a difference.important to you. You can make a difference.

 0466 237 655    0466 237 655    sarah.race@mornpen.vic.gov.au sarah.race@mornpen.vic.gov.au
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Deputy Mayor 
Cr Sarah Race

Nepean

In the works
Plastic beneath our feet
The much-anticipated $800,000 road 
upgrade at Wilkinson Street and 
Carmichael Street in Tootgarook is 
being constructed with Plastiphalt – 
an asphalt product using recycled 
waste plastic. Not to be outdone, the 
new footpath there includes five per 
cent Polyrok, which is also made  
from recycled plastic.

With 340 tonnes of asphalt being laid, 
the road will contain approximately 
1,200kg of plastic or 430,000 plastic 
bags. This innovative use of materials 
reduces the Shire’s dependence on 
the use of materials quarried from 
environmentally sensitive places.

By replacing five per cent of the rock 
used in the concrete with recycled 
plastic, we’re reducing the energy 
required to build the footpath, as well 
as diverting 700kg (175,000 plastic 
packages) of plastic from landfill.

It makes economic, environmental 
and social sense!

The road upgrade of Wilkinson Street 
and Carmichael Street will also see 
the rehabilitation and upgrade of the 
existing roadways; formalisation of  
on-street parking areas near 
Tootgarook Primary School;  
and installation of drainage.

Nepean ward coffee  
community chats
Your Nepean ward councillor Sarah Race warmly  
welcomes you to drop in for a coffee and a chat at our  
new community catch-ups. It’s an opportunity to ask  
your councillor questions and discuss local issues. 

Blairgowrie 
Monday 19 April, 10-11am 
Panda (2871 Point Nepean Road, Blairgowrie) 

Sorrento 
Monday 24 May, 10-11am 
The Boss’s Daughter (174 Ocean Beach Road, Sorrento) 

Portsea  
Monday 21 June, 10-11am 
Le Capucin (Shop 1/3770 Point Nepean Road, Portsea) 

Councillor Race is also available on Mondays between 
11am and 2pm to meet with residents at the Council office 
in Rosebud by appointment through Councillor Support: 

  5950 1000

Cr Sarah Race at an International Women’s Day  
story time at Rosebud Library.
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Sorrento art show The annual Rotary Club of Sorrento Arts and 
Crafts Show was held on the long weekend of 6-8 March at the 
Sorrento Community Centre. Visitors were treated to a display of oils, 
watercolours, acrylics and inks in a diverse exhibition of unique works.

Walk this way
We want to provide our residents 
with safe and accessible footpaths 
that connect you to the services you 
need. A new footpath along Alma and 
Field Streets from Truemans Road to 
Weeroona Street is one of our priority 
projects to link Rye and Tootgarook. 
We’re reviewing designs now and will 
keep the community updated about 
when to expect construction to begin 
on this $40,000 project.

We’ve also received $60,000 in 
funding from the State Government 
to upgrade the footpath along the 
service road of Point Nepean Road in 
Blairgowrie. The plain grey footpath 
running from the Blairgowrie shops to 
the Loop will be upgraded in sections 
to be a 1.8m wide exposed aggregate 
footpath, including pram ramps for 
our many young families.

Beating Buruli –  
a new approach
Buruli ulcer continues to be a 
significant problem on the Mornington 
Peninsula. We’ve listened to the 
community’s concerns regarding the 
use of spraying to control mosquitoes 
and have a new approach to combat 
the transmission of this disease.

Together with the Peter Doherty 
Institute for Infection and Immunity, 
and as part of the Beating Buruli 
in Victoria research project, we are 
starting a trial of targeted mosquito 
control in the high-risk areas of 
Blairgowrie and Rye that does not 
involve spraying or pose any risk to 
bees, wildlife, or any other insects.

The study will involve mosquito 
surveillance, mosquito trapping 
and mosquito control activities.

Volunteer trial households will 
be given non-toxic traps called 
Gravitraps that reduce mosquito 
numbers in and around homes. 
These traps are sustainable, 
non-toxic and have been used 
worldwide to effectively reduce 
mosquito numbers.

The study will also involve the 
use of commercial, non-toxic 
mosquito-specific larvicides in 
backyard breeding sites such as 
rain-water tanks, septic tanks, 
ponds, and bird baths. These 
larvicides are not toxic to humans, 
pets, or other animals. They are 
also recommended by the World 
Health Organization as safe for use 
in drinking water supplies to control 
container-breeding mosquitoes.

To measure the success of the 
intervention, Ovitraps will also be 
placed on public land along fence 
lines in Blairgowrie and Rye. This 
will allow researchers to count and 
analyse mosquito eggs in a non-
intrusive and sustainable way.

Thumbs up for  
Rye’s new plaza
Summer is a busy time on the 
southern Peninsula as visitors and 
residents enjoy the holidays in our 
beautiful region. It was fantastic to  
see our new Napier Street plaza  
being given a big tick of approval  
by the crowds. It’s a space to relax, 
eat, meet friends and connect  
with the foreshore.

Stage two of this $1 million project has 
now begun, which will concentrate 
on tree planting and landscaping, 
lighting, drainage and car park works. 
It’s all part of the Rye Township 
Master Plan – renewing, revitalising, 
refreshing Rye!

Sorrento Pioneer Gardens 
The Sorrento Pioneer Gardens, on the corner of Ocean Beach and 
Melbourne Roads, are looking blooming marvellous since our team 
of gardeners replanted the central garden bed. There are now such 
beauties as agastache, sedum, artemesia, sea holly and rosemary. 

To learn more visit  
  health.vic.gov.au/beatingburuli
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Red Hill

Cr David Gill
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In the works

When you move to Red 
Hill ward please don’t 
bring suburbia with you!

Are we serious about 
climate action when  
we discard the cement 
sector, the third largest 
industrial energy 
consumer and second 
largest industrial CO2 
emitter, from the  

figures used for carbon neutrality?

Construction of buildings consumes 32 per cent of 
the world’s resources. We already have 713 kms of 
footpaths and plan to build many more. Changing 
our carbon development culture is obviously difficult!

The Peninsula still has villages surrounded by Green 
Wedge. Do we really want to turn these unique areas 
of the Peninsula into the concrete jungle of suburbia?

There is ongoing discussion at Council about 
closing the Mobile Library bus service and instituting 
alternative options. l believe that we should keep this 
valuable service especially as our ward is already 
lacking in local community services and facilities.

An updated priority list in central kindergarten 
registrations will help keep local friendship groups 
together, which is very important for children going 
into their local primary school. 

 0437 129 016    david.gill@mornpen.vic.gov.au

Boneo Reserve update 
Work is underway on a new public 
toilet as an extension of the Boneo 
Cricket Club pavilion. Underground 
services and foundations are in and 
we expect to be finished in June.

In the meantime, we are working 
through final designs for 
improvements to drainage at the 
reserve to fix flooding issues at the 
carpark and access road next to the 
Boneo Tennis Club. Due to significant 
cultural heritage found on the site, 
a Cultural Heritage Management 
Plan is required. We plan to bore the 
drainage pipe into place to minimise 
any impact to the sensitive site. 

Iconic view in Red Hill ward

Fenton Hall news
Our community is concerned 
about the future of Fenton Hall in 
Merricks South. We are engaging 
a structural engineer who 
specialises in buildings of heritage 
significance and will determine 
what elements of the facility can 
be preserved or restored. 

In the meantime, we will speak 
with our community and 
stakeholders to hear how you 
would like Fenton Hall to be used. 

If you would like to receive  
project updates and give your 
feedback and ideas, please email 
usus and we will add you to the 
stakeholder list.  

  infrastructureplanning@ 
     mornpen.vic.gov.au
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Meet your councillor 
Red Hill ward covers more than 50 
per cent of the Mornington Peninsula 
Shire, so it can be difficult for 
interested community members to 
travel to just one venue for informal 
discussions about issues with your 
Councillor. Cr David Gill is therefore 
organising weekday or weekend  
‘drop in coffee mornings’ in as many 
of the 17 communities as needed. 
Please look out for local publicity 
regarding a ‘catch up’ in your area. 

We missed you!
We all love our rural markets and 
the historic Red Hill Horticulture and 
Agriculture Show. Unfortunately, this 
year’s 93rd show was for exhibits 
and judging only, with no general 
admission due to COVID-19. We look 
forward to a bumper event next year 
to help ensure the continuation of this 
signature Red Hill and Mornington 
Peninsula experience. The show 
highlights the rural character of Red 
Hill ward and showcases our food 
and wine production, which are huge 
economic drivers for the Peninsula.

Looking after  
our wildlife
New electronic signs that remind 
drivers to watch out for wildlife on 
our rural roads are being installed on 
Sandy Point Road in Somers. We’re 
also reviewing the effectiveness of 
other existing wildlife signage, such  
as that on Frankston-Flinders Road. 

World Wetlands Day
We celebrated the 50th anniversary of World Wetlands Day at Boneo 
Park, home to a large part of the beautiful Tootgarook Wetland. 
Wetlands are crucial to our environment – they are rich in biodiversity; 
they remove pollution from water through filtration; they store a huge 
amount of carbon; and they absorb and store water, helping to reduce 
flooding and relieve droughts. Discover our wetlands on the Peninsula 
and learn about their amazing plants and birdlife.

Helping our community
It is great to see volunteer groups 
continuing to help our community 
throughout the COVID-19 
pandemic. Council is providing 
grants and other assistance to 
our community groups including 
sports, arts, historical societies, 
environmental, youth services 
and much more. These funds are 
rolling out now from our COVID-19 
grants relief program.

Kindergarten 
registrations
We’ve made changes to the central 
registration system for all Shire 
preschools to ensure fairer access  
to your local preschool. 
• Level 1: children identified  

as high priority
• Level 2: children who qualify  

for the sibling priority (previously 
Level 3)

• Level 3: children registering for the 
kindergarten closest to where they 
live (previously Level 2)

• Level 4: children in families that 
are Mornington Peninsula Shire 
residents/ratepayers

For more information and to see 
the kindergarten central registration 
handbook, visit: 

  mornpen.vic.gov.au/kindergarten

Drainage update
Shoreham  
Last year the Shire identified 
‘drainage hotspots’ in Shoreham and 
set out some recommendations for 
improvement and mitigation works. 
One of the hotspots is the Sydney 
Road/May Street area, for which 
we are looking at solutions, funding 
and delivery. Flooding, drainage 
and erosion are complex issues that 
require an integrated approach and 
community support. 

We’ll be providing the Shoreham 
community with information about 
rural drainage to help improve overall 
drainage operation. To read the 
Shoreham Coastal Village Drainage 
Plan or learn more about drainage in 
general, please visit: 

  mornpen.vic.gov.au/drainage

Flinders  
Detailed design and investigations 
are underway for the installation of 
a Gross Pollutant Trap (GTP)  
at the Cove Lane beach access  
in Flinders. 

A GPT is a device that traps  
solid waste such as litter and 
coarse sediments before it  
enters waterways. 

The GPT will connect to an  
existing drainage outfall in Flinders 
and will capture and prevent a 
significant amount of stormwater 
pollutants being released into 
Western Port Bay.
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Seawinds

Cr Antonella Celi

Cr Debra Mar

Cr Kerri McCafferty
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As we emerged safely from COVID-19 lockdown into a busy summer season, our amazing 
community has come together to re-build our way of life, support our businesses and  
contribute to our ongoing economic and social recovery. 

Thank you to the many local people and organisations who put in a tremendous effort to  
keep us all connected and who made sure those who were in need received support  
and help. As we journey the road to recovery, the Shire will continue to put COVID-19  
recovery measures in place to help further stabilise our community. 

 0408 974 143    antonella.celi@mornpen.vic.gov.au

In the works

Now that summer 20–21 is behind us, we look forward to what autumn brings. A relaxing 
walk on our beautiful beaches, eateries serving local produce, wineries offering a taste of 
their blends and special time with family and friends. Even a bit of shopping to support 
local business. One important part of our work is to continue to meet your needs and 
expectations – so to continue this we rely on you to be the ears and eyes of Seawinds ward. 
We value your feedback to give us an opportunity to improve Our Place, Our Prosperity,  
Our Wellbeing, Our Connectivity – Our Peninsula. 

 0466 255 385    debra.mar@mornpen.vic.gov.au

‘Unprecedented’ is a term that has been thrown around a lot in the past 12 months, but 
with these unprecedented times comes our unprecedented response. The work being 
undertaken by Council and Council officers to maximise our opportunities in accessing State 
and Federal grants for infrastructure upgrades has been exceptional and our advocacy 
efforts are louder than ever. Our Disability Advisory Committee has had great success 
with the recent addition of a Liberty swing at Lawsons Park, Rosebud, and the cultural 
shift at Council towards more progressive policy will ensure that diversity and inclusion are 
prioritised and no-one is left behind in our journey to recovery. 

 0435 457 769    kerri.mccafferty@mornpen.vic.gov.au

Safety Beach rock  
revetment update
Works have started on rebuilding the rock revetment  
on the Safety Beach foreshore near the sailing club.  
The Bay Trail has been diverted around the work site, 
with a temporary fence maintaining pedestrian  
access and safety. 

Heavy machinery will be at the location for the 
next six weeks. These works will help protect the 
foreshore from further erosion that has happened 
as the old revetment failed and storm surges 
impacted the foreshore.

Major upgrade for Broadway Road 
Great news with our major road upgrade project 
on Broadway Road (between Truemans Road and 
Elizabeth Avenue) in Capel Sound receiving $2 million 
in funding from the Federal Government’s Roads to 
Recovery program. We’re working on the detailed 
design and aim to start construction in 2022. 
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What we are 
advocating for
As your Councillors in Seawinds ward, 
we always advocate for services, 
projects and programs that meet 
the needs and expectations of our 
community. Here’s a snapshot of 
some important issues we’re working 
to achieve on your behalf:

• Social and affordable housing
Working together with housing 
associations and housing providers 
to identify surplus government 
land and develop proposals to 
deliver crisis and emergency 
accommodation, social and 
affordable housing and disability 
supported accommodation across 
the Seawinds ward. 

Advocating for more funding for 
social welfare support services that 
help transition rough sleepers and 
the homeless into safe housing.

• Advocacy to local State MP and 
VicRoads for safer pedestrian 
crossings, road shoulder repair 
and road improvements along 
Point Nepean Road from Safety 
Beach through to Capel Sound 

• State Government grant 
assistance for relocation of  
youth hub to Olympic Park

• More COVID recovery stimulus 
packages for local businesses.

Recognition for local volunteers 
We extend heartfelt congratulations 
to our Australia Day local awards 
winners, including two recipients 
from our own Seawinds ward. Josie 
D’Alia received the Community 
Spirit Award while the Lifetime 
Achievement Award went to Colin 
Blythe. Between them they have 
more than 55 years of service to the 
community! Josie volunteers at the 
Italian Rosebud Club and provides 
support and assistance to local 
residents who are in need, while 
Colin is a driving force behind the 
team at the Lions Club of McCrae 
and District and the Dromana 
Australia Day Committee.

The Rosebud Beach Community Bowls Club is a great example of a 
place that brings people together – and now they can host twilight and 
night bowls thanks to the installation of new lighting.

A new Liberty Swing 
for wheelchair users 
has been installed  
in Lawson Park  
in Rosebud. 

The award-winning 
swing is Australian 
made and the safest 
swing for children and 
adults in wheelchairs 
– allowing users 
to experience the 
joy and therapeutic 
benefits of play  
on a swing.

Upgraded netball courts for 
Dromana Marna Reserve – home 
to the Dromana Football Netball 
Club – is having two netball courts 
built to comply with Netball Victoria 
standards. The four existing outdoor 
courts will be renovated into two new 
netball courts with improvements to 
the lighting, fencing and surrounding 
landscaping and paving. The 
improvements to the courts also 
factor in upgrades within the Dromana 
Community Gardens. Construction is 
due to be finished by winter.

Footpath fiction 
Over summer, the Peninsula Writers’ 
Club was invited to write a series of 
six-word fiction pieces, reflecting on 
the theme of ‘community’. These 
bite-sized narratives were inscribed 
on footpaths by local artist Jackie 
Green and were fast and fun for the 
crowds at Rosebud.
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It has been such a  
pleasure this year to see 
our community get back on 
its feet – to see the cafes 
and restaurants open, the 
markets set up, people on 
the streets and kids back 
at school. I see smiling 
faces everywhere and it is 
a privilege to meet many 
of you as I get out in the 
community again.

Autumn is one of my favourite times on the Peninsula.  
It’s a great time to get outdoors, whether boating and 
fishing or exploring our beautiful parks and reserves. 
Sages Cottage Farm in Baxter is always worth the visit  
as is the Yarringa Boat Ramp.

If you haven’t already downloaded the awesome 
program Snap Send Solve, then I urge you to do so.  
It gives you the power to bring attention to problems in 
our community and to get them fixed. Potholes, graffiti, 
footpaths and all sorts of issues. I have been using it for 
a couple of months and I am really impressed with how 
quickly things can get done.

 0435 457 773    paul.mercurio@mornpen.vic.gov.au

Cr Paul Mercurio AM
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Watson

In the works
Tyabb preschool
A major upgrade of the Tyabb preschool has begun 
and the kinder kids have seen the construction  
crew move in! Demolition was their first task and  
the concrete trucks are coming soon. We’re not 
expecting any handprints in this concrete though!

The $1.48 million project includes the renovation of the 
existing building and the addition of a second playroom 
for up to 33 children – with its own kitchen, staff office, 
children’s toilets and of course a playground. There will 
also be a new meeting room for staff, committee and 
parent use; adult and disabled amenities; and a large 
pram park opposite the shared foyer.

The upgrade also pays respect to our first nations 
peoples with threads of our oldest living culture  
weaved throughout the build. We are expecting to 
finish construction in August.

Koala conservation starts at home
The Mornington Peninsula Koala Conservation seeks to 
raise awareness of the challenges faced by koalas on 
the Peninsula and educate people about how they can 
protect the Peninsula’s koala population by restoring and 
enhancing their habitat.

How you can help:
• Preserve and plant native trees
• Report koala sightings
• Be alert when driving
• Keep your dog under control
• Use wildlife friendly fencing
• Become a member of MP Koala Conservation
Find out more visit:  mpkoala.org.au
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Volunteering for our community 
If you’ve got some free time and your own car, have a think about 
volunteering for Peninsula Transport Assist. They use their own 
cars to drive residents in need to medical appointments, hospitals, 
shopping and social events. It’s a dedicated group doing unsung 
work for our community – but they need more help.

Drivers get out and make new friends, keep active and give back  
to the local community. If you’re interested give PTA a call. 

 9708 8241 
 peninsulatransportassist.org

Baxter-Somerville bike path update 
The Baxter to Somerville shared trail is the  
highest priority on the Shire’s Bay Trail project. 

We have secured $2 million in Federal Government  
funding towards connecting Somerville to the  
Frankston-Baxter trail and the Peninsula Link trail,  
which is about a third of the project cost. A grant 
application has been submitted to the Growing Suburbs 
Fund, which would share the remainder of the funding 
between State Government and Council. 

The original preferred route running into Baxter along  
the Stony Point railway line was not accepted by VicTrack, 
so alternative options are being developed for the  
Baxter end of the trail. We look forward to presenting  
the alternative route options to the community soon.

It’s official! After consultation 
with the local community, the 
Bunurong Land Council and 
key stakeholders, Council has 
endorsed new names for the 
community bushland reserve 
and local pre-school at Blacks 
Camp Road in Somerville.

• Tillerkite Pre-school is  
the new name for Blacks 
Camp Pre-school.  
Tillerkite, meaning play

• Beek Beek Reserve is  
the new name for Blacks 
Camp Reserve.  
Beek Beek pronounced 
“Biik Biik”, meaning earth  
(many lands)

Tillerkite Pre-school received 
the largest number of votes 
from pre-school families and 
was preferred by the general 
community. More than 150 
responses were received for the 
voting of Blacks Camp Reserve. 

Beek Beek Reserve received  
the most votes.

The renaming voting process 
took place after community 
feedback indicated the name 
‘Blacks Camp’ is a derogatory 
term inappropriate and offensive 
to the Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander community, 
creating a barrier for people of 
this heritage in accessing the 
education precinct.

We have worked closely with 
the Bunurong Land Council to 
choose names respectful to  
our cultural history and identity. 
As a local council, making 
changes like this is essential 
to celebrate the Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander community 
on the Peninsula. The process 
of renaming Blacks Camp  
Road is still underway.  
We will keep the community 
informed on the progress.

Welcome to  
Tillerkite Preschool and 

Beek Beek Reserve

Somerville Active Recreation Hub 
We are a step closer towards our new active precinct at 
Fruit Growers Reserve with detailed design of the plans 
now complete. Funding is ready to go too – we have 
received $742,500 from the State Government’s Growing 
Suburbs Fund and the Shire has matched that for a total 
project cost of $1.48 million. The recreation hub will feature 
a designated area of BMX, scooter and skate components, 
plus other features such as a multi-use court, four square, 
parkour equipment and mini trampolines.

Barber Reserve playground 
Yes, we’ve started work on the new playground at 
Barber Reserve! Construction of the timber play unit is 
underway and we expect families to be able to enjoy a 
fantastic new play area in Somerville very soon.
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Road and footpath upgrades  
Tootgarook and Moorooduc
• 1,790 tonnes of Plastiphalt laid
• 6.9 tonnes recycled plastic  

in the construction materials
• 2.4 million plastic packages  

diverted from landfill

Recycled plastic in our roads and footpaths
As part of our Climate Emergency Plan, we are trialling the 
use of new materials that contain recycled plastic in our road 
and footpath construction. Current road upgrades at Wilkinson 
Street and Carmichael Street in Tootgarook and Bentons Road 
in Moorooduc are being constructed with Plastiphalt –  
an asphalt product that contains recycled waste plastic.
We’ve also recently finished a new footpath in the same 
location in Tootgarook, which includes five per cent Polyrok 
– a product made from recycled plastic from the Redcycle 
program, whereby soft plastics collected at our supermarkets 
are turned into usable construction materials. This innovative 
use of materials also reduces the Shire’s dependence on 
materials quarried from environmentally sensitive places.

These initiatives are part of Council’s Environmentally 
Sustainable Design Policy, which ensures all our capital  
works deliver more sustainable outcomes.

Black spot project in the works for Mount Eliza
In our summer edition of Peninsula 
Wide we let you know we had 
succeeded in getting almost $6 million 
through the Federal Government’s 
Black Spot Program. 

One of the projects we are working  
on is improving pedestrian safety 
along Mount Eliza Way. 

We hope these improvements will  
also encourage more walking and 
cycling through the shopping area, 
helping keep our community 
healthier and happier.

We’re only just in the concept design 
phase so there’s a while to go until 
construction begins, but this is what 
we are planning to do:
• convert the existing zebra crossing 

into a raised pedestrian crossing
• reduce the speed limit
• install electronic variable  

speed limit signs
• install flashing pedestrian signal/

yellow lights for main crossings
• paint 40km/h pavement marking
• construct a refuge island.

Nepean Councillor Sarah Race and Mayor 
Councillor Despi O’Connor at Tootgarook.

Parking plans for the future
Back in December we asked 
you what you thought about 
our parking precinct plans 
for Hastings, Mornington and 
Rosebud. We’ve been developing 
long-term plans to improve 
how parking works for you and 
have come up with a series of 
recommendations on how to 
improve parking in the future.

The Plans will improve the 
liveability and connectivity of 
our three largest townships and 
provide better access to parking. 
Stay tuned for the plans to be 
refined, finalised and adopted by 
Council.  mornpen.vic.gov.au/
parkingprecinctplans

our connectivity
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The Mornington 
Peninsula has 
unacceptably high 
levels of road trauma. 

In the past decade 
alone, 75 people were 
killed and over 1,500 
seriously injured on 
roads within the Shire. 

Among Victoria’s  
79 municipalities,  
we experienced the 
second highest number 
of deaths in 2019 and 
again in 2020. 

Current/upcoming works

Black Spot funding $6 million 
These projects are being prepared for 
delivery 2021–22:
• Mount Eliza pedestrian safety 

improvements 

• Hastings township 40km/h area 

• Dromana township 40km/h area 

• Myers/Hendersons Road,  
Bittern, roundabout

• Hodgins/Stumpy Gully Road, 
Tuerong, roundabout

• Shoreham Road safety upgrade 

• Codrington/Ligar Street,  
Dromana, roundabout

Roads to Recovery projects
• Bentons Road, Moorooduc, 

reconstruction Stage 3

• Merricks/Stanleys Road,  
Merricks North, roundabout

Footpaths $1.6 million
• Harrap Road, Mount Martha

• Alma/Field Street, Tootgarook 

• Illaroo Street, Capel Sound

• Coolstore Road missing link, 
Hastings

• Frankston-Flinders Road at  
Park Lane and pedestrian  
refuge, Somerville

Towards Zero – road safety on the Mornington Peninsula

Road safety is a complex issue 
that affects everyone. We believe 
as a local government we have an 
important role to play in the fight to 
reduce road trauma. 

But it’s a shared responsibility with 
the community, road users and other 
levels of government. 

In April 2016 we became Victoria’s 
first Towards Zero municipality and 
committed to the goal of zero road 
deaths and serious injuries on roads 
within the Shire. 

We have since developed the 
Mornington Peninsula Towards Zero 
Road Safety Strategy for 2020-2025. 
Towards Zero uses the world’s best 
practice road safety philosophy – the 
Safe System approach – and aims to 
eliminate road trauma by 2050.

Recently completed projects

Safer Residential Areas  
Hastings, Rosebud and Dromana

Safer Speeds 80 km/h speed limit  
trial on 38 rural roads

Roads to Recovery Bentons/ 
Loders/Derril Road roundabout

Road safety education  
Slow Down, Kids Around

Pedestrian improvements 
Blairgowrie shops and Mornington

Black spot project  
Wooralla Drive, Mount Eliza

Safe System

• Safer roads – upgrades  
of roads and intersections

• Safer speeds – appropriate  
speed limits and reduction of  
the number of vehicles travelling 
over the speed limit

• Safer vehicles – improvement  
in vehicle safety

• Safer road users – education of 
drivers and other road users.

This will require transformation of the 
road network over the next 30 years 
to reduce the likelihood of crashes 
and protect people when crashes 
do occur so that death and serious 
injuries are not the result. 

The Shire is advocating to become 
a Safe System demonstration 
municipality, which would give us 
additional State Government funding 
for road safety treatments and help 
reduce road trauma on the Peninsula.

To learn more about  
our Road Safety Strategy visit: 

mornpen.vic.gov.au/towardszero
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Want to know more about  Want to know more about  
what Council does?what Council does?
Did you know we issue a Community Report four times 
a year? It gives you all the news on what Council has 
been doing – what projects, programs and services are 
happening and where the money is being spent.

You can find it on our website at: 
 mornpen.vic.gov.au/communityreports

You can also sign up for our community e-newsletter 
(and lots of other bulletins) on our home page or call us: 

 mornpen.vic.gov.au 
 1300 850 600 or 5950 1000

April
4 April

Flinders Motoring Heritage  
Flinders Community Centre

10 April
Western Port Craft Expo  
Hastings Community Hub

25 April
Anzac Day services   
Across the Peninsula 
Check with your local RSL for details.

May
1-2 May 

Creative Arts Exhibition   
Peninsula Community Theatre

8 May  
Under the Southern Stars  
Hastings Foreshore Reserve

21 May  
Melbourne Coastrek   
Portsea, Sorrento and Rye

June
11-14 June 

Flinders Art Show   
Flinders Civic Hall

11-14 June 
Mornington Winter Music Festival 
Main Street Mornington

What’s on

Information is correct at time of 
printing. COVID-19 restrictions may 
cause changes or cancellations.  
In the event of a Code Red Day  
all events will be cancelled.

For an up-to-date list of all events 
 mornpen.vic.gov.au/events


