
 
CLIMATE EMERGENCY RESOLUTION – MORNINGTON PENINSULA SHIRE COUNCIL  
 
Cr Fraser – I am very pleased to support this timely motion moved by Cr Hearn – our youngest councillor. As French 
President Francois Hollande remarked at the height of the 2015 Paris COP21 World Environment Conference - “It is 
for the youth that we are holding COP21”.  
 
I would like to take a different and intergovernmental tack from the excellent remarks by Cr Hearn and place the work 
that we are undertaking this evening in Council and in the Shire into its international context and community of local 
governments.  
 
What is COP? It an unhelpful acronym for Conference of the Parties under the auspices of the United Nations. It is a 
conference of all the nation states of the World. There have been 24 conferences or 25, if you include Rio De Janerio 
in 1992.  
 
This 1992 date of the first Conference is highly significant, falling as it does, within two years of the fall of the Berlin 
Wall and the end of the Cold War and demise of the Soviet Union in 1991, and, may I suggest, marked the beginning 
of World de-carbonization.  
 
Local government and the regions and cities of the World have observer status at these UN Conferences of the 
Parties. It was in that capacity that this Council was represented at Bali in 2007 and Copenhagen 2009 by Cr 
Rodgers, Paris 2015 by the Mayor Cr Pittock and Cr Fraser, and at Bonn 2017 by Cr Brooks.  
 
Driving these nations to this agreement were the sub-national local governments of cities and regions –all at the coal 
face so to speak – the carbon face – of climate change – mitigation and adaption. As the Mayor of Oakland, 
California, remarked “Governments waffle; cities and regions lead”.  
 
That is why the Mornington Peninsula was at Paris and Bonn and at Bali and Copenhagen – with our 2016 resolved 
policy shift to a measurable commitment to carbon neutrality over five years by 2021 – fundamentally shifting the way 
we as a Shire think about the use of carbon, driving sensible practical projects in the Shire and in the community – not 
dropping our waste into septics and landfills, rolling out $5m self-funding LED street lighting, aligning our waste 
contracts with other councils facilitating closure of our methane generating Rye landfill – gathering ideas from others – 
to lead and learn and to engage with the other cities and regions of the world. 
 
So four years on from Paris, the Nations of the World are now in a really tough phase as to the implementation of the 
Paris Agreement and the upcoming 5-year review – Donald Trump is backsliding from the Paris Agreement and 
financial compensation from the developed world - which has benefited from 200 years of carbon exploitation - to the 
undeveloped world most vulnerable to the impact of climate change and to abandon carbon - remain ongoing 
challenges.  
 
So, this Climate Change Emergency resolution by the Mornington Peninsula Shire Council will give fresh momentum 
to Council’s resolved commitment to achieve carbon neutrality by 2021. Together with local government here and 
internationally, it will carry that commitment by example and education to the wider community and nation states.  
 
Hugh Fraser  
Councillor Nepean Ward, Mornington Peninsula Shire  
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A climate emergency is a call for immediate and urgent action to reverse current global warming trends. Councils that 
have declared a ‘Climate Emergency’ recognise that climate change is causing and will cause significant damage to 
our economy, society and environment and that urgent action is required. 
 
We have a long and proud history as a Council of being nonpartisan and approaching climate and environment issues 
based on the very real impacts they are having and will have on our local people and places. It’s why we’ve already 
been leading the way as a Council in developing and implementing a Carbon Neutrality policy, a Climate Change 
Community Engagement Strategy, and more recently taking action on single use plastics. We’ve also been key 
contributors to the Global Covenant of Mayors and the Cities Power Partnership.  
 
The 2018 Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) report predicts a range of dire economic, social and 
environmental impacts should global temperatures continue to rise as present rates.  
These predictions are echoed on a local scale with 2015 CSIRO modelling suggesting the following impacts for the 
Greater Melbourne region: 

• increased temperatures,• more frequent and intense downpours, 

• rising sea level, 

• warmer and more acidic seas, 

• more hot days and warm spells; 

• less rainfall and harsher bushfire weather periods. 
 
The latest IPCC reports states that as a global community, we could have just 12 years left to implement meaningful 
actions to limit a climate change catastrophe.  
 
As one scientific indicator international team led but Dr Mathis Wackernagel, have calculated that by the 29th of July 
this year humanity had collectively used a full years’ worth of our earth’s resources - just for Australis rate of 
consumption this date was actually in March.  
 
The crux of all this is that we Can’t just continue to take more, have more, consume more, discard more - and the 
action needed to be taken is urgent and significant.  
 
We are robbing future generations - it is they who will pay for our apathy and fear-based politics. 
 
This isn’t a call to greater anxiety. It is a call for courage and leadership. There are opportunities for us to discover 
better, more collaborative and more harmonious ways to live together on the journey to a sustainable way of life.  
 
However, we can’t do it alone. We need all government that is by the people to be for the people and the planet - and 
have the courage to make the tough decisions like decoupling itself from the narrow interests of coal and oil 
corporations.  
 
We are starting this at local government level, I believe, because we are the most connected to real places, we are 
the most grounded in reality! We, and our local community with us, remove tonnes of plastics from our beaches, we 
are studying the effects of climate change inundation at Balnarring Beach, I’ve stood in homes with residents and 
shire engineers that are being regularly inundated by ‘1 in 100’ year storm events on an annual basis, we pay for and 
maintain the vast majority of the drains that cope with storm surges, our community services teams care for the elderly 
in their homes as find them in distress during the growing heat waves, it is our maternal health teams that journey with 
new parents in local homes as they welcome and nurture the next generation.  
 
The use of the term “emergency” is a way of signalling the need to go beyond reform-as-usual. Councils play a key 
role in leading the practical responses to the impacts of climate change. We can make a leadership statement 
declaring we want to safeguard the community’s current and future well-being.  
 
This motion couples that declaration with the opportunity for us to work with our officers and community on an Action 
Plan that can incorporate and extend on what we already doing to address climate change including - education, 
mitigation of emissions, resilience building, accountability and advocacy.  
 
I’m personally 30 and raising 2 children that could well live until the next century. It is this next generation that we are 
doing this for, they will care for the earth, we can see that already in the passion our school students already have 
demonstrated. The question is what Earth will they inherit from us?  
 
Sam Hearn 
Councillor Briars Ward, Mornington Peninsula Shire 
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I speak in strong support of this action. 

Since becoming a Councillor, I have made it my responsibility to become as informed as possible on Climate Change, 
the risks it poses and to bring this knowledge into the organisation and community. 

From participating in Council of the Parties 23 (COP23) in 2017 in Germany to attending the Climate Council’s local 
government network, the Cities Power Partnership forum in NSW last year it has been made abundantly clear that 
regardless of State and National policy and action (or not), local action is where it needs to happen. 

It is an emergency; we now have over three decades of data that is confirming earlier predictions of human-induced 
climate change.  And, as this data continues flow-in, there is a range of predictions being constantly refined and 
altered. 

What is clear that even at the lowest-impact end of the predictions we are in trouble.  Even if we stopped every 
vehicle, turned-off every coal-fired power station, stopped all tree clearing etc.etc…. there is a lag time. 

The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change report in September last year clearly stated that we have 
approximately three years (now two years….) to get our policies in order and approximately ten years from then to 
undertake the necessary actions.  Their next report is due this September. 

This is a blink in time; the potential for a complete tipping of the climate and the massive disturbance to our natural 
world would lead to mass extinctions and no double severely impact the human population. 

It is an emergency; of course it is. 

While this is a very positive step by this Council, following-on from others and hopefully encouraging others to follow, it 
is what we actually now do that it vital. 

Simon Brooks 
Councillor Seawinds Ward, Mornington Peninsula Shire 
 

 

 

 
 


