Cash some rays
We’re sporting a sunny disposition as the second project in our Solar PV rollout,
which will see solar panels installed on three major Council buildings, and seven
smaller buildings, gets underway. Pelican Park, Rosebud Library and Mornington
Peninsula Regional Gallery will soon join the renewable ranks alongside Rosebud
Municipal Office, Hastings Library, and Civic Reserve Recreation Centre —
another step in our journey towards carbon neutrality, with more than 2,000
solar panels set to be installed by 2020.
The days are long, the future is sunny and we’re hosting information sessions for
homeowners interested in learning about choosing a solar system and available
rebates. Want to save money on your electricity bills, reduce your exposure to
blackouts and help our environment by cutting greenhouse gas emissions? With
the price of solar steadily decreasing, and new state government rebates that will
result in significantly reduced start-up costs, there has never been a better time to
install solar on your home. Sessions will be held in Rye, Mornington and Balnarring
during February and March. Visit our website to learn more and register. We’re
committed to a clean and green Peninsula, how about joining us in the sun?
mornpen.vic.gov.au/events

Contact us
5950 1000 or 1300 850 600
custserv@mornpen.vic.gov.au
mornpen.vic.gov.au
mornpenshire

Get involved
We encourage our community to get involved by
having their say online or in person at any Shire office.
mornpen.vic.gov.au/haveyoursay

We’re currently seeking expressions of interest
from local providers online:
tenderlink.com/mornpen

Neighbourhood Character Study (closes 17 Feb)
The Mornington Peninsula Neighbourhood Character
Study and Guidelines aims to determine areas where
neighbourhood character values exist within the Shire,
and whether they require protection or enhancement, with
the goal of establishing principles that guide the design of
housing to ensure new buildings respect our established
townships, settlements and natural environment.

Biodiversity Conservation Plan (closes 20 Feb)
Representing significant research and consultation, the
Shire’s draft Biodiversity Conservation Plan establishes
strategies and actions to achieve best practice
management for the protection and enhancement of
biodiversity on the Mornington Peninsula.

Bee Swarm and Hive Removal (EOIs close 19 Feb)
Honey bees play an integral role in our environment
and food production. To safeguard the health and
survival of bees on the Peninsula, we want to ensure
our community has access to a comprehensive list of
service providers able to assist with the safe removal
of European honey bees from private property.

Baxter Town Centre Structure Plan (closes 26 Feb)
The Baxter Town Centre Structure Plan will guide land
use, urban design and transport decisions to support
the successful growth and enhancement of the Baxter
town centre over the next 15–20 years. The draft Plan
aims to capture and enhance Baxter’s distinctive
attributes, improve other aspects, and shape future
growth to provide a more attractive, accessible,
safe and sustainable centre.

Around the peninsula
A caring community for our kids

Looking after your dog

Seawinds: Crs Simon Brooks, Antonella Celi, Frank Martin

Briars: Crs Rosie Clark, Bev Colomb, Sam Hearn

With state-of-the-art
facilities and early
learning centres
dedicated to caring
for the youngest
members of our community, Seawinds is a great place for
kids to grow. Upgrades to Waterfall Gully Preschool, and
ongoing improvements to extend and refurbish Dromana
Preschool and enhance Dromana Maternal and Child
Health Centre, will ensure our kids and their families have
the support they need. ‘Late’ Kindergarten Registrations
for Waterfall Gully, Dromana Preschool and Seawinds
Community Hub can still be lodged on our website.

It’s good to
see people
enjoying our
beaches and
parks with their
dogs this summer, and we’re grateful to the many pet
owners who clean up after their animals and keep
them on leads outside of off-leash areas, particularly
on our foreshore tracks. For the safety of other people,
animals and wildlife, please keep your dog on a lead
when not in designated leash-free areas, and clean up
after them — failures to do so, or to carry a bag for this
purpose, may result in ‘on-the-spot’ fines of $100.

A historical performance

Know where to go

Nepean: Crs Hugh Fraser, Bryan Payne

Watson: Cr Julie Morris

The notable story of
historical figure William
Buckley will soon be
brought to life by the
Buckley Opera Project, an
auspicious collaboration
between local
historian,

Richard Cotter,
and operatic baritone
and composer, Antony
Ransome. Featuring a diverse
cast of acclaimed performers, the
narrative opera will recreate an iconic
chapter in Nepean Peninsula history at
Rosebud Memorial Hall (26– 27 April).

Be an animal advocate
Red Hill: Cr David Gill

It’s important to take care of animals when
temperatures climb. Consider putting a bird
bath in your garden and leaving water out to
help our native birdlife and wildlife stay cool
and hydrated. In the interests of caring for creatures great
and small, it’s also vital to ensure your pet is registered
and microchipped — both mandatory under the Domestic
Animals Act 1994. Pet registration is due by 10 April.

Briars
Ward

Watson
Ward
Cerberus Ward

Given the
time of year
and the
potential for
bushfires,
it’s vital to know where
your nearest place of last
resort is located. Visit
our website to familiarise
yourself with Bushfire
Neighbourhood Safer
Places (NSP) across the
Shire so you know where
to go if your personal
bushfire survival plan
cannot be implemented or
has failed. mornpen.vic.
gov.au/emergency

Setting the stage at Hastings
Cerberus: Cr Kate Roper

The Hastings Sound Shell would provide a
permanent, functional stage for foreshore
events, and give our community access to
a range of activities in their own backyard.
Attend a drop in session at Hastings Community Hall
(7pm, 7 Feb), Balnarring Community Hall (1pm, 13 Feb)
or Dromana Community Hall (6pm, 13 Feb) to learn
more, or provide your feedback online until 22 February.

Mount Martha Coastal Management Plan (closes 3 Mar)

The Mount Martha foreshore has significant natural
values, including diverse native flora and fauna across a
variety of geological land forms. Following a first round
of community consultation, we’re now inviting feedback
on the draft Mount Martha Coastal Management Plan,
which seeks to protect and enhance the unique natural
and cultural heritage of the foreshore reserve.

Events
Join the fun at Mount Martha House
Located in an idyllic location, Mount Martha House
offers a diverse range of community programs and
activities for all ages including playgroup, arts and
crafts, community gardening, foreign language classes,
and social and leisure activities. With ample parking,
ocean views and a short walk from the village, it’s also a
great hire space for corporate meetings, team building
activities and co-working. To learn more, attend a
program or volunteer, register your interest online.
mountmarthahouse.com.au
1 February
2 February

Arts at Twilight, The Briars, Mount Martha
Peninsula Film Festival,
Rosebud Village Green
2 February
Jayco Herald Sun Tour,
Cape Schanck to Arthurs Seat
2 February
Gig on the Green, Mount Eliza Village Green
3 February
Musiqua, Hastings Foreshore
3 February
Sunday Sessions at The Briars,
Mount Martha
5 February
Annual Show and Shine,
Dromana Community Hall
9 February
Mornington Peninsula Blues Festival,
Mornington Racecourse
15 February – 30 March
Offshore Cinema, St Andrews Beach
16 February Crib Point Pool Food Truck Carnival
16-17 February Victoria Junior Carnival and Schnapper
Point Regatta, Mornington Yacht Club
16 February Fight MND Walk Mornington to Mount
Martha, Mornington Park
17 February Pier to Perignon Swim,
W.E Newton Reserve, Portsea
22-24 February 50th Westernport Festival,
Hastings Foreshore
23 February Blues at the Briars, Mount Martha
23 February Connected to Port Phillip Summer
Festival, Mornington Park
24 February The Briars Craft Market, Mount Martha
28 February – 3 March
Seven Sisters Festival,
Joseph Harris Scout Camp
1 March
Eastbourne Primary School Twilight Fair
2 March
Ulysses Club National Rally 2019
Grand Parade, Mornington Park
2-3 March
Westernport Whiting Challenge,
Westernport Angling Club
9 March
91st Red Hill Show,
Red Hill Recreation Reserve
10 March
Rosebud Kite Festival, Village Green
10 March
Peninsula Piers and Pinots,
Flinders Foreshore
11 March
Somerville Family Day,
Fruit Growers Reserve, Somerville
For a full list of all Shire events including community
markets and local music please see our website:
mornpen.vic.gov.au/events
Information is correct at time of printing.

