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There’s something special about summer that 
makes us smile and think wistfully of good 
times. Long days at the beach. Lazy afternoons. 
Indulging at the local vineyards. Fish and chips 
on the pier. Exploring rock pools at low tide. It’s 
all here and more on the Peninsula. Discover 
something new this summer, re-live your best 
memories, or just go with the flow!

Your essential guide is here to inspire and 
entertain, while making sure you have lots of 
handy info at the ready.

Whether you’re visiting for the first time or live 
on the Peninsula, let’s look after our precious 
environment and treat each other with care and 
respect. Because summer really is for everyone.

Happy days!

Editor - Kirsty Hardt 
Graphic Designer - Sean Roche
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Acknowledgement of Country
Mornington Peninsula Shire acknowledges and pays 
respect to the Bunurong people, the Traditional 
Custodians of these lands and waters.

Welcome to Welcome to 
summer summer 
on the on the 
Peninsula!Peninsula!



Holly Jolly Holly Jolly 
ChristmasChristmas
Nothing sings Christmas like carols. Find out 
where you can embrace the Christmas spirit on the 
Peninsula this December with song and cheer. 

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/christmas
27 November 5.30-9pm 
Christmas Carols 
at the Lighthouse 
McCrae lighthouse precinct

1 December to 12 January 
Community Christmas Tree 
151 Shoreham Road Red Hill

10 December 10am-5pm 
Red Hill Christmas Tree Festival 
Please check location  

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/events

11 December 7-9.30pm 
Carols in the Park 
Tyabb Central Recreation 
Reserve

16 December 6-10pm 
Somerville Carols 
by Candlelight 
Fruit Growers Reserve

22 December 1-9.30pm 
Mornington Christmas Carols 
Mornington Park

21 December 4-8:30pm 
Carols and Christmas  
Market Dromana 
359B Point Nepean Road  
(near the Visitor Information 
Centre)

23 December 8-9.30pm 
Carols by the Bay 
Parade lawn Mount Martha 
Community House

23 December 6-10pm 
Rosebud Christmas Carols 
Village Green

Australia 
Day 
on the 
Peninsula

Best of the best
Want the ‘Best Bites’ on the Peninsula? 
Check out our local award-winning food 
businesses.

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/bestbites

Direct from the farm
It’s no secret the Mornington 
Peninsula is a foodie’s paradise and 
our fabulous farm gates are bursting 
with fresh local produce for your 
larder. It couldn’t be a better time to 
support our local farmers and enjoy 
the summer harvest.

 mpproduce.com.au

Reflect, respect, celebrate
Thursday 26 January

However you choose to spend 
Australia Day, we can all take a 
moment to reflect on our history, 
respect the stories of others 
and celebrate our nation, its 
achievements and its people.

Our townships of Rosebud, 
Dromana and Mount Eliza 
are putting on community 
celebrations with entertainment 
and activities for everyone. 
You can just smell the 
sausage sizzle now!

Rosebud Australia Day Festival 
Rosebud Village Green 
9am to 1pm

Dromana Australia Day Festival 
Dromana foreshore 
8.30am to 1.30pm

Australia Day in Mount Eliza 
Mount Eliza Village Green 
8.30am to 1pm
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Did you know Peninsula 
Trail has more than 100km 
of walking and cycling trails, 
which link the Peninsula  
and beyond?
Take in the stunning scenery 
and fresh air as you wind 
your way through coastal 
foreshores, bushland, forests, 
farmland and townships. It’s 
the perfect way to discover 
the Peninsula.

Western Port Bay Trail
Running 26km from Balnarring to 
Somerville, break it up into smaller 
sections around Somers, Bittern, 
Hastings or Somerville. Peaceful 
Western Port townships, marinas, 
coastal wetlands and mangroves on the 
foreshore. It’s a delight!

Red Hill Trail
Follow the old railway line between 
Red Hill and Merricks, meandering past 
vineyards and grazing properties.

The Bay Trail
Running 25km from the Safety Beach 
Sailing Club to the Sorrento pier, you’ll 
love the sandy bay beaches and clear 
waters, the foreshore reserves and 
bustling townships along the way.

We have the opportunity to make 
Peninsula Trail a world-class tourism 
experience, but we need investment to fill 
in some ‘missing links’ in the trail.

We’re ready to start on the Baxter-
Somerville trail thanks to funding 
from both the Victorian and Australian 
Government, but we need another $45 
million to connect all the trails.

When completed, Peninsula Trail will link 
our townships, communities, schools and 

businesses. It will promote opportunities 
for eco-tourism, cycling adventures and 
cultural and historic tours, plus showcase 
our vibrant food, wine and art scene.

It will be an attraction for visitors from 
around Victoria, Australia and the world. 

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/peninsulatrail

Missing Links

Existing trail

Existing walk only trail
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Peninsula Trail 
what a ride!



Yawa is the local Indigenous word for ‘swim’ and 
is our new world-class aquatic centre in Rosebud. 
Enjoy an amazing day with the family or treat 
yourself. You really need to see it to believe it!

• 50m indoor pool
• learn to swim pool
• aqua play
• inflatable water 

course
• café

• spa, sauna and steam 
room

• gym
• group fitness
• wellness centre
• disability access

Welcome 
to Yawa

Crib Point 
outdoor pool

31 Governors 
Road, Crib Point

25m pool and 
kids’ leisure pool 
with lawn space, 
kiosk and picnic 
tables.

Civic Reserve 
Recreation Centre

350 Dunns Road, 
Mornington

Gymnasium, 
group exercise 
studio, childcare, 
gymnastics centre, 
two-court stadium 
and tennis courts.

Somerville 
Recreation Centre

14 Edward Street, 
Somerville

Fully accessible 
centre with four 
multi-sport indoor 
courts, Pilates 
and wellness 
studios, childcare 
and café.

Pelican Park 
Recreation Centre

2 Marine Parade, 
Hastings

Fully accessible 
heated 25m indoor 
pool and toddler 
splash pad, 
gymnasium, group 
fitness classes, 
personal training, 
childcare and a 
café next door.

yawa.com.au

Somerville Active 
Recreation Hub 
and skatepark
Fruit Growers Reserve 
Edward Street Somerville
We’ve got a brand-new place to 
play this summer so grab the family 
and head to Somerville to check out 
our new active recreation hub and 
skatepark.

There’s a BMX, scooter and skate 
area with banks, transitions, street and 
bowl, multi-use court, four square, 
parkour equipment, kids climbing wall 
and mini trampolines.

Mount Martha Public Golf Course
Forest Drive, Mount Martha
Welcome to the friendliest golf course 
on the Peninsula!

Affordable golf for families, social 
groups, beginners and pros. 18 holes 
plus clubhouse with deck and views.

 mtmarthapublicgc.com.au

New!New!
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5. Summer lovin’ had me a blast 
Summer lovin’ happened so fast

6. I can see you 
Your brown skin shining 
in the sun 
You got your hair slicked back 
and those Wayfarers on, baby

7. ‘Cause people believe 
That they’re gonna get away 
for the summer

8. Take me back to the sweet times 
The hot nights

9. Sun-kissed skin 
So hot we’ll melt your popsicle

10. I’m feelin’ electric tonight 
Cruisin’ down the coast, goin’ 
about 99

11. I got that sunshine in my pocket 
Got that good soul in my feet

12. And I snuck in through the  
garden gate 
Every night that summer just to  
seal my fate (oh)

13. Tastes like strawberries on a 
summer evening 
And it sounds just like a song

1. April Sun in Cuba, Dragon
2. Hoochie Gucci Fiorucci Mama, 

Australian Crawl
3. Sounds of Then, Gangajang
4. One Summer, Daryl Braithwaite

5. Summer nights, Olivia 
Newton-John and 
John Travolta

6. Boys of Summer, Don Henley
7. Champagne Supernova, Oasis

8. In the Summertime, 
 Thirsty Merc

9. California Gurls, Katy Perry
10. Summertime Sadness,  

Lana del Rey

11. Can’t stop the feeling, 
Justin Timberlake

12. Cruel Summer, Taylor Swift
13. Watermelon Sugar, Harry Styles
14. Sunshine, One Republic

15. Sunroof, Nicky Youre and dazy
16. Summertime, Ella Fitzgerald 

and Louis Armstrong

14. Hit me with them good vibes 
Pictures on my phone like 
Everything is so fine 
Little bit of sunshine

15. You got me stuck on the 
thought of you 
You’re making me feel 
brand new 
You’re more than a sunshine 
in my eyes

16. Summertime and the livin’  
is easy 
Fish are jumpin’ and the 
cotton is high

1. I’m tired of the city life 
Summer’s on the run

2. So it’s a backbeach 
in the summer 
The chalet for the snow

3. Out on the patio we’d sit, 
And the humidity we’d breathe,

4. I think back not far 
Drivin’ down the beach in my car

Can you name the song and artist from these lyrics?
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SongsSongs
SummerSummerofof

How’s your song knowledge from across the decades?
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The pier was built in 1870. 
Extra points if you can name the ferry!

Corner store built from local 
limestone in 1886.

step back 
in time
The cars, costumes and buildings may 
have changed, but the Peninsula is still a 
favourite holiday destination for many.

If you want to know more about the history 
of the Mornington Peninsula, including the 
local Bunurong people, visit one of our 

historical societies or the many historical 
properties that are open to the public.

Check out our Heritage Trail map and take 
a walk through our past.

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/localhistory
 mornpen.vic.gov.au/aboriginalculture

The petrol pumps are still there but 
just for show.

Marker cairn for a well-known explorer. There’s now a bustling marina here.

Just across the road where they 
held school camps.

Still a hotel but now surrounded 
by shops.

No longer a sleepy holiday village.

Can you figure out 
where these photos 
were taken?

1. Somers General Store
2. Somers Beach
3. Matthew Flinders Cairn at Arthurs Seat
4. View of Dromana Bay from Mount Martha

5. The Rye Hotel
6. Point Nepean Road, Dromana
7. Sorrento pier. Hygeia
8. Stringer’s Stores, Sorrento

1.

3.

5.

7.

2.

4.

6.

8.



Find out what’s happening on the Peninsula this summer 
– from fun runs, live music, markets, festivals, movies and 
more. Here’s a selection to get you started!

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/events
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The Briars in Mount Martha is a beautiful 
230-hectare sanctuary that is one of the 
best kept secrets on the Peninsula. Its 
wetlands and woodlands are home to an 
abundance of local flora and fauna.

Discover your favourite part of The Briars 
– nature walks, picnics, the Heritage 
Homestead, the Shire nursery or one of  
our community events.

Mount Martha Briars Market 
The freshest produce, unique gifts  
and innovative homewares 
Sunday 27 November 
Sunday 23 January 
9am to 2pm

Sunset Cinema 
A relaxed summer movie experience  
with new-release films under the stars. 
21 December to 20 January

Our Survival Day 
An all-inclusive family event to promote  
our strength, passion and community.

Bring a picnic blanket, sit back and 
listen to live music or join in our cultural 
workshops and activities.
26 January, 12pm  

 oursurvivalday.com

what’s on at 
The Briars

Latest news from

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/thebriars

Sensational 

summer

Front Beach Back Beach 
closing ceremony 
Sunday 27 November 
Fort Nepean

Spirited Tribe Market 
Friday 9 December 
The Studio, 
Peninsula Community Theatre, Mornington

McCrae SUFM family activities 
Tuesday 3 to Wednesday 11 January 
McCrae foreshore

Under the Tree 2023 
Sunday 8 January 
Shoreham Recreation Reserve

Rye Gift and Family Fun 
Saturday 14 January 
RJ Rowley Recreation Reserve

Two Bays Trail Run 
Sunday 15 January 
Dromana to Cape Schanck

Portsea Swim Classic 
Saturday 21 January 
Point Nepean National Park

Peninsula Film Festival 
Saturday 4 February 
Rosebud Village Green

We’re off to the market!
Rediscover our celebrated 
community markets this summer 
– the freshest produce, tastiest 
treats and finest artisan products. 
Our stallholders can’t wait to 
share their wares! Sunday craft 
markets are back at The Briars 
too, check for dates.

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/markets

Mornington Peninsula Regional Gallery
Explore something new at one of 
Australia’s leading regional galleries.

Collection+ Judith 
Alexandrovics /Julian Opie 
10 December 2022–19 February 2023

The third of the MPRG’s Collection+ 
series brings together the work of the 
late Melbourne based artist Judith 
Alexandrovics and contemporary British 
artist Julian Opie.

Image credit: Judith Alexandrovics,  
People are Individuals 1975



Bin your Bin your 
litterlitter

Let’s all play our part 
and make sure litter 
doesn’t spoil our 
beautiful Peninsula.

Resource Recovery Centres 
A wide range of household items can be recycled free of charge at our Resource Recovery 
Centres at Rye, Mornington and Tyabb. There are also hoppers (smaller waste facilities 
that accept household waste and recyclables) located at Sorrento, Flinders and Dromana.
Check our Waste and Recycling Disposal Guide.

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/recyclingguide

p
la

y your part • #binyourl
it

te
r 

 

LI
TT

ER WATCH AREA
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Recycle Recycle 
right!right!

Here’s how to recycle  
right on the Peninsula.
Please remember - just one 
contaminated bin can send a 
whole truck load to landfill.

What can go in my recycling bin?

paper, cardboard,  
newspapers and magazines

glass bottle and jars  
(lids off)

hard plastic  
containers

QR codes on bins
This summer, we’re trialling QR codes 
on our public rubbish bins so you can 
report an overflowing bin.
If the bins are full, please take your 
litter home with you – don’t leave it 
next to the bin. We don’t want it on our 
beaches or in the water.
If you see a full public bin, please let 
us know via the QR code or:

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/report-it 

milk and juice cartons pizza boxes  
(non-greasy/soiled)

takeaway containers  
(hard plastic only/clean)

aluminium and steel cans, 
trays, aerosols, foil  

(scrunched into a ball)

coffee cup lids  
(not the cup)

no plastic bags – empty items 
loose into the recycling bin

Summer bin collections
Recycling bins will be collected weekly  
from 12 December to 27 January.

Want to check what day your bin  
is collected? Find out here: 

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/bins

Say no to single-use plastics
Everyone can help decrease our use 
of plastics and reduce the amount of 
plastic litter.
This summer play your part and BYO cup 
or container at our local businesses and 
support our plastic-free Peninsula.

Keep our 
beaches 
clean, 
please bin 
your litter
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How’s your head today?
It’s important to make your 
mental health a priority. If you’re 
not feeling like yourself you can 
find information, advice and professional 
support at: 

 headtohealth.gov.au

Buruli ulcer
Buruli ulcer is a skin disease caused 
by toxins made by the bacterium 
Mycobacterium ulcerans, which leads to 
ulceration and skin loss. Mosquitoes may 
have a role in transmitting the infection, so 
protect yourself by avoiding mosquito bites. 

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/beatthebite

Beat the heat
With heatwaves a regular 
feature on the Peninsula 
during the summer, it’s 
important to plan ahead and 
consider how you can look 
after yourself, your loved ones and pets 
when extreme heat hits.

• Drink plenty of water.
• Never leave anyone in the car.
• Plan activities for the coolest part  

of the day.
• Ensure pets have cool water and shade.
• Check in on others, such as elderly or 

vulnerable neighbours.
 mornpen.vic.gov.au/summerheat

Be fire ready
If you’re staying on the Peninsula 
this summer, you need to make 
sure you’re fire ready.

• Download the VicEmergency app.
• Check your Fire Danger Rating every day.
• Learn about bushfire places of last resort.
• Have a bushfire plan and leave early.

 emergency.vic.gov.au
 cfa.vic.gov.au

Open air burning
Once the CFA declares a Fire Danger 
Period (which is different to a Total Fire 
Ban day), no fires on any size property are 
allowed in the open air without a permit. 
It’s everyone’s responsibility to be aware 
of and comply with these fire restriction 
conditions. For more information:

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/firedangerperiod
 cfa.vic.gov.au/warnings-restrictions

Thunderstorm Asthma
Grass pollen season brings a 
seasonal increase in asthma 
and hay fever, plus the chance 
of epidemic thunderstorm 
asthma. Find out how to protect  
yourself visit:

 betterhealth.vic.gov.au/ 
 thunderstormasthma

keep safe 
& healthy

Our beaches
Front beach v back beach - whatever you 
decide, always swim between the flags. 
Read the safety signs and never swim alone.

Patrolled beaches
Surf
Portsea, Sorrento, Gunnamatta.

Bay
Point Leo, Mornington, Mount Martha, 
Dromana Bay, Rosebud-McCrae.

Wheelchair accessible beach matting
Mothers Beach, Mornington

Mount Martha (in front of the life saving club)

Rosebud (next to the jetty)

Rye front beach (next to the pier)

Sorrento front beach  
(next to the Baths restaurant)

All-terrain and beach wheelchairs
Point Leo - Sandcruiser beach wheelchair

 pointleoslsc.com

Mount Martha – two MobiChairs

 mmlsc.com.au

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/accessiblerecreation

Dogs on beaches
Exercising your dog on the beach is a 
great way to get outdoors, however please 
remember dogs are prohibited on many 
beaches from 9am to 7pm throughout the 
daylight savings period. Make sure you keep 
your dog on a leash at all other times, except 
when at a designated leash-free area.

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/dogsonbeaches

Jet ski safety
Jet skis are a popular activity at many 
Peninsula beaches. It is important to 
remember however, they pose a danger 
to other people if not ridden safely and 
responsibly. Remember to Ride Right.

 transportsafety.vic.gov.au/msv/pwc

Community Safety Officers are patrolling 
beaches this summer to ensure responsible 
animal management and will report 
irresponsible riding of jet skis.

gone to 
the beach



Customer support
Our customer service staff are  
ready to help you.

Via phone or web chat: 
 1300 850 600

Web chat: 
 mornpen.vic.gov.au/contact-us

8.30am to 5pm Monday to Friday.

In person at our Service Centres: 
Rosebud and Mornington 
9am to 4.30pm Monday to Friday 
Hastings 
1pm to 4.30pm Monday to Friday. 
(excluding public holidays)

Rosebud Office 
90 Besgrove Street

Mornington Office 
2 Queen Street

Hastings Office 
21 Marine Parade

You can also email: 
 customerservice@mornpen.vic.gov.au

Message us via Facebook:  
 facebook.com/mornpenshire

Or make a report via our website,  
including adding a photo: 

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/reportit

If the issue is an emergency requiring 
immediate attention, it’s still best to give us 
a call 24 hours a day, 7 days a week: 

 1300 850 600.

Mornington Peninsula Visitor 
Information Centre
To connect with our local tourism experts 
at the Mornington Peninsula Visitor 
Information Centre, please call or email 
for the most up to date information to plan 
your experience. 

 5950 1579 
 info@tourism.mornpen.vic.gov.au

Daily 10am to 4pm, closed Christmas Day
 mpbusiness.com.au/experience-local


