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As the year comes to a close, 
I’m reflecting on the great things 
our community and Council have 
achieved working together.

We led the sector by establishing 
a rolling citizens panel to guide our 
decision-making. We focussed on 
growing our arts and culture sector, 
adopting our Music Plan 2025, 
celebrating the inaugural DRIFT Arts 
Festival and launching a feasibility 
study into a new performing arts and 
cultural precinct on the Peninsula.

Your feedback on our Budget was 
incredible – we received more than 
2,500 responses via our new online 
Budget portal.

We doubled down on our support 
for local business, establishing our 
Building Better Business networking 
events, holding the inaugural 
Innovation Summit and hosting our 
first Business Excellence Awards.

In a year with a federal and state 
election, the Shire stepped up its 
advocacy on key issues, based on 
what you told us mattered most to 
you. We asked you to help us ‘shout 
out’ for the Peninsula on issues such 
as homelessness, public transport 

and coastal management.

Notably, the past year has been one 
of recovery, renewal and revitalisation. 
It has been an incredible honour 
and privilege to serve as Mayor of 
our Peninsula and to witness first-
hand the strength, commitment and 
compassion of our community. Thank 
you to everyone who dedicates their 
time to making the Peninsula such a 
special place to live, work and play.

Councillor Anthony Marsh, Mayor 
Mornington Peninsula Shire 

 anthony.marsh@mornpen.vic.gov.au 
 5950 1428

Cr Steve Holland Cr Anthony Marsh Cr Despi O’Connor

Briars

Cr Sarah RaceCr Lisa Dixon Cr Susan Bissinger

NepeanCerberus

Cr David Gill

Red Hill

Cr Debra MarCr Antonella Celi Cr Kerri McCafferty Cr Paul Mercurio AM 
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WatsonSeawinds

Visit us
Our customer service centres are open, 
please check the website for opening hours. 

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/contactus
Rosebud  90 Besgrove Street 
Mornington  2 Queen Street 
Hastings  21 Marine Parade 
Somerville  1085 Frankston-Flinders Road
Talk to us  

 1300 850 600 
 customerservice@mornpen.vic.gov.au 
 peninsulawide@mornpen.vic.gov.au
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Mornington Peninsula Shire 
acknowledges and pays 
respect to the Bunurong 
people, the Traditional 
Custodians of these lands 
and waters.

Next edition we will 
welcome our new Mayor, 
who was elected just after 
we went to print.



The mystery of the Rosebud eucalypt
Once upon a time there was an 
aspiring botanist who lived on 
a property in the heart of urban 
Rosebud. In an ironic coincidence,  
his front yard was home to a 
mysterious eucalyptus tree that 
defied identification.

“It was after my interest in botany 
developed at university that I was 
intrigued by this individual on the 
block,” explained Neville Walsh, 
who went on to become senior 
conservation botanist at the Royal 
Botanic Gardens Victoria.

“We had an original snow gum 
(Eucalyptus pauciflora) in the back 
yard, and I’d assumed it to be one 
of those, but it didn’t quite fit in its 
juvenile leaves and the smell of the 
crushed leaves, which were of the 
‘peppermint’ type.

“I thought it was likely a hybrid 
between the snow gum and a 
peppermint, but the only peppermint 
known to be native on the southern 
Peninsula is Narrow-leaved 
Peppermint (Eucalyptus radiata), and 
it didn’t make sense for that, so it was 
an enigma.”

Walsh collected seeds from it many 
years ago and safely stored them at 

the Victorian Conservation Seedbank 
at the Royal Botanic Gardens in 
Melbourne. It is thought the species 
was once more widespread on the 
Peninsula, but no others could be 
found at the time.

Fast forward to 2021 when the Shire 
was contacted by a local ecologist 
who knew of the secret seeds. 

Excited by the prospect 
of re-establishing the 
unknown species on the 
Peninsula, the seeds 
were sent to the Shire 
nursery for propagation 
and eight plants were 
successfully grown.
These have now been planted  
across three reserves, close to 
the site of the original tree to 
ensure the correct soil profile 
and ecological vegetation class.

We’re keeping a close eye on the 
trees as they grow and hope, in time, 
that we will find more mature trees 
of the species and the herbarium will 

give them a firm Eucalyptus 
species identification.

Other examples may have been found 
at Green Bush but “It’s a puzzle that’s 
still not fully resolved,” said Walsh.
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You don’t have to be a qualified 
botanist to make important plant 
and animal observations.

Anyone can be a Citizen Scientist 
using the iNaturalist app.  
It’s a global social network 
where you can record and  
share observations by 
uploading photos.

Download the app and join 
the Mornington Peninsula 
Biodiversity Project to help 
researchers across the globe 
while getting out in nature.
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My collection day is:
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ith us: 

 

Bins are emptied on all p
ublic holidays.  

Your general waste bin is collected weekly. 

Please place bins out by 5
am on your collection day.  

Missed bin? Call u
s the following day: 

 1300 850 600
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My collection day is:

Check your bin day online or live chat with us: 

 

Bins are emptied on all public holidays.  

Your general waste bin is collected weekly. 

Please place bins out by 5am on your collection day.  

Missed bin? Call us the following day:  1300 850 600

More bins, more collections this summer
Summer is a busy time on the Peninsula and lots of people can 
unfortunately mean lots of rubbish. We care about keeping our beaches 
and waterways clean, so we put in place extra measures over summer to 
help people dispose of litter responsibly.

This summer we are trialling QR codes on bins in busy foreshore areas 
so you can quickly and easily report an overflowing bin. This will help us 
empty it more quickly and reduce the likelihood of litter ending up in our 
bays. We also place more bins in the busiest foreshore areas, increase 
the collection and servicing of these areas to up to three times a day and 
have a team of litter prevention officers patrolling across the Peninsula.

Caffeine on the Peninsula 
goes green
We’ve partnered with Green Caffeen 
to bring an eco-friendly ‘swap and 
go’ coffee solution to the Mornington 
Peninsula. How does it work? 

Coffee drinkers simply:
• Download the Green Caffeen app 

and tap 'grab, swap or drop’.
• Buy your drink at participating  

cafes and scan the Green  
Caffeen code.

• Return your empty cup to the same 
cafe or any other participating café.

You then grab a fresh cup the next 
time you order your coffee! 

As long as the cup is returned  
within 30 days, it’s free to use,  
just pay for the coffee.  

 greencaffeen.com.au

What’s my bin day?  
Have you recently moved or are 
new to the Mornington Peninsula? 
Download our helpful bin day 
calendar and pop it on your fridge! 

Simply enter your address in our 
handy ‘find my bin day’ tool. 

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/findyourbinday

To make it easier for everyone 
across Victoria, all Councils are 
standardising the colours of  
their bin lids. Makes sense right?

We’re changing from blue  
recycling bin lids and dark  
green rubbish bin lids to: 
Yellow = recycling bin 
Red = rubbish bin

There will be no change to the food 
and garden organics bin, so your 
green lid bin will remain the same.

The transition to the new bin 
lid colours will be gradual, with 
damaged or new bins being issued 
in the new colours to begin with. 

This means while we transition  
to the new standardised bin lids 
your bin lid colour may be different 
to your neighbours.

These changes will not affect bin 
collections, how you dispose of your 
items, or the service in any way.

If you’re new to the area, it’s a good 
idea to familiarise yourself with what 
goes in each bin as every council 
area is a little bit different.

Download the A-Z waste and 
recycling guide and the food  
and green waste brochure. 

 mornpen.vic.gov.au 
     recyclingguide 

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/greenwaste

Our bin lids are changing colour 
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Fish Fill-it public art sculpture
Everyone, meet FISH FILL-IT!! The only marine creature 
in the whole world that loves gobbling up plastic.

If you would like this pretty special snapper to come 
and visit your school, community centre, early learning 
centre, sustainability fair or anywhere else, please fill 
out our online booking form and we will get in touch to 
arrange collection of the sculpture.

FISH FILL-IT is supported by the Mornington Peninsula 
Shire Community Grants program and was created by 
artist Liz Walker and Andy McPhee from Andustria. 

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/SUP

New service to recycle 
tricky household items 
We’ve introduced a new and free 
recycling service for those hard-to-
recycle objects that can’t go in your 
kerbside recycling bins. 

That’s things like cables, mobile 
phones and cameras, DVDs and light 
globes. The new recovery stations will 
be located at Mornington, Rosebud, 
Hastings and Somerville libraries.  

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/   
    recoverystations

Best Bites  
2022 winners 
Wondering where to get a bite to 
eat? Try one of the winners of our 
Best Bites awards, which recognise 
the most outstanding local food 
businesses in the areas of healthy 
eating, sustainability, access and 
inclusion, food safety and reduction 
of tobacco and alcohol.

Foxey’s Hangout in Red Hill 
has won gold in the Best Bites 
Restaurant category, closely 
followed by The Kitchen in 
Tootgarook winning silver and Unica 
Cucina E Caffe in Capel Sound and 
Stumpy Gully in Moorooduc both 
being awarded bronze.

Commonfolk Coffee Company in 
Mornington won gold in the Café 
category, with Blue Mini in Rosebud 
winning silver and Two to Tango in 
Somerville winning bronze.

For the full list of category winners: 
 mornpen.vic.gov.au/bestbites
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Celebrating business excellence
Our inaugural Business Excellence 
Awards were a huge success, with 
more than 200 guests joining us 
to celebrate the local businesses 
that have excelled over the past 
two years. The Awards recognised 
and showcased local businesses in 
three areas: excellence, innovation 
and sustainability.

There was a fantastic response from 
our business community, with more 
than 100 entries received, and we 
were inspired by the strength and 
creativity of the submissions.

The top prize for Business of the 
Year went to Red Gum BBQ in 
Red Hill, which demonstrated 
a commitment to innovation, 
sustainability and excellence in 
every aspect of operations.

Category winners were:
• Business of the Year: 

Red Gum BBQ
• Creative Industries:  

Little Woodworkers®
• Retail: Talking Hens
• Tourism:  

Moonraker Dolphin Swims

• Hospitality: Red Gum BBQ
• Trade, Building and 

Construction: Dunton Group 
Electrical Services

• Agriculture and Manufacturing: 
Two Bays Brewing Company

• Health and Community:  
Atticus Regional Medicentre, 
Hastings

• Start Up: The Peel Thing
• Professional Services:  

Prof. Consulting Group
We’re proud to recognise and 
reward our local businesses and the 
incredible impact they have on our 
local economy and community. A very 
big thank you to our sponsors: 3MP 
radio, Hillview Quarries, Mornington 
Peninsula Magazine, Mornington 
Peninsula News Group, Mornington 
Racecourse, Mornington Peninsula 
Regional Tourism and Smart Business 
Solutions Group.

Planning is already underway for next 
year’s Awards. Please contact us if 
you would like information about 2023 
sponsorship opportunities. 

 business@mornpen.vic.gov.au 
 mpbusiness.com.au

Yawa best community facility in Australia
When we designed the Yawa Aquatic 
Centre, we dreamed of the best 
facility possible for our community. 
Something really special that would 
bring people together, encourage 
active recreation, provide a huge 
range of health and wellbeing benefits 
and of course, teach people to swim. 

So we could not be happier to say 
Yawa has been recognised as  
the ‘Community Facility of the Year’ 
at the prestigious 2022 Parks and 
Leisure Australia National Awards 
of Excellence.  

 yawa.com.au

In its first year of operation, some 
incredible achievements include:
• 4,935 members
• 472,075 people through the door
• 196 ongoing jobs, of which 95 

percent are Peninsula local staff
• 83,519 people enjoying a swim.
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MPRG to host Australia’s biggest art prize
Our very own Mornington Peninsula Regional Gallery has been announced as the 
exclusive Victorian venue for the Archibald Prize tour in 2023. The Archibald Prize 
for portrait painting is the country’s favourite and most significant art award. The 
exhibition will run from 15 September to 5 November 2023 and will be an exciting 
time for the gallery and our community.  mprg.mornpen.vic.gov.au

In the lead up to the recent 
state election, we advocated to 
local candidates and the Victorian 
Government on the issues and 
projects you told us matter the  
most to you. The Shire held community 
election forums with local candidates, 
which provided the opportunity for 
residents to discuss important local 
priorities ahead of voting. 

We asked residents, 
community groups and 
businesses to add 

their voices to ours to help our 
messages cut through.

The campaign covered:
• homelessness and affordable 

housing
• peri-regional Peninsula
• public transport
• coastal management
• performing arts centre

• road safety
• Peninsula Trail
• Rosebud Hospital
• recycled water
• mobile coverage.
We look forward to working with 
our recently elected Members of 
Parliament and will continue to 
raise awareness of the challenges 
that face the Mornington Peninsula 
and invite you to join us. Find out how 
you can make a difference. 

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/advocacy

Showcasing our youth
Our Youth Recognition Awards were an opportunity for 
us to celebrate the amazing achievements of some of the 
Peninsula’s talented and passionate young people. The 
event was organised by our Youth Advisory Committee 
and supported by the Shire and state government during 
Victorian Youth Week. The award recipients are:

• Louise Turnbull – the arts
• Lily Setnik – the environment
• Cody Bowman – hidden heroes
• Phoebe McShane – inclusion
• Mackenzie Dornom – community leader.

Fresh or frozen to your home  
Meals on Wheels is a name familiar 
to all and is at the heart of many 
communities. Our team of qualified 
chefs, kitchen assistants and support 
staff prepare a whopping 66,000 meals 
each year for our older residents and 
those with a disability. These meals are 

delivered by our trained 
and dedicated volunteers, 

who also provide 
a wellbeing check 

each week to ensure our residents 
are safe and socially connected. We 
deliver chilled or frozen meals on days 
convenient to clients. 

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/mealsonwheels

Meals on Wheels needs volunteers 
to deliver meals in Rosebud and 
Hastings. If you can help on 
weekday mornings, please contact: 

 5950 1600    
 vso.meals@mornpen.vic.gov.au

Front Beach Back Beach 
For those who missed our 
Front Beach Back Beach  
arts road trip across the 
Peninsula, MPRG is hosting a 
special exhibition between  
10 December and 19 February. 

 mprg.mornpen.vic.gov.au
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Doubled capacity 
at Narambi Reserve
We’re supporting the growth of 
participation in AFL with a new, 
second oval at Narambi Reserve 
in Mornington.

The second oval will help cater 
for the increased participation in 
AFL due to population growth, 
increased female participation and 
overall high participation rates on 
the Peninsula.

The $2.5 million project was 
funded by the Shire and the  
state government.
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Briars

Small businesses make up 92 per cent of the business sector on the Peninsula – they are the 
lifeblood of our economy. I was so inspired by the strength and number of entries we received 
for our inaugural Business Excellence Awards. The past couple of years has been tough for local 
business, yet they still found ways to promote excellence, innovation and sustainability across their 
operations. I congratulate all our winners and entries and thank you to our sponsors. It’s time now 
for some summer fun – enjoy our beaches and precious foreshores and best wishes for 2023. 

 0435 610 745    anthony.marsh@mornpen.vic.gov.au

It’s been a whirlwind of activity in Briars ward the past few months. I have loved being  
out and about again meeting with people, attending events and hearing from you.  
I am constantly impressed by and proud of the degree of community involvement and 
commitment to making our world a better place to live in. Some of the great events I’ve been 
to include the homelessness and housing affordability forum, the Mornington Yacht Club, the 
Bentons Square Community Centre AGM, Balcombe Estuary Reserves Group (BERG) AGM, the 
Mornington Chamber of Commerce and the Victorian Feltmakers Exhibition at Oak Hill Gallery.

As the holidays near, I wish everyone a safe and happy festive season. 
 0435 569 710    despi.oconnor@mornpen.vic.gov.au

The Shire’s new reporting system has proved to be a great success. If you’ve come 
across something on our Peninsula we should know about, please visit our website and 
click ‘Report a Problem’ to submit a request. You’ll receive an immediate receipt via 
email and the report will be automatically forwarded to the relevant team for action.

Thank you to the first responders, Shire staff and other volunteers from our community 
who continue to support those in need across Victoria affected by the recent floods. 
Your tireless efforts are greatly appreciated. Finally, look after yourself over summer 
and enjoy a well-earned break – Merry Christmas!  

 0410 905 085    steve.holland@mornpen.vic.gov.auCr Steve Holland

Mayor 
Cr Anthony Marsh

Cr Despi O’Connor

In the works

John Butler Reserve upgrades
The new toilet block at John Butler Reserve is finished, giving our community  
a fresh, modern facility. Next on the list is a new playground, plus paths,  
furniture and landscaping, with works underway now.
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The Briars wildlife sanctuary to grow
We are over the moon to announce 
The Briars will be receiving more 
than $1.5 million in funding from the 
Victorian Government’s Regional 
Tourism Investment Fund (RTIF), 
which will be used to expand the 
existing 90-hectare wildlife sanctuary 
by an additional 40 hectares.

This is an important step in realising 
The Briars Master Plan, including 
larger spaces for walking, reflection, 
animal spotting and the reintroduction 
of locally extinct native wildlife.

We’ve already started making the dream 
a reality by planting more than 3,000 
indigenous trees, shrubs and grasses 
across the new land at The Briars. 

This wouldn’t have been possible 
without the help of our amazing 
community volunteers on National 
Tree Day, along with school groups, 
Mount Martha Rotary Club, Briars staff 
and more volunteers. A big shout out 
to The Briars nursery for growing such 
great quality plants too!

New pavilion 
a beacon of 
sustainability
Construction is well underway 
on the new $6.7 million sports 
pavilion at Civic Reserve  
in Mornington.

Not only will the new pavilion 
bring much needed facilities, 
but it also has some amazing 
sustainability features.

The building will use far  
less energy than a standard 
build, thanks to features like 
shading, insulation and double 
glazing, as well as efficient 
appliances, lighting and 
heating and cooling. 

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/ 
    civicreservepavilion

Petanque anyone? The Mount Martha Bowls 
and Petanque Club hosted the National Petanque 
Interstate Teams Challenge in August. They had 10 
teams representing different states vying for the trophy, 
with Victoria taking out the 60-plus division and South 
Australia the Open division in a hugely successful 
weekend. For membership details or to find out more:  

 mountmartha.bowls.com.au    0409 413 416

Young riders jumping with joy 
Homegrown and handmade, 
we’re excited about the new 
mountain bike and BMX dirt 
jumps pilot program at Citation 
Reserve. We’ve brought together 
a group of keen young local 
riders and experienced trail 
builders from Trailscapes to 
get creative and build bike 
jumps. Table tops, gap jumps, 
whale tails and berms – it’s all 
happening! The trail builders have 
been mentoring and educating 
our team of young builders 
on how to safely construct the 
jumps, making sure the natural 
environment is protected and all 
the considerations agreed on by 
Council are met. 

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/dirtjumps

Shape the future of the Mount Eliza coastline 
Want to have your say on our draft Coastal 
and Marine Management Plan for Mount Eliza? 
This coast is already facing impacts of climate 
change, including cliff and beach erosion 
hazards, and growing populations will further 
increase the pressures on this coastline. 

Talk to us in person at the Mount Eliza Village 
Green on 10 January between 11am and 2pm. 
Or you can simply give your feedback online.  

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/coastalplans
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Deputy Mayor 
Cr Lisa Dixon
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Cerberus

In the works
Hastings footpath  
missing link
We’ve filled in the ‘missing link’ in the 
footpath at the top end of High Street with 
approximately 150m of new footpath. This 
now links residents to schools, childcare 
and community housing facilities, making life 
easier for our community. 

Tuerong blackspot
We’ve successfully applied for funding from 
the federal government’s Blackspot Program 
to do important safety upgrades at the 
intersection of Hodgins and Stumpy Gully 
Roads in Tuerong. Designs are in progress 
for a new compact roundabout, raised 
platforms and improved lighting. 

Crib Point Community House
We’ve made parking easier and more accessible for users of the Crib 
Point Community House with an upgrade to the car park. Works have 
included a new footpath for safer access into the community house, 
new pavement with more car spaces, better drainage and a concrete 
pad for community garden storage.

Shout out for better public transport
Our community has shouted out the urgent need for a 
cross-Peninsula bus service from Hastings to Mornington. 
At the recent Peninsula Transport Forum in Hastings, 
residents voiced their thoughts and questioned election 
candidates on transport issues on the Peninsula, including:

• a cross-Peninsula bus service from Mornington to Hastings

• rail electrification beyond Frankston

• walking and cycling

• safer roads and infrastructure.
The Metropolitan Transport Forum is an advocacy group 
with members from local government, associate members 
representing transport companies and participants from the 
state government and environment groups.

One of the things I love 
about my job is attending 
community events and 
supporting the incredible 
work that is done by so 
many organisations in 
our ward. 

Over the past few months 
there have been so many 
wonderful occasions, 
including the 30th 

anniversary of the opening of the Hastings Seafarers 
Centre, the Shire’s Business Excellence Awards and 
Best Bites Awards, our Senior’s Expo, the Hastings 
WP Historical Society AGM, Police Remembrance Day, 
a community lunch at Crib Point, the U3A Hastings 
committee meeting, the Hastings Bowling Club open 
day, August Art Attack opening at Crib Point, a visit 
to St Mary’s Primary School and delivering meals for 
Hastings Meals on Wheels Day, just to name a few. 
Phew! Thank you to our amazing volunteers who do 
such great work in our community.

As this year comes to a close, I would like to express 
my gratitude for my term as Deputy Mayor. It was both 
an honour and a privilege to serve and represent the 
Mornington Peninsula Shire Council. 

I have learnt a great deal and received so much 
support, encouragement and kindness from our 
wonderful community. Thank you to everyone who 
shared their stories with me and I wish you all 
season’s greetings and a happy 2023.

 0435 630 007    lisa.dixon@mornpen.vic.gov.au
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Enter stage right…Hastings
We know our creative community 
is crying, singing and shouting out 
for a place to perform and thrive. 

We’ve investigated 23 sites 
across the Peninsula as potential 
locations for a creative cultural 
precinct, and after an in-depth 
assessment of three short-listed

sites, expert consultants have 
recommended Hastings as the 
most suitable location.

A new contemporary theatre would 
help grow our local creative arts 
industries, create job opportunities 
for our performing artists, deliver 
economic benefits through 
increased tourism and help 

position the Peninsula as a premier 
arts and culture destination.

While we continue to advocate to 
the state and federal governments 
for funding, the next step is to 
develop a business case and 
consult with the community. We’ll 
let you know every step of the way 
as this exciting project develops.

Crib Point pool open!
It’s time to make a splash at Crib 
Point pool. We’ve repaired the leaks 
caused by the earthquake last year 
and it’s prepped and ready for a busy 
summer. The pool is open seven days 
a week 9.30am to 6pm for all to enjoy. 
It’s the perfect place for the family with 
a 25-metre pool and shaded toddlers 
pool, plus a huge grass area with 
picnic tables, clean and comfortable 
change rooms and a kiosk. 

 cribpointpool.com.au

Thanks for caring about 
Hastings foreshore
Thank you to everyone who contributed their 
ideas to our latest draft master plan for the 
Hastings foreshore. We know this is a much-
loved area and we want to make sure its 
future use is sustainable and in line with the 
community’s needs and expectations.

The draft plan is an opportunity to balance the 
cultural, social, environmental and economic 
values of this area. The final plan is due to go 
to Council in December. 

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/hastingsforeshore

New EV charger for Hastings
Hastings has scored another win with the installation of 
a new public charging station for electric vehicles. The 
50kW fast-charger can charge a typical electric vehicle 
from flat to 80 per cent charge in about one hour.

The installation, at the Woolworths car park on King 
Street, is part of a state government-funded program 
to promote the uptake of sustainable transport.

To learn more about electric vehicles: 
 mornpen.vic.gov.au/electricvehicles 
 electricvehiclecouncil.com.au
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Nepean

In the works

We have a veritable feast of events and activities happening on the Nepean peninsula this summer. 
To name a few – Portsea Surf Life Saving Club has a great weekend planned 20-21 January with its 
Bay to Surf swim and Swim Classic while the Pier to Perignon ocean swim in February makes a great 
carnival atmosphere. RJ Rowley Reserve in Rye will be hosting the Rye Gift again this year, as well as 
the football netball club’s car and bike show at Easter. 

The recent Front Beach Back Beach public arts projects was a fantastic success in telling local stories 
and celebrating the Indigenous, environmental, cultural and social heritage of our region.  

 0466 237 655    sarah.race@mornpen.vic.gov.au

As we head into summer our townships are leading the way in business recovery.  
Sorrento is fortunate to have extremely low shop vacancy rates with new shops opening, including 
a huge Mecca Cosmetica before Christmas. Not to mention the amazing redevelopment at the 
InterContinental and Hotel Sorrento and a refresh throughout our shopping strip. The Shire has 
been supporting efforts to make more accommodation available in Sorrento for workers so our 
local businesses can attract and keep staff. We are preparing for our visitors!

Locals are quietly gearing up for the ‘Sorrento under the radar’ beach and street litter clean up. 
Grab a bag any time you go for a walk. 

 0401 297 978   susan.bissinger@mornpen.vic.gov.au

Cr Sarah Race

Cr Susan Bissinger

Road safety upgrades
Welcome news for local residents with parts of  
Rye and Tootgarook set to get important road 
safety upgrades at high-incidence crash sites. 

The affected streets lie between  
Truemans Road and Dundas Street. 

Better traffic flow for Sorrento
As part of the Sorrento Ferry Terminal Upgrade, 
we’ve received funding to improve the local traffic 
flow from the ferry terminal into Sorrento township. 

Works are planned to start after summer and will 
include a new roundabout at the Point Nepean 
Road and Hotham Road intersection as well as 
improvements to the Hotham Road pavement.

Sustainable and balanced future for Portsea coast 
We’d like to hear from you to make sure we get our draft 
Portsea Coastal and Marine Management Plan just right.
We want to create a healthy and valued Portsea coastal 
and marine environment, celebrating an iconic past and 
looking to a resilient future, providing a coastal experience 
for all. Submissions close 15 January. 

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/portseacoast

In the works
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Stamp of approval for new playground
Blairgowrie’s new playground, 
tucked behind the shops at 
R Penman Reserve, has the 
community’s name all over it. 
Literally. Fence pickets with 
names of individuals and families 
who contributed to a community 
fundraiser for the new playground 
form part of the layout.

Blairgowrie locals have been 
passionately involved in this  
project, with many contributing  
their ideas for the reserve. 

The fundraiser alone contributed 
$5,700 towards construction.

Crowd favourites likes new swings, 
monkey bars and a slide have been 
combined with scramble rocks 
and a play boat to create a fun 
environment for kids. 

The playground also features 
accessible elements such as  
wide gates and a new drinking 
fountain with wheelchair  
accessible height and spout.

Amenities project  
for Sorrento 
Community Centre
We’re designing a new accessible 
toilet block to service both the 
Sorrento Community Centre and 
the skate park. The design work 
and consultation with stakeholders 
is ongoing.

Connecting 
Sorrento  
and Portsea
Design is underway on a new  
footpath on Hotham Road, which 
will provide a safe and accessible 
path between Point Nepean Road 
and Back Beach Road.

Bucket loads of fun at Beach Kinder
Beach Kinder is a very special experience for many children on the southern 
Peninsula. Fun times are spent rock climbing, sandcastle building, beach 
fossicking, hiking, exploring and discovering new things. Research has 
shown this has huge benefits for children, including increased confidence, 
resilience, wellbeing, mental health, critical thinking skills, creativity, physical 
health, social skills, independence and stress reduction.

Smashing reno at Rye Tennis Club It’s game, set, match on the 
renovation at the Rye Tennis Club, with a fantastic new eco-friendly deck 
allowing teams to be close to the on-court action, plus a welcome new 
storage space and new split-system heating and cooling inside. COVID 
lockdowns and extensive delays on materials impacted the works but 
we’re pleased the clubhouse will be ready for the summer season.

Revamp for 
Rye boat ramp
Local boating and fishing  
enthusiasts can now enjoy a 
revamped Rye boat ramp. 

We’ve upgraded the west jetty 
thanks to a $100,000 grant from 
Better Boating Victoria. 

We have also contributed $50,000 
to the upgrades after a recent 
inspection showed the jetty to 
have large safety concerns.

The upgrades included repairing 
the existing piles, replacing 
upper and lower decking and 
fitting new handrails.

Children from Rye Kindergarten playing and learning through Beach Kinder.

Another win for our local marine 
infrastructure, with the state 
government investing in critical 
repairs and maintenance for the 
Portsea and Sorrento piers.
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Red Hill

Cr David Gill
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State government 
published Annual 
Independent Community 
Survey results for all 
Councils in Victoria reveal 
Mornington Peninsula Shire 
took an approval downturn. 
The last Council election 
saw nine new councillors 
voted in. Council must take 
seriously the results and 
make changes in line with 

community opinions about our efforts.

Should Council community assets be controlled by 
our community? I’d like to raise the issue with Council 
and your feedback may help with any future decision.
There are 13 community hubs in the Shire, but none 
supported by Council in Red Hill ward. My aim is to 
provide these popular activity centres in Flinders, 
Balnarring and Red Hill for our community to enjoy.

Appeals to VCAT are a lottery depending on how the 
State appointed Members of the Court feel about 
planning developments in our backyard. Community 
feedback is needed on the way the planning tribunal 
treats all aspects of planning affecting your amenity, 
environment, housing and jobs. 

Congratulations to the volunteers celebrating the 50th 
anniversary of Meals on Wheels on the Peninsula.
Lastly, recent state legislation means that all Council 
wards will have one councillor only; ward boundaries 
will be considered after the state election. Hopefully 
they will consider our rural wards as vitally important 
and not fold them into the suburban areas. 

 0437 129 016    david.gill@mornpen.vic.gov.au

All aboard The Red Hill Station Reserve’s rich heritage 
as the terminus for the Bittern-Balnarring-Merricks-Red 
Hill rail line is being remembered with the construction of 
a shelter that reflects the original station platform.

In the works

Your ward, your Councillor
Red Hill ward stretches across approximately 50 per cent 
of the Mornington Peninsula Shire and has 17 townships, 
but no large activity centre. Our communities are spread far 
and wide. If you have issues or concerns you would like to 
discuss with your Councillor, you can contact Cr David Gill. 

 0437 129 016    david.gill@mornpen.vic.gov.au

Koala research project
Our natural environment and biodiversity are a key part 
of what makes the Peninsula such a special place to live, 
work and visit. As part of our Biodiversity Conservation 
Plan, which says how we should protect and improve the 
resilience of the Peninsula’s environment and biodiversity, 
we’ve partnered with Deakin University to research koala 
populations on the Peninsula. 

The collaborative koala project, which will run 
until June 2024, has four main goals:
• Establish a long-term koala and habitat monitoring 

strategy that uses simple, low-cost methodology.
• Provide an initial assessment of koala distribution 

and abundance and supervise two additional 
years of monitoring.

• Quantify threats to the koala population.
• Foster citizen science by involving  

the community in koala monitoring.
We are also planning a koala forum and  
workshop in March, stay tuned for details. 

Boneo
Fingal

Red Hill

Main Ridge

Merricks North

Merricks

Shoreham

Point Leo

Balnarring

Somers

Cape Schanck
Flinders

Red Hill Ward
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Caught and bowled 
– AR & F Ditterich
Cricketers come from near and far to play 
at AR & F Ditterich Reserve in Main Ridge – 
one of the most picturesque grounds on the 
Peninsula. So it is very welcome news for 
the Main Ridge Cricket Club and the wider 
community that the new three-lane crickets 
nets are ready for the summer.

The project was jointly funded by the 
ratepayers ($110,000) and the state 
government’s Sport and Recreation Victoria 
Community Cricket Project ($100,000). Portable 
change room facilities have also been set up 
and design is underway to rehabilitate the oval.

New mobile library 
service coming soon
Our Mobile Library is set to return next 
year with a brand-new vehicle. The 
Mercedes Benz Sprinter will have a 
browsing library collection, allowing 
residents to borrow, reserve and 
return items.

The new, smaller vehicle will not only 
visit timetabled stops around the 
Peninsula, it will also be able to visit 
other locations such as schools and 
aged care facilities.

Our free home delivery service is 
also available – just choose this 
option when reserving via the online 
catalogue or speak to one of our 
library staff by phone or in-branch. 

 ourlibrary.mornpen.vic.gov.au

Green light for Hillview Community Reserve
The multi-million-dollar reactivation 
project for Hillview Community 
Reserve on the Arthurs Seat 
escarpment is ‘go’ after the state 
government matched the Shire’s 
$1.3 million in funding with $2.6 
million from the Growing Suburbs 
Fund. The upgrade will include:
• a mixed junior and senior 

adventure and nature-based 
playground

• an art installation

• looping paths around the 
reserve with rest-stop seating

• car parking with accessible paths 
connecting to the all-access toilets 
and to the playground.

With a growing population in the 
area and increased use of nearby 
mountain biking trails, we’re 
excited this project will provide 
great health and wellbeing 
benefits for the community.

About Planning 
Objectors to matters like overlooking, 
shading, setbacks and other amenity 
issues can challenge all or part of an 
original planning application.

Secondary consents are when permit 
applicants come back seeking 
modifications to their planning permit. 

The shock to some may be when 
a secondary application is not 
advertised and a decision affecting 
neighbours may not allow for 
objections, councillor call-ins or 
appeal rights.

Another concern involves repeated 
extension of time for permits 
sometimes over decades and allowing 
present day planning protections to 
be ignored because of ‘as of right’ 
provisions in the planning scheme.

Managing our community facilities Do you want a greater say on 
the management of community facilities near you? Sports pavilions 
and ovals, halls, community hubs, dog and horse clubs, archery and 
petanque competitions and bushland reserve and foreshore committees 
provide much of the vibe that makes your patch special.

There are Committees of Management and community reference  
groups that give an opportunity to have a say on maintenance and  
usage of your assets. To get involved, contact your local club or visit: 

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/getinvolved
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Seawinds

Cr Antonella Celi

Cr Debra Mar

Cr Kerri McCafferty
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Summer is here and it’s a great time to gather with family and friends for a well-earned break 
and enjoy what our beautiful local beaches and natural environment have to offer. We also 
welcome our visitors who come to experience our many tourism attractions and popular 
hospitality venues. 

Summer holidays are a busy time of year with an increased demand for services, so I encourage 
you all to relax and slow the pace down as you’re going out and about on the Peninsula. I wish 
you all the very best for the festive holiday season and a happy and prosperous new year. 

 0408 974 143    antonella.celi@mornpen.vic.gov.au

In the works

It’s time to make noise and tell the state government that the Dromana community, visitors and 
tourists want their pier back. The pier offers so much to our way of life, helps our local economy 
and will support a possible extension to develop the precinct into something unique. Visit our 
website to add your voice to ours in campaigning for more funding for coastal adaptation 
planning and a guarantee our local piers will be maintained properly now and into the future. 
We need a $10 million investment to repair and maintain this much-loved community asset.   

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/coastalmanagement

Wishing everyone a very merry Christmas and a safe and happy new year! 
 0466 255 385    debra.mar@mornpen.vic.gov.au

As a nurse at Rosebud hospital for the past 15 years, I know first-hand the dedicated staff 
there deliver exceptional care. However, the infrastructure is outdated and totally ill-equipped 
to handle the volume of patient presentations. We deserve better! We desperately need a new 
hospital to meet the needs of our growing community and the millions of visitors each year. 
It’s unacceptable that we are regularly forced to drive to Frankston for emergency care.

Our Maternal and Child Health service is also in crisis. We need significantly more funding 
from the state government to keep women and their young children safe and well. 

 0435 457 769    kerri.mccafferty@mornpen.vic.gov.au

Community connectivity
We’re fixing a ‘missing link’ in the footpath along the 
Rosebud foreshore near the Boneo Road and Point Nepean 
Road intersection. The new path will run from the pedestrian 
signal crossing along the foreshore to the recently installed 
bus stop, providing an accessible pathway between public 
transport and the Plaza shopping centre.

Safety Beach toilet block worth the wait
Thank you to everyone for their patience with the 
construction of the new $600,000 toilet block at  
Safety Beach. We know this has taken much longer  
than anticipated. 

Located at the heart of Safety Beach, close to the 
playground, beach and shops, the new toilet block  
will meet the needs of the popular foreshore area, while 
also having an environmentally sustainable design. 
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Youth Hub to be ready in 2024
Young people from the southern end of the Peninsula will have access to youth support services and programs as our 
flagship youth hub gets the green light at Council. Work has begun already on the $13 million project based at Olympic 
Park, Rosebud, funded by Council with valuable contributions from the state and federal governments. We will continue 
to work with our young people and key stakeholders to plan, design, deliver and manage this youth centre. The two-year 
build is expected to be finished in 2024.  mornpen.vic.gov.au/youthhub

What we’re advocating 
for in Seawinds ward
• coastal management, including 

repairs to Dromana pier
• homelessness/affordable housing
• rosebud hospital and medical 

research precinct
• road safety, including Safety Beach/

Marine Parade road shoulders
• public transport, including  

express buses and  
cross-Peninsula bus service

• Peninsula Trail missing link 
at Anthony’s Nose

• Martha Cove – promoting water 
safety, responsible jet-ski riding, 
litter prevention awareness.

 mornpen.vic,gov.au/advocacy

Standing the test of time
Celebrating the official opening 
of the newly renovated McCrae 
lighthouse, descendants of 
Wemyss and Isabella Thomson, 
who were the McCrae lighthouse 
keepers in the 1890s, and 
Mary Iles, the great-great-
granddaughter of Sir James 
Timmins Chance, who built the 
lighthouse in the family factory in 
Smethwick, UK, were there to help 
cut the red ribbon.

Special thanks to the Lions Club 
of McCrae and District, which 
organised to bury a time capsule 
to mark the event as a milestone in 
our local history, and to Uncle Mik 
and Jungala from the Bunurong 
Land Council, who welcomed 
everyone with a traditional 
smoking ceremony.

Beach art
An exciting new community art project 
is taking shape at the Dromana 
foreshore. Dromana Primary School 
is using its boat shed as a canvas 
for students to get creative, while 
connecting families again after the 
impact of COVID-19 lockdowns. 

The school organised two wonderful 
beach workshops, where children and 
their families were inspired to create 
ceramic tiles with the help of ceramic 
artist Judi Singleton.

The tiles will be installed as a mosaic 
on the outside wall of the boat shed 
at the end of summer. The project has 
been funded by grants from the Shire 
and we’re so pleased to see how it 
has brought families together on our 
beautiful foreshore to connect and 
create magnificent art.
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Cr Paul Mercurio AM 
(on leave)

So much has been 
happening in Watson ward 
it’s hard to know where to 
begin! Deputy Mayor Cr 
Lisa Dixon and I have been 
enjoying meeting people, 
listening to your concerns 
and being a part of this 
wonderful community. 
August started with a 
bang when we held the 
official opening of the new 

Somerville Active Recreation Hub and skatepark. It’s 
fantastic to see the local community, and especially 
young people, embracing this great facility. 

Since then, Lisa or myself have attended many 
community events, including the Somerville 
Community House annual general meeting, the 
BRATPAC meeting, the Somerville U3A and senior 
citizens club and the Tillerkite celebration held at the 
newly named Tillerkite Preschool.

While Cr Paul Mercurio has been on leave, we’ve 
been making sure your feedback and concerns 
are heard by Council. The Watson ward planning 
meetings and our catch ups with local residents 
and business in Somerville, Baxter and Tyabb 
were a great opportunity to talk about what people 
value and need most from the Shire.

With summer on our doorstep, we wish everyone a 
wonderful Christmas and a safe and happy new year.

Cr Anthony Marsh 
 0435 610 745    
 anthony.marsh@mornpen.vic.gov.au
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Watson

In the works

We’ve got you covered
Spectators at the Somerville Soccer Club at Barber Reserve can now protect 
themselves from the elements thanks to a new, larger shelter built by the 
Shire. It can also be used by families enjoying the nearby playground.

Somerville-Baxter 
path in development
Earlier this year we shared the good 
news that funding is now in place 
to start work on the long-awaited 
Somerville to Baxter 4.5km shared 
path, which will connect these 
townships and fill in a ‘missing link’ 
on our Peninsula Trail.

We’re currently working with the 
Department of Transport, VicRoads 
and Metro Trains Melbourne on the 
design and development of this $7 
million project, with construction 
planned for later next year. 

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/peninsulatrail

Drop in to new skatepark
The highly anticipated Somerville Active Recreation Hub 
with its awesome skatepark is open for play! Our youth 
services team and Mornington Peninsula Impact Freeza 
teamed up with Somerville Secondary College, Fast 
Times skate shop and Westernport Bike Centre to put 
on a jam-packed event to celebrate the official opening. 

More than 80 young people participated in the skate, 
scooter and BMX jam sessions; there was an active 
mural project with Bright Side Art and a barbie thanks 
to the team at Somerville Recreation Centre. We are 
thrilled this fantastic facility is open for our young 
people to be active, connect with their community  
and showcase their amazing talents.
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Tyabb’s sports pavilion open
The newly renovated sports pavilion at Bunguyan Reserve in 
Tyabb is finally open! There’s been some bumps in the road 
but we are so happy it’s done. The clubs and community can 
enjoy the fresh, new facilities, including new home and away 
change rooms, a medical room, social space and storage 
areas, plus new public toilets.

Artist Sammy Trist created this beautiful mural for the wall at Tillerkite Preschool. 
1st layer: our local waterways 3rd layer: the Eastern Kulin Nation 5th layer: the children’s journey 
2nd layer: country  4th layer: local wildlife 6th layer: children and teachers’ handprints

What’s the score?
We’ve installed a new electronic scoreboard at  
Fruit Growers Reserve in Somerville for use by the 
local AFL and cricket clubs. The $70,000 project 
was funded by the Shire, the Somerville Junior 
Football Club, the Somerville Cricket Club and 
Sports and Recreation Victoria.

Community 
reconciliation 
and celebration
In the spirit of reconciliation, 
the Somerville community has 
celebrated the new names 
Tillerkite Preschool, Beek 
Beek Reserve and Worwong 
Avenue with a fun-filled event 
at the preschool.

The Somerville Community 
House, Somerville Senior 
Citizens Club and the 
Somerville-Tyabb Rotary Club 
all pitched in to help make the 
day a fantastic success.



What’s on For an up-to-date list of all events 
 mornpen.vic.gov.au/events

December
1 December to 12 January

Community Christmas Tree 
151 Shoreham Road Red Hill

4 December
Speak and Share Fun Run 
Safety Beach to Rosebud foreshores

9 December
Spirited Tribe Market 
The Studio, Peninsula Community 
Theatre, Mornington

10 December 
Christmas Tree Festival 
Location TBC

11 December 
Carols in the Park 
Tyabb Central Recreation Reserve

16 December
Somerville Carols by Candlelight 
Fruit Growers Reserve

21 December to 20 January
Sunset Cinema 
The Briars, Mount Martha

21 December 
Carols by Candlelight Dromana 
359B Point Nepean Road

22 December 
Mornington Christmas Carols 
Mornington Park

23 December
Carols by the Bay 
Parade lawn Mount Martha 
Community House

23 December
Rosebud Christmas Carols 
Village Green

January
3 to 11 January

McCrae SUFM family activities 
McCrae foreshore

8 January
Under the Tree 2023 
Shoreham Recreation Reserve

14 January
Rye Gift and Family Fun 
RJ Rowley Recreation Reserve

15 January
Two Bays Trail Run 
Dromana to Cape Schanck

21 January
Portsea Swim Classic 
Point Nepean National Park

23 January
Mount Martha Briars Market 
The Briars

26 January
Rosebud Australia Day Festival 
Rosebud Village Green

Dromana Australia Day Festival 
Dromana foreshore

Australia Day in Mount Eliza 
Mount Eliza Village Green

Our Survival Day 
The Briars, Mount Martha

February
3 to 11 January

McCrae SUFM family activities 
McCrae foreshore

4 February
Peninsula Film Festival 
Village Green Rosebud

5 February
Renault Car Club of Victoria 
Mornington Park

11 February
Pinot Celebration Australia 
Red Hill Recreation Reserve

12 February
Walk with Women 
Safety Beach to Sorrento foreshore

17 February
The Kilburn Cinema 
Mount Martha Community 
House Lawn

17 to 19 February
Flinders Fringe Festival 
Flinders Village

19 February
Pier to Perignon ocean swim 
Sorrento foreshore


