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The Mornington Peninsula shone bright 
this summer, attracting many visitors 
from all around. Our townships were 
energised with live music and street 
performers, our foreshore camping 
occupancy sat at almost 100 per cent 
for the six-week peak season and our 
events page on our website was one of 
the top visited pages for January.

Autumn now brings a new spotlight 
on conservation. Seventy per cent of 
the Mornington Peninsula is Green 
Wedge land, and we need to protect 
it. Unsurprisingly, our spectacular 
natural environment is highly valued 
by residents and visitors alike. Our 
hinterland, agricultural land, wine and 

food growing areas, in addition to our 
extensive coastline, make the Peninsula 
an attractive place to live, work and 
visit. You can find out more about our 
Green Wedge advocacy on P22.

Council is looking forward to the 
Citizens’ Panel for 2023. It’s exciting to 
hear fresh community ideas on topics 
including tourist revenue opportunities, 
open air burning, nature strips and road 
safety strategies. This initiative really 
allows community sentiment to drive 
our Shire direction.

Thank you to the more than 2,600 
community members who have already 
provided feedback on what you think 
should be prioritised in our Budget 
2023–24. We’ll be back in touch in May 
with new updates.

We have so many events and activities 
to enjoy in our great outdoors this 
autumn. Visit our website, subscribe to 
our social media channels or sign up to 
our email newsletter to find out how you 
can get involved.

Councillor Steve Holland, Mayor 
Mornington Peninsula Shire 

 steve.holland@mornpen.vic.gov.au 
 5950 1428

Visit us
Our customer service centres are open, 
please check the website for opening hours. 

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/contactus
Rosebud  90 Besgrove Street 
Mornington  2 Queen Street 
Hastings  21 Marine Parade 
Somerville  1085 Frankston-Flinders Road
Talk to us 

 1300 850 600 
 customerservice@mornpen.vic.gov.au 
 peninsulawide@mornpen.vic.gov.au
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Fungi’s time to shine
Flora, fauna and fungi? 
Yes, fungi are the third and 
often forgotten group. 
We want to bring fungi to 
the forefront this autumn by 
creating a handy Fungi of the 
Mornington Peninsula guide.  
Autumn is a great season once the 
flowers aren’t in bloom to discover a 
weird and wonderful Pixie’s Parasol, 
Egg-yolk Fieldcap, Beefsteak Fungus, 
Black Tooth or a Little Stinker in our 
woodlands, forests and garden beds. 

We’ve worked with natural historian 
and environmental photographer 
Alison Pouliot to unearth these often 
beautiful and intriguing specimens. 
Alison researched and photographed 
96 species to create this useful online 
field guide. 

What are fungi?  
Fungi are not plants or animals but 
belong to their own kingdom of 
organisms – the Kingdom Fungi. While 
the classic umbrella mushroom shape 
is familiar, fungus sporing bodies are 
diverse and appear in many forms - 
such as puffballs or jellies. 

Can I pick fungi? 
While learning about the different fungi 
in your area is an exciting pastime,  
it pays to admire fungi with respect to 
the role they play within ecosystems. 

This includes not picking them to 
ensure they can continue to thrive. 
Remember that you may require a 
permit to collect fungi on public land.  

How can I encourage fungi  
in my garden? 
Create diverse habitats by keeping 
large old logs, sticks and leaves. 
Minimise disturbance such as over 
digging, ploughing and over-watering. 
Encourage wildlife movement so native 
mammals can distribute fungi spores. 

So, whether you’re a novice or a fungi-
fanatic, use this seasonal chance to 
head out into nature with our Fungi of 
the Mornington Peninsula guide. 

Little Stinker Marasmiellus affixus

How to use our Fungi Guide:
• Visit our website and view or 

print our guide 

• Head out into nature and 
keep a sharp eye out for fungi 

• Use the pictures in the guide 
to identify the specimen  

This guide has been developed as 
part of our Biodiversity Conservation 
Plan and aims to engage with the 
community and build stewardship 
for the conservation of our unique 
natural values.  

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/fungiguide 
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Don’t forget to 
register your pet 
A reminder to all cat and dog  
owners, your furry friends’ 
pet registration is now due.  
We provide services to support 
pet owners funded directly from 
pet registration fees, such as: 
• off-leash dog areas located  

around our Peninsula 
• the Community Animal 

Shelter and Pound  
• community safety officers/

rangers.  
 mornpen.vic.gov.au/ 

     petregistration 

The buzz on  
our Peninsula 
Sign up today to receive 
our community e-newsletter 
Peninsula Buzz. With a swarm 
of short and sweet news direct 
to your inbox every month, it’s a 
handy guide to what’s on right 
now. From our headline news  
to all our services, it’s sure to 
keep you buzzing! 

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/ 
     peninsulabuzz

How did you spend our Budget?
We had an outstanding response to 
our Budget 2023–24. More than 2,600 
people responded with their priorities 
for the Budget and let us know what we 
should spend our money on. We asked 
you to give points to 14 key themes 
which mattered to you from protecting 
our agricultural Green Wedge zones, 
road safety, climate action and caring 
for our natural environment and 
economic development, tourism and 
small business support. 

This year we made it even easier  
to have your say with our online  
portal, voucher incentives from our  
Best Bites winners and pop-up 
community consultations. 

We’re now reviewing all the feedback 
and will be back out again in May to 
present our draft Budget 2023–24  
to you to make sure we got what  
you said right.  

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/budgetportal

$250 Power Saving Bonus   
Worried about high energy bills? The Victorian Government's $250 Power 
Saving Bonus may give your household some much-needed relief.  
Your local Community Support Centres at Hastings, Mornington and 
Rosebud can help you apply. An energy-efficient home will save you 
hundreds of dollars on your power bill and help reduce emissions that 
contribute to climate change.  

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/saveenergy 

Green Waste Weekend  
We’re pleased to invite residents to dispose of 
green waste at no cost during our ‘No Charge’ 
Green Waste event on Friday 28, Saturday 29 
and Sunday 30 April.  

This event is for Shire residents or ratepayers 
only, with green waste to be delivered only from 
residential vehicles and trailers.  

This event is popular so please allow time for traffic, 
particularly in the morning and at the end of the day. 

As normal, the service will be available at all three 
Resource Recovery Centres (Rye, Mornington, 
Tyabb) from 8am to 4pm (Friday) and from 8am to 
5pm (Saturday and Sunday).  

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/greenwasteweekend
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Upstanding citizens 
We have some truly remarkable 
people in our community. This year we 
acknowledged a young homelessness 
advocate, a Christmas lunch event for 
locals who would otherwise have been 
alone on Christmas Day, a passionate 
heritage campaigner, an environmental 
educator and a selfless local foster 
carer and volunteer. 

The latter is our Citizen of the Year 
recipient – Jacob (Jack) Van Der Zwart. 

Jack was recognised for his work 
caring for foster children, cooking for 
the homeless in Rosebud and helping 
those in need by providing meals. 

From 1980 to about five years ago, 
Jack and his wife Arina took in 22 foster 
children, giving them a family to call 
their own in their most vulnerable time 
of their life. 

We caught up with Jack 
to ask him a few questions:

Congratulations, what does it mean 
to be recognised with this award?  
It’s humbling to think others appreciate 
the work we do. When you foster 
children, you’re helping from your heart, 
it’s just who you are, you don’t expect 
to be recognised. It’s recognition 
enough to see the young people you 
help becoming good people in life.

How did you start fostering and 
what life lessons has it taught you?  
There was a program on TV about 
kids desperate to be fostered. It broke 
my heart to see kids in that situation. 
We decided to expand our family by 
giving these kids a chance in life. I’ve 
learnt not to underestimate a child, no 
matter what situation they’ve come from 
they’re capable of anything. I always 
tell my kids; the past is the past and the 
future is yours. 

What drives you to help your 
community in such a way?  
There was a time when I needed to 
accept food parcels from the Christian 
Church in Rosebud. When I went to 
collect them, I could see the kitchen 
needed a hand. As a chef, I asked to 
volunteer. I ended up being there for 
years and gave cooking lessons to the 

people at church. I love to help people 
and to be able to give back to people 
who are struggling is important to me.

Anything else you’d like to add?  
I would encourage people to get out 
there in the community and do things. 
Get to know your neighbours and 
your kids’ friends, being close to your 
community really rubs off on the kids. 

Our 2023 Australia Day 
Local Awards winners are: 
• Citizen of the Year 

Jack Van Der Zwart 
• Young Citizen of the Year 

Josh Berry 
• Community Event of the Year 

Mornington Community 
Christmas Lunch 

• Local Champion Award 
Charles Reis 

• Community Inspiration Award 
Cecelia Witton 

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/ 
     ausdayawards
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Backyard beekeeping Concrete webinar Care of fruit trees

Looking for some encourage-
mint to get into gardening?  
Our libraries offer a Seed Library for members to collect 
and donate seeds to sustainably grow their very own 
edible garden. Browse our collection of handy DIY 
gardening resources or join us for our gardening talks 
and workshops to help your autumn garden grow.  
Join for free!  

 ourlibrary.mornpen.vic.gov.au/events 

Young professionals 
As part of the new Youngsters program launching at 
Mornington library, teens from Mornington Secondary 
College will be providing dedicated one-on-one help to 
those who require assistance with their digital devices. 
Whether you need help setting up a new device, 
transferring photos or how to upload/download PDFs, our 
tech-savvy teenagers are here to help. Bookings essential. 

 ourlibrary.mornpen.vic.gov.au/events 

Eco living 
We’re becoming more and more interested in the 
impact of climate change and the effect it has on 
our daily lives. Our education programs at the Eco 
Living Display Centre at The Briars can help the whole 
family gain practical skills and knowledge to help you 
live more sustainably. Flex your green thumbs and 
improve your green credentials.  

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/enviroworkshops 

Natural backyard beekeeping 
This workshop will help you understand 
bees, how the colony works and how to 
care for your bees. 
Saturday 1 April, 10am – 12pm  
$25 per person 
Book:  naturalbeekeeping23 
               eventbrite.com.au  

Low carbon concrete webinar 
If you’re building or renovating this will 
cover all you need to know about low-
carbon concrete.
Wednesday 17 May, 7.30 – 8.30pm  
Free 
Book:  lowcarbonconcrete. 
               eventbrite.com.au

Pruning and care of fruit trees 
In this hands-on workshop, you'll run 
through pruning, planting, maintenance, 
pest control and tree selection. 
Saturday 6 May, 10am – 12.30pm  
$15 concession | $23 adult 
Book:  pruning23.eventbrite.com.au 
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Commemorating those lost 
In January we honoured the 
Montevideo Maru maritime tragedy by 
unveiling a commemorative seat in the 
Mornington Memorial Park. 

This disaster remains Australia’s 
greatest maritime tragedy, with 1,053 
soldiers and civilians losing their lives. 
Following The Battle of Rabaul in what 
was then known as the Australian 
Mandated Territory of New Guinea, 
the Japanese Imperial Navy forced 
more than 1,050 Australian prisoners 
of war aboard the Montevideo Maru, 
a hijacked passenger ship, to transfer 
them to Hainan Island. The prisoner 

transport ship was not marked in 
any way to distinguish it from other 
Japanese shipping, and so inevitably it 
became a target of the allies. Tragically, 
on 1 July 1942, it was sunk by an 
American submarine, the SS Sturgeon. 
There were no survivors. 

Mayor Steve Holland gathered with 
community members, relatives and 
friends of the soldiers lost at sea 
to open the memorial and provide 
people affected by this tragedy with a 
quiet place to contemplate and heal. 
We’re pleased we could support this 
memorial. Lest we forget. 

Anzac Day 2023 
April 25 will mark the 108th 
anniversary of the Gallipoli landing 
in 1915. The spirit of Anzac 
continues to play a role in the  
local community to this day,  
with its qualities of courage, 
mateship and sacrifice. 

Whether you attend a service or 
march, support your local RSL  
or observe a minute’s silence, 
we hope you can pay tribute 
to veterans and active service 
personnel this Anzac Day. 

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/anzacday 

A strong age-friendly 
community 
Congratulations to the winners 
of 2022 Delys Sargeant Age 
Friendly Awards. 
Senior Achiever and PACE Community 
Award goes to Jacquie Beddows for her 
work establishing two community programs 
at Seawinds Community Hub: Singing for 
Wellness and Art for Wellness. 

Senior Achiever is John (Jack) Milledge 
for his work raising funds for children with 
disability, and his involvement in the Lions 
Club of Dromana, Rosebud and McCrae, 
and Rosebud RSL. 

Senior Achiever is local artist Billy Nye for 
her volunteer work teaching art classes and 
her advocacy work for others experiencing 
mental health conditions. 

PACE Community Award and 
Intergenerational Award goes to Oak Hill 
Gallery for its welcoming community gallery 
for people of all ages to enjoy art, celebrate 
and learn new skills.  

Jacquie suffered a stroke and aneurysm in 2011.  
She understood first-hand the social isolation and loneliness 
occurring when language becomes impaired. Her wellness 
programs are for people with a wide range of communication issues.  
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Live local, listen local 
Congratulation to Peninsula Chamber 
Musicians (PCM), which has received 
funding from our Performing Arts  
fund to expand its program. In its  
10th anniversary year PCM will deliver 
a Rhapsodies program in June giving 
local male choral singers and choir 
directors the opportunity to  
perform with them.  

We spoke with Conductor Tom Pugh  
to answer a few questions.

Who are you looking for 
to perform with you in June?  
We would welcome local tenor and 
baritone singers who love to sing and 
are up for the challenge of learning 
some new repertoire to participate 
and perform with PCM.

What opportunities will they 
have after this performance? 
By expanding our community of 
high-quality music makers through 
our participation programs, we hope 
the applicants experience the joy 
of collaborating with some very fine 
musicians and are inspired to keep 
practising and evolving their  
musical abilities.  

What’s next for Peninsula 
Chamber Musicians 
Our funding has allowed us to grow 
from an initial quintet of musicians to 
an orchestra and chamber ensembles 
that attract the best players from the 
Peninsula and beyond.

Rhapsodies is on Sunday 18 June from 
2-4pm in Mornington. For tickets and 
more information visit:  

 peninsulachambermusicians.com.au

Events are back! 
Over summer, a variety of new events 
filled our What’s On calendar and we 
welcomed back some much-loved 
community events. Locals and visitors 
flocked by the thousands to enjoy some 
fun in the sun (and La Niña rain) at our 
beautiful beaches, foreshores, parks 
and reserves. 

Schoolies led with the music,  
carnivals and Gifts returned,  
Christmas carols were sung,  
markets saw crowds and outdoor 
cinemas were illuminated with film. 

Events are thriving on our Peninsula 
and there’s more to come in 2023!  
If you have a community event,  
tell our Peninsula about it by  
adding it to our calendar.  

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/events

Autumnal classics  
• Autumnal Gardens by 

Einojuhani Rautavaara 
• Maple Leaf Rag  

by Scott Joplin 
• Four Last Songs:  

September 
and At 
Sunset 
by Richard 
Strauss

Photograph by DMJ Creative Imaging
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Something blue
According to the wedding tradition of ‘something old, 
something new, something borrowed and something blue’ 
we certainly can provide the ‘blue’ with our accessible beach 
matting. Wedding parties have been enjoying access to the 
beach for memorable family photos.

“When looking at wedding venues it was important to us to 
have the accessible beach matting so my sister could be a 
part of the beach photos. As a wheelchair user she was able 
to be close to us for the whole day making it extra special.”  
– Andy Kateiva

Accessible beach matting 
Our beach matting will remain rolled out until  
mid-May (weather dependent) to allow everyone the 
chance to get across the sand to the water’s edge. 
wheelchair users, families with prams, beach-goers 
with trolleys and people with reduced mobility can all 
benefit from the matting.  

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/accessiblerecreation

Tennis talent  
In an event that will bring tennis players from all over 
Australia, the Mornington Junior and Open and Wheelchair 
Championships will be held between 7 to 10 April at the 
Mornington Tennis Centre, Civic Reserve. Director of Elite 
Tennis Academy Kate Antosik organised this inaugural 
event to be held on our Peninsula.

“It will be great for people to see a wheelchair event here 
when there’s very few available across Australia. This is 
also the first time a Wheelchair Championship will be held 
on a clay court. The organic surface creates a sliding 
factor, so it’ll be exciting to watch how these athletes play 
on the clay. I’m looking forward to having a wheelchair 
coaching and tournament program with an opportunity for 
local players to reach a Grand Slam Championship such 
as the Australian Open.”  
– Kate Antosik

The Open Wheelchair category offers prize money for the 
winners empowering players to earn an income to support 
their tennis career. 

 tournaments.tennis.com.au

Elle and Andy Kateiva were thrilled to have Andy’s  
sister Nicole be part of their wedding photos at  
The Baths, Sorrento. Photograph by Vanessa Norris

Shape the future of our sports clubs 
Have your say on our Sports Club Management 
Policy closing on 31 March. The draft Policy sets out 
how we’ll manage and support our sporting groups 
and how we prioritise aspects like gender equity, 
accessibility for all and fair and equitable club fees. 

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/sportspolicy 

A legend remembered 
There’s now a memorial plaque to immortalise former 
Portsea resident and Australia’s world-famous track 
and field coach, the late Mr. Percy Cerutty MBE. 

Unveiling the plaque in February alongside our CEO and 
Councillors were Lord Sebastian Coe (President of World 
Athletics), Mr Geoff Gardner (Vice President of World 
Athletics), former Olympian Herb Elliott and local MP Zoe 
McKenzie. We were also joined by Percy Cerutty’s family, 
people who trained with the late coach, as well as Kathy 
Watt OAM and representatives from Victorian athletics 
clubs and organisations. 

The Percy Cerutty memorial plaque is now displayed 
proudly at the Percy Cerutty Oval, Portsea.
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Mayor 
Cr Steve Holland

Cr Anthony Marsh

Cr Despi O’Connor

Community strength at Alexandra Park 
Work has started on a $10.2 million project to redevelop 
Alexandra Park pavilion in Mornington. In a show of strength to 
improve the facilities, community members have raised 30 per 
cent of the funding for the project. The work includes a double 
storey building, new change rooms, a rehabilitation room, 
storerooms, kiosk with kitchen, office, reception, four medical 
consulting suits for The Bays hospital, toilets and upgrades 
to the car park. The clubs at the Park and our community will 
benefit, and work is due to be finished in May 2024.  

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/projectdashboard 

A cleaner and greener Civic Reserve 
Great things are happening at Civic Reserve. Thanks 
to everyone who gave their feedback in our community 
consultation. We’ll be back out towards July when our Draft 
Master Plan will be on public exhibition for you to review.  

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/civicreservemasterplan 

Advantage for Mount Eliza  
Four tennis courts have been upgraded at Howard 
Parker Reserve. New court surfaces, lighting, fencing 
and landscaping were completed and now our 
community can enjoy these new facilities.

Briars
It has once again been a very busy summer on the Mornington Peninsula! As the weather 
has improved, the Shire’s maintenance teams have been busy clearing the backlog. Our 
new reporting system has proved to be a great success. If you’ve come across something 
on our Peninsula we should know about, please visit our website and click ‘Report a 
Problem’ to submit a request. You’ll receive a receipt via email and the report will be 
forwarded to the relevant team for action.

Sincere thanks to our emergency services and volunteers who have kept our community 
and its visitors safe on the water and on the roads this summer. 

 0410 905 085    steve.holland@mornpen.vic.gov.au

2023 is going to be a great year for local business. We are launching our Small Business Festival 
in August this year which will showcase a range of industry development opportunities. We’ll also 
see the return of our successful Business Excellence Awards, which will open for nominations in 
July. The single-use plastic ban is now in effect, so I encourage everyone to ditch the plastic. Don’t 
forget your reusable cup when heading out to your favourite café. Businesses can contact the 
National Retail Association until June for free advice about the ban. We saw Main Street and Mount 
Eliza village come alive during our summer street performer season. I hope everyone continues to 
enjoy our townships and support local this autumn. 

 0435 610 745    anthony.marsh@mornpen.vic.gov.au

After another big summer season, I want to thank our community of volunteers who go over and 
above to make our ward great. I especially want to thank our surf lifesaving volunteers at Mount 
Martha and Mornington. Your dedication to giving people with limited mobility the chance to get to 
the water’s edge and your bravery in the water to help our community is outstanding. I thoroughly 
enjoyed the Celebrate the Green Wedge event at The Briars in February. The event highlighted 
the need to act now and protect our $1.3 billion agriculture, food and beverage sector thriving on 
our Green Wedge. It’s vital we protect our industry and local economy. Enjoy the many events and 
activities happening in Briars Ward. 

 0435 569 710    despi.oconnor@mornpen.vic.gov.au

In the works
New turf for a Mornington oval 
The improved playing surface at Dallas Brooks Reserve 
will be great for the Beleura Junior Sports Club, 
Mornington Cricket Club and the local community to enjoy. 
The oval will be closed until May 2024 to allow the turf to 
establish. The $1.2 million project jointly funded by the 
state government will help increase sporting participation. 
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Next gen leaders 
Our youth services team has run a 
successful two-day leadership camp for 
young people aged 12 to 17 at Camp 
Manyung in Mount Eliza. The project 
introduced 23 local young people to 
emerging leaders to gain valuable skills. 
Our Councillors and Shire mentors 
joined leaders from Bendigo Bank, a 

young local environmentalist Lily Setnik, 
guest presenters from Stride Education, 
and Speak & Share – a mental health 
charity founded by local young people.

"I learnt that having a supportive 
group around you can really help you 
achieve your goals." – Olivia, aged 14 

Young people interested in developing their leadership skills or future camps can visit  mpys.com.au

We’re all buddies! 
Mount Martha men’s shed has crafted 
a special project for primary school 
children. Buddy benches help students 
stand up to bullying and sit down as 
friends. Sitting down on the bench acts 
as a signal for others to help make or 
mend friendships. 

The men’s shed has been successful 
in receiving funding from our grants 
program for this project and have 
already gifted 15 benches to primary 
schools across our Peninsula. The 
first bench was at Mornington Park 
Primary School and the latest one is at 
Moorooduc Primary School.Help from our friends 

Our community houses bring people 
together to connect, learn and 
contribute to our community through a 
range of social, educational, leisure and 
support activities. 

Recently, Mornington Community 
House moved into their new 
home on Wilsons Road alongside 
neighbours The Corner youth 
centre, Peninsula Community 
Theatre, Mornington Men’s Shed 
and local radio station RPP FM.

When the Mornington Community 
Support Centre at 320 Main Street 
was damaged by flash flooding, 
the Community House came to 

the rescue, offering its brand-new 
facility as a temporary home.

Support is available Mondays to 
Fridays 9.30am to 4pm and free 
community lunches are being 
provided by the support centre 
team every Thursday.

Mornington Community House  
Mornington Community  
Support Centre (temporary) 
3/91 Wilsons Road, Mornington

Mount Eliza Neighbourhood 
House 90-100 Canadian Bay Road 

Mount Martha House  
Community Centre 466 Esplanade

Future proof facilities  
Three local groups have successfully 
received funding for energy upgrades 
and will now save approx. $11,500 
in bills and reduce 24 tonnes of 
greenhouse gases per year.

Mount Eliza Neighbourhood House, 
Mount Eliza 55+ Club and Mount Eliza 
Bowls Club have had works to install 
solar panels, replace hot water units 
with energy efficient heat pumps and 
upgrades to kitchens and lighting.

The energy upgrades were co-funded 
by the groups and Sustainability 
Victoria, with a total value of 
approximately $60,000. 
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Cr Lisa Dixon

In the works

Welcome to the first edition 
of Peninsula Wide for 
2023. We had a wonderful 
summer season at Crib 
Point Pool. Our facility was 
well attended and the family 
fun day on 25 January drew 
in around 150 people. It 
was great to see many new 
families and faces attend 
the event and a very special 
thank you to our local Crib 

Point Fire Brigade that attended with their fire truck.  
All the kids loved spraying the fire hose! I also attended 
a wonderful ceremony at Willum Warrain in Hastings 
on the day of 26 January. It was a privilege to be 
invited in support and recognition of our First  
Nations’ Australians. 

It’s great to see 2023 start with investment in our 
young people. We have a new playground planned 
in Hastings and some great services on offer for 
young people at Shed 11.

Our ward is a great place for people of all ages, 
and I will continue to advocate for our community 
now and into the future.  

I hope you continue to enjoy all the services and 
resources we have on offer this autumn.  

Thank you.

 0435 630 007    lisa.dixon@mornpen.vic.gov.au

Cerberus

The pool was the coolest place to be 
Crib Point Pool was enjoyed by more than 6,700 people this 
summer. Our community swam and splashed in our 25-metre 
swimming pool, had picnics on the grass and cooled off with 
some summer snacks from the kiosk.

Making the way for play  
Olivia Way, Hastings, is getting a new playground! The 
location has been identified in our Playspace Strategy to 
cater for families in our community. Initial designs include a 
nature-based playground, picnic shelter, soft fall surfaces and 
landscaping. The project has been part funded by the federal 
government’s Growing Suburbs Fund and is expected to be 
open at the end of 2023.

The right light in Bittern  
A series of new LED lights now light up the roundabout  
at the Myers and Henderson Road intersection to make 
sure the area is safe and well lit. 

Safe access 
The footpath at the intersection of Stony Point Road along 
Frankston-Flinders Road to Bittern Station is now finished. 
It provides a safe link to the station along one of our busy 
roads. We’ve funded this 1,400m section along the Western 
Port Bay Trail as part of our Footpath Renewal program.  
It’s been great to see people walking or cycling on the path.  
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We’ve painted our future  
If you’ve not yet seen the vibrant 40 
metre mural on the wall of Ritchies 
IGA in Salmon Street, Hastings, we 
recommend you come and have a look. 

Painting Our Future is a thought-
provoking mural on the theme 
of climate change by renowned 
Melbourne artist Julian Clavijo 
(assisted by Camilo Delgado). 
The striking, hyper-realistic painting 
won bronze in the prestigious  
Australian Street Art Awards for Best 
External Mural. The artwork creates  
a dynamic atmosphere in the area. 

Julian’s art has an environmental 
theme and empowers young people 
to visualise a world where they can 
make a difference.

Here for young  
people in Western Port 
Our Youth Services have seen a steady 
increase in young people at their Shed 
11 Youth Centre, Hastings. The team at 
Shed 11 has focused on spreading the 
word to local high schools and creating 
a safe welcoming space.

“We want all young people in 
the Western Port area – and 
their families – to know we 
are here for them whether they 
want a fun space to be in,  
or someone to chat to.” 
– James, Western Port  
Youth Services Coordinator

How do you feel about public art?
Freely accessible public art is a reflection of our times 
and our community. It triggers conversations and has 
the power to give us a daily brush with creativity to 
make our culture thrive.  

We’re updating our Public Art Policy and we need to know 
what you’d like to see and where you’d like to see it? Our 
community consultation is open until Wednesday 19 April. 

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/publicartpolicy 

Community pop up sessions 
When you’re out and about come and visit us for a quick chat about all things Public Art. 

Rye Foreshore Market  Saturday 1 April, 7am – 12pm   

Moorooduc Train Station Market  Sunday 2 April, 10am – 2pm   

Rosebud Primary School Market Saturday 8 April, 8am – 1pm   

You shaped the future 
of Hastings foreshore 
Our Hastings Foreshore Master  
Plan was adopted by Council on  
21 February. Thank you to everyone 
who contributed their thoughts during 
our extensive community engagement. 

Your local knowledge helped shape the 
Plan and you played an important role 
in the management of our foreshore. 

We’re now looking forward to putting 
the Plan in action to provide a more 
attractive, accessible, safe and 
sustainable foreshore. 

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/ 
    hastingsforeshore 

Left to right: James Oakley, Sean O’Grady, Kyra Sakalauskas
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In the works

When you shop local in Rye this autumn, I hope you enjoy the street performances we have 
planned. The musicians and performers will maintain a vibrant atmosphere as our tourism season 
slows, so get out and about and support local. I encourage our community to commemorate Anzac 
Day and support our Rye and Sorrento/Portsea RSL clubs. If you’re feeling energetic, there’s still 
time to register for our Mornington Peninsula Coastrek on 26 May. Join a team or make your own 
and navigate your way through our beautiful natural landscape. 

 0466 237 655    sarah.race@mornpen.vic.gov.au

As a passionate advocate for pedestrian safety, I’m pleased to see sections of the busy Bay 
Trail being upgraded through the Nepean Ward. We also have new asphalt being laid at the St 
Pauls Road shops and car park in Sorrento, making the area safer for residents. I know footpaths 
and roads are a big deal for our community and I will always make sure I advocate for safer 
access around our ward. Thank you to our Sorrento Chamber of Commerce, Rotary clubs, RSLs, 
community centres, sporting clubs, sailing clubs and community groups for all the effort they 
continue to put in for our community.    

 0401 297 978   susan.bissinger@mornpen.vic.gov.au

Nepean

Cr Sarah Race

Cr Susan Bissinger

New paths We’re pleased to confirm nearly 1.2km of the Port Phillip  
Bay Trail is planned for renewal. The paths due for an upgrade are: 
• 203m in the Sorrento Foreshore campground, at Holyrood Avenue. 
• 417m at St Pauls Road behind the unsealed carpark to opposite Coppin Road. 
• 572m at Morris Street to Burdett Street, Tootgarook. 

The paths will be renewed with asphalt and will link to the existing beach access. 
Pram and pedestrian crossings will also be included. Work is due to start late April. 

Safer roads in Rye and Tootgarook 
We have plans to reduce the high number of crashes on 
the roads in Rye and Tootgarook. 

Through the federal government’s Black Spot Program, 
we’ve received funding to make road safety upgrades. 
We’re proposing a 40km/h speed limit, more speed limit 
signage and traffic calming measures such as speed 
bumps, mini roundabouts and raised intersections. You 
will be receiving more information on the project and 
upcoming community information sessions very soon.

Roundabout at Sorrento  
Following our busy tourism season, work is due to start 
in April on the roundabout at the Point Nepean Road 
and Hotham Road intersection. The work is part of the 
Sorrento Ferry Terminal Upgrade Project, and has been 
funded by the Department of Jobs, Precincts and Regions 
Infrastructure Stimulus Fund to improve local traffic.  

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/projectdashboard
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Tootgarook Seniors 
The Tootgarook Senior Citizens’ Centre 
has been a well-established club since 
the 1960s. They’re joining up with the 
Blairgowrie Senior Citizens’ Centre 
under the Tootgarook name, bringing 
their membership to almost 300! All 
members of the club pitch in with a 
range of activities including dancing, 
Peninsula country music concerts, table 

tennis, bowls, crafting, bus trips and 
socials every Tuesday from 1-3.30pm. 

Committee Vice President, Denise 
Davis, values the opportunity to bring 
people together to socialise and have 
a laugh. Denise says, “We’re at the age 
where lots of people are lonely. I see the 
pleasure in people’s faces when you do 
something for them. I just love it”.  

The Tootgarook Senior Citizens’ Centre 
is an inclusive and welcoming club. 
You're welcome to visit the centre 
before signing up as a member for 
only $10 per year. To find out  
more or to sign up to receive 
their newsletter, contact:  

 5985 4992 
 tootseniors@gmail.com 

Inspired by nature
Our artist in residence at Police 
Point in April is Erin Daniell, a 
contemporary jeweller and visual 
artist from Adelaide. Erin will be 
using her residency to work on her 
jewellery designs. 

She works with local beeswax to 
shape and create beautiful pieces 
and is looking forward to being 
inspired by the undulation of the 
cliffs and the tides as well as the 
shapes of the flora around her. 

You can find out more about the work 
she creates by attended one of her 
workshops during her stay. 

 artsandculture.mornpen.vic.gov.au

Ron Blackford: stonemason who was awarded specialist heritage trade skills 
in 2021 for the heritage property 'Seafield' in Portsea.

Living art 
Ngalamba: stop and wait a while is 
a vertical wall sculpture set to be 
unveiled this spring at Napier Street 
Plaza, Rye. The galvanised zinc 
sculpture based on the native ti-tree 
will cradle plants local to the area 
and will be engraved with the plant 
names in both English and Boon 
Wurrung language. Created by artist 

David Wood, the design includes 
a graphic by Bunurong artist Kobi 
Summers of the five different 
seasons the Traditional Owners 
follow. The project has been  
50 per cent funded through the 
Living Local – Suburban Grants 
Program, Department of Jobs, 
Precincts and Regions.

Keeping Rye clean  
During November and December, a graffiti blitz was carried out in Rye 
at key locations in the township. The blitz resulted in unsightly tagging 
being removed as quickly as it went up. The program was a success 
with areas staying clean during the peak tourist season. 

Jewels unearthed 
in our Heritage 
Awards nominations
We’ve received some shining  
examples of quality restoration and 
exceptional tradespeople in our  
call out for nominations. 

Alongside our partnership with 
the National Trust, we’re currently 
inspecting the shortlisted properties 
before the awards night on 8 June. 

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/heritageawards 

Ngalamba: stop and wait a while by David Wood (Bent Metal), 
visualisation by Kris Bird
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You’re often asked 
for feedback on local 
concerns. The more a 
matter is raised, the more 
Council attention! Visit our 
website to have your say.  

I’m interested in your 
general feedback about 
planning applications, 
Green Wedge issues, 
maintenance of 

community facilities and whether community groups 
should be reimbursed for materials and do minor 
repairs themselves to prevent delays? The state 
government is showing no interest in the plight of 
our wildlife or a Peninsula Wildlife Management 
Plan to ensure their future viability. The callous 
attitude to 600 trapped kangaroos at Cape Schanck 
is a disgrace. Watch out this year for new ward 
boundaries as the state government forces one 
councillor wards throughout Victoria without much 
warning or consultation. I’m back on the Council Arts 
and Culture Advisory Panel and hoping to further 
improve support for live, local performances. I’m 
newly appointed to the Housing Committee which will 
be advocating on homelessness and also affordable 
housing for our community. Unfortunately, drainage, 
mowing and road maintenance are still hot topics 
requiring attention. 

I look forward to your input.  
Regards, David

 0437 129 016    david.gill@mornpen.vic.gov.au

Red Hill

Cr David Gill

Back on the road soon
The library team are currently 
focusing on the reintroduction 
of the mobile library service 
to our community.

The service will include a brand-
new Mercedes Sprinter Van as 
our upgraded mobile library. It’ll 
be zipping around our Peninsula 
making scheduled stops each  
week. We’ll also propose offering  
an outreach service, visiting aged 
care facilities, kindergartens and 
popular events.

Look out for our new van coming 
to a township near you! 

 ourlibrary.mornpen.vic.gov.au 
Flinders Civic Hall 
Construction of the redevelopment is well underway, with the sub-structure, 
concrete slab and underground services completed. The current focus is 
constructing the timber and steel structural framing. The project is due to 
be finished in August (weather dependent). 

Sea gate  
The fresh mussels 
and oysters that 
supply so many of our 
Peninsula’s restaurants 
are farmed at Flinders 
Aquaculture Fisheries 
Reserve. Support local 
and buy in season. 
Head to Flinders pier 
to taste some of the 
freshest seafood on 
our Peninsula.

Plastic free champions 
Congratulations to Uncommon Folk who were presented 
with the Waste Wise plastic free certification by Cr David 
Gill. They’ve successfully eliminated all single use plastics 
targeted by our program. 

“We are so pleased to be part of the program and 
so grateful for the work underway to support the 
Mornington Peninsula community to minimise waste.” 
– Nina Sharpe, Head of Impact at Uncommon Folk 

The Main Ridge-based farming collective includes  
Lil’s Yolky Dokey eggs and Cherry Road Flower Farm  
as their fellow members. Head down to their farmgate at 
580 Main Creek Road every Saturday from 10am to meet 
the team and see what they’re all about.  

 uncommonfolk.com.au 
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Doing something good 
Two very special op shops are 
looking for help. St Mark’s Op shop in 
Balnarring and St John’s Op Shop in 
Flinders need volunteers. We caught  
up with the Revd. Keiron Jones to ask 
her a few questions.

What can volunteers expect? 
Our volunteers are incredibly friendly, 
caring, and know we’re doing 
something good for the community. 
Both shops are attractive and are hives 

of good fun. Our op shops are open 
several days a week with a couple of 
days set aside for sorting and tidying.

Tell me more about these 
two parish op shops?  
With financial stresses increasing 
weekly, we stock only quality goods 
and keep prices very low so people 
can shop with dignity. Clothing is often 
$2.00 or less! We support many local 
not-for-profit organisations, but we also 

support refugees in Dandenong. Within 
hours of a new family arriving, we can 
put together many items to help them. 
Visitors generally love our op shops 
for their great bargains, wide range of 
goods and the fabulous volunteers! 

Volunteering is a wonderful opportunity 
to contribute to your community, meet 
people and feel a sense of belonging. 
To apply for these opportunities, visit:  

 volmornpen.com.au 

Mustering support in a disaster
We have invested in Mobile Response 
Emergency Vehicles (MERV) or 
‘Muster Trucks’ to support local 
communities during emergencies. The 
vehicle is a purpose-built trailer with a 
generator, flood lighting, cooking and 
phone charging facilities, as well as 
satellite communications for when all 
other options are not available.

The Muster Trucks will be extremely 
useful for our community and are a 
fantastic outcome for the Peninsula, 
which was heavily impacted by the 
severe storm in 2021.

The Department of Energy, 
Environment and Climate Action 
(DEECA) has also announced it  
will fund crucial back-up power 
systems at sites in Balnarring,  
Red Hill and Flinders. 

The power systems will aid the 
ability to run electricity to heat food, 
shower and charge devices. They’ll 
contain rooftop solar, inverters, 
hybrid controllers, a cloud-based 
management system, a battery 
and a diesel generator.    

We’re looking at alternative advocacy 
and funding opportunities for the 
telecommunication towers to be 
upgraded so they can function during 
a power disruption.   

NBN Co have a variety of temporary 
network equipment to support 
communities in a natural disaster. 
We’re able to engage with NBN 
Co to activate the temporary 
network and importantly keep 
customers connected if the local 
telecommunication is disrupted. 

We’ll provide further updates  
as our advocacy progresses.   

Left to right: Reverend Keiron Jones, Bob Button, Lyn Hall, Dawn Barclay
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In the works

Seawinds
I would like to thank outgoing Seawinds Ward Councillor Kerri McCafferty for her service over the past 
two years. This is a time consuming and tough role with modest remuneration, complex processes 
to navigate and high expectations from the public. Kerri was a fierce advocate for her community, 
and I know will continue to push for a fairer and safer future. Secondly I’d like to thank Councillors 
Antonella Celi and Debra Mar for making me feel so welcome. Lastly I thank all the other Councillors 
for welcoming me back into the fold. I’m looking forward to working as a team with Councillors and 
officers to get things done both in Seawinds Ward and Shire-wide. Lots of challenges ahead, but also 
opportunities to embrace. I look forward to adding value to the remaining 18 months of Council term. 

 0468 591 993   simon.brooks@mornpen.vic.gov.au

Into 2023 we go! We’ve had a busy summer with high tourist visitation and foreshore camping at 
full capacity. Across the Seawinds Ward our coast boasts many water-based activities that locals 
and visitors enjoy. It is vital that our coastal infrastructure and amenities are in optimal condition 
and advocacy must continue to the state government to ensure that we receive much needed 
investment for the urgent upgrade to our Pier in Dromana.  

 0408 974 143    antonella.celi@mornpen.vic.gov.au

As Seawinds Ward Councillors bid farewell to another busy summer and welcome the dawning 
of autumn, consider engaging with our communities through volunteering. There are many 
local community groups and organisations on the Mornington Peninsula Shire website on our 
‘volunteering’ page that may be of interest. Volunteering is not only fun and rewarding, it provides 
social connections and is a good investment for your mental health and wellbeing. 

We are grateful Simon Brooks returned as a Councillor again in our ward after Kerri McCafferty 
resigned. Councillor Brooks brings a wealth of knowledge and experience to the chamber with a 
passion to support our communities. 

 0466 255 385    debra.mar@mornpen.vic.gov.au

Cr Simon Brooks

Cr Antonella Celi

Cr Debra Mar

Here for young families
We’ve upgraded Waterfall Gully Maternal and Child 
Health Centre in Rosebud to help more families wishing 
to access the service. The $367,000 project now 
includes an extra consulting room, accessible toilet, a 
new kitchenette, larger and more welcoming entry to the 
building and car park improvements. 

We’re pleased be able to meet the demand from our 
community to provide this upgraded facility.

Dromana cricket net designs   
We’ve designed an upgrade of the practice nets at 
Dromana Recreation Reserve. The design includes a 
four-lane synthetic grass practice facility and power to 
the nets. The larger netting will allow bowlers to have a 
dedicated run up to the crease without using the oval, 
allowing for simultaneous use of both spaces. The 
designs are currently out for tender and we’re aiming to 
have the works finished in winter.

Dromana pier update
Rebuilding Dromana pier is part of a $10 million commitment 
announced during the 2022 state government election. 
Funding for the project is expected to be outlined in the state 
budget in May. Following this, Parks Victoria will work with 
community and stakeholders to develop final designs before 
construction starts.
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Sailing success
Our local sailing clubs have had a great 
summer with many sailors achieving 
success in the season regattas. 

Safety Beach Sailing Club 
The club is home to Sail Peninsula, 
an annual keelboat regatta attracting 

clubs from across the Bay. Sailors also 
participate in regattas across Victoria 
with some excellent results. The club 
regularly hosts State Championships 
because of its location and excellent 
facilities and is also home to the 
local Coast Guard Flotilla. External 
improvements provided by the Shire 
have updated the club and it’s open to 

the public for dining most Thursday 
and Friday evenings. 

 sbsc.net.au

McCrae Yacht Club 
It’s been a big summer of titles for 
McCrae sailors. An impressive 55 
members travelled the country to 
compete in 15 championships. They 
now have one world champion, three 
national champions and hold the world 
land speed sailing record. Meanwhile, 
the club’s Environment Committee has 
been hard at work keeping the beach 
clean and the foreshore free of invasive 
species while replanting with native 
vegetation to encourage wildlife. 

 mccraeyc.com.au

Rosebud Yacht Club 
The Club had a great season with 
sailors competing in State titles and 
interclub events, often placing on the 
podium. Their junior fleet began  
their first year in operation, with an 
expanded program in place for next 
season. The Club has a community 
focus, donating funds raised during 
stand-up paddleboard sessions 
to the Rosebud Hospital. 

 rosebudyachtclub.com.au

A welcomed light  
The iconic flagpole in Dromana is 
now a glowing beacon with a new 
light feature installed. 

We funded $27,000 for the 
lighting of the symbolic feature 
in Dromana, as it’s a federal 
government requirement the 
national flag may only be flown 
at night when illuminated. 

Many Dromana residents and 
in particular WW2 veteran Gerry 
Shepherd have been instrumental in 

bringing this lighting project to life. 

On flag-flying days such as Anzac Day, 
we’ve raised and lowered the  
flag manually. Now, the national,  
Torres Strait Islander and Aboriginal 
flags are all flying permanently at the 
Dromana foreshore. 

We wish to thank our team of dedicated 
volunteers who maintained the flag 
raising duties, we are now able to 
showcase our flags to bring about 
community pride and unity.

(L-R): Mayor Councillor Steve Holland, Deputy Mayor Councillor Debra Mar, 
Pat Cocola, Nancey-Joy Gardner, Mario Cocola, Gerry Shepherd, 
Col Southey, Tony Christmas, Mark Brookes, Councillor Antonella Celi

Safety Beach toilets 
The new Safety Beach toilet block 
was opened to the public just in time 
for the busy Christmas and New Year 
holidays. The modern timber structure 
replaced the old brick facility and 
houses eight unisex toilet cubicles, 
two family cubicles with baby change 
tables and another six ambulant 
cubicles with bench seating for 
clothing changes. All cubicles have 
combination symbolic, braille and 
tactile signage in accordance with 
Australian Standards. The new facility 
also includes outdoor showers, timber 
seating, drinking fountains and a new 
accessible footpath linking the carpark, 
picnic area and pedestrian crossing. 
We have also provided new street bins 
and landscaped the whole area. It’s a 
wonderful addition at the foreshore.
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Watson
By the time this edition is in circulation we will have our By the time this edition is in circulation we will have our 
new Watson Ward Councillor. We’re looking forward new Watson Ward Councillor. We’re looking forward 
to working with the new Councillor to realise their to working with the new Councillor to realise their 
aspirations for this ward and its residents.  aspirations for this ward and its residents.  

Deputy Mayor Councillor Mar and I were pleased to Deputy Mayor Councillor Mar and I were pleased to 
attend the Somerville Carols by Candlelight just before attend the Somerville Carols by Candlelight just before 
Christmas last year. There was a great turn out and it Christmas last year. There was a great turn out and it 
was a joy to see so much community spirit at the event.  was a joy to see so much community spirit at the event.  

Equally the Somerville Family Day on 13 March was Equally the Somerville Family Day on 13 March was 
bigger and better than ever. I enjoyed meeting with the bigger and better than ever. I enjoyed meeting with the 
organisers and the community to oversee the planning organisers and the community to oversee the planning 
of arguably one of the biggest community events on our of arguably one of the biggest community events on our 
Peninsula. I hope it goes from strength to strength. Peninsula. I hope it goes from strength to strength. 

There’s plenty to see and do in Watson Ward, look out There’s plenty to see and do in Watson Ward, look out 
for your new Councillor out and about and give them a for your new Councillor out and about and give them a 
warm welcome to the role. warm welcome to the role. 

Cr Steve Holland Cr Steve Holland 
 councillor.support@mornpen.vic.gov.au  councillor.support@mornpen.vic.gov.au 

Connecting people
When in Baxter take a stroll through the newly 
redeveloped park on the corner of Golf Links Road 
and Baxter-Tooradin Road. 

It’s a safe pathway between two major roads and 
connects students to the nearby Baxter Primary School. 
We worked with Major Road Projects Victoria to create a 
calming seating area from natural materials to attract the 
local flora and fauna. 

Take a seat and enjoy the artwork ‘Bareep 
Barring Buluk of the Barraemal - Tracking 
springtime walking tracks of the emu’. 
The concrete and metal panel design represents the local 
landscape. On one side a mosaic of rocks and shells 
representing the Barraemal or ‘emu tracks’ is shaped 
in a boomerang pattern. On the reverse side the panels 
represent Bareep or ‘wildflower season’. 

This artwork was created from sustainable, recycled and 
repurposed materials by First Nations’ Australian artists 
Adam Magennis, Eamon Roberts, Kristian Roberts and 
Lachlan Morgan. 

It has been displayed in this community area as a legacy 
to local residents and the Golf Links Road Upgrade.
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In the works
It’s in the net 
We have new ball netting between Fruit Growers 
Reserve and the Somerville Active Recreation Hub.  
The netting will provide protection for users of the 
Active Hub by making sure any stray balls are kept 
within the oval.  

Tennis lighting upgrades 
We’re hoping for the next Ash Barty or Alex de Minaur 
with the installation of four new light poles at Somerville 
Tennis Club. The new LED floodlighting will allow for 
twilight practice for those budding tennis stars. Players 
can now also book and pay for a court online and can 
access the club using a pin pad system.



South-East 
Melbourne 
basketball 

camp 
140 people

Solve 
Disability 

Group 
50 people 

Western Port 
Basketball 
Association 

camp 
50 people

Pickleball 
tournament 
160 people  
of all ages 
entered!

Baxter
Take a bush walk through Unthanks 
Bushland Reserve where tracks heading 
off in various directions will lead you through 
diverse woodland vegetation. Admire 
colourful native peas and daisies, listen 
out for native frog calls, or see if you can 
spot some of the diverse fungi. 

Don’t forget to photograph and share 
your sightings on iNaturalist! Unthanks 
Bushland Reserve is a wonderful place to 
connect with nature and learn more about 
our natural environment.  

  inaturalist.org 

Somerville
Take a class at Somerville 
Community House. There’s 
plenty on offer from kids 
painting workshops, book 
clubs, bluegrass music 
group, a singing group 
called Peninsula Voices and 
beginners Ukulele. Meet 
friends or make new ones 
in the community. 

  somervillecommunity     
house.com.au  

Moorooduc
Challenge yourself  
to one of the walking 
tracks at Devilbend 
Reservoir.

The Reserve is great 
for walkers and  
waterbirds who both 
enjoy the 422 hectares 
of native vegetation 
along with almost  
250 hectares 
of water surface area.

Tyabb 
Head to Bunguyan Reserve, Tyabb 
and find the historical plaque for the 
remarkable Martha Jane King. She 
was the only woman granted a 
pastoral lease on the Mornington 
Peninsula. Her cattle station 
was situation at Bunguyan      

                Reserve (previously known as 
King’s Cattle Station) and covered 15,000 
acres. The first European tracks were found 
here linking the main pastoral properties in 
the area. Find out more about the history 
of Martha Jane King by contacting the 
Somerville, Tyabb & District Heritage Society. 

  somtyheritage@hotmail.com 

Unthanks Bushland 

Reserve, Baxter
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Somerville 
Community House 

Holiday fun  
Somerville Recreation Centre was a hive of activity this summer with many people joining in and getting active.
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Help us protect our Green Wedge  
Our precious Green Wedge land 
is at risk of over development and 
subdivision. We need to stop important 
planning decisions being taken away 
from our community and chipping away 
at our natural environment.

There are several parcels of land within 
the Green Wedge that do not currently 
have specific Green Wedge Zone 
protection and we are calling on the 
Victorian Government for an urgent 
change to the planning controls for the 
Peninsula, called Planning Scheme 
amendment C270morn. 

The recent Victorian Civil Administrative 
Tribunal (VCAT) decision to approve 
Ryman’s plans for a residential aged 
care facility and retirement village at  
60-70 Kunyung Road, despite 
opposition from Council and the 
community, could set a precedent for 
development in these specific parcels of 
land without Green Wedge protection.

The proposed amendment seeks to 
rezone these parcels of land from 
Special Use Zone to Green Wedge 
Zone. This rezoning will protect the 
Shire’s highly valued Green Wedge from 
inappropriate development, resolve 
anomalies in the planning scheme, 

and ensure the zoning of these 
sites reflects their intended use and 
location within the Green Wedge.

Following community consultation 
and an independent planning panel 
hearing, the amendment is now with 
the new Minister for Planning, Sonya 
Kilkenny MP. 

The Minister’s approval of the 
amendment will provide specific 
Green Wedge Zone protections 
to these sites, otherwise they will 
remain at risk.

Despite the extremely disappointing 
decision by VCAT in December 
2022, the amendment would ensure 
any future redevelopment of this site 
better responds to the site’s location 
outside the urban growth boundary.

Let’s stop important planning 
decisions  being taken away from 
our community, eroding  a valuable 
and significant community asset. 

You can find more information at  
  mornpen.vic.gov.au/      

    protectgreenwedge 

Write or email the Minister for Planning, The Hon Sonya Kilkenny 
MP, to let her know we want Planning Scheme Amendment  
C270morn to be approved.

The Hon Sonya Kilkenny MP Minister for Planning   
Level 16, 8 Nicholson Street, East Melbourne VIC 3002 

  sonya.kilkenny@parliament.vic.gov.au

Community voice 
April will be buzzing with fresh new 
voices and opinions as our Citizens’ 
Panel 2023 sits down to meet.

Fifty panellists have been chosen 
through our application and selection 
process and we have a diverse  
mixture of our community ready 
to share their views. 

Over the course of the year,  
we’ll be seeking panellists’  
feedback on a range of difficult  
and challenging topics. 

  mornpen.vic.gov.au/citizenspanel 

“Relish this 
opportunity to  
listen, to be heard,  
to learn and ultimately 
contribute to  
the future of our 
beautiful Peninsula.”

“Give it your all…
it soon becomes 
something you 
look forward to 
each month.”

“Come with an 
open mind. Do not 
be afraid to speak 
out and share your 
knowledge. We all 
have so much to learn 
from each other.”

“Listen to a wide 
range of opinions 
and be prepared 
to change  
your mind.”22  PENINSULA WIDE   Autumn 2023



The word on the street 
If you’ve been hanging on the high 
street, pottering around your precinct 
or mooching at markets, chances are 
you’ve met our dynamic Community 
Engagement team. 

Now, what is community engagement 
you ask? Simply, we want to find  
out how you feel about things 
on our Peninsula.  

If we have a new policy, plan, design, 
trial, project or initiative and we 
need your feedback, we’ll open a 
community consultation.

We’ll hit the streets to speak with 
you to find out your thoughts. We 
host pop-up community consultation 
session at various locations on our 
Peninsula. Each one is themed 
to a particular issue we want your 
feedback on.

Right now, we’re gathering your input 
into our new Public Arts Policy. 

You can catch the team here:
Rye Foreshore Market 
Saturday 1 April, 7am – 12pm   

Moorooduc Train Station Market 
Sunday 2 April, 10am – 2pm   

Rosebud Primary School Market 
Saturday 8 April, 8am – 1pm   

  mornpen.vic.gov.au/publicartpolicy 

Shape our future 
If you don’t want to speak with someone face-to-face, you can join the 
thousands of other community members who have signed up to have their say 
online. Our community engagement runs both in person and online at the same 
time. Don't miss out on voicing your opinion to shape our future. 

Coming soon...  
Our feet on the streets will be coming to a location near you soon to discuss:  
• Volunteering  
• Police Point Shire Park upgrades 

• Performing Arts Centre  
• Peninsula Trail.

  mornpen.vic.gov.au/haveyoursay

You told us at a recent pop-up...  
“I’m really impressed with how quickly my 
feedback was actioned. I mentioned grass nearby 
was overgrown and needs maintenance. The 
following day someone came out! Thank you.”   

Want us to pop up at your event?  
Let us know:   communityengagement@mornpen.vic.gov.au 
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April
1 April

Geocaching treasure hunt 
The Briars, Mount Martha

Games on the Deck 
The Briars, Mount Martha

7 April
Blairgowrie Yacht Squadron 
Easter Show 
2900 Point Nepean Road, Blairgowrie

7-9 April
Melbourne Easter Show 
Dromana Estate, Tuerong

8 April
Rye Football Netball Club 
Car & Bike Show 
RJ Rowley Recreation Reserve, Rye

Rotary Club of Dromana Car Show 
Dromana Drive In

9 April
Flinders Motoring Heritage 
Corner of Cook and Norman Street, 
Flinders

12 April
Wildlife Sanctuary after dark 
The Briars, Mount Martha

Mini Ecologists 
The Briars, Mount Martha

21-30 April
DRIFT Festival 
Various locations 

 driftartsfestival.com.au

22 April
In Search of Stoke – Red Hill Riders 
Hillview Community Reserve, 
Dromana

25 April
Anzac Day
• Balnarring 
• Crib Point
• Dromana
• Flinders
• Hastings
• Mornington
• Mount Eliza

• Red Hill
• Rosebud
• Rye
• Somerville
• Sorrento
• Tyabb

29 April
Australian Native Plant Sale 
The Briars, Mount Martha

30 April
Mornington Running Festival 
Mornington Park

May
6 May

Build a bat box 
The Briars, Mount Martha

13 May
Games on the Deck 
The Briars, Mount Martha

26 May
Coastrek Mornington Peninsula 
Cape Schanck to Portsea

28 May
RSPCA Million Paws Walk 
Fred Smith Reserve, Hastings

Mount Martha Briars Market 
The Briars, Mount Martha

June
3 June

Draught proof your home 
Eco Living Display Centre, The Briars

9 June
Mornington Winter Music Festival 
Main Street

22-25 June
Earth & Solar Exhibition 
Sorrento Foreshore

What’s on For an up-to-date list of all events/markets: 
 mornpen.vic.gov.au/events 

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/markets


