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As a citizen, Councillor and now in 
my new role as Mayor I have given 
considerable thought to our local 
democracy and how we achieve the 
best outcomes with our community 
across the many projects, services and 
policies that Council deliberates on. I 
am convinced that genuine, deep and 
ongoing two-way communication and 
conversation between the community 
and its Council is the key.

With that aim in mind a theme this 
year for me will be working on new 
mechanisms by which Council can 
achieve better engagement with the 
community and capture more informed 
feedback that will ultimately lead 

to genuine collaboration and more 
successful outcomes.

We live in a time when there is real 
concern that trust in government and 
other institutions is at an all-time low, 
creating a challenge for democracy 
at all levels. My goal is to build trust 
and encourage people to be more 
closely involved in the decision-making 
process. Council elections happening 
in October serve to emphasise this, 
giving all residents their opportunity to 
vote for their ward Councillor.

While it may feel like the start of the 
year, our focus is firmly set on reaping 
the rewards of our efforts over the past 
three years. It is satisfying to see many 
projects coming to fruition in 2020, such 
as our new aquatic centre, the many 
capital works across the Peninsula, the 
reduction in single-use plastics and our 
advocacy for better bus services and 
safer roads, among many others.

I look forward to a productive year and 
wish everyone a safe and happy 2020.

Councillor Sam Hearn, Mayor 
Mornington Peninsula Shire 

 sam.hearn@mornpen.vic.gov.au 
 5950 1428

our shire

Mornington Peninsula Shire 
acknowledges and pays respect  
to the Bunurong/Boon Wurrung  
people, the traditional custodians  
of these lands and waters.

Cr Bev Colomb Cr Rosie Clark Cr Sam Hearn

Briars

Cr Hugh FraserCr Kate Roper Cr Bryan Payne

NepeanCerberus

Cr David Gill

Red Hill

Visit us 
Rosebud  90 Besgrove Street 
Mornington  2 Queen Street 
Hastings  21 Marine Parade 
Somerville  1085 Frankston-Flinders Road 
 (within Somerville Library)
For office hours or further info: 

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/contact

The information in this publication is of a general nature and is not 
intended to provide a complete discussion on each subject and/or 
issues canvassed. Mornington Peninsula Shire does not accept liability 
for any statement, opinion, errors or omissions contained herein.

Talk to us 
 peninsulawide@mornpen.vic.gov.au 
 5950 1000 or 1300 850 600 
 customerservice@mornpen.vic.gov.au

Editor: Kirsty Hardt 
Graphic designer: Kelly-Maree Newling 
Photographer: Ryan Eckersley 
Cover: Moonah Woodland, Rye
Report it online  mornpen.vic.gov.au/reportit
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and FSC (CoC) Recycled certified. It is manufactured from  
100% post-consumer recycled paper under the ISO 14001 EMS 
certification using vegetable-based inks.

Cr Antonella CeliCr Simon Brooks Cr Frank Martin Cr Julie Morris

WatsonSeawinds

Due to the impact of Coronavirus (COVID-19)  
many events, programs, meetings or workshops 
mentioned in this publication may be cancelled. 
Please check the Shire website for full details and 
further information.  mornpen.vic.gov.au
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Why are wetlands important?

our place

Southern Brown Tree Frog 
(green form) 
Photo: Cameron Brown

World Wetlands Day and the tale of the land of croaking frogs
What could events almost 50 years 
ago in an Iranian city on the shores 
of the Caspian Sea have to do 
with biodiversity on the 
Mornington Peninsula?

Actually, quite a lot! On the second of 
February in 1971 in the city of Ramsar 
in Iran, the Convention on Wetlands 
of International Importance was 
adopted, with Australia one of the 
first signatories. That day is celebrated 
annually as World Wetlands Day to 
raise global awareness about the 
vital role of wetlands for people 
and the planet.

On the Mornington Peninsula we are 
extremely lucky to have the Tootgarook 
Wetlands – a hidden refuge of 
biodiversity and home to more than 

240 indigenous plant species and 
internationally significant birdlife.

The land has high cultural significance 
for the Bunurong/Boon Wurrung 
people and it is thought Tootgarook 
was derived from an Aboriginal word 
describing a land of croaking frogs.

The majority of this wetland is  
now situated within Boneo Park,  
whose owners work with Trust for 
Nature to preserve 200 hectares of 
wetland, woodland and grassland.  
A conservation covenant was placed  
on the precious land in 2013 ensuring  
it is now protected in perpetuity.

But it wasn’t always so. European 
activities started around the Tootgarook 
wetlands (then called a swamp) in the 

1830s and since then the area has 
had to endure a great many changes 
and adversities. It was degraded by 
drainage, mined for limestone and peat, 
housed a fertiliser factory and used for 
landfill, agriculture and livestock.

Today the Tootgarook Wetland is home 
to species such as the Australasian 
Bittern, Swamp Skink and Leafy Twig-
sedge to name a few. More than 150 
bird species, frogs, mammals, reptiles 
and insects all call the wetland home.

Historically undervalued, World 
Wetlands Day seeks to highlight the 
critical importance of wetlands to our 
environment and why they need to be 
protected and restored.

Wetlands store more than 
30 per cent of land-based 
carbons on the planet.

They absorb and store 
water, helping reduce flood 
plains and relieve droughts.

They are rich in biodiversity 
– 40% of all species live or 
breed in wetlands.

They remove pollution 
from water by acting 
as a filtering system.
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our place

Recycling plastics – the scrunch test
Did you know that not all plastic can be placed in your household recycling bin? 
Soft plastics are any plastics that can be easily scrunched up. Soft plastics can’t 
be recycled in the household bin but can be taken to major supermarkets to be 
recycled. So if it doesn’t pass the scrunch test don’t put it in your recycling bin! 

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/recycling

The Briars free plant giveaway 
The Shire’s nursery at The Briars is holding its annual free plant giveaway. Pick up two FREE indigenous or native plants from 4-18 
April (excluding Easter weekend) or until stock runs out. Proof of residence required. Please check website for opening hours.  

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/nursery

Australia Day fun
Australia Day celebrations were held across the Peninsula with thousands 
of revellers enjoying a family-friendly day out, while also raising more than 
$10,000 for the bushfire relief effort. Thirteen local residents who have  
made outstanding contributions to our society were awarded with  
Australian Honours, while our very own CEO John Baker and his family 
became Australian citizens at a ceremony on the Peninsula.

Autumn fresh
Autumn on the Peninsula is the perfect 
time to explore our many farmgates 
and discover the best of our region’s 
seasonal fresh produce. Visit our MP 
Produce website to get those taste 
buds firing!  mpproduce.com.au

Plastic Free Places
Mornington Peninsula Shire is proud 
to be supporting Plastic Free Places 
on the Peninsula with a pilot program 
being run in Mount Martha.

It’s about local businesses taking real 
action to reduce their impact on our 
environment by eliminating key single-
use plastics such as plastic coffee 
cups, takeaway containers and straws.
A big thanks to Waste Wise Mornington 
Peninsula, Boomerang Alliance, RAW 
Travel, Beach Patrol, Boomerang Bags, 
Mount Martha Life Saving Club,  Dolphin 
Research Institute and the Balcombe 
Estuary Reserves Group for their work.

Photo: Grant Gibbs

One misused recycling bin  
can contaminate a whole truck 
and the whole load goes to 
landfill. This costs the Shire  
– and thus ratepayers – twice 
as much. Not to mention the 
environmental damage caused.
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our place

Shire purchases 
Moonah Woodland 
reserve
Once upon a time the Nepean 
Peninsula was dominated by ancient 
stands of Coastal Moonah Woodland.

In a bid to conserve remaining 
pockets of these beautiful, gnarled 
trees, Mornington Peninsula Shire 
has purchased almost four hectares 
of valuable Moonah Woodland 
for the community.

The land, at 50 Flinders Street, 
is of high conservation value and 
home to more than 50 indigenous 
plant species and a diversity of 
birds, reptiles and mammals.

The Shire purchased the land late 
last year from the Department of 
Education and will soon begin 
consulting with the community to 
guide future management of the 
reserve and decide what to name it.

Compost Challenge
Join the Compost Community 
and receive a discount on a 
new compost bin, worm farm or 
Bokashi bin. Give it a go – it’s not 
as hard as you think. You’ll help the 
environment, reduce landfill, fertilise 
your garden and save on your hip 
pocket all in one go. 

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/
compostchallenge

Time for a 
system check
Don’t risk environmental damage or 
costly repairs – get your wastewater 
system checked annually. A poorly 
maintained septic system is a health 
risk to your family, friends, our 
waterways and the wider community.

With more than 25,000 properties 
across the Peninsula relying on septic 
tank systems, it’s important owners 
maintain the health of their septics 
systems all year round.

To learn more visit: 
 mornpen.vic.gov.au/septictanks

Peninsula Wide 
survey feedback
A big thank you to the 677 Peninsula 
Wide readers who filled out our  
survey about this magazine.  
We are so pleased to hear more  
than 90 per cent of respondents  
enjoy reading Peninsula Wide.

We strive to make you, the reader, 
feel like part of the community – 
covering issues, projects and news  
that affect you. We’ll continue delivering 
the Peninsula Wide you love and 
take on board your comments for 
improvement. Keep on reading!

Coastal Moonah Woodland is thought to have covered more than 12,000 
hectares on the Mornington Peninsula before European settlement.
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Survey continues overleaf, please turn this page over.
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International Compost Awareness 
Week 3-9 May Compost workshop, 
Blairgowrie Community Garden 
Saturday 9 May, 10am 

 composting.eventbrite.com.au

Autumn 2020   PENINSULA WIDE  5



our place

Thinking of installing 
solar or batteries?
Council is excited to announce a partnership with 
Australian Energy Foundation to help residents install 
solar and batteries in their homes. Residents can:

• Receive independent advice and 
support on technology options

• Get connected to a fully vetted 
supplier and installer

• Cut your energy bills and carbon emissions

To talk to an energy advisor or request a quote: 
 aef.com.au  1300 23 68 55

A free solar and battery information session 
and workshop will be held in April.

For details see the What’s On section at: 
 ourlibrary.mornpen.vic.gov.au

Pet registrations now due 
Don’t forget – pet registration renewals 
are due 10 April. Dogs and cats that are 
registered and microchipped have a far 
greater chance of being reunited with 
their families quickly and safely if they 
get lost or go astray. Pet registration 
fees also fund services such as off-
leash dog areas, the community animal 
shelter and pound and local rangers 
who respond to complaints or dog 
attacks. To pay online or for further 
pet information including lost pets, 
adopting a pet or the domestic 
animal plan please visit: 

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/pets

Peninsula’s Tidy Town winners
Two Mornington Peninsula projects have won top awards 
at the 50th Keep Victoria Beautiful Tidy Town – Sustainable 
Communities Awards. St Joseph’s Catholic Primary School 
in Crib Point was recognised for its student-led sustainability 
team. Students concerned about the school’s waste 
management system organised for items such as bottle caps 
and old textas to be recycled into new products such as 
wheelchairs and prosthetic arms. The 2020 Tidy Town awards 
are open now. All you need is 500 words or less to tell Keep 
Victoria Beautiful about your project or initiative. 

 kvb.org.au/tidy-towns
Photo: Yanni Dellaportas

Sustainable 
transport options

Recycling water 
to help drought-proof 
our Peninsula

Improving affordability 
of recycled products

Climate Emergency update
More than 500 community members have given their 
valuable contribution to our draft Climate Emergency 
Plan. Based on this we’ve heard:
• More than two thirds of respondents supported 

a target of net zero emissions

• the most worrying local climate risks were increased 
bushfire danger, water scarcity and heatwaves

• most people felt that they could act on climate 
change both individually and as a community

Council is continuing to advocate for funding for 
projects that offer real solutions to climate change 
issues. The draft Climate Emergency Plan is scheduled 
to be on public exhibition May/June 2020.
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our prosperity

Small business workshops
Got a bright idea you want to turn  
into a business? Want to build a 
roadmap to success, launch your 
business online or create an effective 
marketing strategy?  

Register now for our MP Business 
workshops in Hastings. Cost is  
just $20. Register for all four  
and receive one free! 

 mpbusiness.com.au/event

Starting your Business 
21 April  6 – 9pm

Business Planning essentials 
28 April  6 – 8pm

Taking your Business Online 
5 May  6 – 8pm

Marketing your business 
12 May 6 – 8pm

Venue: High Street Co., 
34 High Street, Hastings

Have your say 
on our proposed budget
Mornington Peninsula Shire’s Proposed  
Budget 2020/21 is now on public exhibition 
until 5pm Thursday 23 April.

We’ve worked with our community to develop the 
Proposed Budget 2020/21 and have listened to your 
feedback to fund the projects, initiatives and services 
that meet your needs and expectations.

We encourage the community to submit their further 
thoughts, suggestions and priorities for the coming 
year to help us guide the direction of the 
Peninsula’s future.

To provide your thoughts on the Proposed Budget 
2020/21 visit:  mornpen.vic.gov.au/budget

For more information about the Budget process 
please contact the Shire’s Finance Team. 

 budget@mornpen.vic.gov.au 
 1300 850 600

Get on board the 
small business bus
The Victorian Government’s Small 
Business Bus is on the road again 
and coming to the Mornington 
Peninsula. The service offers free 
confidential mentoring provided by 
a small business specialist, advice, 
assistance and information about 
Small Business Victoria’s programs 
and services.

Monday 18 May 1055 Point 
Nepean Road, Rosebud

Tuesday 19 May Point Nepean 
Road foreshore carpark, opposite 
2339 Point Nepean Road, Rye

Wednesday 20 May Hastings 
Library, 7 High Street, Hastings

For more information and bookings:
 business.vic.gov.au/sbb

Farewell summer 
This summer the Peninsula hosted visitors from near and far as they flocked here to enjoy all our beautiful 
part of the world has to offer. Memories are made for families and friends while our local businesses receive 
their share of the annual $1.07 billion in economic benefits that tourism generates for our region.
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our wellbeing

Pool and spa registrations due soon 
Have you registered your pool or spa with the Shire yet? All 
owners of existing swimming pools and spas must register their 
swimming pool or spa with Mornington Peninsula Shire by 1 June 
2020. The one-off registration fee is $79 for pools and spas built 
before 1 December 2019 and $31.80 for those built after that 
date. The next step is getting your pool or spa barrier checked 
by a suitably qualified building practitioner. To register and learn 
more visit:  mornpen.vic.gov.au/poolregister

Golden anniversary
Mornington Peninsula Regional 
Gallery is turning 50 and is 
celebrating with a new large-scale 
exhibition called MPRG: FIFTY from 
8 May to 28 June. The gallery was 
founded in 1969 by Alan McCulloch 
and acquired its first artwork in 
1970. Over the past 50 years the 
collection has grown to include 
more than 1,800 objects including 
paintings, drawings, prints and 
sculptures – showcasing local, 
Australian and international art. 
The MPRG: FIFTY exhibition 
features more than 70 artworks 
including Margaret Preston,  
Russell Drysdale, Arthur Boyd,  
Fred Williams and Brett Whiteley. 

 mprg.mornpen.vic.gov.au

International Women’s Day
Mornington Peninsula Shire celebrated International Women’s 
Day with the launch of its first Gender Equality Strategy, 
which will guide the work needed to prevent violence against 
women and their children. Joining more than 500 members 
of the community and Council at the launch were guest 
speakers Natasha Stott Despoja AO and Rosie Batty AO. 

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/genderequality

Model citizens
Two amazing women have been 
recognised for their achievements in our 
2020 Australia Day awards. Veronica 
Whittaker received Citizen of the Year 
for her work with Clothes4U – a not-
for-profit boutique providing clothing 
to those in need, and 22-year-old 
Ellie-May Maguire was awarded Young 
Citizen of the Year for her advocacy for 
juvenile diabetes and her career as a 
paramedic. Other winners were the 91st 
Red Hill Show, Valerie Rowe, Harrison 
Hansen, William Mackenzie, Jean 
Stirling and Uncle Bob’s Club Annual 
Good Friday Wheelbarrow Push.

National volunteer week 
If you’ve been thinking of volunteering, National 
Volunteer Week is just around the corner. Come 
along to our Volunteer Expo to find out about 
opportunities available in your local area.  
Monday 25 May, 11am to 3pm 
Shire Office, 2 Queen Street, Mornington 

 volmornpen.com.au

Arthur Boyd, Mount Martha from Safety Beach 1939, oil on canvas board
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Tune in to local radio 
Want to hear more about news and issues important 
to older people? Tune in to PACE on AIR on local radio 
station RPP (98.7FM) on Thursdays from 12 – 1pm. 
PACE is the Shire’s independent advisory committee 
on the needs of older people on the Peninsula.

our wellbeing

Wildlife pouch bonanza
It has been truly heart-warming to see all the ways the Peninsula community has rallied to help people and wildlife 
affected by the bushfires. One fine example is the wildlife pouch bonanza initiated by our fabulous Libraries team. 
One little Facebook invitation to knit/crochet pouches went viral with 167,000 hits resulting in 7,000 pouches for 
injured wildlife received through our libraries and community houses. They were then delivered to animal rescue 
distributors around Victoria. Amazingly pouches were also received from well beyond our borders with contributors 
from across Australia, the UK, USA and Europe.

Naming rights More than 400 submissions have been received from 
our creative residents suggesting a name for our new aquatic centre in 
Rosebud. Our naming panel is busy reviewing the list and Council 
hopes to make an announcement soon. Watch this space.

Creating an age-
friendly Peninsula
Nominations for the 2020 Delys 
Sergeant Age-Friendly awards open 
20 April. The awards recognise 
individuals of any age, clubs, 
services or businesses that contribute 
to building a stronger community for 
older people on the Peninsula.

For inquiries please call the 
Shire’s Positive Ageing Officer. 

 5950 1733 
 mornpen.vic.gov.au/delyssargeant

New local dementia café
An Umbrella Dementia café has opened at the Seawinds 
Community Hub. The cafes originated in the Netherlands 
and are designed as peer support groups providing a safe 
and encouraging social environment to connect people  
living with dementia. They can meet other patrons in a 
similar situation to share ideas, support one another and 
take part in joyful café activities. The cafes help break down 
stigma associated with the condition and increase dementia 
awareness in the local community. For more information 
please contact Karen, Community Café Leader: 

 0432 963 339     umbrelladementiacafes.com.au
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Briars
Stopping the use of single-use plastics is progressing. An important step forward for me has 
been putting the resolutions in place to make this happen. We have a draft policy out and a very 
committed community doing some very impressive things, including the move towards a plastic-
free Mount Martha. The Shire’s draft budget is now on display. I encourage everyone to look at it on 
our website or at any Shire office. It’s a way of knowing where your Rates are going plus you have 
an opportunity to make a submission. As I am writing we have disturbing news of the closure of 
Centrelink in Mornington. I really hope we can turn this around and ensure we don’t lose any of our 
very essential services. They are worth fighting for.

 0418 506 638    bev.colomb@mornpen.vic.gov.auCr Bev Colomb

I am thrilled to say The Briars Master Plan has been endorsed by Council after extensive community 
consultation. Like many on the Peninsula I am pleased it will retain its heritage and charm while 
adding fabulous new experiences. In Mount Eliza I am looking forward to construction beginning 
this winter on a new, modern toilet block and playground to replace the ageing facilities at John 
Butler Reserve. I would also like to congratulate the Mornington Rotary Club on its annual art show 
at the Peninsula Community Theatre, which was a resounding success.  All money raised is going 
towards supporting our community, national and international projects.

 0437 152 991    rosie.clark@mornpen.vic.gov.au
Cr Rosie Clark

I feel very privileged to have celebrated the launch of the Shire’s first Gender Equality Strategy 
together with fellow Councillors, community and two inspirational leaders – Natasha Stott Despoja 
and Rosie Batty. While any violence against any person is unconscionable, it is sobering and 
terrible that 95 per cent of family violence in our community is committed against women and 
children. Council is determined to address the drivers of this statistic and tackling gender inequality 
is one of the biggest things we can do to make a difference. As a community we cannot fully realise 
our human potential until we have a culture that respects women and does not place any gender-
based barriers to their achievement.

 0437 170 083    sam.hearn@mornpen.vic.gov.auMayor Cr Sam Hearn

In the works Emil Madsen Reserve’s future
An updated master plan for the future of Emil Madsen Reserve in Mount 
Eliza is in the process of being signed off by stakeholders after much 
consultation and collaboration with Council. The plan is then due to be 
endorsed by Council and put out for public exhibition and community 
feedback. Meanwhile detailed design for a new pavilion at the rear of the 
reserve that will service soccer, AFL, cricket and netball is underway.

Plans for Mount 
Martha Eco Park
Thank you to everyone who has 
provided their thoughts and ideas on a 
draft plan for a new  active recreation 
and skate hub at Mount Martha’s 
Eco Park. Council will consider all 
the responses and will update the 
community on the outcome of the 
engagement process in June.

New toilet block 
in Mornington
A new toilet block is in the works for 
Mitchell Street, Mornington, which will 
be welcomed by users of the Mitchell 
Street Reserve, the Community Garden 
and the local Men’s Shed.
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Advance Australia Fair
Australia Day celebrations at 
Mornington and Mount Eliza 
brought our community together for 
a fun day out. Highlights included 
kids’ favourite PAW Patrol, Kate 
Ceberano and a spectacular 
fireworks finale. Thank you to our 
Australia Day ambassadors Joseph 
Cannatelli and Major General David 
McLachlan AO who shared their 
stories with us.

Community organisations also 
showed their support on Australia 
Day. Rotary held a fundraiser to 
help the bushfire relief efforts while 
the Mount Martha Lions Club held 
their annual flag-raising event, 
which was well-attended by the 
community, the life saving club 
and volunteer fire brigade.

Community vision for The Briars
The community and Council have 
come together to create The Briars 
Master Plan – a vision for this much-
loved community conservation park.

This vision aims to protect, conserve 
and enhance the natural, cultural and 
heritage beauty of the site for future 
generations to enjoy, while adding 
some experiences which many in our 
community asked for, including:

• Expansion of the Wildlife Sanctuary 
and additional walking trails

• Accessible walkways

• Re-introduction of locally 
endangered and extinct wildlife

• A new children’s nature 
play garden

• Improved programs, 
experiences, events.

Council has listened closely 
to community feedback and 
ensures Angus and Rose 
and the vineyard will remain 
in their current location.

Any additional built infrastructure 
will also be kept to a minimum.

Need for Feed
The Briars is giving drought and 
bushfire-affected farmers a helping 
hand. The conservation park has 
donated 950 bales of hay produced 
on site to the Need for Feed disaster 
relief program. Need for Feed provides 
fodder to farmers affected by drought, 
fire and flood emergencies.

Players ready?
Tennis players at Mount Eliza Tennis 
Club can look forward to smashing 
upgrades to the courts, including 
new surfaces, Tennis Victoria 
standard court sizes, new lighting 
and improved drainage. Detailed 
design is underway.

Mornington 
Community House 
expansion
Construction of the $4.5 million 
expansion of the Mornington 
Community House on Wilsons Road 
has begun with excavation works 
almost complete and the foundations 
underway. Exciting times as we look 
forward to this important community 
facility growing bigger and better.

John Butler Reserve
Design works for a new toilet block and 
playground at John Butler Reserve in 
Mount Eliza Village are on the move 
now that Council has received approval 
from Heritage Victoria to replace the 
existing facilities. Construction is due to 
begin in August.

MMAD swim
The annual Mount Martha Australia Day 
Swim attracted swimmers from near 
and far to compete in a gruelling 5km 
open water swim. For those not quite 
up to that, there was also a 1.2km, 
400m and 200m nippers swim. The 
winning time for the big one was one 
hour 6 minutes and 53 seconds!
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Thanks to those who 
attended my February 
meeting in Hastings – it’s 
a great opportunity to hear 
your concerns. Residents 
are always welcome to 
contact me anytime about 
any local issues.

Living on the Peninsula 
we are so lucky to 
have so many great 

facilities and places to visit.

Devilbend Reservoir is one of my favorites and visitors 
are able to walk the trails, go fishing from the platform or 
kayak/canoe there. It’s a peaceful place, which has been 
recognised as of international significance for the birds 
that live there.

Hastings streetscape is looking fantastic with the next 
section due to be completed this year.

Our safer speeds trial has been well received by the 
public concerned about our road toll. Safety speed 
humps around Hastings have also helped to slow traffic 
for pedestrian safety. Council will continue to lobby for 
speed reduction and a safe pedestrian crossing in High 
Street near the Western Port Secondary College.

The Environmental Effects Statement for the AGL 
Crib Point project is due out April/May and Council 
will prepare a response to this report. The renovation 
of the Senior Citizens Centre in Hastings is well 
underway and expected to be open for use in June.

 0437 134 168    kate.roper@mornpen.vic.gov.au

Deputy Mayor 
Cr Kate Roper

Cerberus

Hastings boat ramp
Great news for local boating and 
fishing enthusiasts who can look 
forward to a revamped Hastings 
Boat Ramp this year.

The Shire, through funding from 
Better Boating Victoria, will be 
upgrading the ramp to ensure it can 
be used during all tides, improving 
safety during launching and retrieval.

Council has also hosted a drop-in 
session for the boating and fishing 
community to find out more about the 
project. Construction is scheduled for 
June to October. For more information: 

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/
hastingsboatramp

In the works

Kindred spirit
A new Kindred Clubhouse has opened in Hastings, 
providing a safe and welcoming place for people with mental 
illness. The program aims to create a strong, supportive 
community and lasting friendships, while providing access 
to employment and educational opportunities. It is a free 
program and is open to anyone with a lived experience of 
mental illness. Turn up and you’ll find a very warm welcome!

Kindred Clubhouse, 29 Marine Parade, Hastings 
Wednesday – Friday  9am – 5pm 
Saturday  10am – 2pm

 5904 6125    0413 483 310    
 kindredclubhouse.org.au

Western Port Craft Expo
Saturday 18 April, 10am – 4pm  
The Western Port Craft Expo is on again! Come down to 
the Hastings Community Hub to see the best craftwork on 
the Peninsula. Browse the stalls, join in on workshops or 
demonstrations, hear talks by craft experts and enjoy free 
craft activities for the kids. All proceeds raised go to the 
restoration and maintenance of the historic small brick 
chapel in the Hastings Uniting Church grounds.
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Crib Point season opener 
The Crib Point Recreation Reserve 
oval has been given a major facelift 
with reshaping of the playing surface 
and upgrade of the drainage and 
irrigation systems.

Crib Point school footpath 
Council is investigating the construction 
of a footpath along Martin Street and 
connecting to Colin Parade in Crib Point 
in order to give residents and school 
children a safe and accessible path. 
The path will be designed to minimise 
the impact to existing vegetation.

Seniors’ Learning Hub 
Works on the new Hastings Seniors’ 
Learning Hub are full steam ahead with 
the extension now complete, the new 
roof installed and joinery in progress. 
Members from the Senior Citizen’s 
Club and U3A got a sneak peak of the 
construction earlier in the year and are 
looking forward to moving in.

Stay and play 
A new playground with barbecue picnic 
area and shelter is open for play at the 
Barcoo Street Reserve in Hastings.

High Street works 
Streetscape works to High Street, 
Hastings, are back on the move 
with the next stage between Queen 
and Victoria Streets soon underway. 
The remaining three laneways due 
for renewal are in the preliminary 
design stage as we consult with the 
community. The second new car park 
in King Street is also almost complete, 
adding another 22 car parks to the 
precinct on top of 40 additional spaces 
previously completed across the road.

Irish eyes
A new mural 
in memory of 
Dermot O’Toole 
now graces the 
walls of O’Toole 
Walk in Hastings.
The mural has 
been designed 
to pay respect to 
the memory of 
Dermot O’Toole 
and the family, 
with elements 
of their Irish 
heritage and 
their connections 
and contribution 
to the Hastings 
community.

Cr Kate Roper with Bridget O’Toole and artist Justine Wallace

Catch of the day
Hundreds of keen amateur fishers 
have turned out for the 31st Annual 
Whiting Challenge on Western Port Bay. 
One of the biggest fishing competitions 
open to the public in Victoria, 
the day 
held 
plenty of 
excitement 
as anglers 
vied for 
prizes and 
boasting 
rights back 
at dock.

A wonderful bird 
is the pelican! His 
beak can hold more 
than his belly can
The pelican sculpture installed 
just before Christmas in the 
roundabout at High and Queen 
Streets is being enjoyed by 
locals thanks to the Western 
Port Chamber of Commerce and 
designer Ravi Sommerhalder of 
Rostring Studios.

Autumn 2020   PENINSULA WIDE  13



Sorrento Museum storeroom
A $117,000 extension to the Sorrento Museum is being 
designed to allow for much-needed additional storage 
space. The project team will be meeting with stakeholders 
to make sure the design meets everyone’s needs. An 
Aboriginal Cultural Heritage investigation has also been 
undertaken on site, with no artefacts found.

New coastal biofiltration basin
A coastal biofiltration basin in the foreshore dunes at 
the end of Elgan Avenue in Rye will update the existing 
stormwater outlet. The Shire is consulting with key 
stakeholders and has taken into consideration water 
quality modelling, hydraulic analysis and maintenance 
concerns. The planting of indigenous local species in 
the basin will improve treatment and minimise sand 
movement. A boardwalk will also be installed to  
facilitate access to the beach and along the Bay Trail. 
Project cost is $350,000.

In the works

Crs Hugh Fraser and Bryan Payne

Nepean

The delivery of the Rye Township Masterplan will be 
completed at least three years earlier than expected 
thanks to securing $3.25 million in funding from the 
state government’s Growing Suburbs Fund, matched 
by $3.25 million from the Shire. The Rye foreshore will 
be completely transformed – capitalising on the area’s 
natural beauty and connecting the pier, foreshore, 
shops and plaza to create a superb precinct for our 
residents and visitors. It will create a strong new north/
south pier/Napier Street township axis and landscaped 
precinct.

We are extremely pleased to see stage one of the 
development begin on Napier Street later this year. 
The community, Council and stakeholders have been 
collaborating on this project for a long time and it is truly 
exciting to see it getting underway. We can all now look 
forward to enjoying a revitalised plaza that showcases 
our local businesses and attracts people to the area.

 0428 258 354  hugh.fraser@mornpen.vic.gov.au 
 0437 193 039  bryan.payne@mornpen.vic.gov.au

Park smart in Rye
Tired of driving around in circles looking for a car park? 
Download the free Smart Parking Availability App and 
be part of the solution with the Rye Smart Parking trial.

Designed to make parking easier and more convenient, 
the Rye Smart Parking trial is testing the performance of 
in-ground and camera car parking bay sensors, mobile 
electronic signs and a smart parking app. Electronic signs 
now display how many parking spaces are available in the 
Rye foreshore and commercial precinct and direct you to 
these vacant spaces.

The results of the trial will be evaluated with the potential 
of permanently using the smart parking technology in Rye, 
as well as extending it to other high-demand areas of the 
Peninsula. Data is collected on parking events and does 
not identify individuals.

The technology can also be used to tell Council when 
waste bins must be emptied and toilets need cleaning.

To learn more about how the trial works, what carparks 
and streets are included and how you can download the 
Smart Parking Availability App please visit: 

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/smartparking
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New place to be in Blairgowrie
A new green space at the Blairgowrie shops for people to meet, sit down for a chat 
or relax for a picnic has been given the go-ahead. The new community space has 
been designed in collaboration with the local community and stakeholder groups 
and ties in with the shopping, foreshore and recreation precincts.

The intersection at St Johns Wood Road next to the shops is also being upgraded 
with new pedestrian crossings, footpath extensions and bus stop upgrades. 
Planning and approvals are in train with works expected to be finished this winter.

Rye Township Plan
Exciting news for Nepean ward – the 
Rye Township Plan has been given a 
huge boost with $3.25 million in grant 
funding from the state government’s 
Growing Suburbs Fund. 

The plan has a total project cost of $6.5 
million with Council contributing the 
other $3.25 million.

The grant will go towards Stage One 
works which involve upgrades to:

Napier Street Plaza 
Transforming the Plaza into Rye’s 
main pedestrian promenade, suitable 
for events and markets. One end of 
the Plaza will become a shared zone, 
prioritising pedestrians while wide 

enough to accommodate through  
traffic on Campbell Lane.

Foreshore Park 
Replacing the eastern carpark next to 
the Rye pier with public open space 
and redesigned car parking.

Camping reconfiguration 
Enhancing the camping area to provide 
additional public open space on the 
foreshore directly opposite the main 
commercial centre.

Foreshore Promenade 
Linking the northern end of Napier 
Street to the Rye pier. This includes 
a wide deck extending the pier onto 
the land, plus a raised signalised 

pedestrian crossing at Point Nepean 
Road to create a safe crossing for 
pedestrians to Napier Street Plaza. 

Works on Napier Street will hopefully 
begin this year while construction  
on the foreshore is anticipated  
for 2021 onwards.

New Moonah 
Woodland reserve
Mayor Cr Sam Hearn, Nepean MP 
Chris Brayne, Crs Bryan Payne 
and Hugh Fraser and Shire officers 
met with members of the Nepean 
Conservation Group Inez Dussuyer, 
Rhonda Day and Dennis Toth to 
celebrate the Shire’s purchase 
of four hectares of endangered 
Coastal Moonah Woodland in Rye.

Sorrento Rotary Art Show
The 36th annual Sorrento Art 
Show was another fabulous event, 
featuring oils, watercolours, acrylics 
and ink on paper form. The show is 
a great opportunity for local artists 
and those new to art to exhibit their 
work, while bringing together the 
community to enjoy the exhibition.

To learn more about the Rye Township Masterplan visit:  mornpen.vic.gov.au/ryetownshipplan
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In is extremely pleasing to see some 
25 capital works projects budgeted 
and on the go in Red Hill ward.

While this ward has a low 
population base, it covers 50 
per cent of the Peninsula.

These projects are the culmination 
of ongoing work by Council, 
community and stakeholders 
to provide the infrastructure 
and facilities that we need.

Flinders Civic Hall
Preliminary design is budgeted and 
community consultation ongoing.

Public toilets and amenities
• Boneo Reserve cricket pavilion 

new public toilet, delivery mid-year
• Mechanics Hall new public toilet, 

works due to begin
• Flinders Park new accessible 

public toilet, design stage
• Merricks Station Ground 

renovation of the toilet block, 
design finished

Change rooms
• Red Hill Reserve temporary 

portable change rooms for netball, 
planning for permanent facility

• Main Ridge Reserve temporary 
portable change rooms, 
planning for permanent facility

Drainage
• Boneo Recreation Reserve 

car park drainage upgrade, 
design finished

• Flinders catchment 
flood mitigation works complete

Traffic and transport, 
pathways
• Camp Hill Road, Somers 

footpath design and delivery
• Arthurs Seat Road at Red Hill 

Reserve pedestrian refuge, 
concept finalised

• Somers Wayfinding 
design finalised

In the works

Red Hill

Cr David Gill

It is always pleasing to 
receive your feedback on 
the issues that matter to 
us in Red Hill ward.

A new road safety 
strategy is being drafted 
following an extensive 
community consultation 
process. Much depends 
on VicRoads and the state 
government to help 

bring down the worst road toll in Victoria.

Council is investigating our koala population decline 
after hearing about your concerns. Village structure 
master plans and local traffic improvements have 
been adopted and a heritage review of the Western 
Port and hinterland area planned. There have been 
many reports about ageing, hazardous pine trees 
affecting road users, it is time to take action.

Thank you to our Lions clubs and others 
who are saving lives by fundraising and 
distributing defibrillators available at all 
hours to accessible locations.

The recent bushfires remind us all of our special 
CFA volunteers and the fundraising efforts made 
to help those tragically affected. There is more 
happening and much more to do in Red Hill ward. 
I welcome and thank you for your input and views 
that help to ensure we safeguard our Green Wedge 
and our villages.

 0437 129 016    david.gill@mornpen.vic.gov.au

Balnarring to the Bay Biolink
The Balnarring to the Bay Biolink, started by the Merricks 
Coolart Catchment Landcare Group, seeks to restore habitat 
connectivity across private and public land in Balnarring 
and Balnarring Beach. It will assist with and encourage 
the movement of koalas and other native fauna such as 
echidnas, wallabies and sugar-gliders and is an opportunity 
to increase biodiversity in the area.
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Arts and Culture Plan
Thank you to all the Red Hill ward 
residents who have contributed to 
the consultation process for Council’s 
new Arts and Culture Plan.

Nearly 1,000 people contributed 
feedback and many exciting ideas 
have been included to bring to life 
the vision of a vibrant arts community 
and diversity of participation in all 
aspects of arts and culture on the 
Peninsula. As chair of the Shire’s 
Arts and Culture Advisory Committee, 
Cr David Gill commends the 
committee’s recommendations 
for the new Arts and Culture plan.

Red Hill Show
The 92nd Red Hill Show attracted a 
record 12,000 visitors to experience 
the best of a true agricultural show 
including fine produce, live music, 
horse and cattle judging, working dog 
demonstrations, woodchopping, 
sheep shearing and so much more!

Sport and recreation
• Balnarring Recreation Reserve 

oval rehabilitation works, 
design stage

• Red Hill Recreation Reserve 
upgrade of the public tennis 
courts, design finished

• Shoreham Common 
Landscaping and beautification

• Boneo Tennis Club 
resurfacing of the four 
tennis courts, complete

• Pine Grove Reserve, Shoreham 
playground, complete

• Robertson Park, Balnarring 
playground, design stage

World Wetlands Day at Boneo Park
Congratulations to the volunteers, Biosphere Foundation and host Rob McNaught for their running of the World 
Wetlands Day celebrations at Boneo Park. It was a great day especially for those wanting to see some of our 
migrating water birds at Tootgarook Wetlands. Around 200 hectares of the Tootgarook Wetland are within Boneo 
Park and protected by a conservation covenant.

Buddy Bench Balnarring Primary School has a new buddy bench 
made and installed by the New Peninsula Men’s Shed.
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Our aquatic centre!
Construction is going swimmingly on 
our new aquatic centre in Rosebud. 
The 50-metre pool concrete floor and 
walls have been poured, basement 
plant room roof formed and first floor 
gymnasium floor slab completed.

Check out our fantastic time-lapse 
video of the construction site to see 
how far we have come or sign up 
for our newsletter to receive regular 
updates on the project.

Council is expecting the project to be 
completed by the end of this year. 

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/ouraquatic

In the works

Seawinds

Cr Simon Brooks

It is fantastic to see more than 500 community members have given their feedback on our draft 
Climate Emergency Plan. This plan sets out clear targets and how we are going to achieve them 
on our journey towards net zero emissions. These actions will be embedded into all Council 
operations. However this is a community effort where everyone has a part to play. We are also 
preparing for the unavoidable impacts of climate change such as harsher fire weather, reduced 
rainfall and increased temperatures. I look forward to releasing our updated draft for public 
exhibition in May/June.

 0437 174 486    simon.brooks@mornpen.vic.gov.au

Cr Antonella Celi

With the construction of our new aquatic centre in Rosebud, the Woodworkers of the Southern 
Peninsula (WoSP) and the Southern Peninsula Amateur Radio Club (SPARC) have relocated and 
officially opened their brand-new facilities at Vern Wright Reserve in Capel Sound. This has been a 
long-awaited move and we welcome the clubs at the reserve where the community comes together 
to enjoy many social and recreational activities.

 0408 974 143    antonella.celi@mornpen.vic.gov.au

Cr Frank Martin

Thank you to everyone who made a submission regarding the preferred site for the Southern 
Peninsula Youth Hub. We need a location where young people want to be; that is welcoming and 
accessible and close to other support services and spaces. Changes are also on the way around 
the site of our new aquatic centre. In order to provide safe access once the centre is open, traffic 
upgrades will be made to the intersection at Boneo Road and Besgrove Street, including new traffic 
signals and a right turn ban from Boneo Road into Allambi Street. Look out for these changes in 
late 2020. For further information visit:  mornpen.vic.gov.au/ouraquatic

 0437 153 578    frank.martin@mornpen.vic.gov.au
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Our home is girt by sea
A huge thank you to everyone involved in the Australia Day 
celebrations at Rosebud and Dromana. The volunteer-led Aus 
Day Fun Run started off the day at a cracking pace, while live 
music, family entertainment and official proceedings with our 
Australia Day ambassadors ensured a great day was had 
by all. Special thanks to the Rotary Club of Dromana for their 
bushfire appeal, Lions Club, the 1st Dromana Sea Scouts, our 
local SES and emergency services for their support.

Hillview Community Reserve 
A new playground under design 
at the reserve will feature a junior 
play area with equipment such as 
a slide, climbing timber logs, talk 
tubes and spinners; and a senior 
play area including challenging 
climbing and ninja type activity 
and informal ‘hangout’ areas with 
large boulder seating.

Truemans Road netball courts 
The netball courts at Truemans Road 
have been upgraded and are ready for 
the start of the netball season. Works 
included new pavement, surfacing, 
footpaths, shelters and fencing.

Once the lighting upgrades are done 
players will be able to train during the 
evening too.

Rosebud pop-up 
Next time you visit Rosebud you may 
be in for a pleasant surprise! The 
Shire and the Rosebud Chamber of 
Commerce are working on a pop-up 
public park at the Rosebud shopping 
strip. Like an outdoor plaza with 
plenty of green and places to meet 
and socialise, the pop-up will create a 
vibrant space for people to enjoy while 
showcasing the businesses in the area.

New sand between 
the toes at Rosebud
Coastal processes have caused significant erosion and 
loss of beach along the Rosebud foreshore, making some 
parts of the beach unpassable at high tide. Waves were 
undermining beach boxes and overlapping foreshore 
vegetation and the Bay Trail boardwalk. As part of a beach 
renourishment program, the Department of Environment, 
Land, Water and Planning has pumped in new sand over 
summer to provide a wide, more accessible beach for 
community use.

Dromana community market 
If you enjoy a good market, the Rotary 
Club of Dromana has set up a local 
produce and arts and craft market on 
the fourth Saturday each month. Come 
on down to the Dromana Recreation 
Reserve on Point Nepean Road (next to 
the visitor information centre) to browse 
the stalls, enjoy some gourmet food, 
shop for fresh produce or pick up a gift.
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Watson

New funding for Somerville 
Active Recreation Hub
The Somerville Active Recreation Hub 
project has been given a huge boost 
with a grant of $742,500 from the state 
government’s Growing Suburbs Fund. 
Located at Fruit Growers Reserve 
(Edward Street side), the hub will 
feature a designated area of BMX, 
scooter, bike and skate components 
and a variety of other recreational 
features such as a multi-use court 
space, four square, parkour equipment 
and mini trampolines. Together with 
the sport fields and the recently 
constructed Somerville Recreation 
Centre, the Somerville Active Recreation 
Hub will transform this area into an 
active precinct.

In the works

I’d like to thank Western 
Port Basketball Association 
and its volunteers who 
ran The Two Bays Cup 
and the community who 
helped raise more than 
$3,500 for bushfire relief. 
All the proceeds were split 
between Wildlife Victoria, 
the CFA and the 
Bushfire Appeal.

Hosted at the Somerville Recreation Centre, this 
year’s Two Bays Cup was the most successful of its 
12-year history. It’s fabulous to see everyone come 
together to support and cheer on our teams, as well 
as digging deep to donate to organisations that 
serve the community.

The day was an extravaganza for basketball fans 
with tough-fought matches by our youth, men’s 
and women’s teams. After the long rivalry between 
Western Port and Mornington, a big congratulations 
to the Steelers who retained the Two Bays trophy.

 0437 156 531    julie.morris@mornpen.vic.gov.au

Cr Julie Morris

Somerville family day out
The Somerville Family Day is a fine example of the strength of 
community spirit in Watson ward. The day was jam-packed 
with free activities and entertainment for the whole family. The 
tireless efforts of volunteers and the generosity of sponsors 
and suppliers ensured it was a wonderful event for our 
community. All proceeds from the day are donated to local 
causes, groups and critical services.

Come take a walk at Sages Cottage Farm in Baxter and 
discover the heritage, Harvest cafe, animals, lake, 
bushland and gardens.  sagescottage.com.au
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Unlock your potential at 
Somerville Community House 
Check out the huge range of programs 
for all ages at the Somerville Community 
House. They cover lifelong skills, health 
and wellbeing, arts and craft, languages 
and school holiday workshops to name 
a few. There’s facilities and rooms for 
hire plus a beautiful community garden. 
Pop in at Blacks Camp Road or call: 

 5977 8330

Somerville Recreation Centre 
Visitation to the $9 million Somerville 
Recreation Centre is booming as 
the community has embraced the 
new sport and recreation facility. 
Due to the increased use of the 
centre, new pedestrian and traffic 
controlling measures are needed 
to improve safety. The project will 
include a footpath, pedestrian 
crossing, lighting and kerb and 
line marking, with works getting 
underway in May.

Barber Reserve playground 
Planning and design are underway 
for an exciting upgrade to the 
Barber Reserve playground. New 
works will include elements for 
strength and agility development, 
fun nature play items such as 
boulders and logs, planting of 
shade trees and a garden bed, 
picnic tables and bench seating.

Tyabb 
Airshow
Held every two years, 
the Tyabb Airshow took 
off again this year in 
support of local charities 
and community groups. 
Run by the Peninsula 
Aero Club, it was an 
action-packed event 
featuring high-energy 
displays by aerobatics 
champions, warbirds and 
antique aeroplanes. A 
mouth-watering display of 
unique aircraft attracted 
enthusiasts from near 
and far, including an 
extremely rare Curtiss 
P-40F (pictured) owned 
by a local aviator.

Tyabb kindergarten upgrade 
Great news for young families in 
Watson ward with Tyabb Kindergarten 
set for an upgrade thanks to $727,075 
in funding from the state government’s 
Growing Suburbs Fund. Plans include 
a second playroom, upgrading 
the existing preschool room and 
improving the playground to ensure the 
kindergarten is more inclusive for all.

Pier to Pier for the police force 
A courageous swim by Cr Julie Morris 
and her colleague Daniel Burton 
has raised $5,400 for mental health 
support for police via the Blue Ribbon 
Foundation. Both serving police officers 
and keen swimmers, the pair swam 
11.5km between Mornington and 
Frankston in 3 hours and 42 minutes.

Tyabb Central Recreation Reserve 
Renovations to the Tyabb Central 
Recreation Reserve pavilion are finished 
with the clubhouse back in business 
for the start of the soccer season. The 
pavilion now has unisex changerooms 
and amenities, a disabled toilet and 
compliant disabled access.
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We’re working on 
Better Buses
Thank you to everyone who gave us 
their thoughts on a cross-Peninsula bus 
service and an on-demand bus service 
for the Mornington Peninsula. We will 
be communicating your feedback 
to the state government to help us 
advocate for more bus services on the 
Mornington Peninsula.

RideSafe on the Peninsula
Over the past decade the Shire has 
invested $1.6 million into new cycling 
infrastructure and facilities. With that 
in place, it’s now time to develop new 
ways to increase cycling participation 
on the Peninsula.

A new RideSafe strategy will cover 
how to improve safety and reduce the 
risk of cycling on our network; how to 
connect the network better and make 
it a more enjoyable experience; and 
education and advocacy for cycling 
tourism on the Peninsula.

Three good reasons 
to get on your bike:

• Health Riding to work, school 
or taking your bike on short 
neighbourhood trips is a 
convenient and practical way 
to get your recommended 30 
minutes of exercise a day.

• Community Cycling enables 
social interaction and allows 
for a connected community.

• Environment Cycling is a 
pollution-free mode of transport.

Looking for a sign? 
Council is calling on residents to 
help us improve road signage on 
the Mornington Peninsula. If you see 
confusing, faulty or damaged road 
signs we encourage you to let us 
know. We’ll review your feedback 
and take action where appropriate.

You can report it fast with the Snap 
Send Solve app from your phone. 
It’s a quick and easy way to report 
an issue while you’re on the go 
without the need for a phone call 
or email. Just snap a photo of 
the problem and the issue is sent 
directly to us.

Our Bay Trail missing links 
Briars ward Councillors Rosie Clark and Bev Colomb and 
Mayor Sam Hearn plus members of the Community SafeLink 
group met with local members of Parliament Mr David Morris 
MP and Ms Peta Murphy MP and a representative from the 
Hon Greg Hunt’s office recently to keep up our advocacy 
efforts for our Bay Trail Missing Links project. One of the top 
priorities is the Mornington to Moorooduc section, which 
will connect Mornington to the Peninsula Link Trail along the 
Mornington Tourist Railway.

Our Bay Trail network is one of the most scenic regional trails 
for walking and cycling in Victoria, linking our foreshore to 
the hinterland and townships. A fully connected trail would 
encourage more people to use the network, creating a 
healthier, happier community.
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our advocacy

Your questions answered:

Which roads is the trial running on?
The trial is running on 38 Shire-managed, high-risk sealed 
rural roads. To view the roads that are part of the trial visit: 

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/saferspeeds

Have the speed limits changed on highways?
The trial is only for Shire-managed, high-risk sealed 
rural roads and does not affect any Peninsula arterial 
roads such as Peninsula Link, Moorooduc Highway and 
Westernport Highway.

What is the new speed limit?
The speed limits have dropped from 100 km/h 
or 90 km/h to 80 km/h.

Why are we doing the trial?
Over the past five years there have been 165 casualty 
crashes on our rural sealed roads. In 2019 alone there 
were 14 deaths and more than 100 serious injuries on the 
Mornington Peninsula. Seven of these deaths were on these 
high-risk sealed rural roads. The Shire is a Towards Zero 
municipality and is committed to reducing road trauma.

By travelling 10km/h slower you reduce the risk of being 
seriously injured or killed in a crash by about 20 and 30 per 
cent respectively. Research shows that reducing the speed 
limit will reduce the frequency and severity of crashes and 
ultimately contribute to saving lives.

What will be the impact on travel time?
The impact on travel times is minimal. The longest stretch 
of road in the trial is Browns Road (12km), where the new 
speed limit of 80km/h adds less than a minute to a journey 
(according to field tests).

The majority of the roads under the trial are less than a 
quarter of the length of Browns Road, therefore the impact on 
travel times along these roads is insignificant.

Safer Speeds trial has now 
commenced across the 
Mornington Peninsula
In response to community and Council 
concern regarding the spike in road trauma 
on the Mornington Peninsula, the Shire has 
commenced a two-year trial of 80 km/h speed 
limits. Council has worked with the Transport 
Accident Commission, the Monash University 
Accident Research Centre, Police and other 
emergency services to implement this trial.
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What’s on For an up-to-date list of all events 
 mornpen.vic.gov.au/events

April
5 April

Easter Egg Hunt 
Hastings foreshore

10 April
Uncle Bob’s Club 
Annual Barrow Push 
Point Nepean Road from 
Sorrento to Safety Beach
Blairgowrie Yacht Squadron 
Easter Art Show 
Blairgowrie Yacht Squadron

11 April
Eggamazing Easter Carnival 
Mornington Netball and Football Club

11-12 April
Peninsula Busking Festival 
and Food Truck Carnival 
The Briars
Dromana Potters Exhibition 
Dromana Community Hall

12 April
Flinders Cricket Club Market 
B.A Cairns Reserve
Flinders Motoring Heritage 2020 
Flinders Civic Hall

22 April
Austin Healey National 
Rally Display Day 
Mornington Park

ANZAC Day
25 April

Balnarring 
Service: ANZAC Park
Crib Point 
March start: Crib Point RSL 
Service: Cenotaph at Tingira Place
Dromana 
Dawn service: The Peninsula Club 
March start: O’Donoghue Street 
Service: Dromana Cenotaph
Flinders 
Service: Flinders Hall 
Wreath laying: War Memorial
Hastings 
Dawn service: Hastings foreshore 
March start: Hastings RSL 
Service: Hastings foreshore
Mornington 
Dawn service: Memorial Park 
March start: corner Main Street  
and Queen Street 
Service: Memorial Park
Mt Eliza 
Service: Remembrance Garden,  
Mount Eliza Community Centre
Red Hill 
Service: Red Hill Community Park
Rosebud  
Dawn service: Rosebud RSL memorial 
March start: Corner Point Nepean 
Road and Ninth Avenue 
Service: Rosebud Cenotaph
Rye 
Dawn service: Memorial Wall Rye RSL 
March start: Rye pier 
Service: Rye RSL
Somerville 
Dawn service: Fruit Growers Reserve
Sorrento 
Dawn service: Sorrento foreshore 
March start: Ocean Beach Road 
Service: Sorrento foreshore
Tyabb  
Dawn service: Tyabb Central 
Recreation Reserve
For full details of all ANZAC Day 
events across the Peninsula visit 

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/anzacday

May
1-3 May

Art Red Hill 
Red Hill Consolidated School

10 May
Flinders Mother’s Day Classic Walk 
Flinders foreshore and 
Flinders Yacht Club
Balnarring-Somers 
Mother’s Day Classic 
Coolart Homestead and 
Wetlands, Somers

17 May
RSPCA Million Paws Walk 
Hastings foreshore

19-28 May
Mornington Peninsula 
Choral Festival 
Peninsula Community Theatre

22 May
Melbourne Coastrek 
Cape Schanck to Point Nepean

25 May
Mornington Peninsula Shire 
Volunteer Expo 
Mornington Council Chambers, 
2 Queen Street

June
5-8 June

53rd Flinders Art Show 
Flinders Civic Hall

6 June
Winter Wine Fest 
Red Hill Recreation Reserve

6-8 June
Mornington Winter Music Festival 
Main Street, Mornington

In the event of a Code Red Day 
all events will be cancelled.




