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2.6 Public Question Time 
 

The aim of public question time is to provide an opportunity for the public to ask general 
questions at Council Meetings requiring routine responses.  Questions are received without 
notice and are responded to without research or reference to Council records. 
 
Questions must be in writing, with the person submitting the question to be in the public 
gallery at the time.   
 
Questions which contain material that relates to specific people or properties will be 
summarised at the discretion of Council. 
 
Responses to public questions answered at the meeting, will be general in nature, provided 
in good faith and should not exceed two minutes.  These responses will be summarised in 
the minutes of the meeting. 
 
Questions requiring research or a detailed reply will be provided a written response as soon 
as possible following the meeting from the nominated officer.  These written responses will 
be collated for each meeting and available via the Shire’s website. 
 
This segment does not substitute for appeal or other formal business procedures with the 
Council. 

 
Written Responses 

 

Telecommunications Towers 
 
Ms Jane Hellier, a resident of Somerville asked the following question: 
 
As outlined in the Telecommunications Act 1997 new mobile telecommunications towers are 
not low impact facilities. They are high impact. Why is there such minimal community 
consultation for what is regarded by the Telecommunications Act 1997 as a high impact 
proposal? Why isn’t the Mornington Peninsula Shire taking a greater leadership role in 
planning the location of mobile towers with community with an emphasis on protecting 
residential and environmental significance areas? 

A subsequent written response to the above question was provided by David Simon, 
Manager Development Services, as follows: 
 
The threshold between a Low Impact Telecommunication Facility and a High Impact 
Telecommunication Facility is that a Low Impact Facility does not need to go through a 
planning permit application process as they are specifically exempt from planning permission 
by Clause 52.19 if the planning scheme. A High Impact Facility does not meet the 
exemptions from the planning process and as such requires a planning permit. The planning 
application process for assessing any high impact facility in Victoria and the community 
consultation process is done in accordance with the requirements of the Planning and 
Environment Act 1987. Local government does not have control over the planning of 
proposed locations for telecommunication facilities and must consider applications made to it 
by permit applicants. In considering an application Council does give consideration to areas 
of environmental significance as required by the Planning Scheme. 
 

Telecommunications Towers 
 
Ms Karyn Murray, a resident of Somerville asked the following question: 
 
Are Council members aware that no-one in the scientific field is prepared to say definitively 
that mobile towers and electromagnetic fields are safe? How does this impact the Shire’s 
planning for current and future mobile towers? If the Mornington Peninsula Shire is unable to 
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provide residents with a clad tight guarantee that in the long term our health won’t be 
impacted, then mobile towers should not be located in residential areas. In this context, can 
members of the Council please respond as to how current planning applications for mobile 
towers within 15 metres of a resident’s front gate will be managed by the Mornington 
Peninsula Shire? 
 
A subsequent written response to the above question was provided by David Simon, 
Manager Development Services, as follows: 
 
Council does not plan for current and future mobile towers as it is not a telecommunications 
service provider. Council must assess any applications made to it by a planning permit 
applicant.  
 
One of the criteria for considering Telecommunication Facilities (if a planning permit is 
required) is ensuring that it complies with the principles for the design, siting, construction 
and operation of a Telecommunications facility set out in A Code of Practice for 
Telecommunications Facilities in Victoria, July 2004. This Code of Practice includes a 
requirement that the facility be designed and installed so that the maximum human exposure 
levels to radio frequency emissions comply with Radiation Protection Standard – Maximum 
Exposure Levels to Radiofrequency Fields – 3kHz to 300 GHz, ARPANSA, May 2002. These 
are considered as part of the potential impact of a proposal on adjacent land. 
 
Telecommunications Towers 
 
Ms Karyn Murray, a resident of Somerville asked the following question: 
 
In relation to the proposed mobile tower at the Bayport site in Somerville, why is the 
Mornington Peninsula Shire considering destroying land specifically designed as green 
wedge and environmentally significant, rather than retaining this land for future generations? 
Why is the Mornington Peninsula Shire allowing those who will benefit financially to dictate 
the location of mobile towers rather than through good public policy of co-designing the 
solutions with the community? 
 
A subsequent written response to the above question was provided by David Simon, 
Manager Development Services, as follows: 
 
As stated above, Council is not a telecommunications service provider, nor the applicant for 
this planning permit. Council is required to process and assess the current planning 
application for a Telecommunication Facility in Somerville in accordance with the Planning 
and Environment Act 1987. Matters that Council will be giving consideration to include the 
purpose of the Green Wedge Zone and the environmental significance of the area. Council 
does not consider the potential financial benefits of any party in determining a planning 
permit application, as it is not a relevant consideration. As such, this does not dictate the 
location of mobile towers. 


