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WARDS AND COUNCILLORS 

Briars Cr Steve Holland 
Cr Anthony Marsh 
Cr Despi O’Connor 
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SENIOR LEADERSHIP TEAM 

Mr John Baker 
Ms Pauline Gordon 
Mr Mark Brady 
Mr Mike McIntosh 

Chief Executive Officer 
Director – Community Strengthening 
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RECORDING 

Please note that this Council Meeting was livestreamed to the Mornington Peninsula 
Shire’s YouTube channel and a recording of the meeting will be available on the 
Shire’s website. 
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1 OPENING AND WELCOME 

Meeting opened at 3.02pm 
 

Appointed Chairperson – Mayor, Cr Despi O'Connor 

 
 

1.1 Acknowledgement of Country 

(Read by Cr Celi) 

Mornington Peninsula Shire acknowledges and pays respect to the elders, families and 
ancestors of the Bunurong/BoonWurrung people, who have been the custodians of this land 
for many thousands of years. We acknowledge that the land on which we meet is the place 
of age-old ceremonies, celebrations, initiation and renewal; and that the Bunurong/ 
BoonWurrung peoples’ living culture continues to have a unique role in the life of this region. 
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2 PROCEDURAL MATTERS 

Present  

Mayor, Cr Despi O'Connor (Chairperson) 
Cr Susan Bissinger 
Cr Antonella Celi 
Cr Lisa Dixon 
Cr David Gill 
Cr Steve Holland 
Cr Debra Mar 
Cr Anthony Marsh 
Cr Kerri McCafferty 
Deputy Mayor, Cr Sarah Race 
 
Mr John Baker, Chief Executive Officer (left the meeting at 3.27pm) 

 

2.1 Apologies  

Cr Paul Mercurio 
 
 

2.2 Disclosure of Conflicts of Interest Pursuant to Sections 126 – 131 of the Local 
Government Act 2020 

Nil. 
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3 AGENDA ITEM 

3.1 Endangered Eastern Grey Kangaroos 

Prepared By Cr David Gill 

Document ID A10717046 

Attachment(s) Nil 

PURPOSE 

The purpose of this item is to discuss the protection of endangered Eastern Grey Kangaroos 
recently trapped in private property, at Cape Schanck. 

BACKGROUND AND DISCUSSION 

The Department of Environment, Land, Water and Planning’s (DELWP’s) guidelines state: 

You may apply for an Authority to Control Wildlife (ATCW) permit to scare, disperse, trap or 
destroy wildlife if it is: 

• damaging buildings, pasture, crops or other property

• posing a risk to human health and safety, or

• impacting on biodiversity.

There is no evidence of any of the above occurring and there is urgent concern that a 
significant cull will occur under an existing ATCW permit in the very near future.     
ATCW permits to kill kangaroos on this property have been issued to the landholder and it is 
now questionable whether DELWP have complied with their own application requirements. 

DELWPs guidelines state: 

An ATCW for lethal control will only be issued if the DELWP officer is satisfied that it is 
necessary to manage the problem and that all practical non-lethal control options have been 
trialled. 

The Landholder has in place very effective exclusion fencing (non-lethal controls), allowing 
the kangaroos to leave means that there is no further problems at this property. Therefore 
any ATCW permits issued to kill kangaroos on this property do not follow DELWPs’ 
guidelines. 

It is feared that the current ATCW permit might be evoked to cull a large number of trapped 
kangaroos in the very near future. 

The Wildlife Act 1975 (the Act) purpose is to: 

• 1A – establish procedures in order to promote (i) the protection and conservation of
wildlife.

It is believed that the entrapment and culling of wildlife contravenes the Act as follows: 

• Section 47 (1) –  A person must not buy, sell, acquire, receive, dispose of, keep,
possess, control, breed, process, display, take samples from or experiment on other
protected wildlife.



Council Meeting Minutes 8 October 2021 

3.1 (Cont.) 

Mornington Peninsula Shire Council 7 

• Section 47D (1) – A person must not have wildlife in his or her possession or control if
that wildlife has been taken, destroyed, acquired, received, bought, sold, disposed of,
kept, possessed, controlled, bred, processed, or displayed in contravention of this Act
or any corresponding law of another State or a Territory of the Commonwealth.

• S58 (1) – Any person who:

(a) wilfully molests or injures protected wildlife or wilfully causes protected wildlife to
be molested or injured

(b) wilfully disturbs, chases, or herds protected wildlife or wilfully causes protected
wildlife to be disturbed, chased or herded

(c) wilfully separates protected wildlife from its young or causes it to be separated -

shall be guilty of an offence against this Act. 

Preventing Eastern Grey Kangaroos, a protected species, from moving freely across the 
landscape and excluding them from their natural habitat, including the adjoining National 
Park, represents a major disturbance to these Macropods and a direct threat to their 
continued viability on the Mornington Peninsula. 

All possible action, including strong advocacy needs to be taken by the Mornington 
Peninsula Shire (the Shire). Failure to do so would lead to a loss of credibility regarding our 
policies and strategies for wildlife and local biodiversity. 

CONCLUSION 

DELWP have indicated in writing that they have no intention of interfering with the approved 
cull under the existing ATCW permit and Cr Gill’s understanding is that the State 
Government has no intention of looking into these community concerns that have been made 
public. 

Cr Gill believes that governments should be held accountable for their decisions which 
include issuing easy to obtain permits to kill kangaroos while failing to properly count 
kangaroos on the Mornington Peninsula and taking care to ensure their continued viability. 

RECOMMENDATION 

1. That Council immediately and officially express concern to local politicians, relevant 
State Government Ministers and the Department of Environment, Land, Water and 
Planning (DELWP) over the welfare of kangaroos presently enclosed at a property in 
Cape Schanck.

2. That Council immediately offer assistance to the property manager and owner to 
enable the kangaroos to leave the property.

3. That Council urgently request the withdrawal of any permit to kill the already counted 
263 and estimated 300 kangaroos alleged to be trapped on the property.

4. That Council ask the Minister for an investigation of the wildlife culling system that 
appears to allow granting of permits with alarming ease without full and proper 
consideration as required by the Wildlife Act 1975 which includes clauses referring to 
the impediment of wildlife movement; entrapment of wildlife and the local viability of 
native species such as kangaroos.
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5. That Council request that all DELWP or other permits to kill native wildlife including
kangaroos on the Mornington Peninsula be immediately suspended pending a broad
ranging wildlife review of the existing and future viability of these animals.

UPDATED MOTION 

1. That Council immediately and officially expresses concern to local politicians, relevant 
State Government Ministers and the Department of Environment, Land, Water and 
Planning (DELWP) over the ongoing welfare of kangaroos presently enclosed at a 
property in Cape Schanck.

2. That Council immediately offers assistance to the property manager and owner to 
resolve issues including the high number of kangaroos on the property and the need for 
surveillance to protect boundary fencing.

3. That Council urgently requests the suspension of any permit to kill the estimated 600 
kangaroos on the property while urgent discussion takes place with stakeholders.

4. That Council asks the Minister for an investigation of the wildlife culling and harvesting 
system that appears to allow granting of some types of permits without full and proper 
consideration as required by the Wildlife Act 1975, this includes clauses referring to the 
impediment of wildlife movement and the local viability of native species such as 
kangaroos.

5. That Council requests that all DELWP or other permits to kill native wildlife including 
kangaroos on the Mornington Peninsula be immediately suspended pending a broad 
ranging wildlife review of the existing and future viability of potentially endangered 
wildlife.

COUNCIL DECISION 

Moved: Cr Gill 
Seconded: Cr Marsh 

That the updated motion be adopted. 
Carried Unanimously 
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4 MEETING CLOSE 

As there was no further business, the meeting closed at 3.37pm 

Confirmed this 19th day of October, 2021 

…………………………………………………. 
Mayor, Cr Despi O'Connor, Chairperson - Council 
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