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Council Meeting 
12 September 2017 

Public Question Time – Written Responses 

 
 
“The aim of public question time is to provide an opportunity for the public to ask general 
questions at Council Meetings requiring routine responses.  Questions are received without 
notice and are responded to without research or reference to Council records. 

Questions must be in writing, with the person submitting the question to be in the public 
gallery at the time.   

Questions which contain material that relates to specific people or properties will be 
summarised at the discretion of Council. 

Responses to public questions answered at the meeting, will be general in nature, provided 
in good faith and should not exceed two minutes.  These responses will be summarised in 
the minutes of the meeting. 

Questions requiring research or a detailed reply will be provided a written response as soon 
as possible following the meeting from the nominated officer.  These written responses will 
be collated for each meeting and available via the Shire’s website. 

This segment does not substitute for appeal or other formal business procedures with the 
Council.” 

Tyabb Airfield Precinct Plan  

Mr. David Lines, a resident of Tyabb, asked the following question: … “Has alternative 
funding been found for Community Project no. 16 – the request for a grant of $100,000 from 
the Peninsula Aero Club for a 40 metre x 40 metre concrete [heli]pad?  If so, was it from 
outside sources rather than the Shire’s finances?” 

A subsequent written response to the above question was provided by Mr. Matthew 
Green, Chief Financial Officer, as follows: 

“Dear Mr Lines 

Thank you for your question in the Council meeting and your email. 

The Shire investigated potential grant options for the helipad, however unfortunately neither 
the Shire nor the Peninsula Aero Club (PAC) were able to meet the criteria of any of the 
identified grants. 

The Shire included in its FY18 Budget the amount of $100,000 for emergency services and 
following detailed discussions with a number of agencies was satisfied that the helipad 
represented an important piece of infrastructure to support emergency services, including 
improved response times. The helipad will at all times be available for emergency services 
access as required.  
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In relation to your second question, the Mornington Peninsula Shire entered into an 
agreement with the PAC under section 173 of the Planning and Environment Act 1987 on 5 
August 2002. This agreement effectively created a contributory charge scheme whereby 
PAC would repay to the Shire the cost, plus interest, of upgrading and sealing the existing 
gravel runway at that time. 

In addition to this the PAC pays to the Shire an annual maintenance fee for the purpose of 
programming an annual inspection, minor maintenance and a one-off resealing of the 
runway before the expiration of the agreement. 

Whilst discussions surrounding the resealing of the runway may have commenced, the cost 
for this is borne by the PAC over the life of the agreement, hence the Shire is not exposed to 
risk of expenditure. The cost of resealing is in fact forecast to be approximately $50,000. 
Again, this is borne by the PAC through the agreement and not at ratepayers’ expense. 

Regards 

Matthew Green 
Chief Financial Officer 
Mornington Peninsula Shire” 

 


