
 Hastings Boat Ramp Upgrade 

Frequently Asked Questions 
 

What does the Hastings boating facility upgrade project involve? 
 
Stage 1 of the project will deliver a new concrete boating facility incorporating four ramps and 
replaces the existing 32.5m facility with a 40.1m one, extending deeper into the bay allowing all-
tide operation. 
 
The existing pontoon will be widened adjacent to the ramp to improve the functionality and allow 
direct access for launching and retrieving of boats. 
 
Stage 2 of the project will include dredging of the existing channel to where it meets the main 
boating channel of the Hastings Harbour (this will cover an area of approximately 2,500 sqm). 
 

Who is managing this project? 
 
This project is being delivered by Mornington Peninsula Shire with funding from Better Boating 
Victoria. 
 

How much is the project costing? 
 
It is anticipated delivery of both stages of the all tide boat ramp will be in the order of $1.6 
million. 
 

When will it start? 
 
Mornington Peninsula Shire has awarded Stage 1 of the contract to Simpson Construction and 
works are planned to start in July 2020. It anticipated works will be completed by mid-October 
2020. Timing of the works is subject to potential delays from weather and environmental 
conditions. 
 
Stage 2 will be programmed for delivery later in 2020 or early in 2021. Timing of the works aim 
to reduce impact on operations of the new ramp. The ramp will not need to be closed for Stage 
2. 
 

Will it be open by snapper season? 
 
Pending weather and environmental conditions during construction, it is anticipated the upgrade 
will finish by mid October 2020. Alternative boat ramps are available during the construction 
period and in the event of delays associated with construction of the upgrade. 
 

Will we be able to use the ramp when construction is taking place? 
 
Once construction starts, the ramp and pontoon will be closed until the works are complete. The 
ramp will not need to be closed for Stage 2 works.  
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Where do we launch and retrieve our boats while the Hastings boat ramp 
is closed? 
 
The nearest boat ramps include: 

• Stony Point Boat Ramp – at the end of Stony Point Road, Stony Point 

• Warneet Boat Ramp – off Rutherford Parade, Warneet 

• Blind Bight Boat Ramp – off Anchorage Drive, Blind Bight 

• Tooradin Boat Ramp – at the end of Foreshore Road, Tooradin  
 
Additional ramps can be found at: 

• Corinella 

• Newhaven 

• Rhyll 

• Yaringa Boat Harbour – Private 

• Flinders – off the beach 
 

Will we get regular updates to let us know how the project is progressing? 
 
Mornington Peninsula Shire have committed to releasing regular updates on the progress of the 
Hastings boating facility upgrade project. For more regular updates visit: 
mornpen.vic.gov.au/hastingsboatramp 
 

I’ve got a commercial vessel where do I launch? 
 
See above for launching options. 
 

How are you going to manage the dredge material? 
 
As part of the Marine and Coastal Act 2018 consent process, Mornington Peninsula Shire is 
currently investigating options to manage dredged material to ensure the environmental values 
of Western Port are protected. 
 

How are you going to protect the marine environment? 
 
Simpson Construction is required to prepare an Environmental Management Plan to ensure the 
upgrade is undertaken in an environmentally sensitive manner strictly in accordance with all 
environmental regulations and industry best practice. 
 

Are you going to fix the car park as well? 
 
Mornington Peninsula Shire has progressed the design for an all tide ramp as a priority. Further 
investigations are to be carried out to determine if an appropriate car park upgrade can be 
achieved to service the new all tide ramp. 
 

https://www.mornpen.vic.gov.au/About-Us/Major-Projects/Hastings-Boat-Ramp-Upgrade
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We need another pontoon. Are you going to put in another pontoon? 
 
Council is considering the design options for a second pontoon. However, factors including 
associated dredging need to be considered to determine whether a second pontoon is 
accessible and feasible. 
 

How will the coast guard get access? 
 
The Coast Guard, the Volunteer Marine Rescue service and the Victorian Police all have boats 
in the water full time. They won’t need to access the Hastings ramp while it’s closed. 
 

Are other neighbouring facilities going to get an upgrade? 
 
Hastings has been prioritised for upgrade by the Victorian Government along with boating 
facilities at Queenscliff, Point Richards, Rhyll and Mordialloc. Better Boating Victoria will be 
preparing a strategy for the prioritisation of upgrades at boating facilities across the state. 
Neighbouring facilities will be considered as part of this process.  
 

Why was Hastings chosen for an upgrade? 
 
The Victorian Government identified six facilities that need priority upgrades.  This was based 
on advice from various stakeholders including the boating community.  These locations are 
Hastings, Mordialloc, Queenscliff, Point Richards, Rhyll and the Cowes Jetty. These popular 
boating facilities need to meet future recreational boating demands and are under more 
pressure as Melbourne’s population grows. 
 

Further information: 
 
Further information is available on the Shire’s website: mornpen.vic.gov.au/hastingsboatramp 
 

https://www.mornpen.vic.gov.au/About-Us/Major-Projects/Hastings-Boat-Ramp-Upgrade

