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1.0 Introduction

Ethos Urban has been commissioned by 
Mornington Peninsula Shire Council to 
undertake a Neighbourhood Character 
Study.

The Mornington Peninsula is an area of special 
and significant character. Its landscapes and 
residential areas are distinct and highly valued 
by the resident, holiday home owners and 
visitors.

Its unique and special features need to be 
documented, protected and enhanced through 
this Neighbourhood Character Study (NCS).

The purpose of the project is threefold and 
primarily includes:

• Preparing a Neighbourhood Character Study 
that reflects the development conditions and 
aspirations of Council and the community 
based on an effective consultation and 
stakeholder.

• involvement process.
• Providing updated and refined preferred 

future character statements and guidelines 
for development for all residential areas of 
the Shire.

• Recommending and developing planning 
scheme controls and other implementation 
measures.

Multiple structure plans for the townships 
of Balnarring, Baxter and Somerville and the 
Coastal Villages and Neighbourhoods Strategy 
will be undertaken concurrently with the 
Neighbourhood Character Study and will likely 
be informed by the findings of the Study.

1.1 Project Overview

The objectives of the project are to:

• Develop a methodology for identification and 
evaluation of Neighbourhood Character in 
the Shire.

• Identify the valued elements of 
neighbourhood character as well as 
character areas within the Shire.

• Develop the Mornington Peninsula 
Neighbourhood Character Strategy and 
Guidelines.

• Develop preferred character statements and 
guidelines for all character areas in the Shire.

• Identify strategies and actions for 
implementation of the Study and Guidelines

• Provide certainty and clarity to the 
community and stakeholders around what 
constitutes neighbourhood character, 
and what siting and design responses are 
required.

• Conduct consultation with the community 
and stakeholders.

1.2 Project Objectives
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1.3 Study Area

The Study Area for this project is effectively 
all of the residentially zoned land within the 
Mornington Peninsula Shire, including:

• Areas subject to the Heritage Overlay
• Land within neighbourhood centres that falls 

under the Mixed-Use Zone or Commercial 1 
Zone

• Areas of special or consistent character
• Areas ‘in transition’ where substantial 

change is occurring
• Any other residential areas as determined by 

the planning scheme or Mornington Peninsula 
Housing and Settlement Strategy (2017)

Municipal Boundary

Urban Growth Boundary

Township Boundary

GRZ

LDRZ

LEGEND

Residential Area

Figure 1. NCS Study Area
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1.4 Project Progress

1

5

7

Inception
 

Background Research

Championing the Study: 
Engagement Phase 1

 

Data Analysis and Survey
 

2

3

4

6

Draft Neighbourhood Character 
Study and Guidelines

Public Consultation: 
Engagement Phase 2

Final Neighbourhood Character
Study and Guidelines

1.5 Purpose of this report

The purpose of this report is to provide a 
summary of the key feedback and insights 
received throughout the Phase 1 engagement 
period.

This report will provide an update on the first 
stage of consultation undertaken, including the 
results and conclusions that can be drawn. 

A final combined engagement summary will be 
delivered upon the completion of the second and 
final stage of consultation for this project, which 
will include conclusions from all consultation for 
the project.
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2.0 Engagement Approach

2.1 Engagement Overview

The community engagement approach, 
including the activities and materials, were 
designed in collaboration with Mornington 
Peninsula Shire Council. The first phase of 
engagement was open to the community for 
feedback from 7 January – 17 February 2019, 
however submissions received after this date 
were also accepted until 1 March 2019.

The engagement collateral that was used 
to promote the project included postcards, 
posters and newsletters. These can be found in 
Appendix A

The community engagement activities to 
promote the project and ways to be involved 
included the following:

ACTIVITY PURPOSE STAKEHOLDERS TIMING NOTES

PROJECT 
WEBPAGE

Provide background 
project information, 
and link to the survey

All 7 January 2019 - 
ongoing

Webpage launched 7 January.
Included contact details, survey link, 
Listening Post details, alternative 
ways to make a submission and 
relevant documents.

PROJECT 
SURVEY

Key targeted 
engagement method 
to receive community 
feedback.

-Mornington Peninsula 
residents (perm/temp)
-Community Groups
-Frequent Planning 
Scheme users

7 January - 17 
February 2019

Hard Copy handed out at
Listening Posts.

Online version available on project 
webpage.

This was the main engagement tool 
for collecting feedback

YOUTH 
POSTCARD 
ACTIVITY

Engagement activity 
to target students and 
children.

Students and youth 7 January - 17 
February 2019

Available at youth centres and libraries

LISTENING 
POSTS

Provided an 
opportunity for the 
community to learn 
about the project 
and participate in 
engagement activities.

All 2 February 2019
6 February 2019
9 February 2019

Held at Mount Eliza, Mornington, 
Rosebud, Dromana, Blairgowrie, Rye 
and Sorrento

Included interactive engagement at 
the Listening Posts.

INTERVIEWS For people who 
requested an interview, 
this was organised by a
Council officer.

Mostly Community
Groups

13 and 14 
February 2019

Held at the Mornington and Rosebud 
Council Offices

SUBMISSIONS Available for comments 
that fell outside of the 
project survey.

All, mostly community 
groups

7 January - 17 
February 2019

Sent in via email or mail directly to 
Council.

Table 1 – Engagement Activities
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2.2 Project Launch and 
Webpage

For this phase of engagement, the website 
included:

• A project summary and information
• A Survey link
• Details of the Listening Posts
• Associated project documents
• Opportunity to ask for an interview

The project webpage will run for the duration 
of the project.   The webpage also had a link to 
the general public survey, which was the main 
form of information collected in this round 
of engagement. The webpage link was put on 
posters, brochures, postcards and hard copy 
surveys, many of which were handed out at the 
Listening Posts or in the case of the posters, 
placed at local noticeboards, libraries and within 
Council. 

The webpage will be updated throughout the 
project, including an update on the survey 
results, in order to complete the “feedback loop”.

2.3 Project Survey

The survey was available for the duration of the 
consultation period online and in hard copy at 
the Listening Posts. The survey was online from 
7 January – 17 February 2019. 

There were three surveys made, targeted to 
different stakeholders within the community.

2.3.1 General Public Survey
The main form of survey was for the “general 
public”, and contained a range of question types, 
including multiple choice and open responses 
such as:

• Participant details (name, email, phone 
number, project updates registry)

• Type of resident (permanent, temporary, 
worker, visitor, trader)

• In which town do you live in?
• Household type
• In which town do you work/trade/visit?
• Age category
• How long have you been visiting, working or 

living in your area?
• What makes your area/street look unique to 

other areas within the Mornington Peninsula?
• What do you like about the look/character 

of your town (landscape, vegetation, 
streetscape, buildings)?

• What do you dislike about the look/character 
of your town (landscape, vegetation, 
streetscape, buildings)?

• List three housing/development projects that 
have been successful and why?

• List three housing/development projects that 
have been unsuccessful and why?

• Additional Comments 

The “general public” survey can be found at 
Appendix B.
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2.3.2 Community Group Survey
The community group survey was emailed 
directly to community groups the week of 14 
January 2019, with targeted questions that 
sought the opinion of these groups. There are 
many active and passionate community groups 
within the Mornington Peninsula, and it was 
therefore important to consult this part of the 
community separately.

The surveys were emailed to the main 
representative from each community group 
known to Council within the project’s study area. 

The survey questions included:

• Participant details (name, email, phone 
number, project updates registry)

• Community group name and role
• Purpose of the group
• Group perspectives on what makes your 

area/street look unique to other areas within 
the Mornington Peninsula?

• Group perspectives on what they like about 
the look/character of your town (landscape, 
vegetation, streetscape, buildings)?

• Group perspectives on what they dislike 
about the look/character of your town 
(landscape, vegetation, streetscape, 
buildings)?

• List three housing/development projects that 
have been successful and why?

• List three housing/development projects that 
have been unsuccessful and why?

• Ranking the importance of specific design 
elements within their community and how 
should they be managed in the future?

• Additional Comments

The “community group” survey can be found in 
Appendix C.

2.3.3 Regular Mornington Peninsula 
Planning Scheme Users

The regular planning scheme users survey was 
emailed to a list of frequent planning permit 
applicants, consisting mostly of planning, 
development, architecture and surveying 
consultancies. These were emailed the week 
of 14 January 2019, and were given a targeted 
survey in order to get the opinions of people 
who don’t necessarily live within the Mornington 
Peninsula, but may be more familiar with the 
Mornington Peninsula Planning Scheme.

The survey questions included:

• Participant details (name, email, phone 
number, project updates registry)

• Business details
• List three housing/development projects that 

have been successful and why?
• List three housing/development projects that 

have been unsuccessful and why?
• What are some insights or challenges 

related to neighbourhood character that you 
commonly face with mornington peninsula 
clients’ needs and aspirations?

• Ranking the importance of specific design 
elements and how should they be managed in 
the future?

• Additional comments.

The “regular MPPS users” survey can be found 
in Appendix D.
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2.4 Youth Postcard 
Activity

The Youth Postcard Activity was targeted 
towards the students and children who live 
within the Mornington Peninsula. This aimed 
to broaden the demographic that the typical 
project surveys reach, and to encourage the 
youth of the Peninsula to have their say.

The engagement activity was in the form of a 
postcard, that was addressed to the Mayor. 
Children were encouraged to tell the Mayor 
what they like most about the street and 
neighbourhood that they live in.

They were also asked to fill in their name, age, 
suburb and school.

These postcards were made available at Youth 
Centres and Local Libraries, and could be 
handed in at these locations or Council Offices 
for the duration of the engagement period.

2.5 Listening Posts

Eight (8) Listening Posts were held during the 
consultation period throughout the Mornington 
Peninsula. There were seven (7) originally 
advertised, however an additional post was 
added in Mornington after the consultation 
collateral was distributed. The locations were as 
follows:

It is noted that the Western Port towns 
had already been consulted on residential 
neighbourhood character during the first Phase 
of consultation as part of the Coastal Villages 
and Neighbourhood Strategy, but residents 
were still welcome to complete the online survey.

LOCATION DATE TIME

Village Green Park, 
Mount Eliza (moved 
to outside the 1001 
Nights Restaurant 
nearby due to an 
event)

2 February 2019

10am - 12pm

Outside Australia 
Post, Mornington

2pm - 4pm

Outside NAB, 
Dromana

6 February 2019

10am - 12pm

Rosebud Beach SC 
signpost (moved to 
Chemist Warehouse 
due to lack of foot 
traffic)

2pm - 4pm

Outside Australia 
Post, Mornington

10am - 12pm

Clocktower on Napier 
Street, Rye

9 February 2019

9am - 11am

Outside IGA X-press, 
Blairgowrie

12pm - 2pm

Outside the 
Sorrento Beachside 
Information Centre, 
Sorrento

3pm - 5pm

Table 2 – Listening Posts
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2.6 Interviews

The option of an interview was offered to 
all members of the Mornington Peninsula 
community.

The interviews were held in the format of two 
workshops, with Council planners, consultant 
planners and Councillors present.

Interview 1 Interview 2

Interviewers • David Gill - Mayor Cr David Gill

• Rosa Zouzoulas (MPS)

• Martin Chin (MPS)

• Chad Griffiths (Ethos Urban)

• Martin Chin (MPS)

• Chad Griffiths  (Ethos Urban)

Interviewees • Ian Morrison (Mornington Peninsula 
Ratepayers and Residents Association 
Inc.)

• Leigh Eustace (Ranelagh Residents 
Association)

• Peter Avery (Peninsula Speaks)

• Alan Nelsen (McCrae Action Group)

• Hilary Jones (Mount Eliza Woodland 
Residents Association)

• David Robinson (Mount Eliza 55 Plus 
Club)

• Mechelle Cheers (Rye Community Group 
Alliance)

• Ray Herbert (Southern Peninsula Probus 
Club)

• Judy Walsh (Friends of Collins Settlement)

• Christine Granger (Nepean Ratepayers 
Association)

• Rosanne Pittard (Merricks Beach Residents 
Association)

• Katherine Clarke (Merricks Beach Residents 
Association)

Details Mornington, 13 Feb 2019, 10am-12pm Rosebud, 14 Feb 2019, 10am-12pm

Table 3 – Interview details

2.7 Submissions

There were a total of 15 submissions that were 
sent in for the duration of the consultation 
period (excluding submissions that were 
surveys).

There were available to the community, with 
many getting the email and postage address 
from consultation collateral or newspaper 
adverts.



3.0
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3.0 Detailed Engagement Findings

3.1 Summary of 
Consultation

SURVEYS

142
General 
Public

surveys

15
youth 

surveys

35
Community 

Group 
surveys

45
Regular PS 

User
surveys

SUBMISSIONS

1500 
individual pieces 

of feedback 
collected

15
Submissions

5
Submissions from 

Community 
Groups

10
Submissions from 

individuals

INTERVIEWS

2
iNTERVIEWS

-Mornington Peninsula Ratepayers and  
  Residents Association 
-Ranelagh Residents Association
-Peninsula Speaks
-McCrae Action Group
-Mount Eliza Woodland Residents         
  Association
-Mount Eliza 55 Plus Club

-Rye Community Group Alliance
-Southern Penisula Probus Club
-Friends of Collins Settlement
-Nepean Ratepayers Association
-Merricks Beach Residents Association
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3.2 General Public Survey

Participant Profile
There were a total of 142 survey responses 
from the general public. The most responses 
were from Mount Eliza, Mornington, St Andrews 
Beach and Sorrento, with no data from 
Tootgarook or Arthurs Seat.

The majority of participants were aged 
between 36-75 years of age, and are almost all 
permanent residents (89%).

0

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

18-35 36-60 61-75 75+

89%

9%

1% 1%

Resident
(Permanent)

Resident
(Temporary)

Visitor

Worker

Figure 2. Survey Participant Map

Figure 3. Survey Age Groups Figure 4. Survey Resident Type
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Local Character
When survey participants were asked what 
they thought made their area/street look 
different or unique to other areas within the 
Mornington Peninsula, respondents identified 
many similar traits, indicating that participants 
generally value similar characteristics in each 
area of the municipality. This represents 
that participants have similar values in their 
respective neighbourhoods. Common answers 
were themed under:

• Native vegetation (84 responses)
• Rural and coastal character (60 responses)
• Large housing blocks  (28 responses)
• Unmade roads (23 responses)

These response were similar to those received 
to the question about what people like about 
their area, indicating that respondents believe 
their area is unique and special in a local and 
metropolitan context. This shows that residents 
like the features of their neighbourhoods that 
they also think makes them unique to other 
areas in the Mornington Peninsula, and to a 
wider extent, Metropolitan Melbourne (Refer to 
Figure 5).

When asked what they dislike about the areas 
they live in, many responses were concerned 
new development and change that negatively 
impact on the characteristics liked and 
preferred by respondents. This is shown in 
Figures 5 and 6 and can be seen in the following 
responses:

92
61

25
16
16

14
8
8
8

6
3
3
2
1
1

0 20 40 60 80 100

Rural/coastal character

Native vegetation

Unique streetscape/landscape

Large housing b locks

Low rise buildings

Ambience/amenity

No footpaths

Less populated

Friendly community

Unmade roads

Minimal fencing

Less traffic

Design/Architecture

High quality housing

Environment friendly

61

48

35

23

21

18

8

8

2

2

1

1

0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70

Inappropriate development/design

Removal of native vegetation

Unsympathetic design

Increased traffic/parking…

Lack of amenities

Poor maintenance

Pooor accessibility

Tall, solid fencing

Illegal encroachments

empty blocks/shops

Poor council functioning

lack of safety/security

Figure 5. Survey - Liked characteristics

Figure 6. Survey - Disliked characteristics

LIKED DISLIKED

Native Vegetation Removal of native 
vegetation

Rural/coastal character Inappropriate development/
design
Unsympathetic design

Unique streetscape/
landscape
Unmade roads
No footpaths

Poor maintenance
Poor accessibility

Minimal fencing Tall, solid fencing
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Successful and Unsuccessful 
Developments
Participants from all three survey types were 
asked to give examples of recent successful 
and unsuccessful developments, and to provide 
reasons for the identification of each example. 
For the full list of developments nominated refer 
to Appendix G.

The reasoning behind the community deeming 
a development as successful or unsuccessful 
also relates to their view of their neighbourhood 
character, as well as the overarching character 
of the Mornington Peninsula as a whole.

The perceived success of a development 
was determined by the extent to which it 
complimented the existing local character, 
whether it was a unique design or retained the 
native vegetation.

Unsuccessful developments were determined by 
inappropriate design (relating to neighbourhood 
character), excessive removal of vegetation and 
breaking Council regulations.

 

36
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8

7

4

0 10 20 30 40

Fits with local character

Unique design/architecture

Retains native vegetation

Rural/coastal character

Low rise buildings

Environmentally friendly design

58

23

13

11

11

3

0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70

Inappropriate development/design

Removal of native vegetation

Non-sympathetic to coastal character

Increased traffic/on-street parking

Breaking council regulations

High ugly fences

Figure 7. Survey - Successful Development characteristics 
(General Public only)

Figure 8. Survey - Unsuccessful Development characteristics 
(General Public only)
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3.3 Community Group 
Survey

• 35 participants from community groups , 
with multiple submissions from some groups.

• Community groups that participated include:
 - Hastings Senior Citizens club 
 - Crib Point Action Group
 - Fisherman’s Beach Friends Group
 - Merricks Beach Residents’ Association
 - Shoreham Community Association
 - Rye and Peninsula Greek Women’s Group
 - Dromana bay Probus
 - Hastings-Western Port 

Historical Society Inc.
 - Mornington Peninsula Landcare Network
 - Shoreham Community Association
 - Nepean Historical Society
 - Rye Ladies Probus 
 - MEA, Beleura Cliff Path friends group
 - Sorrento Foreshore Advisory Group
 - Dromana Bay Life Saving Club
 - Rye Men’s Probus Club
 - Balnarring Beach Community Association
 - Combined Mornington Probus Club
 - Red Hill Community Association
 - Combined Mornington Probus Club Inc.
 - PROBUS Combined Mornington
 - Combined Mornington Probus 

Club - Secretary
 - Tanti Creek Friends (Tanti 

Creek, Mornington)
 - University of Third Age, Mornington
 - Volunteer with Tanti creek, Mills 

beach and Cliff walk friends groups
 - CWA Mornington Branch
 - Mornington Peninsula Regional 

Gallery And National Seniors
 - Flinders Community Association

• Like the look of:
 - Rural/coastal character
 - Unique streetscapes
 - Native vegetation

• Dislike the look of:
 - Inappropriate developments
 - traffic congestion/lack of parking

• Removal of native vegetation 
• What makes a successful new development?

 - Fits with local character
 - Better access/amenities

• What makes for an unsuccessful new 
development?
 - Inappropriate development/design
 - Increasing traffic/parking congestion

• Design elements that were found to be the 
most important to be kept in the future (in 
order of importance):
1. Building Heights (mandate, protect)
2. Front and side setbacks (encourage, 

retain)
3. Street trees (encourage, protect, replace)
4. Private landscaping (encourage, 

adequate)
5. Building materials (encourage, mandate)
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3.4 Frequent Planning 
Scheme Users Survey

• 45 responses from frequent users of the 
Mornington Peninsula Planning Scheme, 
which included the following: 
 - Foresite Planning & Bushfire Consultants
 - FS Town Planning 
 - Space and Light Design Co.
 - S. Smith Builders Pty. Ltd
 - Danckert Real Estate
 - R L Watts Design Pty Ltd
 - Flynn & Co Real Estate
 - D.W Pratt Builders
 - Mount Eliza 55 Plus Club
 - Western Port Building Design
 - DJE Building Design & Drafting P/L
 - Stephen Akehurst & Associates
 - Rod Hannah and Associates Pty Ltd
 - DJE Design & Drafting P/L
 - CLW Design & Drafting
 - Moorhouse Builders 
 - d3 building design
 - All About Design & Drafting
 - Kiril Architects
 - G.J. Gardner Homes Mornington Peninsula
 - MJ Doyle Design
 - Moodys Motel
 - Philip Harvey and Associates
 - Hoban-Hynes Pty. Ltd.
 - TKUDA PTY LTD
 - Daas Group
 - Planned Living Architects
 - Coastal Surveys
 - Katie Rees Design
 - Jen Designs Pty Ltd
 - Seamus Walsh design
 - Jane Burke Bush Restoration
 - Planned Living Architects
 - Mike Salpitro drafting & building design

 - Peligo Pty Ltd
 - RR-ID
 - The Bal Report Co.
 - HKG Building Design
 - Urban Solutions
 - BD Building Design

• Like the look of:
 - Rural/coastal character
 - Modern design and architecture
 - Ambience/amenities

• Dislike the look of:
 - Inappropriate developments
 - High rise buildings
 - Traffic congestion/lack of parking

• What makes a successful new development?
 - Fits with local character
 - Unique design/architecture
 - Mixed use development
 - Earthy building materials

• What makes for an unsuccessful new 
development?
 - Inappropriate development/design
 - Poor accessibility

• Design elements that were found to be the 
most important to be kept in the future (in 
order of importance):
1. Front setbacks (retain, encourage)
2. Side setbacks (retain, encourage)
3. Street Trees (encourage, retain, protect)
4. Private landscaping (Encourage, protect, 

retain)
5. Building heights (retain, enforce)
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3.5 Youth Survey

There were 15 youth surveys submitted, and 3 
additional submissions sent in separately to the 
youth postcards.

The survey participants were aged from 8 to 13 
years, and were scattered throughout the study 
area.

From these surveys, it can be determined that 
the youth of the Mornington Peninsula strongly 
value the natural environment, and like that 
amenities are so close to their houses. Many 
answers stem from a feeling of safety in their 
streets and liking the bush character.

Method of Engagement Participants

Youth Surveys (Additional 
Submissions)

15 (+3)

Table 4 – Youth Survey Aspirations for their neighbourhoods largely 
consist of more parks, skate parks and less 
littering. There were also concerns about 
protecting the native wildlife in the area and too 
much tree removal.

This activity was also successful in making 
the younger demographic of the Mornington 
Peninsula more aware of what they currently 
like, and what they would like to see more of 
within their neighbourhoods.

For full survey responses refer to Appendix F.
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3.6 Listening Post 
Activities

Posters were made available at the Listening 
Posts to engage with participants, and 
aimed to get the conversation started about 
neighbourhood character within the community 
(Refer to Figure 9).

The posters asked:

• What do you like about the look of your 
neighbourhood/street?

• What do you dislike about the look of your 
neighbourhood/street?

• What do you think is unique about the look of 
your neighbourhood/street?

It is noted that two of these questions were 
displayed at every Listening Post.

Figure 9. Listening Post posters
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What do you like about the look of your neighbourhood/street?

Blairgowrie I like dirt streets, low rise housing, maintained 
green spaces. Why is the tip so expensive?

3 storeys max

Low rise housing, unmade roads, quiet streets, 
unspoilt beaches - no dog poo! Green waste 
disposal should be cheap

Love the trees / bush feel 

Dromana Clean

Developing nicely

Lovely

Paradise

Beach

McCrae 2-3 storey heights

Tidy private gardens

Limited fencing

Nice gardens, cafés

Single storeys

Mt Eliza Bushland Character and feel of the area

Network of bike lanes

Bushland character and lots of native 
vegetation/ trees as well as exotic

Flora and fauna

Not city-like -landscaping, mix of buildings

More country-like

Village aspect, trees, relaxing atmosphere

I love the trees, atmosphere of the village

Tree lined streets, lack of footpaths

Lots of trees

Bush, tree lines streets, open gardens, low 
number of high fences

I love the friendly vibe and the integration of 
nature with the local shops and buildings

Mornington Fire management and clearing

Low rise buildings

Leave the unsealed roads as they are

Walking paths along the foreshore

The look and feel of Main Street

Village appearance of Main Street

Lots of people around, sense of community

Table 5 – Listening Post poster 1

What do you like about the look of your neighbourhood/street?

Mornington Plenty of trees

Quietness of the dirt roads, removed from 
suburbia. Love the trees.

Love variation in shop fronts - village feel

The lifestyle

Mount 
Martha

Birdrock steps and ramp

Parklands, walking paths, narrow streets

The beach and walking paths

Rosebud Vegetation

Street trees

Bushy, birdlife

Mixed use neighbourhood

Great streetscaping

Single storeys

More trees

No front fence

Dog parks

Mix of new and old styles

Country feel

Rye Wildlife, no power lines

Don't like large units and apartments that 
could've been houses

Dunham St Rye - Mix of permanent residents 
and holiday homeowners - neighbours look out 
for each other (bringing bins etc.) holiday feel in 
street (no footpaths) love it!

Love the 'holiday' feel - don't want to lose 
character - cap the number of McMansions and 
townhouse developments

New pool

Lack of multilevel development

Mix is ok, should be aesthetic, attractive. 2 
storeys

Beach houses

Trees

Safe roads for bike and cars

Sorrento I like 1 storey in main street, don't like too many 
apartments built in main street. 
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What do you dislike about the look of your 
neighbourhood/street?
Dromana Lack of footpaths

More nature strip trees

Too much parking on nature strips

Road safety - blind spots on Whitehill Road

More fencing needed for kids and dogs

Too many units/apartments

More footpaths

Noise pollution from roads

Need bike paths

Boxy units - look like offices

Too busy during holiday

Not enough buses

Need more pedestrian crossings

Old fibrous sheeting houses

Overdevelopment

Visual bulk

Materiality - character that matches the 
landscape/vegetation

McCrae Not enough parking

Safety an issue

Narrow streets, lots of units, no space for 
trees, more trees by the beach

Mornington No footpaths in Beatty Pde

No highrise around Main St. Keep Main St 
a beach side town, the removal of the clock 
tower…keep the quaintness look

Not enough bike lands. Preserve open space 
and natural areas NOT just development

Car parking associated with increased 
residential densities

Need more footpaths. Love the feel of the 
village. Stop any development of the old 
Business school estate

Ugly Council trees in suburban streets

Too many apartments

Concrete wall at pillars is disgusting

Housing developing - multi storey, need to by 
sympathetic to village atmosphere

Landscaping and vegetation with new 
development

What do you dislike about the look of your 
neighbourhood/street?
Mornington Equitable access and infrastructure (shade 

trees main street) benches to sit along streets

Independent local business (small tenancies)

Lack of walking paths between

Needs more places to stop and rest on street

Don't like high rise in and around main street - 
keep it as a seaside town not a concrete city

Ned speed humps on Somerset Drive near the 
gap before GS. 

No bike paths. Roads are too small/wide. 

Not enough trees in Nelson Street

Tanti Creek, Shelbourne Court

Low rise building infrastructure

Leave the unsealed roads as they are!

Mt Eliza Lack of footpaths

Lack of sealed esplanade between Mt Martha 
and Mornington - for bikes

Old Mornington needs fixing

Danger for cyclists! Esplanade needs widening 
for a cycle land or boardwalk

Too many sealed footpaths becoming too 
suburban

A lot of graffiti appearing, i.e. Howard Park 
reserve. Takes too long to remove graffiti on 
Nepean Hwy/Canadian bay corner has been 
there for years

Cars, roads, parking, city like environment. 
Needs more walkability

Ugly footpath repair outside TAB Mt Eliza 
Drive Ranelagh. Uneven possible trip hazard 
as a result of work by SE water 4-6 weeks ago. 
Needs to be replaced.

Appalling tree pruning on streets by council Mt 
Eliza. 

Inappropriate parking in residential areas 
(Dalston St - supermarket parking)

Lack of footpaths around Mt Eliza (Archron - 
Mt Eliza Village - tough with small kids, bikes, 
prams

Lack of footpaths 

Graffiti

Mt Martha
 

No playground from Solomans Tree in the 
whole state - otherwise perfect

Terrible street tree pruning, over-development 
in Safety Beach

Table 6 – Listening Post poster 2
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What do you think is unique about the look of 
your neighbourhood/street?
Blairgowrie De-weed foreshore. Decent-sustainable 

building design, plant greenery/trees/
streetscapes

Building materials- cheap building, 
bulky, loss of vegetation.

St Andrews Beach Protection of local flora and fauna

Less chemicals - supporting farmers 
and producers who are biodynamic and 
organic. We need more $$ support and 
to encourage them

Sustainable building practices, inspired 
buildings, Earth Buildings, renewable 
energy, ex. Wind power - solar power

Enhancement of natural environment

Responsible rubbish removal with all 
developments

Recycle - reuse - compost systems in 
home

Tapestry of subdivision and lot sizes 
- larger lots assist with borrowed 
landscape for smaller lots

Viewlines to and from the ridgeline

Portsea Leave as is please 

Rye That it is not over developed! 
Otherwise we will ruin the ambience 
Our infrastructure doesn't support 
overdevelopment, it's out of town, 
proximity to such beautiful areas - used 
to be a lot of empty lots, now barely any

Rye  to CS bike track - poor relative to 
Rosebud/CS needs attention please

Sorrento Façades of old buildings, loss of the 
hardware store, too much development

What do you dislike about the look of your 
neighbourhood/street?
Rosebud Not enough signage on paths

No footpaths, old run-down homes

No more money into Sorrento and Mornington

Not enough footpaths

Rye No specific bike paths. Not just bikes on roads

No footpaths

Sorrento Don't like the Council monitoring of new builds/
rebuilds. Build on boundary lines - footprint of 
house same as land. Disappointing.

 

Table 7 – Listening Post poster 3
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3.7 Listening Posts

There were a range of Listening Posts held 
throughout the towns across the project study 
area.

Seven of the eight held were advertised, with an 
additional Listening Post added in Mornington 
after the consultation collateral had been 
distributed. 

All were relatively successful, however were very 
weather dependent, with some having less foot 
traffic due to either oppressive heat or rainfall.

It is noted that these were open to all residents 
within the study area, and not restricted to the 
town that the Listening Post was located in, 
however, many participants were local.

It is also noted that all Listening Posts were 
located along the Port Philip Bay side of the 
peninsula, as the neighbourhood character 
responses from the Coastal Villages and 
Neighbourhoods project will be used for the 
Western Port townships. 

2 February 2019
MOUNT ELIZA

The Listening Post was moved from the 
Village Green Park, to the front of a cafe on 
the corner of Canadian Bay Road and Mt Eliza 
Way as there was a music event being set 
up in the advertised location. Workers at the 
event redirected people to our site, and the 
new location proved to be a success with high 
amounts of foot traffic passing by. 

Mount Eliza was relatively successful, with many 
of the locals showing a significant amount of 
interest in the project. The listening post was 
consistently busy all morning while the weather 
was cool and locals were out at breakfast or a 
walk.

The posters were popular with Mount Eliza 
locals, as this activity enabled interaction with 
a wide range of age groups as children and 
families were able to put ideas on the board. 

Recurring themes at this post were tree 
coverage and the lack of footpaths in residential 
areas. There was some debate about whether 
there should be more or less footpaths as many 
residents said that they required more for less-
abled people, students and elderly residents to 
safely move around. 
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MORNINGTON

The second consultation post was held in Main 
Street, Mornington between the Post office and 
Westpac Bank. 

It is noted that this consultation post was 
consistently busy for the first hour although it 
slowed down after 3pm when the temperature 
exceeded 35 degrees. The posters were, once 
again, a popular engagement tool, although 
residents were more reluctant to engage 
with hard copy surveys at this post as it was 
very hot, and they wanted to escape the heat. 
The postcards were a more effective tool at 
this post as they allowed people to provide 
information at a later (cooler) time. 

Similar to the Mount Eliza listening post, nearly 
all participants at this listening post were from 
Mornington (with a few from Mount Martha).

The Mornington post ran until 4pm at which 
point the centre was relatively quiet. The main 
issues at this post were parking in residential 
areas, retention of low density housing and 
‘inappropriate development’. 

6 February 2019
DROMANA

Dromana was relatively quiet for foot traffic, 
with passing people not being permanent or 
temporary residents, but mostly visitors. People 
who did participate were all from Dromana.

The location was generally quiet, however most 
of the main shopping strip was quiet and people 
were deterred by the hot weather and strong 
winds from the beach-front.

During a period with little foot traffic, two of 
the project team went to the entrance of the 
Woolworths shopping centre nearby, however 
only one hard copy survey was filled in.

Common themes for people who participated 
in the poster boards at the consultation were 
safety, footpaths and fencing. There were 
also many comments made about general 
maintenance of streetscapes in both verges and 
private gardens. 
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ROSEBUD

Rosebud had relatively more foot traffic. 
However the advertised location was deemed 
not suitable and the set up was moved over 
towards the cafés next to the Woolworths 
car park instead as this had more pedestrian 
activity.

Almost all of the participants were from 
Rosebud, and were willing to stop and chat 
about various issues, both project and non-
project related. In the case they were not 
project related, they were given a general 
feedback form which will be passed onto 
Council.

Comments here also mostly related to the 
footpaths (or lack of) in the area.

Some school kids also had their say, as many 
were walking home from the nearby school after 
3:30pm. Most of the foot traffic waned after 
this as the weather grew increasingly hot and 
windy.

9 February 2019
RYE

The Listening Post was set-up in two different 
locations. The first location was very exposed to 
weather. For the first hour and half the weather 
became progressively worse, with strong gusts 
of wind and heavy rain. A decision was made to 
shift the stall to under the awning of the nearby 
café (about 10 metres away). 

Because of the weather pedestrian traffic was 
extremely low. Another issue with the Listening 
Post was the consistently high volume of 
traffic on Point Nepean Road which was very 
noisy, made it difficult to hear and reduced the 
attractiveness of the area to congregate. 

Nobody attended the stall between 8.50am 
and approximately 10.15pm when the stall was 
relocated due to worsening weather conditions. 

Concerns related to over-development of lots 
and that the infrastructure in Rye can’t support 
this over-development. Loss of vegetation, and 
the preservation of views to and from the sand-
dune ridge that runs along sections of Rye. The 
loss of older houses was also a concern.  
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Blairgowrie

The Listening Post was conducted at the main 
set of retail shops in Blairgowrie, on a service 
road just off Point Nepean Road.  

Blairgowrie was busy, and there was a constant 
stream of pedestrians throughout the listening 
post. Project staff focused on handing out 
postcards and engaging and discussing the 
project with passers-by, including a member of 
the local community group.

Of all the stalls that day, people at Blairgowrie 
were the most engaging, with many participants 
giving information on what they liked and 
disliked about development in the local area. 

Blairgowrie seemed to have the most locals of 
Listening Posts held that day. This could have 
been due to the location as many locals were 
heading towards the IGA X-press.

Of those people who discussed the project, 
their concerns related to over-development 
and the increasing prominence of the built form 
(anything above 3 storeys) in the local area, 
such as new dwellings or ‘McMansions’ which 
dominate sites. Clearance of vegetation was a 
concern and storm water management. 

Sorrento

Listening Post was located on the corner of 
Ocean Beach Road and George Street, in front 
of the Commonwealth Bank (which was closed). 
This location was highly visible, and in a high 
traffic area. The main street of Sorrento (Ocean 
Beach Road) was extremely busy, both in terms 
of vehicles and pedestrians, and there was a 
constant, high volume of people passing the 
Listening Post. 

Three people focused on handing out and 
intercepting people as they passed by. There 
were many refusals as people ‘weren’t from 
the local area’, however towards the end of the 
Listening Post many locals engaged with the 
Listening Post and had a strong interest in the 
project.

People who discussed the project were 
concerned about over-development, referencing 
some multi-storey apartment buildings in the 
main street that were not in keeping with the 
colonial character of Sorrento. 

Overall, people were very positive about the 
project, although one person thought too much 
character had already been lost.
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3.8 Interviews

Two combined interviews were undertaken 
towards the end of the consultation period. 
These were with different community and 
interest groups that requested an interview 
with Council and project staff. The below table 
summarises the discussion at each interview. 

Interview 1

Attendees • David Gill - Mayor Cr David Gill
• Rosa Zouzoulas - MPS
• Martin Chin - MPS
• Chad Griffiths - Ethos Urban
• Ian Morrison - Mornington Peninsula Ratepayers and Residents Association Inc.
• Leigh Eustace - Ranelagh Residents Association
• Peter Avery - Peninsula Speaks
• Alan Nelsen - McCrae Action Group
• Hilary Jones - Mount Eliza Woodland Residents Association
• David Robinson - Mount Eliza 55 Plus Club

Summary • Neighbourhood character a recurring theme in VCAT.
• Neighbourhood character should be about low density and low rise, vegetation retention, 

preserving shared viewlines, with these particularly significant to McCrae.
• Laments vegetation loss despite garden area requirements.
• Notes a good result from the two storey/8m height overlay introduced to McCrae.
• McCrae residents objected to footpaths, only 20% want them, footpaths were objected to 

because it isn’t with the village character and is too formalised.
• More emphasis needed on pre-app stage.
• Flinders village is a good example of retaining the village characteristics.
• Laments vegetation loss.
• Flinders also has conflict regarding the construction of footpaths.
• Fencing issues - needs to be a balance between privacy and streetscape aesthetics.
• Moonscaping, vanilla development and loss of vegetation needs to be fixed.
• Vegetation is key to protecting neighbourhood character
• Mount Eliza Way is a good example of street trees providing character
• Retain the village atmosphere, no high rise in Mt Eliza or Mornington.
• Threats from large developments in Mount Eliza
• Issue with two storeys in Ranelagh, need to maintain Burley Griffins design.
• Happy with outcomes of DDO18 that denotes bushland character, open fences, large blocks in 

Mount Eliza Woodlands
• Front fencing is a growing issue
• Vegetation removal is also a growing problem
• Street trees provide great value - need more.

Table 8 – Interview Summary
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Interview 2

Attendees • Martin Chin - MPS
• Chad Griffiths - Ethos Urban
• Mechelle Cheers - Rye Community Group Alliance
• Ray Herbert - Southern Peninsula Probus Club
• Judy Walsh - Friends of Collins Settlement
• Christine Granger - Nepean Ratepayers Association
• Rosanne Pittard - Merricks Beach Residents Association
• Katherine Clarke - Merricks Beach Residents Association

Summary • Pressure of tourism is felt on streetscapes - loss of vegetation, boundary-to-boundary 
development.

• Tourism effects village feel of Blairgowrie, Rye, Sorrento and perhaps Portsea.
• Point Nepean has a good semi-rural feel
• Peninsula experiencing fast rates of change to housing
• Issues concerning fencing and 2-lot subdivisions.
• Vegetation on the southern end of the Peninsula needs stronger controls.
• Native vegetation is a significant characteristic of the Southern Peninsula.
• Laments loss of White Cliffs Hill’s natural landscape
• Concerns regarding the vegetation removal exemptions due to the bushfire planning provisions 

which has changed the streetscape.
• Poor developments characterised by bulky design, poor colours and out of character.
• Vegetation in Merricks Beach should dominate over built form
• Unmade roads, no footpaths
• Wire or no fencing - Permeable side fencing.

• New buildings need to be sympathetic to older ones.

• Heavy vegetation is in character and good for the climate.

• Vegetation removal is an issue, and lost veg needs to be replaced

• DDO2 is a good example regarding building heights, setbacks, colours, roofs, gardens

• Conflict between viewlines and native trees
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3.9 Submissions

Table 9 – Submissions

Method of Engagement Participants

Emailed/Written 
Submissions

15 Submissions

There were 15 submissions in total, submitted 
separately to the project surveys. These were 
either emailed or written. A summary of the 
submissions can be found in the table.

*Individual names have been removed to protect 
the privacy of submitters.

Table 10 – Submissions Summary

No. Residents 
Group Date Area Summary

1 No 16/01/19 All Would like attractive neat street trees like Hawthorn, Brighton 
or Toorak. Large trees aren’t currently being maintained and 
destroy footpaths. Extra parking needs to be considered without 
the time restrictions. Accessibility needs to be considered when 
constructing footpaths for those with wheelchairs and walking 
aides.

2 No 29/01/19 Blairgowrie Would like regulation against high paling fences, in preference 
for lower more transparent fencing to encourage the bushland 
character.

3 No 31/01/19 St Andrews 
Beach

A coastal village with an abundance of flora and fauna. Lots of 
street trees and vegetation, and mostly no footpaths and roads 
without gutters. Notes all long-term residents would like it to stay 
this way and would like this character protected.

4 No 4/02/19 McCrae New housing with dominant built form and high solid fencing 
has detracted from the old character of McCrae. No new tree 
plantings after recent tree removals.

5 McCrae 
Action 
Group

8/02/19 McCrae The policy to protect the current character found in McCrae must 
be strengthened, with future planning to seek the aim of promoting 
“green neighbourhoods”. Residents dislike the intense wall-to-wall 
development occurring along the Peninsula. New development 
should have proper regard for the established streetscape  and 
development pattern and built form. Wishes to protect shared view 
lines.

6 No 12/02/19 All Would like Council to consider the implementation of the 
Biodiversity Sensitive Urban Design (BSUD) across different 
character areas of the Mornington Peninsula. This is with the 
purpose that places experiencing urbanisation within the Peninsula 
will have their biodiversity assets and values protected throughout 
this occurring. 

7 No 14/02/19 Mornington Submits a question regarding the Belura Hill Characteristic and 
Vegetation Overlay, and if this has been written into policy and 
local planning laws. Over development, and oversized homes are 
impacting the local character of the Belura Hill area, otherwise the 
character people love will be lost forever. 
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No. Residents 
Group Date Area Summary

8 No 15/02/19 Mornington St Macartan's an the associated car park should be protected 
from development. The proposed retirement village and aged care 
is not wanted by the people of Mornington on this site.

9 No 16/02/19 Mount 
Martha

Refers to a recent VCAT case that involved inappropriate 
development. Wishes for Councillors and Council planners to put 
character preservation into practice, particularly in Mount Martha.

10 No 16/02/19 Mornington New development is too dominant in built form, with excessive 
removal of vegetation. Higher density developments need car 
parking for visitors to avoid parking on the street. Subdivision is 
restrictive to avoid dwellings on small lots, but many of these are 
turned into medium density housing. More green space, trees and 
vegetation policy and requirements are needed in the area.

11 Merricks 
Beach 
Residents 
Association

17/02/19 Merricks 
Beach

The MBRA note the importance of DDOs and other overlays in 
governing change in the area, and that the unmade roads and 
roadside vegetation are highly valued characteristics of the 
Merricks area. The houses have an informal beach side character, 
with lots of vegetation and little distinction between house 
blocks. Housing is not dominant in form with minimal side and 
front fencing. Some residents felt the design responses from the 
2007/2008 NCS to be too restrictive.

12 Rye 
Community 
Group 
Alliance

17/02/19 Rye Rye is characterised by the areas prominence of native vegetation, 
with remnant Moonah woodland along road reserves drainage 
reserves, footpaths, residential blocks and vacant blocks. Houses 
were mostly single-storey, and when there were double storey 
dwellings the often have large garden areas. Recently this has 
become less common in new development, with height and setback 
becoming a big issues. Many Rye residents are not happy with the 
"emerging character of the area, with large building footprints 
and built form becoming more common. This leaves less room 
for vegetation and garden areas, and what is left is often not 
permeable landscaping.

13 Ranelagh 
Resident's 
Association

18/02/19 Mount Eliza Streetscape is the most important characteristic in this area. 
The RRA made a request for street trees as no replacement 
plantings have been made in the past. (Appendix H) Ranelagh 
Estate specifically is characterised by the native street trees and 
large pocket-park sized traffic islands. Low density housing with 
large gardens, allowing a mix of single and double storey dwellings 
and limited fencing heights required to be 50% open. Recently 
uncharacteristically large houses with a dominant built form and 
high solid fencing have been permitted in the areas.

14 No 24/02/19 All Notes excessive vegetation clearing as a major concern regarding 
the changing character throughout the Mornington Peninsula. 
Unmade local roads are highly valued by the locals as they 
contribute the rural character of the area. These should be 
maintained by Council for public safety and accessibility reasons. 
Rural style fencing such as posts, rails and wire contribute the 
neighbourhood character. Council should regulate fencing in certain 
areas. Unpaved walking trails should be included for maintenance in 
Council's footpath strategy. Large building footprints with no room 
for gardens should not be allowed, and no more than two storeys. 
Underground service should also be encouraged to allow for the 
bushland character.

15 McCrae 
Action 
Group

1/03/19 McCrae Further submission to the interview undertaken. Specifically about 
the loss of vegetation within the area, and native trees due to 
new developments not keeping in character with the existing and 
preferred character. Mentions a specific planning application that 
shows a loss of large gardens that are characteristic of the area, 
which Council refused and is now being taken to VCAT.
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4.0 Analysis of Consultation Data 

4.1 Overview

Common Concerns and Threats

Many participants are concerned that the 
character of their local areas changing due to 
development pressures and new residents to 
the area. Threats to character are consistent 
between many areas within the Mornington 
Peninsula, with many participants agreeing that 
the following were concerns or threats to local 
character:

• Inappropriate design and development
• Excessive removal of vegetation 
• Solid fencing
• Large building footprints and boundary-to-

boundary development
The most common character elements that 
these related to included:

• Built height and form
• Gardens and landscaping
• Public realm

Common Aspirations

Interestingly, many participants refer to past 
or current characteristics as the preferred 
neighbourhood character in their area. This 
includes things such as native vegetation and 
the modest built form of dwellings, all of which 
contribute to an overarching coastal or rural 
identity.

Things that people would like to see more of 
include vegetation planting and replacement of 
lost vegetation, as well as features that were 
once predominant in an area such as minimal 
fencing or unsealed roads to be maintained.

The most common character elements that 
these related to included:

• Gardens and landscaping
• Existing character
• Fencing
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4.2 Township Summaries

The following table identifies the concerns/
threats and aspirations for neighbourhood 
character that each area identified in the 
consultation period.

It is noted that Arthurs Seat and Tootgarook 
are not included in the table as there was 
insufficient data provided to undertake an 
analysis of the responses given.
Table 11 – Analysis of township responses

CHARACTER 
ELEMENT CONCERN OR THREAT ASPIRATION

BAXTER

Building height 
and form

• Threat of inappropriate development 
and design

Gardens and 
landscaping

• Poor maintenance (houses and street 
trees)

• More trees, and protection of 
vegetation

BLAIRGOWRIE

Gardens and 
landscaping

• Excessive removal of vegetation

Front fencing • Large, solid fencing • Minimal fencing

Building height 
and form

•  Threat of inappropriate development 
and design
 - “Too many new homes occupying 

large amounts of lot area”

• Retain bush character and trees
 - “I like the Tea Tree setting”

Public realm •  Retain unmade roads

CAPE SCHANCK

Public realm • Poor accessibility (footpaths)

Building height 
and form

•  Threat of inappropriate development 
and design

•  Good quality design and 
architecture

Gardens and 
landscaping

•  More trees, and protection of 
vegetation

Existing 
character

•  Retain rural coastal character
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CHARACTER 
ELEMENT CONCERN OR THREAT ASPIRATION

CAPEL SOUND

Gardens and 
landscaping

• Excessive removal of vegetation
 - “People are removing native 

vegetation from nature strips”

• Retain and encourage native 
vegetation
 - “There is native vegetation 

on the side of roads”
Existing 
character

•  Retain coastal character

DROMANA

Public realm •  Lack of footpaths vs. more footpaths
•  Excessive on-street parking in local 

streets

•  More footpaths
• Retain footpaths

Built height and 
form 

• Boxy units, and other development 
that aren’t in character with 
surroundings

• Visually bulky new developments
• Threat of overdevelopment

• New development to continue to 
stay in character

• Materiality of houses that 
matched the landscape/
vegetation

Existing 
character

•  Old houses that aren’t maintained

Gardens and 
landscaping

•  More street trees

MCCRAE

Public realm • More units resulting in too much on-
street parking

Gardens and 
landscaping

•  Excessive tree removal
 - “Total clearing of blocks when a 

new development is proposed”

•  More trees (public and private 
realm)

• Tidy private gardens
Built height and 
form

•  Threat of inappropriate development 
and design

•  Low rise buildings

Fencing • Limited fencing

Existing 
character

•  Retain coastal character

MORNINGTON

Built height and 
form

• Threat of taller buildings, particularly 
along Main Street

•  Too many housing developments
Public Realm • Lack of footpaths vs. more footpaths
Gardens and 
landscaping

• Lack of vegetation and landscaping in 
new developments

•  Excessive tree removal – no 
replacement plantings

• More tree plantings (public and 
private realm)
 - “Gardens are carefully 

landscaped with floral 
vegetation and tree plantings”

Existing 
character

• Retain the village feel, particularly 
of Main Street
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CHARACTER 
ELEMENT CONCERN OR THREAT ASPIRATION

MOUNT ELIZA

Public realm •  Lack of footpaths vs. more footpaths
 - “Not enough footpaths for 

people with walking difficulties”
•  Poor accessibility in residential areas

Gardens and 
landscaping

• Excessive removal of vegetation
 - “Moonscaping of land to 

build overbearing homes”

•  More native vegetation
 - “We like the absence of 

‘manicured suburbia’”
•  Tree-lined street need to be 

maintained
Existing 
character

• Retain bushland character and 
village feel

Fencing •  High, solid fencing •  Minimal fencing
 - “Low or no fencing creates 

a closer community”
MOUNT MARTHA

Built height and 
form

•  Threat of Overdevelopment
•  Threat of inappropriate development 

and design
 - “The unobtrusive built form of 

dwellings - this is under threat”
Gardens and 
landscaping

•  Excessive removal of vegetation
•  Lack of maintenance (housing, street 

trees)

•  Streetscapes to be maintained

Existing 
character

• Village character to be retained

PORTSEA

Existing 
character

•  Change to character • Coastal character to be 
protected

Built height and 
form

• Threat of inappropriate development 
and design
 - “Too many box houses that 

take up entire blocks”
Gardens and 
landscaping

•  Excessive removal of vegetation •  Native vegetation to be protected 
and encouraged
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CHARACTER 
ELEMENT CONCERN OR THREAT ASPIRATION

ROSEBUD

Public realm •  Lack of footpaths vs. more footpaths
 - “Quiet streets due to no footpaths”

• Poor accessibility
Gardens and 
landscaping

•  Excessive removal of native vegetation •  Abundance of vegetation
• Care for street trees

Existing 
character

• Coastal character to be 
protected

Built height and 
form

•  Mix of new and old houses that 
all respect the neighbourhood 
character

Fencing • Little to no front fences

RYE

Built height and 
form

•  Overdevelopment (due to lack of 
support from infrastructure)

•  Threat of inappropriate development 
and design
 - “Inappropriate landscaping 

like palm trees”

•  Multi storey if design is in 
character

Public realm •  Lack of footpaths

Gardens and 
landscaping

•  Abundance of native vegetation
•  Maintenance of streetscapes

Existing 
character

• Coastal character to be 
protected
 - “Has the charm of sea and 

bushland where native 
vegetation has been retained”

SAFETY BEACH

Public realm •  Increased traffic in local roads and lack 
of parking
 - “Street parking is allowed on 

both sides in a narrow street”
Existing 
character

•  Coastal character to be 
protected

Gardens and 
landscaping

•  Abundance of vegetation

SOMERVILLE

Built height and 
form

•  Threat of inappropriate development 
and design

Existing 
character

•  Coastal village character to be 
retained
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CHARACTER 
ELEMENT CONCERN OR THREAT ASPIRATION

SORRENTO

Built height and 
form

•  Overdevelopment
•  Inappropriate design and development
•  Large building footprints for new 

developments
 - “Blocks are overdeveloped 

with large site coverage, 
requiring the removal of existing 
trees and vegetation”

Gardens and 
landscaping

• Abundance of native vegetation
•  Maintained streetscapes and 

landscaping
 - “Open front yards with 

no or low fencing”
Public realm •  Retain unmade roads

Existing 
character

• Older buildings not being maintained • Coastal character to be retained

ST ANDREWS BEACH

Built height and 
form

•  Inappropriate design and development

Existing 
character

•  Coastal character to be retained
 - “Natural seaside bushland 

is unique, rustic quiet feel 
with roads and houses 
having a village feel”

Fencing • Large, solid fencing

Gardens and 
landscaping

•  Enhancement and protection of 
vegetation
 - “Mostly indigenous vegetation”

Public realm •  No footpaths
•  Retain unmade roads



APPENDICES
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APPENDIX A: Project Collateral

POSTER

You’re invited to have your say on the 
Mornington Peninsula Neighbourhood 
Character Study.

This project is about identifying and 
defining the distinctive and valued 
elements of neighbourhood character 
in the Shire’s residential areas and 
developing a set of precinct-based 

neighbourhood character guidelines 
that will help protect the existing 
character or provide for the transition 
towards a preferred future character.

At this early stage of the project,  
we would like to know what residents 
value about their town, particularly  
the character of residential areas.

For more information
 5950 1010 
 strategic.planning.projects@mornpen.vic.gov.au 
 mornpen.vic.gov.au/haveyoursay

Have  
your say

How to have your say
Fill out a survey:  

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/haveyoursay

Attend a Listening Post:  
Mount Eliza 2 February, 10am – 12pm 
Village Green Park surrounded by  
Mount Eliza Way, Canadian Bay Road  
and Ranelagh Drive.

Mornington 2 February, 2 – 4pm 
Front of Australia Post, Main Street.

Dromana 6 February, 10am – 12pm 
Front of NAB, corner of Nepean 
Highway and Pier Street.

Rosebud 6 February, 2 – 4pm 
Rosebud Beach Shopping Centre  
signpost, near Woolworths. 

Rye 9 February, 9 – 11am 
Clock tower on the northern  
end of Napier Street.

Blairgowrie 9 February, 12 – 2pm 
Front of IGA X-press, corner of Wilson 
Road and Point Nepean Road (service 
lane).

Sorrento 9 February, 3 – 5pm 
Front of Sorrento Beachside  
Visitor Information Centre,  
corner of George Street  
and Ocean Beach Road.
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POSTCARD

Fill out a survey and register  
to receive project updates: 

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/haveyoursay

Talk to our project team  
at a Listening Post:

Mount Eliza 2 February, 10am – 12pm 
Village Green Park surrounded by  
Mount Eliza Way, Canadian Bay Road  
and Ranelagh Drive.

Mornington 2 February, 2 – 4pm 
Front of Australia Post, Main Street.

Dromana 6 February, 10am – 12pm 
Front of National Australia Bank, corner of 
Nepean Highway and Pier Street.

Rosebud 6 February, 2 – 4pm 
Rosebud Beach Shopping Centre  
signpost, where Woolworths is located. 

Rye 9 February, 9 – 11am 
Clock tower on the northern end  
of Napier Street.

Blairgowrie 9 February, 12 – 2pm 
Front of IGA X-press, corner of Wilson Road 
and Point Nepean Road (service lane).

Sorrento 9 February, 3 – 5pm 
Front of Sorrento Beachside  
Visitor Information Centre, corner of  
George Street and Ocean Beach Road.

How to have your say

 
For more information, see overleaf or visit 

 5950 1010  
 strategic.planning.projects@mornpen.vic.gov.au 
 mornpen.vic.gov.au/haveyoursay

Have your say
Mornington Peninsula Neighbourhood Character Study
You’re invited to provide your thoughts on 
the Mornington Peninsula Neighbourhood 
Character Study. 

This project is about identifying and defining 
the distinctive and valued elements of 
neighbourhood character in the Shire’s 
residential areas and developing a set of 
precinct-based neighbourhood character 

guidelines that will help protect the  
existing character or provide for the 
transition towards a preferred  
future character.

At this early stage of the project,  
we would like to know what residents  
value about their town, particularly  
the character of residential areas.
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BULLETIN

Have your say:  
Neighbourhood character study

For more information
 5950 1010 
 strategic.planning.projects@mornpen.vic.gov.au 
 mornpen.vic.gov.au/haveyoursay

You’re invited to provide your thoughts on 
the Mornington Peninsula Neighbourhood 
Character Study.
This project is about identifying and defining the  
distinctive and valued elements of neighbourhood 
character in the Shire’s residential areas and developing  
a set of precinct-based neighbourhood character 
guidelines that will manage and shape new  
development so that it responds to its context  
and contributes to a preferred future character.

Through this project a detailed assessment of the design 
and character of our urban residential areas is currently 
being undertaken and we would like your help in identifying 
what you believe are the most important landscape and 
built form characteristics of your neighbourhood.

We would love to know:
• What do you like about your neighbourhood’s character?
• What do you dislike about your  

neighbourhood’s character?
• Does your area have neighbourhood  

character that is unique?
• Are there any new developments which  

you think are successful/unsuccessful?
For more information about this project, turn  
over the flyer or visit the project webpage: 

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/haveyoursay

How to have your say
Fill out a survey: The best way to have your say is to  
fill out a survey, which is available online via the project 
webpage. Data collected will be essential in shaping  
the outcomes of the project.

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/haveyoursay

Surveys close on 17 February at midnight.

Attend a Listening Post: Talk to our project team  
at a Listening Post at one of the following locations.

Mount Eliza – 2 February, 10am – 12pm 
Village Green Park, surrounded by Mount Eliza Way, 
Canadian Bay Road and Ranelagh Drive

Mornington – 2 February, 2 – 4pm 
Outside Australia Post, Main Street

Dromana – 6 February, 10am – 12pm 
Outside National Australia Bank, corner  
of Nepean Highway and Pier Street

Rosebud – 6 February, 2 – 4pm 
Rosebud Beach Shopping Centre signpost,  
near Woolworths

Rye – 9 February, 9am – 11pm 
Clock tower on northern end of Napier Street

Blairgowrie – 9 February, 12 – 2pm 
Outside IGA X-press, corner of Wilson Road  
and Point Nepean Road (service road)

Sorrento – 9 February, 3 – 5pm 
Outside the Sorrento Beachside Visitor Information Centre

Stay up to date: By visiting the Have Your Say project 
webpage, you can also register your interest to receive 
project updates.
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Have your say:  
Neighbourhood character study

Project Study Area
The study will focus on the residential zoned areas of the 
Shire. These areas predominantly comprise the General 
Residential Zone (GRZ) and Low Density Residential  
Zone (LDRZ) within the Urban Growth Boundary (UGB),  
but also include some small pockets of GRZ and LDRZ 
land outside of the UGB.

Everyone living within these areas is encouraged to 
provide feedback about the landscape and built form 
characteristics of their neighbourhood they most value.

What is Neighbourhood Character?
The neighbourhood character of an area is a combination 
of characteristics including buildings, vegetation and 
topography. It is the relationship between these different 
characteristics that make a place, town or neighbourhood 
distinctive. Accordingly, this project will examine the 
following elements of each residential area:

• The landscape setting, including views;
• Streetscape qualities including street trees,  

nature strips, footpaths, road widths;
• Private garden styles and vegetation;
• Building forms including roofs and architectural style;
• Building spacing and setbacks;
• Building materials, colours and finishes; and
• Car parking and vehicular access.

It is important to ensure that new development within 
significant areas respects and contributes to the 
established character. 

To achieve this outcome, the Study will identify areas 
subject to significant development pressure, as well as 
examples of inappropriate development. With these threats 
and challenges in mind, the Study will recommend a range 
of design guidelines and techniques to encourage new 
development to be sympathetic to its context.

Sorrento

Portsea

Blairgowrie

Rosebud

Dromana

Safety Beach

Mount Martha

Mount Eliza

Somerville

Tyabb

Bittern

Crib Point

Somers

Balnarring

Merricks
Red Hill

Shoreham

Cape Schanck

Flinders

Mornington

Hastings

Western Port Bay

Port Phillip Bay
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APPENDIX B: General Public Survey

Privacy statement 
Submissions received, including the name of the submitter, may be published on Council’s website and may form part of the public record of the 
relevant Council and Committee meetings. Personal information, including contact details, and any offensive, defamatory or third party personal 
information will not be published. You may access personal information you have provided to the Shire at any time and make corrections. 
Our Privacy Policy can be found at mornpen.vic.gov.au/privacy. If you have any concerns about the use and disclosure of your  
personal information please contact the Shire’s Privacy officer at privacy@mornpen.vic.gov.au.

Neighbourhood Character Study

Have your say

Page 1

Project background
We’re inviting the community to provide input to the  
Mornington Peninsula Neighbourhood Character Study and 
Guidelines (entire municipality). The project will guide future 
development across all residential areas of the municipality.

The Mornington Peninsula Neighbourhood Character  
Study and Guidelines seeks to determine areas where 
neighbourhood character values exist within the municipality  
and whether they require protection or enhancement.

This Study, which is underpinned by the recently adopted  
Housing and Settlement Strategy, will deliver on the Shire’s 
commitment to improve and protect the unique characteristics of 
the Mornington Peninsula as set out in the Council Plan 2017-21.

The aim of this Study is to establish a set of principles to  
guide the design of new housing in different parts of the  
Shire to help ensure new buildings respect our established 
townships, settlements and natural environment.

For more information, please contact the  
Planning Services Unit at Mornington Peninsula Shire: 

 5950 1010

Have your say
Community consultation is currently 
open until Sunday 17 February.
Submit an online survey: 

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/haveyoursay

You can have your say at one of our drop in sessions:

Community listening post 1 – Mount Eliza 
2 February, 10am – 12pm 
Village Green Park surrounded by Mount Eliza Way,  
Canadian Bay Road and Ranelagh Drive

Community listening post 2 – Mornington 
2 February, 2 – 4pm 
Front of Australia Post, Main Street

Community listening post 3 – Dromana 
6 February, 10am – 12pm 
Front of National Australia Bank, corner  
of Nepean Highway and Pier Street.

Community listening post 4 – Rosebud 
6 February, 2pm to 4pm 
Rosebud Beach Shopping Centre signpost,  
where Woolworths is located

Community listening post 5 – Rye 
9 February, 9 – 11am 
Clock tower on the northern end of Napier Street

Community listening post 6 – Blairgowrie 
9 February 2019, 12pm to 2pm 
Front of IGA X-press, corner of Wilson Road  
and Point Nepean Road (service lane)

Community listening post 7 – Sorrento 
9 February 2019, 3pm to 5pm 
Front of Sorrento Beachside Visitor Information Centre,  
corner of George Street and Ocean Beach Road
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Privacy statement 
Submissions received, including the name of the submitter, may be published on Council’s website and may form part of the public record of the 
relevant Council and Committee meetings. Personal information, including contact details, and any offensive, defamatory or third party personal 
information will not be published. You may access personal information you have provided to the Shire at any time and make corrections. 
Our Privacy Policy can be found at mornpen.vic.gov.au/privacy. If you have any concerns about the use and disclosure of your  
personal information please contact the Shire’s Privacy officer at privacy@mornpen.vic.gov.au.

Neighbourhood Character Study

Have your say

Page 2

Your details

Name

Phone

Email address

Would you like to register for project updates?

Yes Yes, but I do not wish to complete the survey No

Which of the following best describes your connection to Mornington Peninsula Shire?

Resident (permanent) Resident (temporary) Complete Questions 1 and 2

Worker Visitor Trader Complete Question 3 

1. Which Mornington Peninsula township do you live in?

Arthurs Seat Fingal Mount Eliza Somers

Balnarring Flinders Mount Martha Somerville

Balnarring Beach Hastings Pearcedale Sorrento

Baxter HMAS Cerberus Point Leo St Andrews Beach

Bittern Main Ridge Portsea Stony Point

Blairgowrie McCrae Red Hill Tootgarook 

Boneo Merricks Red Hill South Tuerong

Cape Schanck Merricks Beach Rosebud Tyabb

Capel Sound Merricks North Rye

Crib Point Moorooduc Safety Beach

Dromana Mornington Shoreham
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Privacy statement 
Submissions received, including the name of the submitter, may be published on Council’s website and may form part of the public record of the 
relevant Council and Committee meetings. Personal information, including contact details, and any offensive, defamatory or third party personal 
information will not be published. You may access personal information you have provided to the Shire at any time and make corrections. 
Our Privacy Policy can be found at mornpen.vic.gov.au/privacy. If you have any concerns about the use and disclosure of your  
personal information please contact the Shire’s Privacy officer at privacy@mornpen.vic.gov.au.

Neighbourhood Character Study

Have your say

Page 3

2. Which household type best describes your living arrangements?

Couple with children Couple without children Single parent with children Lone household

Share household Other arrangement:

What age category do you fit into?

Under 18 18 – 35 36 – 60 61 – 75 75+

How long have you been visiting, working or living in your area?

Days (please specify):

Months (please specify):

Years (please specify):

3. Which Mornington Peninsula township do you work/visit/trade in?

Arthurs Seat Fingal Mount Eliza Somers

Balnarring Flinders Mount Martha Somerville

Balnarring Beach Hastings Pearcedale Sorrento

Baxter HMAS Cerberus Point Leo St Andrews Beach

Bittern Main Ridge Portsea Stony Point

Blairgowrie McCrae Red Hill Tootgarook 

Boneo Merricks Red Hill South Tuerong

Cape Schanck Merricks Beach Rosebud Tyabb

Capel Sound Merricks North Rye

Crib Point Moorooduc Safety Beach

Dromana Mornington Shoreham
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Privacy statement 
Submissions received, including the name of the submitter, may be published on Council’s website and may form part of the public record of the 
relevant Council and Committee meetings. Personal information, including contact details, and any offensive, defamatory or third party personal 
information will not be published. You may access personal information you have provided to the Shire at any time and make corrections. 
Our Privacy Policy can be found at mornpen.vic.gov.au/privacy. If you have any concerns about the use and disclosure of your  
personal information please contact the Shire’s Privacy officer at privacy@mornpen.vic.gov.au.

Neighbourhood Character Study

Have your say

Page 4

What makes your area/street look unique/different to other areas  
within the Mornington Peninsula?

1

2

3

What do you like about the look/character of your town  
(landscape, vegetation,streetscape, buildings)?

1

2

3

What do you dislike about the look/character of your town  
(landscape, vegetation, streetscape, buildings)?

1

2

3
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Privacy statement 
Submissions received, including the name of the submitter, may be published on Council’s website and may form part of the public record of the 
relevant Council and Committee meetings. Personal information, including contact details, and any offensive, defamatory or third party personal 
information will not be published. You may access personal information you have provided to the Shire at any time and make corrections. 
Our Privacy Policy can be found at mornpen.vic.gov.au/privacy. If you have any concerns about the use and disclosure of your  
personal information please contact the Shire’s Privacy officer at privacy@mornpen.vic.gov.au.

Neighbourhood Character Study

Have your say

Page 5

Projects

Thinking about new housing which has been built on the Mornington Peninsula over the past 10 years, which specific 
developments/types of development do you think have been successful? Which have been less successful? Please explain 
reason for choosing this example (such as location, quality of building or landscaping, planning process etc.)

List three projects that have been successful.

Project 1 Project 2 Project 3

Successful project location 
(address if possible)

Why was it successful?

List three projects that have been unsuccessful.

Project 1 Project 2 Project 3

Unsuccessful project 
location (address if possible)

Why was it unsuccessful?
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Privacy statement 
Submissions received, including the name of the submitter, may be published on Council’s website and may form part of the public record of the 
relevant Council and Committee meetings. Personal information, including contact details, and any offensive, defamatory or third party personal 
information will not be published. You may access personal information you have provided to the Shire at any time and make corrections. 
Our Privacy Policy can be found at mornpen.vic.gov.au/privacy. If you have any concerns about the use and disclosure of your  
personal information please contact the Shire’s Privacy officer at privacy@mornpen.vic.gov.au.

Neighbourhood Character Study

Have your say

Page 6

Have your say:
In person: You can fill out this survey and return 
it to any of our customer service offices. 
Rosebud Office 90 Besgrove Street, 3939 
Mornington Office 2 Queen Street, 3931 
Hastings Office 21 Marine Parade, 3915 
Somerville Office 1085 Frankston-Flinders 
Road, within Somerville Library, 3912

By email, with the subject line  
‘Neighbourhood Character Study’:  

 haveyoursay@mornpen.vic.gov.au 

Online: You can complete an online survey 
or download a hardcopy survey. 

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/haveyoursay

By mail: You can write or mail this survey to 
Attention: Planning Team 
Re: Neighbourhood Character Study 
Mornington Peninsula Shire, 
Private Bag 1000, Rosebud, VIC 3939

Additional comments
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APPENDIX C: Community Group Survey

Privacy statement 
Submissions received, including the name of the submitter, may be published on Council’s website and may form part of the public record of the 
relevant Council and Committee meetings. Personal information, including contact details, and any offensive, defamatory or third party personal 
information will not be published. You may access personal information you have provided to the Shire at any time and make corrections. 
Our Privacy Policy can be found at mornpen.vic.gov.au/privacy. If you have any concerns about the use and disclosure of your  
personal information please contact the Shire’s Privacy officer at privacy@mornpen.vic.gov.au.

Neighbourhood Character Study 
(Community/special interest group)

Have your say

Page 2

Your details

Name

Phone

Email address

Would you like to register for project updates?

Yes Yes, but I do not wish to complete the survey No

Community/Special Interest Group

Name of group (include 
which area you represent)

Your role within the group

Tell us a bit about your group – e.g. purpose, membership numbers, any other details

When thinking about the group you represent, what makes your town  
unique/different to other areas within the Mornington Peninsula?

When thinking about the group you represent, what does your group generally like about the look/character of your town? 
(landscape, vegetation, streetscape, buildings)

When thinking about the group you represent, what does your group generally dislike about the look/character of your town? 
(landscape, vegetation, streetscape, buildings)
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Privacy statement 
Submissions received, including the name of the submitter, may be published on Council’s website and may form part of the public record of the 
relevant Council and Committee meetings. Personal information, including contact details, and any offensive, defamatory or third party personal 
information will not be published. You may access personal information you have provided to the Shire at any time and make corrections. 
Our Privacy Policy can be found at mornpen.vic.gov.au/privacy. If you have any concerns about the use and disclosure of your  
personal information please contact the Shire’s Privacy officer at privacy@mornpen.vic.gov.au.

Neighbourhood Character Study 
(Community/special interest group)

Have your say

Page 3

Projects

Thinking about new housing which has been built on the Mornington Peninsula over the past 10 years, which specific 
developments/types of development do you think have been successful? Which have been less successful? Please explain 
reason for choosing this example (such as location, quality of building or landscaping, planning process etc.)

List three projects that have been successful.

Project 1 Project 2 Project 3

Successful project location 
(address if possible)

Why was it successful?

List three projects that have been unsuccessful.

Project 1 Project 2 Project 3

Unsuccessful project 
location (address if possible)

Why was it unsuccessful?
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Privacy statement 
Submissions received, including the name of the submitter, may be published on Council’s website and may form part of the public record of the 
relevant Council and Committee meetings. Personal information, including contact details, and any offensive, defamatory or third party personal 
information will not be published. You may access personal information you have provided to the Shire at any time and make corrections. 
Our Privacy Policy can be found at mornpen.vic.gov.au/privacy. If you have any concerns about the use and disclosure of your  
personal information please contact the Shire’s Privacy officer at privacy@mornpen.vic.gov.au.

Neighbourhood Character Study 
(Community/special interest group)

Have your say

Page 4

The following design elements play a role in neighbourhood character, how do you think 
these should be managed in the future? Use words like retain, protect, encourage. Please 
specify towns otherwise we will assume your comment applies to all areas of the Shire. 

Front setbacks (how far  
the house is located  
from the front fence)

Side setbacks (distance 
between houses)

Driveways

Building Heights

Private Landscaping

Street Trees

Streets and roads

Fencing

Carports/Garages

Building Materials

Other
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Privacy statement 
Submissions received, including the name of the submitter, may be published on Council’s website and may form part of the public record of the 
relevant Council and Committee meetings. Personal information, including contact details, and any offensive, defamatory or third party personal 
information will not be published. You may access personal information you have provided to the Shire at any time and make corrections. 
Our Privacy Policy can be found at mornpen.vic.gov.au/privacy. If you have any concerns about the use and disclosure of your  
personal information please contact the Shire’s Privacy officer at privacy@mornpen.vic.gov.au.

Neighbourhood Character Study 
(Community/special interest group)

Have your say

Page 5

Have your say:
In person: You can fill out this survey and return 
it to any of our customer service offices. 
Rosebud Office 90 Besgrove Street, 3939 
Mornington Office 2 Queen Street, 3931 
Hastings Office 21 Marine Parade, 3915 
Somerville Office 1085 Frankston-Flinders 
Road, within Somerville Library, 3912

By email, with the subject line  
‘Neighbourhood Character Study’:  

 haveyoursay@mornpen.vic.gov.au 

Online: You can complete an online survey 
or download a hardcopy survey. 

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/haveyoursay

By mail: You can write or mail this survey to 
Attention: Planning Team 
Re: Neighbourhood Character Study 
Mornington Peninsula Shire, 
Private Bag 1000, Rosebud, VIC 3939

Additional comments
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APPENDIX D: Regular Users Survey

Privacy statement 
Submissions received, including the name of the submitter, may be published on Council’s website and may form part of the public record of the 
relevant Council and Committee meetings. Personal information, including contact details, and any offensive, defamatory or third party personal 
information will not be published. You may access personal information you have provided to the Shire at any time and make corrections. 
Our Privacy Policy can be found at mornpen.vic.gov.au/privacy. If you have any concerns about the use and disclosure of your  
personal information please contact the Shire’s Privacy officer at privacy@mornpen.vic.gov.au.

Neighbourhood Character Study 
Regular Users of the Planning Scheme

Have your say

Page 2

Your details

Name

Phone

Email address

Would you like to register for project updates?

Yes Yes, but I do not wish to complete the survey No

Name of business

Your role within the business

If other people are also providing insight into this survey,  
please list their name and role also

List the areas within the Mornington Peninsula that you commonly work 

Peninsula Wide Specific towns (please specify):

What do your clients commonly look for or like  
in terms of the look/character of their town?

1

2

3
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Privacy statement 
Submissions received, including the name of the submitter, may be published on Council’s website and may form part of the public record of the 
relevant Council and Committee meetings. Personal information, including contact details, and any offensive, defamatory or third party personal 
information will not be published. You may access personal information you have provided to the Shire at any time and make corrections. 
Our Privacy Policy can be found at mornpen.vic.gov.au/privacy. If you have any concerns about the use and disclosure of your  
personal information please contact the Shire’s Privacy officer at privacy@mornpen.vic.gov.au.

Neighbourhood Character Study 
Regular Users of the Planning Scheme

Have your say

Page 3

What do you dislike about the look/character of your town  
(landscape, vegetation, streetscape, buildings)?

1

2

3

Projects

Thinking about new housing which has been built on the Mornington Peninsula over the past 10 years, which specific 
developments/types of development do you think have been successful? Which have been less successful? Please explain 
reason for choosing this example (such as location, quality of building or landscaping, planning process etc.)

List three projects that have been successful.

Project 1 Project 2 Project 3

Successful project location 
(address if possible)

Why was it successful?
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Privacy statement 
Submissions received, including the name of the submitter, may be published on Council’s website and may form part of the public record of the 
relevant Council and Committee meetings. Personal information, including contact details, and any offensive, defamatory or third party personal 
information will not be published. You may access personal information you have provided to the Shire at any time and make corrections. 
Our Privacy Policy can be found at mornpen.vic.gov.au/privacy. If you have any concerns about the use and disclosure of your  
personal information please contact the Shire’s Privacy officer at privacy@mornpen.vic.gov.au.

Neighbourhood Character Study 
Regular Users of the Planning Scheme

Have your say

Page 4

Projects (continued)

List three projects that have been unsuccessful.

Project 1 Project 2 Project 3

Unsuccessful project 
location (address if possible)

Why was it unsuccessful?

When thinking about your Mornington Peninsula clients’ needs and aspirations, 
what are some insights or challenges related to neighbourhood character that you 
commonly face when handling applications for new development?

1

2

3
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The following design elements play a role in neighbourhood character, how do you think 
these should be managed in the future? Use words like retain, protect, encourage. Please 
specify towns otherwise we will assume your comment applies to all areas of the Shire. 

Front setbacks (how far  
the house is located  
from the front fence)

Side setbacks (distance 
between houses)

Driveways

Building Heights

Private Landscaping

Street Trees

Streets and roads

Fencing

Carports/Garages

Building Materials

Other
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Have your say:
In person: You can fill out this survey and return 
it to any of our customer service offices. 
Rosebud Office 90 Besgrove Street, 3939 
Mornington Office 2 Queen Street, 3931 
Hastings Office 21 Marine Parade, 3915 
Somerville Office 1085 Frankston-Flinders 
Road, within Somerville Library, 3912

By email, with the subject line  
‘Neighbourhood Character Study’:  

 haveyoursay@mornpen.vic.gov.au 

Online: You can complete an online survey 
or download a hardcopy survey. 

 mornpen.vic.gov.au/haveyoursay

By mail: You can write or mail this survey to 
Attention: Planning Team 
Re: Neighbourhood Character Study 
Mornington Peninsula Shire, 
Private Bag 1000, Rosebud, VIC 3939

Additional comments
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APPENDIX E: Youth Survey

Have 
your say

Mornington Peninsula 
Neighbourhood Character Study

Write a postcard to the mayor describing what you 
like about the street and neighbourhood you live in.

To Mayor Cr David Gill,
From:

Age:

Suburb:

School:
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AGE SUBURB SCHOOL RESPONSE

8 Mornington Mornington PS I live nearby to friends.
My street isn’t busy so my friends and I can 
play.
Lots of cats hanging around.

9 Mornington Mornington PS People care for other people.
There’s a milkbar near me - shops are close
Friends live close to me
People in community are friendly.

10 Mornington Mornington PS Its not busy.
There are nice people.
Lots of things you can access from the main 
street.

11 Capel Sound Eastbourne I’d like to see a bigger park

11 Capel Sound Tootgarook PS I think Capel Sound should change back to West 
Rosebud

11 Capel Sound Tootgarook PS I think that there should be a corner mirror so 
you can see if anyone is coming.

10 Rosebud Tootgarook PS The reason that I like Rosebud is because the 
community is nice, and I live next to the bush.

10 Rye Tootgarook PS I like where I live because its peaceful, calm and 
the community is clean.

10 Rosebud Tootgarook PS I think that the parks should be bigger

10 Capel Sound I like riding my bike to parks.

13 Somerville FCCC, Tyabb There are too many ants in Somerville. There is 
also  no 7-Eleven in Somerville the closest one 
are all 15 minutes away or more.
Please get rid of the ants and put in a 7-Eleven.

12 Somerville SSC I like the trees and the nice houses. The people 
are awesome and trees have been well taken 
care of. There are a few problems though. 
Some people in cars go into our street and do 
burnouts and there isn’t much quiet. Besides 
that my street is ok.

13 Hastings Western Port Build a bigger skatepark

10 Tyabb I don’t like how people cut down our road for a 
short cut.

11 Hastings Hastings PS I like the dog park near my street.

APPENDIX F: Youth Survey Responses
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APPENDIX G: Successful and Unsuccessful 
Developments (Survey responses)

SUCCESSFUL
Pt Leo Estate 3 Seawind court 

27 Carisbrooke Str. Frankston-flinders rd, Hastings

Seaton Carew Estate 28 Grant St, Blairgowrie

6 Dana Avenue Flinders Main Street townhouses development 

Residence at William Rd extended on cnr William Rd 
& Garden St, Blairgowrie

Jetty road Rosebud South.

Point Leo Winery 191 Point Nepean Rd Dromana 

Pt Leos Estate Parkview Apartments Esplanade

Peninsula Sands Peninsula Grange retirement village

Kinfauns estate in Bittern 1/767 Esplanade 

123 Palmerston Ave Cottage at 3793 Pt Nepean Rd. Portsea

Laneway Cafe Dromana 31-33 Ozone st

Apartment buildings in main Street Flinders 355 Sandy Road

Whitehall Rd property, Flinders Maritimio House - St Andrews Beach

Royal Street Mornington

Bungower Rd subdivision 7-11 Krynen Street

Mornington retirement villages Point Leo Estate, Hastings-Flinders Rd, Point Leo 

94 Wimbledon Avenue 57 Blair Rd Portsea

25 Roehampton Crescent, Mt Eliza 17 Ranelagh Drive Mount Eliza (Lotus)

RACV Resort at Cape Schank 27 Grant St, Blairgowrie

Sports facility Toorak College Old Mornington Road. Port Phillip Estate, Red Hill Road, Red Hill South

The Ferrero Reserve upgrade cnr South Road and Baroda Street rosebud

9 Watson Rd Mt Martha. Village glen retirement village

Nairama development ‘Narbeth’ 879 Melbourne Rd Sorrento



61Mornington Peninsula NCS Consultation Summary (Phase 1)

UNSUCCESSFUL
40 fauconshawe St. 99-101 Mather rd

8 Dana Avenue 8 Birdrock Avenue, Mt Martha

42 Landsdowne St, Blairgowrie 5 and 7 Watson Rd, Mt Martha

RACV Cape Schanck Resort Apartments 77 Ocean Beach Rd Sorrento (former 
pizza restaurant)

11 Dana Avenue The multi-storey units in Sorrento main st. 

57 Pier St Eastbourne Road new townhouses

11 Nepean Hwy Dromana 9 Tasman Road, somers

Cape Schanck RACV resort 1 Cambridge Wynd

Cr Jetty Road and Pt Nepean Road, McCrae 83 Bass Meadows Boulevard

Green Island Road 204 Bass Meadows

units at cnr jetty road and neapean h'way parkedge dve/wallaby rd

Main Street New Apartments Ranelagh estate

Main Street residential multi storeys on corner Ross 
Street

Stuart St and Fston Flinders Rd Tyabb

Apartment building behind Coles Main Street 209 Bass Meadows

Majority of developer built houses 65 Bass Meadows Boulevard

Barkly St multi storey high density development 3 Cambridge Wynd

18 Wimbledon Avenue Mount Eliza 8 Wattle Ave, Mt Martha

11 Tasman Road Corner Fulton & Humphries Rd Mt Eliza

18 Wimbledon Avenue 19 Rendlesham Avenue

39A Allison Road, Mount Eliza 93 Mather Road, Mount Eliza

14a Seymour Avenue, Mt Eliza 18 Wimbledon Avenue, Mt Eliza

85 Elizabeth Ave Arthur’s Seat Road Red Hill

179 Balnarring Beach Rd. Dromana townhouses 

Main Street Mornington developments 4 Wilson Rd, Blairgowrie
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APPENDIX H: Submission (Ranelagh 
Estate)




