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BIODIVERSITY AND NATURAL SYSTEMS ON THE MORNINGTON PENINSULA - 

KEY ISSUES 

The Mornington Peninsula has a significant and varied biodiversity base, although reports produced 
in the mid 1970’s concluded that, even then, the biological systems of the Peninsula were 
precariously balanced, due to the impacts of previous development and land clearance, and were 
very sensitive to further disturbance. 
 
Important steps have been taken in recent decades to reduce and reverse this decline through 
better land management, the purchase and expansion of national parks and bushland reserves, and 
stronger planning controls.  
 
Despite the extensive clearing the Green Wedge still retains significant areas of native vegetation in 
terms of quality, rarity, and range of species. Ecological habitats are classified and rated as ecological 
vegetation communities (EVCs) and there are more than 23 EVCs represented on the Mornington 
Peninsula. 
 
Significant representative communities are protected through the Mornington Peninsula National 
Park, the Arthurs Seat State Park, and the network of publicly owned bushland reserves. However, 
approximately 90% of EVCs occur on privately owned land where the support of landowners is 
needed to protect and manage these habitats. 
 
A key initiative in relation to biodiversity protection is the current preparation of a Biodiversity 
Conservation Plan (BCP) through the Shire’s Natural Systems team and the consultants Ecology 
Australia.   
 
The BCP project is running concurrently with the Green Wedge Management Plan and it is expected 
that the draft BCP will be reported to Council in March/April 2018 prior to public exhibition.  
 
At this stage some of the key issues identified in the preparation of the BAP may be summarised as 
follows: 
 

• Engaging with the community and building stewardship – with actions primarily emphasising 

the provision of information and advice to landowners, particularly new residents – and 

support for volunteer networks. The Peninsula already has supports and has good 

connections with local land care groups and this is one model that can be extended.  

 

• Promoting Biodiversity Conservation on Private Land – including investigation of potential 
incentive schemes/rate rebates, the continuing review of planning scheme provisions and 
the establishment of improved monitoring in relation to vegetation removal and re-
vegetation requirements (e.g. as required under planning permits). The establishment of a 
significant tree register may also be recommended but is arguably more linked to landscape 
protection. 

 

• Building Ecosystem Resilience in a Changing Climate – with an emphasis on improving the 
connectivity of habitat areas across the landscape. This includes consideration of the 
management of roadside vegetation, fire risk management regimes, control of 
environmental weeds and integrated water management. 
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• Demonstrating and Leading Best Practice Land Management – including the continuing 
improvement of the Shire’s information base and review of management plans and 
practices. 

 
The BCP and GWMP are intended to be complementary documents, with many of the actions from 
the 2012 GWMP to be incorporated into the BCP. Therefore, some of the detail included in the 2012 
Interim GWMP will no longer be necessary and it is expected that the revised GWMP will instead 
focus on key messages to reinforce the implementation of the BCP, and to highlight connections 
between biodiversity conservation and other activities which occur in the Green Wedge.  
 
Some of the key points may include: 
 

• The importance of developing a partnership with landowners in supporting long term 
protection of biodiversity values,  

• The importance of coordination with other agencies, groups and authorities in sharing 

information and ensuring best use of resources. 

• The need to have regard to likely effects of climate change which will increase environmental 
stressors – drought, loss of vegetation, pressure on environmental stream flows etc and 
increase environmental risks, particularly bush fire risk but also wind and storm water 
erosion, soil loss and instability, as well as coastal impacts. 

• The strategies produced by the Land Care Network, Port Phillip and Western Port Catchment 

Management Authority and the Western Port and Mornington Peninsula Biosphere 

Foundation have tended to emphasize the notion of prioritising specific “bio-links” or habitat 

corridors across the landscape, although the actual location/definition of the proposed links 

is often rather generic and the plans produced by different groups are similar but not 

identical. 

• While the bio-link concept has value, extending the effective size of the habitat areas 

available and providing a degree of resilience, the principle of increasing connectivity 

wherever possible is equally valid, and will enable Council to support landowners who are 

already interested in engaging in conservation based activities, rather than focussing in areas 

where there may be limited interest.   

• Bio-link projects, for example as proposed by the land care groups should continue to be 

supported but not to the exclusion of working with landowners in other locations where a 

significant biodiversity benefit can be demonstrated. 

• The need to ensure that offsets for vegetation removal are provided in the local area (or at 

least on the Peninsula) to avoid loss of vegetation cover over time – current State provisions 

allow offsets to be provided anywhere within the catchment. 

• A decision support tool will assist Council and Council officers in ensuring that proposed 

investment (both public and private) in re-vegetation, habitat restoration and land 

conservation works is appropriately targeted 

• This approach has consequences for a proposed review of the Shire’s land sustainability 

rebate scheme and proposals to link a future rebate scheme to the work of the Trust for 

Nature (TFN) and encouragement of TFN covenants, as a means of better ensuring the long-

term protection of vegetation and other natural values. 

 


