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Introduction
The Narambi Recreation Reserve Concept Plan has been 
prepared to provide direction for the future development of 
the reserve. Preparation of the concept plan was initiated 
by the:

need for additional AFL/Cricket ovals in the Shire’s 
Northern Planning Area

the current demand and use of the existing oval, and;

the available open space at Narambi Reserve to 
accommodate a second oval

This report outlines the supporting information from which 
the Narambi Concept Plan was developed. It provides an 
overview of the existing conditions and the recommended 
future direction for the reserve.

The report was written in partnership between Mornington 
Peninsula’s Principal Recreation Planner and Hansen 
Partnership.



Narambi Recreation Reserve - Concept Plan Report

4

Background

Background

Strategic Context

Existing Conditions

1

2

3
Analysis of Issues and 
Opportunities4
Recommendations5
Appendices6

Structure of this report

This section provides an overview 
from which the concept plan was 
prepared including the history 
and purpose of the site and its 
current use. 01
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Narambi Reserve is located in Mornington, which forms 
part of the northern planning area of the Mornington 
Peninsula Shire. The northern section of the municipality 
has experienced significant growth in population in recent 
years which has led to an increase in the number of 
residents participating in sport. In order to meet current 
and future demand for sport in the Northern planning area 
additional facilities, such as sport fields, are required.

In 1964 the Tanti Park estate was established which 
included a large parcel of open space, approximately 5.5 
hectares, called Tanti Reserve. The Reserve is located 
centrally within the estate and is accessible via local 
roads, see Figure 1. It is zoned Public Park and Recreation 
Zone (PPRZ) and is categorised as a sporting reserve 
therefore its primary function is to provide a range of 
outdoor sporting and recreation opportunities for the local 
community. The Reserve is own and managed by Council 
and was renamed Narambi Reserve.

Narambi Reserve is one of the Shire’s 34 sports reserves 
and currently offers:

• A district level AFL/Cricket oval and pavilion
• A district level playspace
• A hardcourt area consisting of 2 asphalt tennis  

courts and one multiuse asphalt court
• 2 unsealed car parks
• A large undeveloped area

The reserve is adjacent to Narambi Station Reserve 
which is a large passive park, separated by the 
Mornington Tourist Railway. The reserve is also adjacent to 
Mornington Park Primary School and Mornington Special 
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Developmental School, who utilise the reserve for student 
drop off and pick up and occasionally for school activities.

The reserve is currently home to the Mornington Junior 
Football Club (MJFC) who participate in the Frankston & 
District Junior Football League. The club currently have 
280 members, which makes it one of the Shire’s largest 
junior football clubs. The MJFC also run an Auskick 
program which attracts around 150 participants each 
year. During the winter season the club use the reserve for 
approximately 20 hours each week.

It is also home to the Peninsula Old Boys Football Club 
who use the reserve for competition on Saturdays. At this 
stage the club has just one team in the Under 19’s.

Beleura Junior Football Club (BJFC) use Narambi Reserve 
as an overflow ground for competition on the weekend 
and training one night each week . BJFC home ground is 
located in Mornington at Dallas Brooks Reserve, however 
being a one oval site it is unable to meet the training and 
competition needs of the club.

During the summer season the Mornington Cricket Club 
(MCC) also use Narambi Reserve as an overflow ground 
for competition. MCC would use the reserve for training if 
cricket nets were provided.

The number of user groups using Narambi Reserve 
demonstrates that the one oval facility is at capacity 
during the winter months and the demand for an 
additional oval is evident.

Narambi Reserve: Existing Oval

DALLAS 
BROOKS 

 RESERVE

Narambi Reserve: Aerial view
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02
STRATEGIC CONTEXT

This section provides a summary 
of the key planning and contextual 
factors considered during the 
preparation of the concept plan.

Mornington Peninsula Shire  
Council Plan

Mornington Peninsula Shire  
Open Space Strategy

The Mornington Peninsula Shire Council Plan 2017 – 
2021 identifies a vision for the Shire to value, protect and 
improve the unique characteristics and way of life on our 
peninsula.

The vision is underpinned by four key themes: Our Place, 
Our Connectivity, Our Prosperity, and Our Wellbeing. 
The following themes were relevant to preparation of the 
Narambi Reserve Concept Plan:

• Our Place: To provide inclusive, functional and 
accessible places which create a thriving, accessible 
and inclusive place to live, work and visit.

• Our Wellbeing: To create a healthy, happy, inclusive 
and active community which works together to achieve 
optimal standards of health and wellbeing for all 
residents.

The Mornington Peninsula Open Space Strategy was 
prepared to identify the planning and development issues 
and prioritise the diverse number of competing open space 
demands. The vision for Open Space for the Mornington 
Peninsula Shire is:

“A unique, well planned and integrated open space 
environment that is highly valued and offers a range of 
opportunities”.

The Strategy outlines 5 Principles to guide the planning 
and management of open space, these were considered 
as part of the preparation of the Narambi Concept Plan, in 
particular

Access, Equity and Provision of Open Space.

Open space provides for a diverse range of needs and 
interests.

Planning Priorities

Established priorities and criteria will ensure that open 
space is developed responsibly and rationally.

Community Involvement and Information

A community that is engaged in decision making for the 
future of open space will be more committed to positive 
outcomes.

The Open Space Strategy outlines 7 forms of open space, 
Narambi Reserve is classified as a sporting reserve, which 
is defined as;

“These are reserves that provide for the needs of a 
range of outdoor sporting and recreation needs in the 
community. Reserves may be multi-purpose and cater 
for a range of activities including playing fields, courts, 
bowling greens, hockey pitches etc., or they may cater 
for only one activity as in the case of Golf Courses, 
Equestrian facilities, with associated vehicle parking and 
access carriage ways”.

The recommendations outlined in this document and the 
Concept Plan prepared for Narambi Reserve are in line 
with the classification for a sporting reserve.
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Mornington Peninsula Shire Draft Sports 
Capacity Plan – Volume One

Mornington Peninsula Shire Playspace 
Strategy 2015-2020

The Sports Capacity Plan is the product of a 
comprehensive process to understand and analyse the 
current and future sporting needs of Shire residents. The 
Plan determines the number of sporting facilities required 
and the distribution of these facilities throughout the Shire 
and their capacity to absorb the projected population 
growth of the Shire to 2036.

The document will comprise of three separate but 
integrated studies:

1. Volume One – Sports Fields

2. Volume Two – Indoor Sports

3. Volume Three – Other Sports (non field-based)

Volume One has been prepared but is currently in draft. 
The document details the overarching principles to guide 
the strategic direction for the future of sport in the Shire, 
including Sport Provision Ratios, Sports Facility Hierarchy 
and Sports Facility Development Standards.

The Narambi Concept plan responds to the Sports 
Capacity Plan principles and aligns with the proposed 
Sports Facility Hierarchy as a District Level AFL/ Cricket 
facility.

In relation to the Sport Provision Ratios the Sports Capacity 
Plan (Volume 1) specifically recommends Narambi Reserve 
be developed “into a two-oval reserve by constructing 
a second oval”, which is the key driver of preparing the 
concept plan at Narambi Reserve.

The Playspace Strategy replaced the Shire’s 2008 
Playground Strategy and provides a framework for the 
ongoing planning, design and management of the Shire’s 
public playgrounds.

This document outlines 4 levels of playspace provision:

1. Pocket Park

2. Local

3. District

4. Regional

The Strategy recommends a local level of playspace for 
Narambi Reserve, which is described as:

“Visits are likely to be of short duration with the 
expectation that visitors will be local residents who 
walk or bike ride and not require car parking, toilets or 
barbecue facilities. They are unlikely to attract visitors 
who do not live in the immediate surrounds”.

The document states that the level of development and 
the target age group will vary from site to site and needs to 
complement what is offered at surrounding playspaces.

The design of local playgrounds needs to offer 
some flexibility to cater for a good range of local play 
opportunities which can be adaptable for children’s needs 
as they grow.

The level of facilities offered at a Local park will vary but 
should at a minimum include;

• Double swings
• Natural shade and natural landscape features.
• Open ended play elements for social and  

imaginative play
• Playground structure for a 3-12 year olds
• Seating
• Accessible paths
The recommended playspace provision, level of facilities 
and design guidelines were considered as part of the 
preparation of the Narambi Concept Plan.

Narambi Reserve is located in the Shire’s Northern 
Planning Area, which:

• Experienced significant growth in population over the 
past 10 years

• Has the Shire’s largest populated area with 61,679 
residents (2016).

• Has the largest number of residents in the “active 
cohort” 5-39years. People who fall in this age range are 
more likely to participate in active organised sport.

As a result, the Northern Peninsula Planning Area currently 
has the highest demand for field-based sports.

By 2036 it is envisaged that the Northern  
Planning Area will:

• Continue to increase in population to over 69,000
• Remain the largest populated area;

Therefore, demand and use of sporting infrastructure will 
continue well into the future.

Population
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03
EXISTING CONDITIONS

This section provides an overview 
of the existing sport facilities, open 
space and landscape amenity.

Existing Conditions
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Sports Fields
Narambi Reserve currently offers one full-sized AFL/ 
Cricket Oval, which allows for maximum flexibility as it can 
accommodate all ages and levels of AFL and Cricket. The 
Sports Field Condition Assessment undertaken in 2016 
by Endeavour Turf Professionals rated the condition of 
the oval as satisfactory (83.1%). 54 playing fields were 
assessed, the Narambi Oval was rated 28th, stating that 
the ground offers a “good level of overall turf cover with 
some evidence of wear near the pavilion and AFL goals”.

The increase in participation in AFL, especially in the 
northern section of the Shire has resulted in a significant 
increase in use of the Narambi Reserve oval during winter. 
Ground allocation records from the 2017 winter season 
showed that the weekly usage of the oval was 31 hours 
per week which is substantially over the industry accepted 
winter usage of 20 – 25 hours per week for sports fields. 
The oval will not be able to sustain this level of use and 
maintain its satisfactory rating.

Pavilion
The existing pavilion was officially opened in 1982 to 
service the needs of the tenant groups using the playing 
field. It is a small pavilion, approximately 185m2, consisting 
of home and away changing rooms with supporting 
showers and toilet, umpires change room, kitchen and 
public toilets and a small storage space. The pavilion has 
a good-sized verandah area, which provides some level of 
protection for spectators during inclement weather and hot 
summer days.

The building is in fair to poor condition, it lacks storage 
and female friendly facilities. Due to the lack of storage 
available two shipping containers have been installed 
next to the pavilion. The size and amenity of the building 
does not service the needs of a “homebased” club, 
therefore the building is not fit for purpose. In the future 
the Narambi Reserve will require a district level AFL/
Cricket pavilion, designed to cater for club training and 
competition and service as the ‘headquarters’ (or ‘home’) 
facility for the tenants.

Sports Facilities

Sportfield

Supporting Infrastructure
In addition to the pavilion the following supporting 
infrastructure is provided:

• Three small player shelters, approximately 1.5 metres in 
length and two have a bench seat.

• Flood lighting for training purposes
• Synthetic cricket pitch
• AFL goals
• Wooden post and rail fence
• Seating in front of the pavilion

Carparking and Access Points
Narambi Reserve can be accessed from local roads 
via four entry/exit points, which provide access to two 
unsealed car parks and an informal parking area used 
for spectator parking around part of the oval. The two 
unsealed carparks are located on opposite sides of the 
reserve on Hardy Street and Narambi Road.

The Narmabi Road car park is the main entrance to the 
sports reserve as it provides access to the oval, pavilion 
and playground. The car park is not well designed to 
maximize the number of parks available, therefore the 
space currently accommodates approximately 30 cars.

The spectator parking area at the southern end of the 
reserve, which is also accessible from Narmabi Road, 
consists of a gravel road between a fenced off grassed 
area and the oval fencing. This space can hold a significant 
number of cars, approximately 60 cars, however the area 
has not been constructed as a car park therefore could be 
difficult to use during winter, when the reserve is at its peak 
use. Areas of the grass have been damaged from vehicle 
movement within this space.

The Hardy Street car park operates mainly as the school 
drop off and pick up area as it is adjacent to Mornington 
Park Primary School and can hold approximately 40 cars. 
The two crossovers onto Hardy Street offer good traffic 
flow from the street through the carpark and out. The car 
park would also be used by those wanting to access the 
recreational tennis courts or hardcourt area. Due to its 
proximity to the oval, pavilion and the lack of connecting 
paths this car park it would only service the sporting 
activities on high use days such a weekend competition 
and Auskick days.

Narambi Reserve pavillion

Pavillion layout

Player shelter

Car Parks
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Recreation courts
Narambi Reserve currently offers a local level tennis facility 
which consists of three asphalt hardcourts, two tennis 
courts with nets and one multiuse court space, which are 
accessible to the public.

2MH Consulting recently completed an audit of the courts 
stating that the courts are in poor condition due to a lack 
of adequate drainage and an absence of fall on the courts, 
the significant amount of algae present and the invasion of 
kikuyu grass. These courts will require major works or a full 
reconstruction in the future.

Invasion of kikuyu grass and buildup of algae

Recreational tennis courts

Open Space and  
Landscape Amenity
Connections and Movement
Narambi Reserve currently provides only one formal 
sealed path connection through the southern corner of the 
reserve connecting Narambi Station Reserve to Narambi 
Road. An informal pedestrian desire line path has been 
created from consistent pedestrian movement from the 
crossing at Narambi Station Reserve to the Mornington 
Park Primary School and carpark area in the north of the 
reserve. A secondary desire path is currently active from 
the Mornington Special Developmental School to the 
existing pedestrian footpath along Narambi Road. Both 
schools currently have good connection to the reserve, 
with pedestrian access gates along the boundary of the 
school and Narambi Reserve. Connection over railway line to Narambi Station Reserve

Existing vegetation to the boundaries

Vegetation
The vegetation located across Narambi Reserve are 
native or indigenous species perfect for the coastal 
environment. Established Eucalyptus species are 
scattered across the site. There is currently little 
vegetation to the north eastern boundary however all 
other boundaries have a moderate vegetation buffer. The 
North-west vegetation buffer is provided by the school’s 
tree planting within the reserve. The vegetation adjacent 
to the railway has both a mixture of large trees, shrubs 
and groundcovers within a mulched area.
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Open Space and Topography
Currently a large open lawn space approximately 1.5 ha. is 
located to the south-east of the existing football oval. This 
space has a gradual slope to the west with a significant 
level change that runs to the north-east of the oval. The 
space has good passive surveillance from the Mornington 
Park Primary School and Hardy Street however no 
surveillance is provided from the Narambi Station Reserve.

Drainage runs around the boundary of the existing 
hardcourt area to collect runoff from the surrounding open 
lawn area and hardcourts creating a wet area between the 
two spaces. A gravel pedestrian path within the carparking 
area allows safe access to the school while avoiding the 
drainage channel.

Existing open space area

Existing playground facilities

ANALYSIS

04
The following section outlines the 
opportunities and constraints for the 
site and based on this recommends 
future improvements and additions to 
the reserve.

Playground
The existing playground is located within the western 
corner of the site. The play space is within close proximity 
to both Narambi Road and the pedestrian footpath 
allowing surveillance and easy access. Furthermore, 
carparking also provides access to the play area. The 
playground is behind the existing sports pavilion and has 
surrounding timber seating.

The playgrounds surface is mulch and has three main 
play structures including a swing set, a see-saw and a 
multi play structure with slide. The play components are 
well suited to children from the age of 3-10 years of age 
approximately. Minimal shade is provided from the roof of 
the existing combination unit.
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Narambi Reserve Concept Design Report
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Opportunities and Constraints Diagram
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Sports Facilities
Sports Fields
Narambi Reserve currently has a large open 
space area, approximately 1.5 hectares, which could be 
converted into an additional oval. The minimum size for a 
senior oval is 135 metres in length and 110metres is width, 
with a 3-metre run off. Junior oval can be smaller in size, 
however offers less flexibility than a full-size oval. Also, the 
recommended oval size for senior cricket is a 60 metre 
radius, which cannot be achieved at the site. Based on 
the shape and the minimum size required for an oval, the 
hardcourts will need to be removed and the existing gravel 
car park reconfigured.

Opportunities
The reserve can accommodate a second oval 
The development of the second oval will assist with 
meeting participation demand for AFL. 
The second oval will reduce the level of wear and tear on 
the existing oval. 
The creation of a second oval will assist with creating 
sustainable clubs

Constraints
The site will be unlikely to fit a full size senior oval. 
The existing hardcourt area will be lost from this  
part of the reserve. 
The existing gravel car park will need to be reconfigured.

Recommendation 
Develop a district level AFL/Cricket pavilion to 
service both ovals.

Proposed second oval

Indicative pavilion

Recommendation 
Develop a second AFL/Cricket oval at Narambi 
Reserve, aim to achieve a minimum size senior oval.

Pavilion
The existing pavilion is small, 36 years old and lacks many 
of the requirements to function as a home facility for clubs. 
The development of a second oval at the site will increase 
the demand on the pavilion in relation to changing facilities, 
social space and storage needs. Additionally, the current 
location of the pavilion will not be centrally located to 
service both ovals once the second oval is constructed.

Opportunities
The pavilion can be relocated to service both ovals

Space is available to construct a district level AFL/Cricket 
pavilion, which will meet the needs of the clubs.

The new pavilion will provide adequate storage; therefore 
the existing shipping containers can be removed.

The new pavilion will assist with creating sustainable 

clubs for the future.
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Recreation courts
The Narambi Reserve currently offers two recreational 
tennis courts and one multi use court space, however they 
are in poor condition and require a full reconstruction. The 
construction of a second oval at Narambi Reserve will 
require the hardcourts to be demolished.

Opportunities
A recreational hub can be created on the Narambi 
Road side of the reserve by installing a hard court with 
playground and BBQ.

Constraints
The space available allows for one court.

Supporting infrastructure
Elements of the existing infrastructure such as the players 
shelters, oval fencing and seating around the oval are old 
and need replacing.

Opportunity
As per the draft Sports Facility Standards ensure all the 
required supporting infrastructure is installed as part of the 
construction of the second oval.

The supporting infrastructure on the existing oval be 
upgraded as part of the construction of the second oval.

As per the draft Sports Facility Standards install two 
practice cricket nets to support cricket training.

Carparking and access points
Narambi Reserve currently offers good access and this 
can be strengthened by formalising and maximising the 
car parking opportunities at the reserve.

Opportunities
The Hardy Street car park is to be reconfigured and sealed 
to service the school pick up/drop off and to service the 
new pavilion.

The Narambi Road car park is to be formalised around the 
edge of the existing oval to provide a suitable number of 
spectator car parks. This car park is to be constructed in 
gravel to reduce the amount of hard surfaces used within 
the reserve

Constraints
The space available for the car park, which is to be 
located between the boundary of the school and the 
second oval, is tight.

Recommendation 
Continue to provide two separate car parks at 
Naramabi Reserve. The Hardy Street car park to be 
sealed to service the requirements of the new pavilion 
and the second oval. The Narambi Road car park 
to be designed to service the recreation hub and be 
constructed in gravel to reduce the amount of hard 
surfaces used within the reserve, main oval and the 
recreation facilities.

Recommendation 
Construct a hard court as part of the recreation 
elements to be provided at Narambi Reserve.

Recommendation 
As per the draft Sports Facility Standards ensure all 
the supporting infrastructure is provided or upgraded 
to meet the needs of a district AFL/ Cricket facility.

Install cricket nets in the reserve Proposed hardcourt areas for use by the 
community & schools

Car Park
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Path network
The current path network is limited and can be expanded 
to improve connectivity and to encourage residents and 
the adjacent schools to walk, run or ride within the reserve.

Opportunities

A path circuit can be provided around the reserve with 
connections to Narambi Station Reserve and the adjacent 
schools.

A 2.5 metre path could be installed to allow for bikes, 
including the bike education program provided at the 
primary school.

Improve pedestrian flow and accessibility by creating 
a spectator path along sections of the ovals that abut 
carparking.

Provide path connections from the reserve to the entrance 
gates to the schools

Play space and informal recreation
The current playspace is accessible and sits in a part of 
the reserve that feels inviting and inclusive, however the 
play value is limited and can be enhanced to create an 
engaging space.

Opportunities

• Redevelop the playspace to creat a ‘recreational hub’ 
which caters to a broad range of age groups.

• Provide a BBQ, shelter and picnic tables to encourage 
passive use of the reserve by local residents.

• Relocate the hardcourt court to sit as part of the 
‘recreational hub’.

• To improve accessibility into the recreation hub install 
paths that run along each side of the hardcourt and 
connects to the proposed reserve loop trail.

Recommendation

A loop trail around the perimeter of the reserve and a 
network of connector/spectator paths be installed.

Recommendation

Indigenous coastal species be planted within the 
buffer space which surrounds the playing fields so that 
the current visual amenity of the reserve is enhanced.

Paved stairway access from pavilion

Shared paths provided with canopy cover

Informal Open space and 
landscape amenity

The primary function of Narambi Reserve is to provide 
for sport, however there is also an opportunity to build on 
the existing landscape amenity and informal open space 
elements to create a public space that services the whole 
community.

Topography
The existing topography at Naramabi reserve slopes 
downwards to the west of the site. The proposed 
masterplan incorporates the slope into the design to 
create a grassed amphitheater connected to the proposed 
pavilion.

Opportunities

There is an opportunity to incorporate the slope to create a 
grassed amphitheater connected to the proposed pavilion.

A raised mound can be created at the southern end of the 
reserve as a spectator space and an informal play area.

Constraints

Due to the slope across the site a tapered retaining wall 
to the western side of the proposed oval is required (max 
height 1 metre).

Planting
Narambi Reserve contains pockets of native vegetation 
mainly along the boundary of the park. Most of the existing 
vegetation will be retained and should be strengthened by 
new planting which builds of the existing native landscape 
character.

Opportunities

A landscape buffer can be created along the east side of 
the reserve as a screen for neighbouring residents.

Additional planting can be achieved adjacent to the 
proposed pathway and within the recreational hub

Planting throughout the reserve will provide shade for 
spectators and visitors to the park.

Constraints

Planting needs to be limited to the buffer space 
surrounding the playing fields.

Planting is not to obstruct view lines and spectating 
opportunities.

Recommendation

The topography of the site be incorporated into the 
design to create spectator areas and to enhance the 
landscape amenity.

Amphitheater seating

Picnic shelter

Recommendation

The playspace be upgraded to create a rereational 
hub that is an inviting and comfortable space which 
encourages informal use of the reserve.
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Park Furniture and Shade
Narambi Reserve offers different spaces across the reserve 
where visitors can rest and enjoy the space, therefore 
park furniture and shade should be located and design to 
enhance these opportunities.

Opportunities

Utilise the nature topography of the reserve to create an 
amphitheatre/viewing area in front of the proposed pavilion 
to encourage spectators to sit and watch the sport being 
played. The amphitheater could be grassed to soften the 
hardscaped space.

Bench seating be introduced along the proposed loop 
path to allow park visitors to rest and use the passive 
spaces. To provide shade and protection in these areas 
install trees to accompany the seating.

Some fixed seating be provided around each oval.

Provide seating and shade trees at the proposed 
recreation hub.

Bike racks to be provide at the reserve.

Recommendation

Provide a variety of park furniture and shade to 
enhance and maximise the visitor experience at 
Narambi Reserve.

Bike storage facilities

05
RECOMMENDATIONS

This section recommends that 
Narambi Reserve be redeveloped 
over four stages. It outlines what is 
to be achieved at each stage and the 
estimated cost to deliver the stage.
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To assist in funding of the project while ensuring minimal 
disturbance to the sporting clubs and the adjoining 
schools the implementation plan for Narambi Reserve has 
been divided into 4 achievable stages.

STAGE DESCRIPTION
DELIVERY 

TIMEFRAME

1

• Construction of new AFL Cricket oval including tree removal, retaining 
wall, scoreboard, fencing, coaches boxes, lighting and associated 
carparking and pathways.

• Construction of multiuse hardcourt including demolition of existing 
playground.

• Construction of raised grass mound (if fill is available)

Short

2 • Construction of cricket nets, new parking to main oval and associated 
entry, pathways and plantings.

Medium

3
• Construction of pavilion including demolition of existing pavilion and 

make good, amphitheatre seating, entry ramp , bike racks and associated 
landscaping.

Medium

4
• Construction of new playground space, picnic area including BBQ, 

seating, shelter and picnic tables
Medium

Proposed Concept Design

See Appendix 3 for full image
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APPENDICES

Appendix 1: Existing Conditions

Appendix 2: Opportunities & Constraints

Appendix 3: Final Concept

Find the appendices at:
mornpen.vic.gov.au/narambireserve

mornpen.vic.gov.au/narambireserve



