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Executive Summary 
 

The French Street reserve in Rye, a 7.2-hectare parcel of land owned by the Mornington 
Peninsula Shire and zoned as a public reserve. It is a former landfill site and is centrally 
located inland to the town centre of Rye. 
 
This project grew out of community enthusiasm to develop and activate French Street reserve, 
Rye as a community space. 
 
This Draft Masterplan has drawn upon community ideas for the use of the French Street 
Reserve in Rye and the results of a technical report relating to soil and methane gas testing in 
recognition of its past use as a landfill and EPA requirements.  
 
A community consultation, involving 879 responses, was a rich source of ideas for both the 
Mornington Peninsula Shire and the broader community for how to plan for community use and 
access to this site.  Key themes to emerge from the consultation were: 
 

• retention of a natural reserve: flora – fauna conservation 

• outdoor education space: cultural and nature based 

• passive recreation 

• dog leash free area 

• community events and arts 

 
The Draft Masterplan proposes activation of an underutilised community space through:  

• developing a community park of nominally four hectares in area with low level 
infrastructure to support the amenity ‘of learning, growing fitness and fun’ (survey 
respondent);  

• retaining the visual amenity of a natural parkland; 

• conserving, and where possible enhancing and restoring the quality of the woodland 
with strategic weed control, proposed formation of a friends group, local fire protection 
plan, public awareness and education; 

• supporting temporary or pop-up installations and uses e.g. art/ sculpture park, music 
festival;  

• fostering education and learning about flora and fauna; and, 

• valuing Aboriginal cultural heritage. 

 
Your feedback on this Draft Masterplan is invited. 
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Introduction 
 

The project site, a former landfill area, is located centrally inland to the town centre of Rye, 

which has recently been utilised as a depot site by South East Water. 

In response to the initiative of a small group of community members wanting to build a 

community garden on a 7.2-hectare reserve on French Street, Rye, the Shire has undertaken 

community engagement with the local community to identify broader interest in the use of the 

site. 

This has resulted in the preparation of a masterplan to become the strategic document that will 

inform future actions and initiatives by both the Council and community. 

“Rye does not seem to have large areas of public land to bring together community and visitors. 
Foreshore has been squeezed into parking and camping. Fabulous opportunity to value our landscape 
and bring community together when there is so much growth and development on the peninsula”  

(survey respondent) 

Background 

Site 

The project site, French Street reserve is located at 16 French street, Rye.   
 
It is a 7.2-hectare parcel of land owned by the Mornington Peninsula Shire Council and zoned 
Public Park and Recreation Zone (PPRZ).  
 
The land is gently undulating and edged by remnant Moonah Woodland.  Its cleared, grassed 
middle area is a legacy of past landfill activity.  The reserve contains a few narrow tracks and 
in the northern end; a compacted gravel area, some fencing and minor utility installations 
associated with its past use as a depot.  
 
Residential properties fronting Adina Street, Inala Street, French Street and Francis Street 
share their rear boundaries with the reserve.  

 
Figure 1: Context map  
(Melways Reference: 
 Map 168 B8) 
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The southern boundary of the reserve adjoins land covered by a Public Acquisition Overlay for 
the freeway extension.  Community feedback highlighted that land along this proposed freeway 
route has value as a Biolink. 
 
Figure 2: Context of site within the Nepean Biolink 

 
Map of French street reserve, Public Land Acquisition area and Mornington Peninsula National Park 
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Figure 3 Neighbourhood context 

Natural values 

The flora and fauna values of the reserve arise from its remnant Moonah Woodland ecological 
vegetation community.  Coastal Moonah Woodland Melaleuca lanceolata subsp. lanceolata 
has been listed as a threatened community under the Flora and Fauna Guarantee Act 1988.   
 
Four sites of higher quality vegetation, where mid and lower storey indigenous plants were still 
present, were identified and this comprised an area of approximately 1 hectare.  A further 2.2-
hectare area of remnant Moonah Woodland most of which is in a very poor condition with only 
Moonah present and no indigenous mid or understorey vegetation present also exists. Further 
detail, including vegetation management recommendations, is shown in Appendix E. 

Aboriginal Cultural Heritage 

This site is within an area of cultural heritage sensitivity as described in the Aboriginal Heritage 
Regulations 2007. Within such areas there may be a need to prepare a Cultural Heritage 
Management Plan for specified works.   

Site History 

The site was former landfill, dating from the mid 1930’s. The type of waste recorded identifies 
three precinct areas on French street; the southern end, middle section and northern end. The 
southern end of the site was used as a sanitary depot for night cart disposal. These operations 
occurred from 1967to 1983. The middle portion of the site received municipal putrescible 
waste e.g. household garbage up until 1973. The northern end of the site was used for the 
disposal of road construction material and associated materials (including street sweepings, 

 
  



 

 6 

 

soil, sand, crushed rock, concrete and vegetation cleared from construction sites). The 
Council’s records indicate the hard waste intermingled with vegetation was deposited up until 
at least 1989. However, the recollections of neighbouring residents and Council employees is 
that hard waste was deposited up until 2007. It is still to be determined whether hard waste 
was landfilled during this later period or merely stored on site1.  
The Environment and Protection Authority (EPA) in Victoria developed a comprehensive 
regulatory framework and guidelines for the management of environmental impacts from 
landfills (2015) The Best Practice Environmental Management BPEM – Siting Design, 
Operation and Rehabilitation of Landfills (EPA Victoria, Landfill BPEM 2015) Buffer zone 
requirement.  This has guided Council’s actions in respect to this site, particularly with regard 
to soil testing and gas emissions detection. 

Recent site usage 

South East Water (SEW) used the area as a depot whilst installing mains sewer within the 
southern peninsula area for two years (from 2015 to beginning 2017).  Satellite images from 
November 2016 show that the area was used for storage of materials, parking of vehicles and 
portable buildings. 
 
No buildings or built infrastructure are present on site, however service utilities do exist.  These 
include; a solar panel and switchboard in the northern end, mains water connection point and 
sewer connection installed during the occupation of SEW. Two switchboards and an 
underground sewer main line are located at the southern end. The northern part of the site is 
fenced, with a third of the area covered with compacted gravel. 

Safety of the Site 

In September 2017 consultants were engaged by the Shire to perform a limited soil 
assessment of the French Street Reserve. The intention of the testing was to guide decision 
making regarding the appropriateness of land use options within the reserve. The testing 
specified was to comply with AS4482.1 -2005 (guide to soil investigation and sampling). A 
landfill gas emission walkover was also requested to detect any gases that may be emitted 
from the landfill site. 
 
The soil testing outcome was generally positive, returning no results that would present risks to 
modified ecosystems, human health, buildings and structures, aesthetics, the production of 
food, flora and fibre. The gas emission testing was also positive (i.e. favourable result) 
detecting no significant methane gas concentrations. 
 
In the conclusion of the report the consultant states “based on the results of the limited soil 
assessment, it is considered that the site is likely to be suitable for community purposes, 
subject to design of the proposed use and a detailed environmental assessment. It is noted 
that a geotechnical assessment has not been conducted and significant settlement of the filled 
land could be expected” (Cardno, 2017) 

                                                
1 Report on Legacy Landfill sites on the Mornington Peninsula 2016 

 



 

 7 

 

Character of Place  

The landform and vegetation of this site, in particular the central grassed space surrounded by 
a perimeter of rare remnant Moonah Woodland, shape its beauty as a large undulating public 
reserve, with valued natural values.  This character is in strong contrast to the surrounding 
residential development and its expansive green nature would place it second only to the 
coastal reserves in this part of the southern peninsula.  

Plans and policies that will inform and influence decisions 

The Mornington Peninsula Shire Council’s plans, strategies and policies that are of relevance 
include: 

• Council Plan 2017-21 – Our Peninsula 2021 

• Mornington Peninsula Planning Scheme including the Localised Planning Statement for 
the Mornington Peninsula 

• Health and Wellbeing Plan 2017-21 – Our health and wellbeing 2021 

• Mornington Peninsula Municipal Fire Management Plan 

• Reconciliation Policy and Action Plan 2016 -2018 

• Open Space Strategy Vol 1, 2 & 3 (2003) 

• Playspace Strategy 2015 -2020 

• Public Toilet Strategy 

• Skate and BMX Strategy 

• Community Garden Policy 

• Mornington Peninsula Shire Council – Domestic Animal Management Plan 2017-2021.  
Objective 4 of this Plan is to– Develop a consistent approach to assess the suitability 
and design of designated off leash and prohibited areas for dogs on Shire managed 
land. 

The most significant direction from these plans and policies is that the reserve is secured for 
the purposes of a Public Park and Recreation Zone under the Planning Scheme.   
 
This is supplemented by a strong underlying general strategic intent for the conservation and 
enhancement of indigenous vegetation and habitat; for the valuing of Aboriginal Cultural 
Heritage, for fire prevention and for the enhancement of health and wellbeing. 
 
The Playground Strategy does not include any new facility for the French Street Reserve. In 
fact, none of the plans positively requires any specific development of the French Street 
reserve but guidance about what criteria might justify a public toilet facility (e.g. toilet) is 
provided. 

Community Engagement Process 

Consultation Process 

The following study process was undertaken  
 

1. Formation of a project steering group. 
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The group consisted of residents, Rye Community Centre staff and board member, 
service club representative, chair of the Rye Community Group Alliance, Shire officer 
and local business owners. They contributed their time in attending many steering 
committee meetings. 

 
The role of the steering committee included monitoring the quality of the consultation 
process; providing advice as it progressed, collecting feedback from the suggestion 
boxes and assisting in community distribution of the survey. The Steering Committee 
was also instrumental in the coordination and running of the community forum. 
 

2. Community engagement methods 
 
The community consultation process involved four methods for gathering feedback:  
 

• suggestion boxes in the form of a bird boxes located onsite and at other 
locations; 

• a series of focus groups meetings were held the key discussion groups included 
representatives from the local businesses – business association, community 
alliance groups, sporting clubs, primary schools Tootgarook and Rye, Rye 
kindergarten, CFA, SES; 

• a survey (see appendix B); and 

• a facilitated community forum. 

Bird Boxes 

Suggestion boxes like that shown in the photo below were deployed at various locations to 
prompt community feedback.  The design is reflective of a ‘bird’ and supports the natural 
character of the site. The element of whimsey with the bird was considered a good way to 
motivate the community to participate in the consultation process. It became a recognised logo 
for the project. 
 
The community feedback that was received via the bird boxes is shown in Appendix A. 
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Bird boxes built by the New Peninsula Men’s Shed, Mt Martha 

 

Survey  

The survey was well received with 564 respondents with an appropriately representative 
sample across age and gender.  Respondents were predominantly local people who may be 
likely to use the reserve.  There were 185 responses to the open-ended survey question that 
invited general comments.  Further detail about the methodology and outcome of the survey is 
contained in Appendix B. It includes full details and a summary of the open-ended question.  

Community Forum 

One hundred and twenty-three (123) people attended a community led forum at the Rye Civic  
Hall on 20 April 2017.  The Forum included: 

• a video virtual tour of the site. (See this video online: 
http://www.morningtonmensshed.com/mpg-map.html); 

• community speakers including a local ecologist;  

• photographic presentation of Ceres Community Environment Park; and, 

• a public display of community comments and ideas received from prior consultation. 

Participants were invited to provide feedback by voting on past ideas and by making notes of 
new ideas.  The feedback from the forum maybe viewed in Appendix C. 

http://www.morningtonmensshed.com/mpg-map.html
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Photographs of the community forum 

Feedback from the community 
 

The views from the community on the future use of the French Street reserve showed a 
diversity of responses encompassing a natural parkland, public housing, sporting facilities, all 
age adventure playground, swimming pool, paint ball, children’s farm, recycling centre, walking 
and bike tracks and so on.  The full detail of which may be viewed in appendices A, B and C. 
 
Despite this diversity of ideas, there was a strong coalescence of views around recreation uses 
that could be compatible with the existing flora and fauna values of the site.  This is perhaps 
best demonstrated by the results from question two of the survey that asked: “How would you 
like to see this large space used?” The results are shown below.  
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The feedback from the community was not polarised by any formal community groups 
advocating for competing uses. However, competing views about the nature and extent of 
leash free dog areas were evident.  Whilst there were a few generic suggestions for sporting 
facilities, these were not made with the backing of any established sporting organisation or 
wider plan.   
 
Other concerns noted during the community consultation related to: 
 

• The need for a vision for the reserve 

• The quality of user activities and experiences including safety. 

• The need for access and parking facilities. 

• Maintaining and enhancing the landscape character and amenity of the area. 

• The need for a clear framework for guiding the retention and rehabilitation of the 
remnant Moonah woodlands 

• The need for a weed strategy to identify threatening or invasive weeds and the most 
appropriate methods of control within the Moonah Woodlands. Limit the spread of 
weeds by minimising disturbance of vegetation and soils.  

• The risk that increased usage (e.g. BMX bikes) could destroy or harm remnant Moonah 
(Melaleuca lanceolata) woodlands and rare indigenous species. 

• The ongoing impacts of the site’s having been used for a range of landfill for over more 
than 20 years.  In particular the impacts on soil, groundwater, surface water and air 
quality both on site and extending to surrounding properties, and the potential risk to the 
environment that can continue many years after a landfill is closed. 

• Building an understanding of Aboriginal Cultural Heritage values. 

• The increasing community awareness of the reserve. 

• Community expectations about improvements “hope this happens in the next 50 years”. 

• The costs of funding and maintaining any improvements to the reserve 

• The identification of local resources that can support better use of the reserve. 

• The scope for inter-related activities and collaborative planning and implementation. 

• The opportunities to improve community connectedness and residents’ health and 
wellbeing. 

Feedback from South East Water 

Council has actively supported South East Water (SEW) in implementing the sewer project for 
the accelerated installation of sewer for the remaining 25,000 properties on the southern 
peninsula. The project initially required the installation of a new sewer main from Portsea 
through to Boneo Treatment Plant. The route endorsed for the trunk main included a traverse 
through the rear (Southern end) of the French Street Reserve. That sewer main was installed 
some years ago, however the design required the augmentation of the existing pumping 
capability of the system by the installation of an additional pumping station which has been 
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planned to be installed on the alignment of the existing pipeline within the French Street 
Reserve within the next five years. 
 
SEW advised that they are still to undertake the detailed design of the pumping station, but 
that the pumping station is likely to be partly underground and partly above ground with a 
requirement for the above ground equipment to be secured with a suitable security fence. 
(Indicative estimate of land area required is approximately one percent of the total area of the 
Reserve). A vehicular access from Adina Street to service the pumping equipment will also be 
required by SEW.  
 
Council Officers are continuing to liaise with SEW to ensure that their planned equipment is 
positioned to have minimum impact on the future potential use of the Reserve.  

French Street Reserve Masterplan 

Vision 

To manage the natural and cultural values of French Street reserve, in particular the Moonah 
Woodland, on a sustainable basis, whilst enhancing community use and encouraging active 
and healthy lifestyles within the local community.  

Objectives 

• To establish a community activity space, nominally four hectares in area separate from 
the Moonah Woodland, that is equipped with low level park infrastructure to support the 
amenity of ‘learning, growing, fitness and fun’.  

• To retain and enhance the landscape character and visual amenity of a natural 
parkland. 

• To support temporary or pop-up installations and outdoor events e.g. art/ sculpture park, 
music festival. 

• To foster education and learning about flora and fauna. 

• To value Aboriginal cultural heritage. 

• To promote, maintain and improve the quality of user activities and experiences. 

• To provide meeting places and activities to enhance community connectedness, 
inclusion and wellbeing. 

• To improve public access, parking, pedestrian legibility and safety (passive 
surveillance). 

• To develop a clear framework for guiding the retention and rehabilitation of the remnant 
Moonah Woodlands. 

• To prepare a weed strategy to identify threatening or invasive weeds and the most 
appropriate methods of control within the Moonah Woodlands. 

• To limit the spread of weeds by minimising disturbance of vegetation and soils.  

• To provide an appropriate fire protection plan. 
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French Street Reserve Masterplan: layout 

In keeping with the above vision and objectives, a masterplan has been prepared for the 
reserve, the layout is shown on the following page. 
 
The French Street Reserve Masterplan will deliver infrastructure to support and promote both 
active and passive activities, social inclusion and a sense of community. Elements include: 

• Areas for the protection of Moonah Woodland 

• Designated walking paths 

• A separate dog leash free area demarcated by bollards rather than a fence. 

• Vehicular access off two adjoining residential streets French street and Adina Street 

• Proposed two (2) gravel car parking areas at either end of the park with nominally 20 – 
30 car bays 

• Bench seating 

• Wayfinding signage to contribute to a sense of wellbeing safety and security. 

• Interpretative signage to create a positive experience for the user 

• Educational signage to educate the user. 

• Landscaping and flora restoration. 

• A shade structure in a picnic area. 

• An all abilities public toilet amenities block 

• An area set aside for the South East Water pumping station. 

French Street Reserve Masterplan: vegetation management 
French Street Reserve Vegetation Management Plan has been prepared as shown in Appendix E 

French Street Reserve Masterplan: community activation 

Apart from the physical dimensions of the implementation of the French Street Reserve 
Masterplan, the following actions are essential for its vibrancy and sense of place in the local 
community.  

• The formation of a French Street Reserve Friends Group. 

• The staging of education, arts, culture or performance events whether by the traditional 
Aboriginal owners or various community groups 

The nature of the Masterplan layout gives scope for additional layers of activation over time 
within the overall framework of the vision and objectives.   

It is expected that this activation would be focussed away from the protected Moonah 
Woodland areas and centred in the open landscape areas particularly near the picnic area in 
the southern end.  Such future activity might include: a community garden, bocce courts, 
sculpture trails, a seasonal market place, a maker space, bird watching tours or the like. It may 
require additional low-key infrastructure to that shown in the Masterplan layout. 
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French Street Reserve Masterplan: implementation 

The implementation of the Masterplan has three aspects: 

• Infrastructure Works 

• Vegetation management including fire protection 

• Activation of community programs and events 
 
The implementation plan for the infrastructure works is a short to mid-term plan (0-4 years) 
which breaks each stage into identifiable steps, assigns tasks or actions and suggests when 
each step will be completed on a staged timeline. 
 
Stage 1: $90,500 

• formalise circulation, establishment of granitic sand pathways around the park 
 

Stage 2: $230,500 

• dog leash free area, bench seating, upper canopy planting within the park, gravel 
carparking area (20 car bays) and bushland management 
 

Stage 3: $402,500 

• all abilities toilet facilities, upper canopy planting within the park, signage: wayfinding, 
interpretative and educational signage and bushland management 

 
Stage 4 $257,500 

• service road gravel, shade structure, gravel carparking area (20 car bays) and bushland 
management 

 
Further detail of the infrastructure works implementation plan is shown in Appendix D. 
 
The vegetation management implementation plan is shown in Appendix E.  The cost estimates 
for vegetation management included in this plan have been inserted into the overall 
infrastructure works costs shown in Appendix D. 

An implementation plan for the activation of community programs and events is less critical in 

terms of resource planning because the Council budget does not extend to detailed line item 
funding for this matter.  It is instead resourced through annual community grant opportunities 
that community groups can seek as required.   

There is also a limited amount of general Shire support for Friends Groups and advice to 

community groups that may be offered through the Shire’s Natural Systems Team or Social 
Planning and Community Development Team. 
 

French Street Reserve Master Plan: review 

This Masterplan should be regularly reviewed, preferably on a four year cycle supplemented 
by annual review of infrastructure cost estimates as more detailed planning work is 
undertaken. 
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Appendix A  Bird box results 
 
Bird box deployment and promotion: 
 

• Six bird box suggestion boxes were located at three fixed locations around Rye and 
three roaming bird boxes were moved around local coffee shops, schools, for 
community comments. 

• Advertisements in the local newspapers and social media pages were a useful means of 
advising the community about how they may have their say. 

 
Comments from suggestions lodged in the bird boxes included: 

• ‘establish public parkland retaining an ambience of natural vegetation’ 

• ‘Community edible and indigenous garden. Education space. Woodworkers shed. 
Outdoor gym’ 

• ‘Keep as protected green wedge’ 

• ‘need something about local indigenous culture” 

• ‘Community movie nights’ 

• ‘Retain as public land do not sell off’ 

• ‘I think some sort of park for community to enjoy for numerous events, nature reserve 
and picnic area’ 

• ‘Men’s shed’ 

• ‘Dog leash free area’ 

• ‘Motorbike track or BMX track’ 

• ‘Retain as a bio link for flora and fauna’ 

• ‘community garden - full of fruit trees’ 

• ‘move all the campers there so we can enjoy the bay foreshore’ 

• ‘An event space to give the community space for art, music and other outdoor events’ 

• “To keep as natural as it is, too much of our land and bush … we need to keep the 
Peninsula as natural as possible – this is why I live here.” 

• “The space should be a park with seats so people can rest while they are out walking 
their dogs” 

• The Mornington Peninsula has a thriving music scene of creativity and inspiration, but 
there are no proper venue or space to allow the community to express their creativity” 

• ‘a home for SES’ 
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Appendix B Survey results 

Survey 

The community consultation included a survey that could be filled in online or in hardcopy (and 
later translated online by Shire staff).  The hard copies were distributed by the Steering 
Committee members in areas across Rye, Tootgarook, St Andrews Beach, Blairgowrie, 
Sorrento, and Capel Sound.  Shire operated services: meals on wheels, home care and the 
mobile library bus were also active in distributing the survey.  Other promotion was undertaken 
on the Shire’s website and in its publication Penwide that is distributed to all ratepayers and 
residents. 
 
In total there were 564 survey respondents.  They ranged in age with the majority being youth 
aged 15 years or younger (14%) or over 36 years of age (15–19%).  The 16 to 35 year age 
range accounted for less than 10% of respondents.   62% of the survey respondents were 
female. This response is considered to be a reasonable representation of the population and 
likely users of the reserve. 
 
Of the 564 people who responded to the survey 62% lived in Rye with the remainder indicating 
they lived within nearby areas 12% in Tootgarook, 8% in Capel Sound and 5% from the 
combined areas of St Andrews Beach, Blairgowrie and Sorrento.  Several comments were also 
received from Rosebud residents and holiday house owners who reside in Melbourne suburbs. 
 
The survey questions and the responses that were received are set down below. 
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There were 185 responses to this question and these are summarised into key themes in table 
1.  Table 2 sets out the detail of all responses to the question. 
 
Table 1  Summary of responses to Question 6 of the survey. 
 

Suggestion / Idea  
Number of 
responses 

Biodiversity including a link with Nepean biolink 23 

Not to be sold 9 

Children’s facilities 6 

Indigenous cultural area 3 

Stop the freeway 2 

Community garden 5 

Bike track / Mountain bike training 2 

Camp ground 1 

Swimming pool 6 

No commercial development 1 

Event space (e.g. music venue, meeting place) 1 

Make it happen 5 

Use local materials 2 

Skate park 2 

Retain the character of the site - do not destroy 1 

Who is paying? 1 

Community use 25 

Extra sporting facilities 3 

No dogs 1 

Fence the entire site 1 

Leave as is 2 

Education precinct - school 2 

Government housing 2 

Quiet area 3 

Bird watching 1 

Community Environment Park e.g. CERES 2 
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Table 2  Detail of all responses to question 6 of the Survey 
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Appendix C Community Forum results 

 

Idea / Suggestion Number of 

responses 

A native plant and wildlife corridor 

- Wildlife rescue & restoration sanctuary 

35 
4 

A place for arts, culture and performance 34 

Do nothing leave as is 26 

Indigenous Culture 
Point of Contact 

21 

Recreation Area - Basketball courts 4 

Community Garden 16 

Recycling Depot 2 

Makers Space 2 

Biosphere planting 8 

Beehives 1 

Environmental Learning Space 7 

A dog friendly walking space 23 

A park 1 

Croquet Courts 9 

Outdoor meditation & yoga space 3 

Seasonal market space 
‘crop & swap’  

2 

Skate Park and / BMX track Mountain Bike track 12 

Wellness practitioners aligned to flora / vegetation/ community garden 3 

Sculpture trail 0 

Low impacts events space 0 

Outdoor Amphitheatre 0 

All age adventure playground 7 

Graffiti Wall 4 

Hands on Learning / Training Space 3 

Horse riding facility 1 

Art Therapy Holistic wellbeing 1 

Amenities bins, seating & drinking fountain  

A pool 0 

Function Centre 0 

Bocce Courts  1 

Walking / Bike Trail 3 

High School 3 

Caravan camping 1 

Paintball 1 

Wave park 1 
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Appendix D  Infrastructure Works Implementation Plan 
 

Stages Project Stage Description/Task Action Cost 

1 Documentation  Stage 1 works, required 
permits and approvals 

MPS* $10,000 

Project Delivery 
 

Pathways granitic sand 
 

  

 paths stabilised gravel MPS $80,000 

 signage MPS $500 

2 Documentation 
 

Stage 2 works, required 
permits and approvals 

 $10,000 

 Cultural Heritage 
Management Plan - site 
assessment cost  

MPS $1,500 

 gazetted dog leash free 
area - process 

MPS $0 

Project Delivery  Stage 2   

 
 
 

dog leash free area 
designation with timber 
bollards 

MPS $35,000 

leash free area signage MPS $500 

drinking fountain MPS $7,000 

bench seating MPS  $10,000 

gravel carparking - 20 
bays 

MPS $100,000 

bushland management  MPS $64,000 

tree planting in park  
tree stock from the 
Shire nursery 

Friends 
group and 
community 

$2,000 tree stock  

rehabilitation & 
revegetation planting 

Friends 
group 
and 

community 

$500 
tube stock 

3 Documentation Stage 4 required 
approvals and permits 

 $25,000 
 

Project delivery  Stage 3   

 way finding and 
interpretative/ 
educational signage 

MPS $25,000 

 all abilities toilets  
Note: Connection to 
sewer, water and power 
are located onsite 

MPS $300,000 

 bushland management MPS $50,000 
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Stages Project Stage Description/Task Action Cost 

 tree planting in park  
tree stock from the 
Shire nursery 

Friends 
group 
and 

community 

$2,000 

 rehabilitation & 
revegetation planting 

Friends 
group 
and 

community 

$500 
tube stock 

4 Project delivery  Stage 4 
 

  
 

 gravel carparking - 20 
bays 

MPS $100,000 

 service road - gravel MPS $60,000 

 shade structure Community 
build 

$45,000 

 bushland management MPS $50,000 

 tree planting in park  
tree stock from the 
Shire nursery 

Friends 
group 
and 

community 

$2,000 tree stock 
only 

 

 rehabilitation & 
revegetation planting 

Friends 
group 
and 

community 

$500.00 tube 
stock 

 Project Total  $981,500 

* MPS – Mornington Peninsula Shire 
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Appendix E  French Street Reserve Vegetation Management 
 

Overview 

There is 3.4 ha of remnant Coastal Moonah Woodland, most of this is in poor condition with only 
Moonahs present and no indigenous mid or understorey. Four sites of higher quality vegetation where 
mid and understorey indigenous plants are present were identified and this comprised of approximately 
1 ha. 
 

Work proposal 

In Stages 2-4 it is proposed to remove scrambling and woody weeds to assist high quality areas and 
revegetate in key areas to assist with natural regeneration.  In stages 2-4 key weeds across the site will 
also be targeted to help extend these areas. Following the initial 3-year period it would be expected an 
annual budget of $20,000 will be needed for maintenance, to continue rehabilitating highly degraded 
areas and support for an ongoing friends group. 
Estimates of full restoration of vegetation based on similar vegetation communities from this area which 
would include ground flora weeds, is approximately $100,000 per hectare in the first year.  
 

Environmental Weeds 

Scrambling weeds include; Cape Ivy, Myrtle Leaf Milkwort, Lesser Periwinkle, Wandering Creeper, 
English Ivy and Bridal Creeper. Woody weeds include; African Boxthorn, Italian Buckthorn, 
Cottoneaster and Desert ash. There are various small patches of garden escapees in tiny patches. 
Ground cover weeds include; Kikuyu, Panic Veldt Grass and various species of Sorrel. 
There are several non-indigenous native gums planted around the site. They are not spreading, so not 
a high priority and can be removed later these should be removed later. Coast tea-tree has invaded 
many areas and should be managed to prevent further spread. Planting of Moonahs around them to 
minimise their spreading and allow for replacement as they age and decline naturally.   
 

Planting 

Planting of advanced plants to occur in open areas, tube stock to be used to supplement poor quality 
existing vegetation and created garden beds in key buffer zones. All plants to be local indigenous 
species, specific to Coast Alkaline Scrub Ecological Vegetation Community(EVC). 
 

Fire Management Zones.  

Fire Management Zones within the reserve will be maintained through the Shire Fire Management 
Program. 
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Table of works 

Action  Description Cost* 

Stage 2 Weed Control 
 

Woody and scrambling weed control in high quality areas. $30,000 

Stage 2 Revegetation  Site preparation of poor sites adjacent to high quality areas 
to extend rehabilitation and planting of 2000 tube stock 
($2900). 

$20,000 

Stage 2 plants advanced 
 

For open area only,100 advanced, stake and webbing, 
maintenance 1 year @ $140.00 each. 

$14,000 

Stage 3 Follow up Weed      
Control 

Woody and scrambling weed control in high quality areas 
and revegetation areas.  

$20,000 

Stage 3 Weed control 
 

Control of key weeds across site. $10,000 

Stage 3 Revegetation 
 

Weed control and mulching of poor sites adjacent to high 
quality areas to extend rehabilitation and planting of 2000 
tube stock ($2900). 

$20,000 

Stage 4 Follow up Weed 
control 
 

Woody and scrambling weed control in high quality areas. $20,000 

Stage 4 Weed control 
 

Control of key weeds across site. $10,000 

Stage 4 Revegetation 
 

Weed control and mulching of poor sites adjacent to high 
quality areas to extend rehabilitation and planting of 2000 
tube stock ($2900). 

$20,000 

Total for 3 years  $164,000 

* These cost estimates have been included in the estimates included in Appendix D. 


