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HAVE YOUR SAY 

OBJECTION TO GREEN WEDGE RURAL LIVING RATE 

BUDGET – 2020 - 2021 

Jonathan & Kathleen Hodgkin 

As owners of a property marginally under two hectares, we strongly object to the imposition 
of the so-called “Rural Living Rate” to our annual rates. This infers that we are not 
contributors to the philosophy of the Green Wedge due to the size of our properties while 
others who own larger properties are exempt from such a contribution although they reap the 
same benefits.  This is an unsubstantiated assumption that owners of smaller properties do 
not provide agricultural or conservation support to the Green Wedge.  The irrefutable fact is 
that many owners of these smaller properties do carry out such activities although on a 
smaller scale than those of larger properties and to impose a penalty on our properties is 
inconceivably and reprehensively unjust.  To impose this levy without appropriate notification 
and consultation is appalling. 

The implementation of this levy based on land size fails to take into account the social and 
economic contribution the owners of smaller properties do make to the Green Wedge, not 
only through agricultural and conservation but also to the community as volunteers in service 
and support organisations from which everyone living in the area benefits, including those 
owning larger properties.  Without our clientele the farm and garden suppliers, wineries, farm 
gates selling produce and foodstuffs, as well as restaurants, the larger enterprises would be 
less well patronised. We provide their bread and butter during the off season. 

Like many others, we may be only just barely under your arbitrary limit of two hectares but 
we are a small farm with livestock and we still incur farm expenses such as vet and paddock 
maintenance, the latter for which we engage local farmers for any large-scale work required. 
We produce sufficient produce which we provide free of charge to a popular local up-market 
restaurant thus lowering their expenses.  For several years we bred our alpacas and some 
are still loaned (gratis) to sheep farmers to act as herd guards protecting their livestock from 
predators.  However expenses such as vet and shearing are paid by us and we also 
purchase any necessary feed from local stockfeed suppliers. We continue to produce nearly 
twenty kilos of alpaca fleece annually.    

Along with other residents of small farms and properties we fulfil the criteria for Green 
Wedge living.  We have (for twenty years) been involved in service organisations – as active 
members and office bearers in Mornington Peninsula Alpaca Breeders, Landcare, Red 
Cross, Lions, and the Bowls Club and other groups. We have taken part in community 
support through such activities as working bees, Red Hill Market and Red Hill Show parking, 
and parking for the Winter Wine Show, and we continue to work with the Waterwatch 
Program monitoring the health of local creeks on behalf of Melbourne Water.  In all these 
years, there have been very few owners of large properties among the membership of most 
of these groups. 

To categorise all of us as non-productive and non-supportive of native wildlife is simply 
unreal and irresponsible.  While our properties do not have as large a scale of production or 
provision of habitat, they nevertheless represent the spirit and ethos of Green Wedge.   
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To say we are not revenue-producing is unreasonable.  We pay high rates, yet our cost to 
the Shire is insignificant and to penalise us further is inequitable and invalid.  We do not 
receive the Conservation Land Rate although most of us have native flora and fauna despite 
the size of our properties.   

The Green Wedge is made up of various types of properties all of which serve different 
purposes.  Because residents have a small acreage they are not excluded from contributing 
to the Green Wedge through agriculture and conservation. To increase our already 
exorbitant rates because we do not have larger properties so that owners of larger properties 
– including weekenders and those who are more affluent – can have a rate reduction is 
discriminatory, undeserved and invalid.  We all provide valuable and sustainable support to 
the community albeit in various ways. 
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