


Has funding previously been sought for this project?

  No

Will this project require ongoing maintenance or continued financial support from the Shire? (if
known)

  No

Do you want to be heard at the Forward Planning Meeting?

  Yes

Additional submission details

 

This is a notification of a submission being made in respect of the Rural Living Rate imposed on small
landowners in the Green Wedge Zone. The submission is made on the recommendation of the CFO
notwithstanding that I have already made an informal submission in my email to him on 26 September
2019. The above details are submitted for information purposes but the site is largely irrelevant
otherwise.

The Rural Living Rate [RLR] levied last rating year being a 20% imposition above the General Rate on
properties of less than 2 hectares, is discriminatory and has been designed merely to supplement the
Budgetary requirements and on justifications that do not stand up to proper scrutiny.

I am advised by Bulent Oz that the bases for the RLR include:
1. That the small properties less than 2 hectares in the Green Wedge Zone do not contribute to the
zone as they are recreational or residential in nature and that they do not contribute to or support,
agriculture, conservation or landscape protection or enhancement. 
It is submitted that this view does not accord with the facts in the case of our property and the
neighbouring properties and I suggest many of the other small properties in the Zone. It is further
suggested that if any of the smaller properties are of the nature described by your Council rather than
contributing to the objectives of the Zone, then they should be rezoned as Residential.. 
2. That the smaller rural properties are 'unlikely to incur the same land management costs as owners
of larger lots in the Green Wedge Zone'. 
It is submitted that on m2 basis this is certainly not true in the case of our property and that of our
neighbours. We have been obliged, for example, further to our planning permit conditions to plant and
maintain a substantial olive grove and to tend to the fruit and substantial cypress trees on the
property. This is being done a very substantial cost and clearly contributes to the objectives of the
zone.
3. That the programs and policies which protect and enhance the green wedge zone are responsible
for adding to the value of small properties in the zone. 
This is patently untrue. Inquiries from local estate agents ( and indeed from your own valuers ), will
indicate that the zone restrictions and controls are seen as major impositions detrimental to the use
and value of the properties. The same properties in the zone as might be located in say a residential
zone, might, I suggest, mean a reduction in value of at least 25%. Hence the implication that these
landowners can therefore more readily afford to pay the RLR addition is without this foundation..

pBy all means publish these submissions on your website and afford me the opportunity to reiterate
the same at the forthcoming Pre-Budget Hearing. Kindly also advise whether there was a similar pre-
budget hearing last year before the RLR was implemented ?

All or any part of this submission will be made public and I have read the confidentiality statements

  I understand
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  Not Yet Supported
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