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Pre-budget Submission 8/11/19 

Please consider my request to remove the 2019/2020 Rural Living Rate increase for 

properties less than 2 hectares. My argument is based on your 4 key outcomes. I 

believe that offering the Conservation rate rebate to approved properties 

smaller than 2 hectares would: 

OUR place 

 Help preserve and enhance the values of the Green Wedge

 Help preserve and enhance the landscape values of our hinterland

 Improve the unique bushland-rural balance of the Peninsula

 Increase the area of indigenous bushland, improve the resilience of the

indigenous biodiversity and help enhance the connectedness of this

biodiversity

OUR connectivity 

 Help all landowners in the Green Wedge to feel equal, valued, connected and

motivated

 Encourage positive conservation contributions from ALL Green Wedge

landowners

 Build a committed, connected community which understands and values

indigenous biodiversity

OUR prosperity 

 Encourage all landowners within the Green Wedge to contribute to the

overall prosperity of the Green Wedge

 Increase the services indigenous biodiversity provides to agriculture, totally

free of charge,  in the form of habitat for beneficial animals and insects

(such as bats, birds and bees)

 Encourage ALL landowners within the Green Wedge to control weeds

Our wellbeing 

 Help retain and enhance the beautiful environment of our Peninsula which in

turn contributes to the wellbeing not only of landowners but also to the

thousands of annual visitors to the Peninsula,

In order to facilitate the above outcomes I believe offering the Conservation Rate 

Rebate to the owners of properties smaller than 2 hectares, who are undertaking 

approved Conservation work on their land would result in these owners feeling: 

 Motivated to continue or commence approved conservation work on their

properties
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 Valued as contributing members of our community (compared with the 

current feelings of alienation, being unvalued and feelings of being second 

class citizens who are somehow sponging on "first class" larger property 

owners) 

Further, I believe such a rate rebate would result in  

 a significant decrease in weeds and  

 a significant  increase in the area of indigenous biodiversity within the 

Green Wedge. 

 It would increase the available habitat for beneficial indigenous 

animals/insects  

 Through the services these animals provide (helping to provide an enhanced 

pest and feral animal-free environment) it would increase the prosperity of 

the agricultural production in the Green Wedge and reduce the need for 

chemicals such herbicides and insecticides 

 It would help to manage greenhouse gases by increasing indigenous flora 

and which are more resilient and more likely to be able to adapt to climate 

change than introduced species.  

It is ill-informed to say that smaller properties  

 can only be used for rural living. Many owners of smaller properties are 
Landcare members and  are more passionate conservationists and offer a 
higher contribution to indigenous flora and fauna conservation than larger, 
uninformed (often absentee) dollar-oriented landowners 

 
• are unlikely to incur the same land management costs as owners of larger lots 
 in the  Green Wedge. Many smaller landowners, because they do not have 
 conflicting farm priorities spend more time (very often their own time) and  money on 
 conservation than larger landowners  

 
• cannot make the same contribution to Green Wedge objectives in terms of 

supporting agricultural production, providing habitat area or maintaining 
landscape values, nor are likely to incur the same land management costs as 
the owners of larger properties, they still gain greater value than the general 
rate payer from the programs and policies which protect the Green Wedge (and 
their rural residential amenity).  

o I would argue that smaller properties can offer a greater contribution in 
providing connected habitat area, maintenance of landscape values 
and indeed many  incur larger management costs (in eradication 
weeds that larger landowners often manage poorly if at all). 

o However I do agree that the owners of smaller properties often gain 
greater value than the general rate payer from the programs and 
policies which protect the values of the Green Wedge because very 
often these owners volunteer for and enable these programs hence 
they gain an altruistic reward because they believe they are 
contributing to the protection of Green Wedge values which they 
understand and value. 
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