


 

1) Many small property owners are practising active conservation with restoring their land to it's
original vegetation and providing habitat renewal for wildlife. One of the many objectives of the Green
Wedge. Our property, which is a full treed block of 1.5 hectares, does more for greenhouse gases and
the world's environment with the reduction of carbon dioxide and production of oxygen than any larger
property cleared for agriculture. This is not recognised by the Shire because no representative came
and evaluated our property (or anyone else's) before the decision to tax small property owners was
made. Small properties are unlikely to have heavy machinery or tractors emitting diesel fumes into the
atmosphere, nor do they have herds of animals contributing to the methane problem further polluting
the environment. The contribution of small property owners should be supported and encouraged - not
downgraded, and taxed because we aren't doing enough!!
2) Limited land size does not equate to reduced cost of land management. There are no economies of
scale as there are for larger properties and there is a huge human cost in terms of manual labour
required as heavy agricultural machinery is not justified. And what business is this to the Shire? Small
property owners don't have their hands out for assistance from the Shire for the management of their
property. This is not a plausible argument on the Shire's behalf.

The Shire's claim that rates for 2019/20 have been kept to the 2.5% cap set by the State Government
is a nonsense. SMALL PROPERTY OWNERS RATES HAVE INCREASED BY 20% which is unfair,
discriminatory and unjust.
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