
 

VFF Peninsula Branch submission: 
Input to the development of the 2020/21 Mornington Peninsula Shire budget 

 
Item 1: 
Agriculture, as a productive primary production land use, is not receiving the support required, to 
manage the right to farm issues, the land use conflicts, the various sector and community 
education needs, as is referred to in the Council Community Plan and the Localised Planning 
Statement. If we as a Shire community wish to maintain 70% of the Peninsula as Green Wedge, 
we need an active, vital and viable agricultural sector.  
CONCERN:  Planning permits for accommodation and farm management plans are being 
determined by Statutory Planners without appropriate backup.  Green Wedge Zone is a rural zone, 
not a residential zone. The Purposes for GWZ make no mention of residential use. Unless an 
Applicant can clearly demonstrate that a sustainable agricultural use [Note 1] on the land requires 
the dwelling then approval of a dwelling is not supported by the Planning Scheme in either the 
State or Local provisions. 
The Agribusiness & Food Industry Facilitation Officer’s role is focussed beyond the farm. This is 
fine for whole of food systems, but it’s not the main game of Primary Production/ Sustainable 
Agriculture. It is unfair and unsustainable to expect such a position to encompass primary 
agriculture when the staff are not trained in this area. With the departure of the Agricultural Science 
and Agronomy trained Gillian Stewart in 2016, Shire management changed the job description and 
reduced the focus on Primary Production / Sustainable Agriculture which was the role originally 
intended and resourced. 
Farm Management Plans are generally written by agriculturally qualified people on a fee for service 
basis. Remember that “He who pays the piper calls the tune”. The shire cannot claim that these 
plans have been adequately scrutinised unless they have been assessed by someone of similar or 
higher qualifications (or experience) than the author of the report. 
The need for planners with agricultural experience is going to become even more necessary with 
the planning and then implementation of the Strategic Agricultural Land overlay currently being 
developed by the State Government. If the Shire acts now, it will secure the best available people 
before the competition starts with the other Interface and Periurban councils who will also be 
affected by this new overlay, who will be similarly looking for agricultural planners. 

With the Shire’s ongoing support and advocacy for recycled water schemes for food production, 
the demands on the agricultural arm of the shire are being further taxed. The Shire currently does 
not have the capability to deliver this and other programs such as regenerative agriculture. To 
bring new concepts (use of recycled water) into an area requires the skill set of what was referred 
to as an extension officer in agriculture. That is someone who can take the new information being 
generated by scientists and break it down into concepts that can be applied locally that are 
understood and adopted by farmers. 

ACTION: VFF Peninsula requests that the 2020/21 budget includes a salary or priority project bid, 
for an Agricultural officer with an Agronomist / Agricultural degree to function inside the farm, as 
per traditional Department of Agriculture extension officers, used to service farms on the Shire. We 
request they must have a minimum of 5 years or more agricultural experience, so that the role also 
has the ability to advise and assist with Statutory Planning permit applications, and Agriculture 
Victoria guidelines. This would be consistent with the direction in the Council Plan to foster and 
encourage agriculture, and protect valuable Green Wedge land.  
We note that the Shire employs specialist planners in Heritage, Urban Design, Coastal Planning 
and Natural Systems. Gap analysis points to the glaring omission of a policy informed Agriculture 



planner, for 70% of the Peninsula’s landmass, home to Agriculture and Green Wedge Rural Land 
use. 
As an alternative, as a lesser cost to the budget: Given the very high turnover of Statutory 
Planners, the Shire would appoint a person with both planning qualifications and significant 
agricultural experience when a planning vacancy next occurs. 
NON-BUDGET ASK: In addition, VFF Peninsula urges the MP Shire Council to call on the Minister 
for Planning to ensure greater consistency in making decisions under Farming and Green Wedge 
Zones through a series of Planning Practice Notes.  MP Shire could offer to be a pilot council in the 
development of these Notes and VFF Peninsula would be pleased to assist in any way possible. 
 
Item 2: 
A planning scheme needs consistent application of principles in the determination of permit 
applications, and transparent enforcement of permit conditions; to have credibility and “buy-in” in 
the community. 
Planning permits for dwellings in GWZ are approved subject to a Farm Management Plan (FMP) or 
Conservation Management Plan which is then attached to the title via a Section 173 agreement. 
This agreement has to be lodged with the Shire and endorsed on title.   Permits for the dwelling, 
that must be ancillary to the agricultural use, typically require that the agricultural use be in 
operation or have substantially commenced prior to the construction or the occupation of the 
dwelling. [Note 2] 
CONCERN:  There are instances of FMPs not being complied with, or not even registered on title. 
In some cases, dwellings are occupied with no apparent agriculture at all, contrary to the permit. 
Properties are being sold with the new owner completely unaware. Occasionally, there is even real 
estate material promoting land uses not allowable in GWZ. The Planning Compliance team is 
significantly under-resourced and is having to prioritise cases, and neglect the balance of cases.  
In addition, with the Shire considering the use of the MPP trademark and its ACCC obligations, the 
amount of compliance workload will drastically increase.  
ACTION: VFF Peninsula requests that the 2020/21 budget includes an additional full time Planning 
Compliance officer who focusses on the Green Wedge, Farm Management Plans and MPP, to 
maintain the integrity of the Planning Scheme and to protect Green Wedge land from inappropriate 
uses; this includes m2 floor spaces of farm sheds, and retail shop uses, outside allowable zone 
provisions. 
 
Item 3: 
CONCERN: VFF Peninsula remains concerned about land use conflicts with retail sales trying to 
establish in GWZ.  Any changes to the State Planning Provisions that regulate this, sought by a 
limited number of players, would take 2-3 years. For those farms that don’t want to operate 
farmgate sales, it is arguable that the sales point should be where its accessible to a significant 
population and public transport, and not on remote roads. i.e. In a Major Activity Centre. 
ACTION: VFF Peninsula requests that the 2020/21 budget includes a Priority Project to investigate 
a MP Farm Produce sales centre in the underutilised Shire-owned Wannaeue Place retail area. 
The strength of this proposal is that it would be a shop in the Commercial Zone, promoting 
Mornington Peninsula Produce. It would be “Accessible”, consistent with the Shire’s Health & 
Wellbeing Policy, and Disability Access Policy.  
 
Item 4:  
Better use of recycled water flowing out to Boags rocks outfall. 
CONCERN:  
Seasonal dry spells depleting dams of water for irrigation and firefighting. 
ACTION: 
VFF Peninsula requests that the 2020/21 budget includes funds to match the Federal Member for 
Flinders Greg Hunt’s election promise of $300,000 towards the Hinterland Environmental Water 
Scheme feasibility study. 
 




