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14 November 2019 

The Mayor and Councillors 

Mornington Peninsula Shire 

P.O Box 1000

Rosebud.

Dear Mayor Hearn and Councillors, 

Re: Mornington Peninsula Shire 2020/21 Budget Submission 

The Mornington Peninsula Beach Box Association recognises the value that the Shire 

adds to the Mornington Peninsula and the competing issues being promoted by 

organisations and residents.  To ensure that the most balanced outcome of decisions made 

by the Shire can be obtained, a high degree of professionalism and integrity is essential. 

We strongly encourage the Councillors and staff of the Shire to employ these attributes so 

that all requirements demanded of residents and organisations are equitable. 

We submit that the following should be professionally considered and addressed so that 

future decisions made by the Shire are equitable. 

Licence Fee and Waste Service Charge applied to Boatsheds and Bathing Boxes 

We request a review of the Licence Fees and Waste Service Charge applied to Boatsheds 

and Bathing Boxes on the relevant beaches on the Mornington Peninsula. 

Licensees of Boatsheds and Bathing Boxes request to be treated fairly and reasonably in 

the application of fees and Charges. 

At present, Licensees are charged Council Rates with an equivalent 'CIV' rate as per 

domestic residential properties. 

Included in their Rates Notice is a Waste Service Charge (WSC) where there is no 

service provided relative to the comparable charge on their residential property. 

Providing a dedicated weekly bin/waste service to Boatsheds and Bathing Boxes under 

the Council Boatshed and Bathing Box Policy contradicts the Shire’s Licence requiring 

that waste cannot be stored in Boatsheds or Bathing Boxes. 
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In addition to the Rates Notice (including the WSC), an annual Licence Fee is charged. 

 

The combined impost of the higher (reviewed) Licence Fee ($1,200) brings Shire based 

fees to a total in most cases higher than those applied to a resident’s residential property. 

We hear from the Shire’s staff that the $1,200 annual Licence Fee was benchmarked to 

the Licence Fee charged by City of Kingston. 

However, the City of Kingston charge their $1,200 as an all-inclusive charge for Rates 

and Licence fees. 

 

We request a review of the fees charged to Boatsheds and Bathing Boxes. 

 

 

CIV rate applicable to Boatsheds 

 

Boatsheds are not Freehold property and they are non-inhabitable by Shire bylaw 

however they attract the same CIV rate as residential property. 

 

We request a review of the CIV rate. 

There is an argument for the CIV rate applied to Boatsheds and Bathing Boxes to be less 

than the same rate applied to residential property.  Boatshed and Bathing Box licensees 

receive little or no service from the Shire when compared with other properties in the 

Shire 

 

 

Licence Fees 

 

Shire Rates charged are based on valuations of each residential property and vary widely 

for different locations, along with other factors i.e. Rates charged for Rosebud will be 

different to those applied in Portsea. 

We request Licence Fees be reviewed.  

At present a Boatshed in Rosebud could be valued at less than $100,000 which is likely 

to be significantly less than that of a value of a Portsea Boatshed. 

However, they will have an impost of the same annual Licence fee of $1,200. 

 

We request a benchmark approach comparing 'like with like'. 

 

A recognised and experienced Property Valuer for private structures on Crown Land 

should be appointed to determine a true standard licence fee value for Boatsheds and 

Bathing Boxes on the Mornington Peninsula. 

A professional and equitable approach will determine this value for Boatsheds and 

Bathing Boxes and will include annual increases in the Licence Fee linked to Consumer 

Price Index Melbourne All Groups. 
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Ownership Transfer Fee 

In addition to all of the charges imposed by the Shire identified above, when a Licence is 

transferred from a seller to a buyer, a fee is charged based on the value of sale albeit with 

a minimum charge levied.  This charge had been nominal until recently when the 

percentage applied to the charge has been increased.  No justification for imposing this 

charge or in fact the increase has been given by the Shire save to offer an obtuse “to 

cover Admission Cost”. 

 

 

In Summary 

There will be a greater understanding and acceptance by Licensees of the process and 

consideration applied to their full financial contribution to the operation of the Shire 

when these matters are addressed to an equitable outcome. 

Only then will Licensees be more accommodating in understanding and accepting of the 

fees and charges  

 

Although there are ongoing discussions with Council officers regarding issues mentioned 

above, we request to be kept open for us to be heard on this submission. 

 

Regards, 

 

 

Mark A Davis 

Vice President 

Mornington Peninsula Beach Box Association 
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