


  plant out an olive grove in the near future.
Similarly, we have incurred significant cost in the purchase of a mulcher to recycle all our non-
compostable green waste, with the added advantage of improving the air quality by not having to burn
off.
Furthermore, for over 25 years, we have managed noxious weeds such as ragwort, New Zealand
sorrel, capeweed, onionweed, blackberry and many others, not only on our property but also on our
neighbouring properties, with the neighbours’ permission. This negates the council’s argument that,
“The limited land size also means [we] are unlikely to incur the same land management costs as
owners of larger lots in the Green Wedge.”
We have incurred substantial cost in the construction of multiple concrete water storage tanks, to
attain a self-reliant potable water supply and thus alleviate the burden on the council and state
government. Indeed, we have identified opportunities for recycling and utilising our grey water for the
irrigation of our vegetable garden.
The council’s actions are unjust, ill-conceived and invalid as eloquently stated by Carolynn Massola’s
submission to Council.
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Dear Sir/Madam, 

We write to you as ratepayers upon whom the NEW Rural Living Differential Rate has been imposed. 

We strongly object to the 20% surcharge, imposed by Mornington Peninsula Shire Council on our 

family-home property of more than 25 years. 

There is no common sense, whatsoever, for the council penalising us for being exemplary role 

models by endorsing the principles of responsible ratepayers who have for over a quarter of a 

century protected remnant vegetation on our property, developed habitat corridors and significantly 

added to its biodiversity by planting thousands of plants. Proof of our successful habitat 

conservation practices are the regular sightings of native wildlife including koalas, echidnas, 

kangaroos and numerous species of native birds, on our property. 

Since March 1994, we have established an organic mixed fruit orchard, citrus grove, home vineyard 

and a very large vegetable garden of approximately 200 m2 which have sustained our family of five 

throughout this period. For over 25 years we have recycled all our green waste, producing organic 

compost that has improved the health of our soil as well as our plants. It is important to us to 

continue to maintain these agricultural and sustainable conservation practices as exemplified by our 

intention to plant out an olive grove in the near future. 

Similarly, we have incurred significant cost in the purchase of a mulcher to recycle all our non-

compostable green waste, with the added advantage of improving the air quality by not having to 

burn off. 

Furthermore, for over 25 years, we have managed noxious weeds such as ragwort, New Zealand 

sorrel, capeweed, onionweed, blackberry and many others, not only on our property but also on our 

neighbouring properties, with the neighbours’ permission. This negates the council’s argument that, 

“The limited land size also means [we] are unlikely to incur the same land management costs as 

owners of larger lots in the Green Wedge.” 

We have incurred substantial cost in the construction of multiple concrete water storage tanks, to 

attain a self-reliant potable water supply and thus alleviate the burden on the council and state 

government. Indeed, we have identified opportunities for recycling and utilising our grey water for 

the irrigation of our vegetable garden. 

The council’s actions are unjust, ill-conceived and invalid as eloquently stated by Carolynn Massola’s 

submission to Council. 

Regards, 

Family Milanko 
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