


- provide a trail which can be utilised by people using mobility aids
- provide a safe trail for cyclists

Do you plan to seek additional funding sources, i.e. grants, donations, etc.

  Working with politicians to gain federal and state funding - refer attachment

Are there other community members, organisations, businesses, etc. that you are, or might, work
with to help deliver this project?

  Not at this stage. Although a future option is being considered.

Are there key stages, timelines of dates for this project?

  The staging of the project is dependent upon receiving government funding.

Has funding previously been sought for this project?

  No

Will this project require ongoing maintenance or continued financial support from the Shire? (if
known)

  Yes

Do you want to be heard at the Forward Planning Meeting?

  Yes

Additional submission details

 

If the Shire requires additional details - please contact Graeme Rocke

PS: I have attempted to load a PDF file below, if the file is not received, please contact me, Thank you

Submission attachment/s

  MPS-Budget-2020-21-Application.pdf

All or any part of this submission will be made public and I have read the confidentiality statements

  I understand

Project Category

  Community Submission

Supported

  Not Yet Supported
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MORNINGTON PENINSULA SHIRE 

ANNUAL BUDGET SUBMISSION 2020-21 

MORNINGTON COMMUNITY SAFELINK GROUP 
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2020-21 Budget Application. 

Attached is an explanation of the Mornington Community Safelink. 

Simply, it is the construction of the community pathway alongside the Mornington Tourist Railway, 

from Moorooduc to Mornington. It complies with the budget submission process in that the project 

falls under the key theme “Our Connectivity”. It has the bipartisan support of all levels of 

Government and the Community.  

We are seeking two lines of funding through the 2020-21 budget. 

1. Printing Cost Recovery. A small budget allocation to support the Mornington Community 

Safelink Group’s advocacy campaign to cover the cost of brochures and other hand out 

material that promotes this important community project. 

 

Budget Request $5,000. 

 

(This is not an advance, but payment by the Shire upon receipt of satisfactory documentary 

evidence from suppliers) 

 

2. Immediate Commitment to Construction Costs. The Shire has developed a project cost 

estimate of $5.957 M. The direct benefit of the project construction is calculated at $4.45M 

and indirect benefits of $4.79M for this project. This is before any users step foot or wheel 

on the path. Refer Attachment 2. 

In all scenarios it is likely that this investment will be shared by Federal and State 

governments and the Shire.  

Budget Request $1.5m  

We are asking the Mornington Peninsula Shire to provide the leadership in this project by 

making a commitment of $1.5m to the construction contingent upon the Federal 

government providing a Community Development Grant and the State government 

providing funding through the Growing Suburbs Fund.   

 

At a recent meeting with Mr Greg Hunt, he supported such an approach.   
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Objectives 

Our Objectives to have a safe community pathway across Mornington which will: 

Establish safe access paths between schools, sporting facilities, arts precincts, shopping centres and 

community facilities. 

Fostering healthy active lifestyles. 

 

The Proposed Alignment of the Community Path 

The proposed pathway would be constructed along the side of the Mornington Tourist Railway from 

Moorooduc Station to Mornington Station. Then utilise existing pathway infrastructure through the 

Dallas Brookes reserve to the Mornington Civic Reserve. As depicted in the map below. 

 

 

 

Our Strategy 

• Raise community awareness of the project: 
o Seeking letters of support from: 

▪ community groups 
▪ schools 
▪ sporting groups 
▪ shopping centres 

o Seeking public support through an electronic petition on Facebook – over 760 
supporters 

o Building a petition suitable to be tabled in Parliament 
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o Will selectively attend public events to gain support. 

• Advocate the project to State and Federal Politicians. We have met the following politicians 
or their representatives: 

o Federal member for Flinders – Mr Greg Hunt 
o State member for Nepean – Mr Chris Brayne 
o State member for Mornington – Mr David Morris, who supported this project in 

Parliament – Refer Attachment 1 – Extract from Hansard. 
o Federal member for Dunkley – Representative for Peta Murphy 
o We are seeking appointments with four other politicians.  

 

 

Involvement with the Mornington Peninsula Shire: 

• Working with the Infrastructure team since October 2018 to prepare the ‘Concept’ 
engineering drawings which are complete. 

• The Shire now has the project at ‘shovel ready’ status. 

• Environmental impact study complete including impact on the orchid near Wooralla Drive. 

• Economic study complete  

• The Shire has money allocated for ‘Push Button’ Traffic Lights at Bungower RD. 

• In principle agreement received from Vic Track (owners of the land). 

• In principle agreement from Mornington Tourist Railway. 

• Our Group lodged a submission to The Briars Master Plan in May 2019. 
 

Meetings with Councillors: 

• Met councillor Antonella Celi October 2018 

• Presentation to the Shire Health & Wellbeing Committee – December 2018. 

• Meet councillor Bev Colomb – March 2019. 

• Attended Briars Ward Councillors Thursday 18th July at 5:30 pm. 

• Attended ‘Meet the Mayor’ on Friday 19th July at 10:00am 

• Meeting with Shire two Shire Councillors, a GM, Rail Society, local and federal politicians (or 
representatives) 3rd October 2019. 

 

Meetings with Other Groups / Individuals: 

• Mornington Cycles 

• White Bike Foundation 

• RACV, Peter Kartsidimas, Senior Manager – Transport, Planning and Infrastructure. 

• Bicycle Networking – CEO Garry Brennan 

 

Support for this project. 

All politicians who we have contacted fully support this project. Community groups that we make 

connection with are keen to provide a letter of support for the project. 

Mornington Peninsula Shire councillors that we have spoken with support the project. 

Members of the public that we come into contact with eagerly support the project. 
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Recognition by the Mornington Peninsula Shire 

In the council’s 2017-21 Plan, the council has formally acknowledged the completion of missing 

inland trail links as a ‘Major Initiative’.  
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ATTACHMENT 1 – Hansard – Mr David Morris 

 

 

Mornington Community Safe Link 

15 Oct 2019 

Mr MORRIS (Mornington) (19:11:02): (1219) I raise a matter this evening for the 

Treasurer. I ask the Treasurer to provide an amount of $6 million in the 2020–21 

budget to permit the construction of stage 1 of the Mornington community safety 

link.  

The safety link is the logical extension of the Peninsula Link Trail, which currently 

terminates at Moorooduc station. It is a shovel-ready project. It will link Moorooduc 

station with Mornington and lead on to the wider peninsula. It will of course enhance 

Mornington’s already considerable liveability in many ways, but more importantly it 

will provide an active transport option for residents of Mornington, Mount Eliza and 

ultimately Mount Martha. 

Recreational riders, whether they are locals or tourists, of all ages and abilities, will 

have the opportunity to use the path for both recreation and relaxation, and we all 

know the benefits of active recreation for health purposes. It is also an opportunity 

for commuters to travel within the Mornington area and to Mount Eliza and ultimately 

Frankston—but also, an important group of commuting cyclists would be the 

schoolchildren. There is an opportunity there in that the trail would link five schools 

and two major sporting facilities, and currently there are not particularly good cycling 

links, or particularly safe cycling links, between those facilities. Kids tend to stay off 

their bikes, and this sort of facility would certainly have parents encouraging their 

children to ride to school. 

Cycling is a viable transport option in the Mornington area. It is a relatively flat town, 

but we lack purpose-built cycling and walking infrastructure. We have got increased 

traffic congestion, which I have spoken about in this place on many occasions, 

particularly in the vicinity of the schools and facilities that this link would serve. And 

of course there is the benefit of reduced carbon emissions as well from the 

expansion of active transport. The shire have tabled a document that identifies a 

direct economic benefit of some $4.5 million from the construction and a similar 

indirect benefit, and that is before anyone uses the path. 

The path also has the strong support of the Mornington Railway Preservation 

Society, which currently operates the tourist railway. There are a number of 

alternatives in terms of funding, but most of those do not have the significant 

quantum that would allow this project to proceed in full. I am asking the Treasurer to 

consider this opportunity as a standalone item, objectively consider the considerable 

benefits of this project for the community and set aside $6 million in the next budget. 
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Existing Trail

Missing Links

Winery

School

LEGEND

PRIORITY 1 - 1. Mornington to Moorooduc (4.9 km)
A path that connects Mornington to the Peninsula Link Trail along the 
Mornington Tourist Railway.
Estimated cost: $5,957,000

INDIRECT IMPACTDIRECT IMPACT

CONSTRUCTION PHASE ECONOMIC BENEFITS

Strengthening Mornington 
Peninsula’s brand as a premier 
cycling and walking destination

Other Benefits

Satisfies and aligns with local 
and state Government’s strategic 
objectives including:

QUALITATIVE BENEFITS

+$4.45 million
in Direct Economic Output

+10
Direct Jobs (FTE)

Encourage a greater dispersal of 
visitation across the region

Encourage an increase in active 
transport use for recreation and 
commuter trips • Victoria’s Cycling Strategy 

• Victoria’s Visitor Economy Strategy 
• Mornington Peninsula Shire Council 

Plan 
• Mornington Peninsula Bicycle Strategy 
• Mornington Peninsula Shire’s Health 

and Wellbeing Plan 
• Mornington Peninsula Shire’s 

Sustainable Transport Strategy

•  Encourage a reduction in traffic 
congestion, road provision costs, vehicle 
ownership, operating and parking costs

• Encourage a reduction of environmental 
pollution and traffic noise

• Encourage improved physical and 
cognitive health for children and seniors

• Encourage an increase in social 
connection and civic pride

+$4.79 million
in Indirect Economic Output

+15
Indirect Jobs (FTE)




