


 

Negotiations with Aboriginal community representatives led to an agreement that occupancy of these
sites could be resumed if they were modified to allow permanent protection of the underlying middens.
At the time Government funding was made available for this.

Sorrento differs from Rye West by being hilly rather than level because of old sand dune formation
and having midden sites. Apart from this my January 2017 submission is relevant to redevelopment of
Rye West.

Goals of the Project

1. To bring water infrastructure in relation to fire control, tap access, sullage points up to CFA
requirements and registered caravan park standards.

2. To bring both camping precincts up to both normative and legal standards required of contemporary
Australian caravan parks, in particular, the Residential Tenancies Act and Regulations, CFA
requirements, Disability legislation, Aboriginal heritage, cultural considerations, sites of archaeological
significance legislation and DEWLP requirements for management of caravan and camping parks
Crown Reserves.

3. To improve the amenity of the facilities and built and natural environment for regular and new
Foreshore campers by improving the camping experience and enjoyment and also to increase site
occupancy and thus tourism.

4. To redesign camping sites to ensure easy van access at all times. This relates to landlocked sites,
sites with steep, sandy, eroded, narrow access lanes, and those where campers hire a van wrangler
to get their van on or off site.

5. To implement land management strategies and long term land management plans at both
precincts.

6. On the Sorrento cliff face and camping area, repair and provide ongoing management of erosion,
remove box thorn, re-establish moonah trees and other species consistent with the original moonah
forest vegetation.

7. To maintain and expand the contribution of the extensive Foreshore camping community to the
Peninsula economy and established relationships with Peninsula community including for example,
many campers who have bought houses in the area.

8. To provide quality holiday options to Victorians including new campers and the established
Foreshore camper communities.

9. To ensure permanent protection of heritage and cultural aspects of the Sorrento Foreshore area
especially midden sites.

10. Develop a history area at Sorrento Foreshore, explaining the presence of the middens and the use
of the area as a camping site over thousands of years, as part of an annual movement of original
inhabitants using local marine resources. Sorrento Foreshore is still a popular venue for an annual
migration.

Do you currently have money (partial or otherwise) to fund this project?

  No

Do you plan to seek additional funding sources, i.e. grants, donations, etc.

  No

Are there other community members, organisations, businesses, etc. that you are, or might, work
with to help deliver this project?

 

The Foreshore Camping Liaison Committee, Foreshore Camping Management team; Aboriginal
community representatives, Nathan Kearsley, Manager Strategy and Property, and Sorrento
Foreshore campers in general who should be consulted for their well informed understanding of
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issues and feasibility related to these proposals.

Are there key stages, timelines of dates for this project?

 

CFA fire safety safety standards are far below acceptable levels at both Sorrento and Rye West
camping precincts (no fire hydrants or readily accessible taps). This increases risk to campers and
poses legal liability issues for council. For this reason it is preferable that the proposed redevelopment
be completed at both camping precincts during the 2020-2021 budget year. 

If both precincts can not be redeveloped in the same budget year, three considerations apply to
whether priority is given to the redevelopment of the Sorrento precinct. 
1. Funds were available from Aboriginal Affairs for works to protect and rehabilitate midden sites at
Sorrento when Sorrento redevelopment was being considered in 2017. 
2. Thirty eight sites at Sorrento precinct are currently unavailable for occupancy until these works are
completed. Over three years including the 2019-2020 season this has cost more than $500,000 in
Foreshore fee income. 
2. Early redevelopment of Sorrento would make these sites available and free up alternative sites that
midden site campers have been allocated at Rye and Sorrento.

Has funding previously been sought for this project?

  No

Will this project require ongoing maintenance or continued financial support from the Shire? (if
known)

  No

Do you want to be heard at the Forward Planning Meeting?

  No

Additional submission details

 

MPS council is authorised by DEWLP to operate Crown Reserve Foreshore Camping and Caravan
Parks as a Committee of Management in accordance with the Committee of Management
Responsibilities and Good Practice Guidelines, which require that Crown Reserve caravan parks they
administer meet standards required under the Residential Tenancies Act 1997 and the Residential
Tenancies (Caravan Parks and Movable Dwellings Registration and Standards) Regulations 2010. 

Council administers the registration of Caravan Parks within the Shire, including the Foreshore
Caravan parks it operates. Registration of any caravan park is dependent on the facility meeting
Residential Tenancies legislative standards. Among other standards this includes meeting CFA
requirements that must be met immediately or according to time lines in a schedule of works that
forms part of the registration certificate.

It is anomalous that though this requirement has been in place for all caravan parks since 2010 it has
not been implemented for Foreshore caravan parks other than Rye East even though it breaches
requirements for registration of these parks. The only CFA requirements that have been met are for
evacuation plans and spacing between sites. Fire hydrants and taps on each caravan site have not
been provided.

Other provisions particularly relevant to Foreshore Camping and Caravan Parks include:

1. Caravan Park Fire Safety Guidelines 2012;
2. Aboriginal Heritage Act 2006
3. Victorian Heritage Act
4. Crown Land (Reserves Act) 1978
5. Disability Discrimination Act 1992

My other 2020-2021 budget submission includes a proposal for provision of disability accessible toilets
and showers at all Foreshore amenities blocks. These are required in order to meet the legal
obligations of council for equal disability access to council services and facilities (Disability
Discrimination Act 1992).
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Foreshore Caravan Parks are council services and the whole Park site and its amenities are council
facilities. This highlights council’s legal responsibility to provide these facilities. 

Refer to my attached Jan 2017 submission for further details of improvements needed to bring Rye
West and Sorrento camping precincts to normative levels expected by the public in contemporary
Australian caravan parks, This includes provision of reasonably level sites, adequate space for
modern caravans with annexes and car space, camp kitchens for tent campers (see the second item
in my other 2020-2021 budget submission. These are usefully described in the DEWLP “Committee of
Management Responsibilities and Good Practice Guidelines”.

Submission attachment/s

  Sorrento-Foreshore-Submission-David-George-Jan-2017-B.doc

All or any part of this submission will be made public and I have read the confidentiality statements

  I understand

Project Category

  Community Submission

Supported

  Not Yet Supported
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SORRENTO FORESHORE REDEVELOPMENT SUBMISSION 
 
Submission by David George, Site 272 Sorrento Foreshore 
31 January 2017 
 
 
Understood Goals of the Project 
 
• To ensure permanent protection of heritage and cultural aspects of the Foreshore area 

especially midden sites. 
• To bring water infrastructure in relation to fire control, tap access, sullage points up to 

registered caravan park standards. 
• To improve the amenity of the facilities and built and natural environment for Foreshore 

campers 
• Implement land management strategies on the cliff and camping area including, repair 

and ongoing management of erosion, removing box thorn, re-establishment of moonah 
trees and other native species. 

 
Scope of the Project 
These notes are made knowing that the project extends to improving amenity of the whole 
Sorrento Foreshore environment with 
 

• Priority to be given to protection of midden sites. 
• Other works being prioritised within the goal of improving amenity of the whole foreshore 

environment 
 
Being unsure of the extent of works being considered some of my suggestions may be outside the 
scope of the project. 
 
Part 1 discusses redeveloping the park with particular reference to developing and 
implementing a master plan for site and park redevelopment to contemporary caravan park 
standards. 
 
Part 2 discusses midi site protection. 
 
List of All Proposals 
 
All proposals are listed here for convenient reference.  Reference to the discussion in the text 
will be necessary to evaluate them. 
 
Long Term Master Plan For Sorrento Foreshore 
 

• Develop a master plan for redevelopment of sites on the whole Sorrento Foreshore area 
• As part of this master plan consider the possibility of attracting more travelling tourists to 

Sorrento Foreshore during off peak periods  
 

Levelling All Sites 
 

• Where possible all sites to be levelled and redesigned to meet normal caravan park 
standard van site requirements 

• Redesign all sites to make more efficient use of available space and allow establishment of 
new sites 

Submission No. 120



 2 

• Implement site redevelopment in conjunction with earth works for water and sullage. 
 
Tap and Sullage Point Location 
 

• Ensure careful attention to location points of tap and sullage points on individual sites as 
there is no standard van placement on sites. 

 
Car Parking  
 

• Develop the current boat storage area (below 250 -252) as a car park. This would provide 
additional spaces for campers to park and increase availability of the main car park to 
day visitors 

• Ensure the current standard of 1 car park per site is maintained in redesign of any sites.   
• Develop more car park places for example adjacent to the road area above 281-284. 

 
Erosion on Through Road Shoulder 
 

• Provide wide shallow gutters on both sides of this roadway 
 
Resource For Travelling Tourists 
 

• Develop 10 to 15 sites to standard caravan park criteria for use by mobile tourists. 
• These sites to be available for short term campers during peak period 
• Install a dump point at Sorrento Foreshore possibly at the main amenities block  

 
Steps to Main Car Park 
 

• Replace steps to main car park between 271 & 270 
 
Upgrade West Sorrento Amenities Block – T39 
 

• Redevelop this facility to include more toilet cubicles/showers in the women’s' toilets 
• Build an accessible toilet and shower facility for frail aged and other disability 

requirements 
• Re-tile all showers to ensure drainage back into the shower area instead of onto the main 

floor 
• Resurface the main floor to ensure proper drainage and enable easier removal of excess 

water 
• Consider extending the shower cubicles further into main floor area to allow a dry 

changing space in the showers. 
 
Sand Shower 
 

• Build a path between the sand shower and the road 
 
Dish Washing Facilities 
 

• Provide camp kitchens for food preparation and dish washing for tent campers including 
bins for food scraps 
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Revegetation 
 

• Use plantings where possible to stabilise soil surfaces. 
• Plant moonah and other moonah forest species where possible 
• Include guidelines for new planting in the master plan for redevelopment 

 
Extra Amenities Block at Western end of the Park 
 

• Build an amenities block at the Western end of the Park.   
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PART 1 
 
REDEVELOPMENT – MAIN OPTIONS 
 
Proposal 

• Develop a master plan for redevelopment of sites on the whole Sorrento Foreshore area 
• As part of this master plan consider the possibility of attracting more travelling tourists to 

Sorrento Foreshore during off peak periods 
 
Observable History 
Sorrento Foreshore developed independently from other Foreshore camping areas. It had its own 
ranger and is not on level ground as are other foreshore areas.  
 
Current Foreshore sites appear to have evolved from early practice of finding a suitable place to 
erect your 12' x 12' auto tent which housed the whole family (say up to to 1960s).  
 
Current sparse tap distribution reflects this arrangement where buckets were the norm and 
sullage deposited in the drain points at the taps. 
 
With increasing use of caravans the best vehicle accessible sites were used with no levelling and 
no standardisation of site size. Inaccessible sites remained tent sites for example 254.  Powered 
sites were introduced. 
 
Over time some sites were improved with retaining walls but minimal levelling and no overall 
development plan.  
 
This still applies for most of Sorrento Foreshore with limited planning directed at major 
redevelopment and many sites established around the original land profile.  
 
Moving On 
Like Pollyanna it just grew. This describes development of Sorrento Foreshore. The future of the 
park should be governed by proper planning, hence the need for a master plan. 
 
Obviously redevelopment must retain the charm of the area and minimise any over developed 
look. 
 
The current norm for caravan parks is to provide power, sullage points and hose connections to 
vans, with level sites able to take a 21ft van and annexe. Fewer sites are available for vans 22ft 
or more. (See further discussion under “Possible Resource for Travelling Tourists”) 
 
Levelling All Sites 
 
Proposal 
 

• Where possible all sites to be levelled and redesigned to meet standard van site 
requirements 

• Redesign all sites to make more efficient use of available space and allow establishment of 
new sites 

• Implement site redevelopment in conjunction with earth works for water and sullage. 
 
While adjusting site size and shape is in many cases impracticable, redesign of some site areas 
may allow for creation of new sites for example in the area near 285, 285A and 284.  
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(The location of 285A on the site plan is a mystery, unless it is on the area of the old portable 
toilets in which case it needs redevelopment to provide another site.) 
 
New sites would need to be included in planning for sullage and tap works. 
 
An important issue in improving sites, is that many current sites are sloped or slightly sloped.  
 
While vans can be levelled by chocking up or dropping a wheel into a hole.  (Digging in the 
surface of a site can interfere with grass retention.) 
 
Even slight slopes make proper erection of annexes difficult as they have to conform to the slope. 
 
Campers on tent sites also appreciate a level site. 
 
Because of possible unidentified midden sites, redesign or creating extra sites needs to involve 
minimal earth works.  Options for this can be increased by use of retaining walls and fill.  
 
 
Tap and Sullage Point Location 
 
Proposals 
 

• Ensure careful attention to location points of tap and sullage points 
 
If sullage points are provided for all Sorrento sites careful attention would be need to be given to 
their placement.  The usual arrangement would expect that the van tow bar direction would 
serve to locate a van's sullage outlet position.  This is not the case for some sites. 
 
With no standardised site layout, campers orient their van in the direction that make best use of 
the site. For example on site 271 the towbar is on the eastern side of the site; on 272 it is on the 
west; on 273 it is north with the van oriented north-south. 
 
Another point is that sullage points need to be designed level with the ground surface so they 
are not damaged when manoeuvring vans or vehicles. This is relevant where extra van 
manoeuvring is needed because of limited site size and access issues.  
 
Tap locations need similar consideration.  
 
Mitigating Erosion on Site Access Lanes 
 
Proposal 

• Seal all sloped access lanes 
 
Observation of erosion on access lanes is that it mainly occurs where these are sloped, for 
example, between 270 & 271, between 272 & 275 and up to 315-318.  
 
By comparison, the lower part of the sealed lane up to 319, 320, 326  & 327 shows some erosion 
but is generally OK. (However the unsealed circular access loop at the top is very unstable.) 
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Car Parking  
 
Proposals 

• Develop the current boat storage area (below 250 -252) as a car park. This would provide 
additional spaces for campers and increase availability of the main car park to day 
visitors 

• Ensure the current standard of 1 car park per site is maintained in redesign of any sites.   
• Develop more car park places for example adjacent to the road area above 281-284. 

 
With the roadside area above 281-284, The adjoining bank is eroding partly because of vehicle 
access to lower sites. There is possible midden erosion occurring.  
 
A retaining wall on the bank would allow for parallel parking of about 7 vehicles. Site 297 has 
no car park space and uses this area. Alternative access would be required for 284. (See 
Erosion – Access Lanes Between 278, 279 & 280, 281) 
 
Planned car parking could significantly increase amenity of throughout the park and reduce 
erosion. 

 
 
Erosion on Through Road Shoulder 
 
Proposal 

• Provide wide shallow gutters on both sides of this roadway 
 
Erosion caused by water run off and vehicle traffic is readily observable on edges of this 
roadway.  
 
This water run off also damages adjoining down hill areas. 
 
Wide shallow gutters on both sides of the roadway, especially where it is sloped would 
considerably reduce erosion and road shoulder damage. 
 
The suggestion for wide shallow gutters is to ensure sufficient water carrying capacity for 
storms which cause the worst erosion and to allow easy access for vans and vehicles. 
 
The track to the path between 271 & 270 is an example of rain erosion. Significant quantities of 
sand have been washed down the edge of 266.  Preventing such erosion will be more important 
to maintain stability of midden protected site 270. 
 
 
Resource For Travelling Tourists 
 
Proposals 

• Develop 10 to 15 sites (or more) for use by mobile tourists to standard caravan park 
criteria. 

• These sites to be available for short term campers weeks during peak period 
• Install a dump point at Sorrento Foreshore possibly at the main amenities block  

 
The mobile tourist market such as grey nomads and overseas visitors may well have toilet and 
shower ensuites on board their caravans or mobile vans, requiring sullage for showers and a 
dump point for toilet waste.  
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With the attractiveness of the views and charm of Sorrento Foreshore, consideration could be 
given to making it a resource for these tourists during the pre and post peak periods.  
 
This would require powered sites with individual taps and sullage points, reasonably level and 
large enough to take a van and annexe. 
 
Developing and allocating a significant number of sites for this purpose is consistent with MPS 
mission regarding sustainable development which includes a focus on the economic benefit of 
tourist dollars. It may also provide some extra revenue towards the Foreshore camping budget. 
 
This proposal would be easy to implement if all sites were redeveloped to this standard. 
 
From observation it appears that some sites are kept available for short term campers during 
peak period. If this is so. the approach could be used for mobile tourists at other times.  Say up 
to 10 to 15 sites. 
 
If only a limited number of Forehsore sites are improved under the redevelopment plan, other 
suitable sites to be redeveloped could include some used by long term campers in the peak 
periods but unoccupied during post and peak. 
 
Irrespective of other site development a dump point should be installed at Sorrento (perhaps 
near the main amenities block) as the only other dump point for the northern side of the 
Peninsula is at Capel Sound. 
 
 
Box Thorn Removal 
Plans to remove box thorn are very welcome given its noxious weed status and visual impact on 
the view. Increasing native vegetation is consistent with the goal of preserving cultural value of 
the area. 
 

Two key issues with removing box thorn are 
• Ensuring no regrowth by killing roots and checking eliminating regrowth after a period of 

9-12 months 
• Minimal disturbance of soil surface in the removal process. Even dead roots will assist in 

retaining soil. 
• Facilitating revegetation of native dune species by ensuring soil retention, and either 

allowing for natural re-establishment of these species or replanting. 
 

Land management advice is required here. However options to explore include poisoning box 
thorn before cutting and returning cut material as soil cover either as mulch or cut sticks. Mulch 
may restrict growth of suitable dune species. 
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OTHER PROPOSALS 

Steps to Main Car Park 

Proposal 
• Replace steps to main car park between 271 & 270

The steps to the main car park between 270 and 269 are due for upgrade. They are built using 
sleepers   on the face and one side to enclose  fine aggregate. Erosion of surrounding soil has led 
to erosion on the step surfaces, particular on the western side. This creates a tripping hazard at 
night.  

The lower steps near the car park have significant rot.  

The steps are uncomfortable to use as a left right left gait is not possible. As well, the tread 
heights are inconsistent and in places much higher than standard tread depth. Where possible 
many people walk at the sides of the steps. 

Replacement of these steps with properly designed concrete steps should be given high priority. 

West Sorrento Amenities Block – T39 

Proposals 

• Redevelop this facility to include more toilet cubicles/showers in the women’s' toilets
• Build an accessible toilet and shower facility for frail aged and other disability

requirements
• Re-tile all showers to ensure drainage back into the shower area instead of onto the main

floor
• Resurface the main floor to ensure proper drainage and enable easier removal of excess

water
• Consider extending the shower cubicles further into main floor area to allow a dry

changing space in the showers.

At present the laundry space, projects into the women’s toilets. By removing the laundry from 
this area extra cubicles could be built. 

This could be achieved with a small new building say where the sand shower is located, to house 
a laundry and accessible shower – toilet. 

An accessible shower/toilet would bring the Foreshore Park to legal requirements for accessible 
facilities.  

Though advice would be sought on these standards my understanding is is that as well as the 
usual wheel chair friendly toilets other requirements are for a roll in toilet and seating for users. 

Upgrading the amenities block would be consistent with encouraging mobile tourists; allowing 
better access to toilets and showers during peak periods; meeting community expectations  for 
accessible facilities. 
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Sand Shower 
 
Proposal 
 

• Build a path between the sand shower and the road 
 
Although the sand shower at T39 is has proved of benefit its value would be improved with a 
sand free path to the road. 
 
Dish Washing Facilities 
 
Proposal 
 

• Provide dish washing for tent campers with bins for food scraps 
 
This proposal would apply to the whole Sorrento Foreshore area. It should reduce incidence of 
blocked drains at tap points. 
 
Revegetation 
 
Proposal 
 

• Use plantings where possible to stabilise soil surfaces. 
• Plant moonah trees where possible  
• Include guidelines for new planting in the master plan for redevelopment 

 
A good example of effective planting is the use of salt bush on the path side of 272. 
 
Plantings of salt tolerant species between sites was done at one time but none have survived due 
to minor people and vehicle traffic. 
 
Such plantings are only effective if there is a wall or other traffic barrier to prevent pedestrian 
access. 
 
Within these limits there are many banks within the Foreshore that could be planted, this would 
add to the attractiveness of the Park as well as improving soil retention. (A foreshore garden) 
 
Before Sorrento was devloped as a town the surrounding vegetation was moonah woodland.  
 
While this can't be recreated, the cultural and historic significance of moonah trees should be 
recognised by planting moonahs in the Foreshore area. 
 
Some of the existing moonah trees are very old and may predate European camping on the area. 
While every effort is being made to preserve them they are progressively deteriorating 
particularly as limbs drop and become a safety hazard. 
 
Some younger trees have been established such as the four below 270 and at the top of the side 
cliff behind the beach. 
 
These trees provide good shade.  New plantings would replace very old trees and increase the 
original camping ethos that made the area so attractive to both Aboriginal and European 
campers. 
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Tree planting needs to be avoided where it will restrict views of the bay.  The banksia at the 
bottom of the path to the car park is an example of inappropriate planting. 
 
The master plan for Park development should include guidelines on planting for soil retention, 
revegation and improving the Park environment. Any planting on the cliff or in the Park should 
be done within thus framework.  
 
Extra Amenities Block at Western end of the Park 
 
Proposal 
 

• Build an amenities block at the Western end of the Park.   
 
This would increase amenity for campers in this area and relieve pressure on the main 
amenities block. 
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PART 2 
 
 
MIDDEN PROTECTION 
The main approach to midden protection is understood to be a combination of adding a soil 
barrier of an acceptable depth standard and if necessary using retaining walls for permanent 
retention of this barrier. 
 
 
 
OBSERVATIONS RE MIDDEN PROTECTION 
 
Consolidating Site Surfaces 
Site surfaces are likely to be better retained if properly levelled to reduce water flow.  
 
Where new soil surfaces are established, consideration should be given to consolidating the 
surface by using soil instead of sand; including a mixture of aggregate and soil; planting grass. 
 
While grass planting (on sites) is an option, establishing grass is limited by dry weather and 
being covered during camping season by vans, annexes and shade cloth.  This suggests using 
grasses like kikuyu and couch that have underground stems which can recover after prolonged 
coverage or dry conditions.  
 
Native grasses that are effective in retaining sand dunes may be an option if they have been 
commercialised as suitable for this purpose. 
 
High stem native annual grasses could be used in open areas other than sites. 
 
Where vehicle access tracks to midden protected camping sites slope up to the site, they play a 
significant role in maintaining stability and need to be part of the design.  Such paths are prone 
to vehicle or water erosion. 
 
Permanence of Midden Protection 
Observation of retaining walls at Sorrento shows that: 

• hardwood retaining walls have a limited life (maybe between 20-40 years at best)  
• retaining walls with angled joins lose soil/sand as the corners move over time 
• sand fill without humus content stays loose for years with little grass established (see 271 

& 279) 
• erosion of sand/soil below the lower level of a retaining wall may damage middens (see 

midden leakage on downhill side of 279 
• where the end of retaining walls is on a slope soil erodes from that end (see sites 325, 324) 

 
I believe the middens require permanent protection for the long term – at least an 80-100 year 
framework. 
 
As hardwood and treated pine have a limited use by date alternative materials need 
consideration. 
 
This would suggest concrete or other masonry be considered or recycled plastic products where 
UV stabilisation is known to be reliable in the long term. (May be tricky as these products 
haven't been around for 100 years.) 
The retaining wall for 277 may demonstrate options for consolidating sites.  This involves steel 
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posts with sleepers inserted between,  lined on the inside with builders plastic.   
 
Replacing the wooden sleepers with concrete sleepers could be considered.  The main issue with 
retaining wall posts is ensuring their stability for the long term against soil pressure form the 
site above.  
 
 
 
Midden Protection 
 
This discussion focusses more on sites that I am familiar with and less on higher sites at the 
western end of Sorrento West.  
 
 
Sites 271, 278, 322, 323, 285 
 
These sites are level with the road. If soil levels are raised, access areas would slope up from the 
road affecting soil retention.  Options include sealing access ramps and/or where possible 
increasing width of the site away from the road.   
 
 
 
Sites 269, 270 
As these sites are below road level raising the soil level is less problematic than for sites at road 
level.       
 
Raising the soil level requires a new retaining wall on the northern side.  
 
There is a sloped no mans land between these sites and the lower level 266 and the 266 
retaining wall is rotten and needs replacing  
 
An option is to replace the two walls with a single retaining wall about half way down the no 
mans land slope. This would extend north of 270, 269 & 268 to the edge of 265   
 
Providing earth removal to extend 266 was possible and the curved bank between 266 and 265 
was removed, the option of a single retaining wall half way down the no mans land slope would: 

• increase the site size of 270, 269 & 268  
• replace the lower decayed retaining wall 
• Increase van manoeuvrability on 265 & 266  

 
Site 271 
Raising 271 with extra soil and higher retaining wall is more difficult. Apart from the sandy 
area near the retaining wall the site surface is stable, consideration should be given to whether 
minimal soil height increase would be sufficient to protect the underlying midden. 
 
Significantly raising the site level would either require an access ramp or raising the level of the 
access lane between 272 & 275. The latter could be done as part of erosion repair and 
stabilisation of this lane 
 
The existing retaining wall for 271 restricts limits turning access particularly into 272. Placing 
the 271 retaining wall a metre closer to the road would improve vehicular access for all above 
sites without significantly affecting the size of 271. 
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Currently because the access lane is particularly narrow and covered with loose sand, 4WD is  
required for van placement on these sites.  
 
Site 278 
This site is partly wedge shaped in relation to the road and the retaining wall. In addition  the 
drop to the retaining wall at the south side of the site limits usable area. 
 
Hence currently van and awning are on the edge of the road (unsafe for children. Soil depth 
increase would involve raising the height of the rear retaining wall.  
 
When the retaining wall is replaced to increase soil depth a more viable site could be achieved  
by realignment of the current wall with that on the north side of 277. Thus increasing the area 
between the road and retaining wall and the amenity of the site.   
 
Site 279 
Changes to retaining wall of 278 would impinge marginally on tent site 279 but could be 
redressed if the retaining wall below 279 was placed on the down hill side of the 4 moonah trees. 
This option would depend on whether earth fill around the trunks of the moonah trees would 
threaten the health of the trees. 
 
Erosion on the lower side of the existing 279 retaining wall has allowed leakage of shells from 
the midden under 279.  Taking this wall deeper would threaten the roots of the moona trees and 
perhaps the midden. Hence the advantage of the wall below the moonah trees. 
 
Midden Protection - Road Level Sites 
271, 289, 322, 323 
 
These sites are level with the road. Increasing soil height will create a slope to the road.  The 
angle  
 
Erosion – Access Lanes 
Between 278, 279 & 280, 281 
 
In our 20 years camping at Sorrento major erosion has developed on the access lane between 
these sites. This is the worst erosion on the western side of the foreshore. 
 
It is estimated that at least a metre's depth of soil has been displaced. This displacement 
extends for about 27 metres from road level beside 278 down to the large cypress pine. 
 
The erosion is demonstrated by the exposed tree roots near the top west side of 278; the exposed 
water/gas pipes; the lowered soil levels on 270 & 271; and the sand covering the drain/sullage 
point at the taps beside 252.  
 
Solutions to this erosion will be critical in protecting midden sites 278, 270 & 280. 
 
It would appear that the first task would be the replacement and consolidation of the soil to 
original level or above if necessary to protect midden sites.  
 
With a reasonable grade up to the main through road, this lane could provide site access for 281 
to 284 and allow expanded level area on 280. 
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At present vehicle access to these sites appears to be made via the bank to the west of 281 where 
there is significant erosion. 

 
A possible approach to maintaining the repaired erosion, providing a reasonable grade on the 
access lane and creating new sites would be to extend a retaining wall across the slope from the 
moonah at the end of 253A retaining wall, to the bank below 282, with steps to the bottom sites. 
 
281 and 280 could be redeveloped as van sites. Further a new site could be established above 
254 and  a further site in line with 253A. 
 
Availability of a car park per site would need to be considered for these sites also including 282-
283. 
 
Between Amenities Block and 295 
 
Proposal 
 

• Widen and level the sealed lane where it connects with the road 
• Extend the sealed area down to the tap. 

 
Erosion at the top of this lane is a problem. Some campers say a major problem is the cleaners 
vehicles. Maybe these vehicles need a sealed park at this spot.  
 
Currently any rain causes sand movement down this lane frequently blocking the drain at the 
t
a
p
.
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