


benefit is (1) the access to a wild, nature-walk path that is safe and well-graded for exercise, health
and enjoyment, and (2) by planting out the path edges with deep rooted, long-lived, tough, indigenous
plants we secure the path against erosion, reducing the maintenance costs to the shire, and avoiding
closure of the path due to landslips which have occurred in the past. The attack on environmental
weeds is of great practical importance, because quick frowing, shallow-rooted plants like Polygala and
Boneseed choke out the new generation of deep-rooted but slower growing trees like T-trees and
Leucopogons. These deep-rooted trees have held the cliff together for centuries, and are part of the
wild heritage of the cliff which is a unique shire asset.

Do you currently have money (partial or otherwise) to fund this project?

No. Not for these areas, which have been outside our scope up til now, because too hard.

Do you plan to seek additional funding sources, i.e. grants, donations, etc.

Yes. We apply for grants from DELWP (Port Phillip Bay Fund, Port Phillip and Westernport CMA, and
Coastcare whenever they come up and have some success. We have some private donations, and
are given water by house-owners above for our irrigation and hand-watering.

Are there other community members, organisations, businesses, etc. that you are, or might, work
with to help deliver this project?

We recruit constantly with signs on the path, our Facebook page, and our web page. We do not have
a creek or river so we don't qualify for grants from Melbourne Water.

Are there key stages, timelines of dates for this project?

Yes. We would want to get the clearing done before the planting season, which starts is
April/May/June/July on the cliff, and we would aim to get new plants inthe gorund as soon as humanly
possiblea after clearing. We have our own glasshouse and are growing hundreds of plants in
preparation for next year, and we receive plants from Briars Shire nursery.

Has funding previously been sought for this project?

No

Will this project require ongoing maintenance or continued financial support from the Shire? (if
known)

No

Do you want to be heard at the Forward Planning Meeting?

Yes

Additional submission details

A key factor is that the environmental planting we do is not just for decoration. The indigenous plants
that have held the cliff together for centuries are slow to grow. They put their energy into developing a
strong, deep root system. The introduced weeds like polygala spring up quickly and choke the next
generation of indigenous plants like T-tree and Leucopogon. The introduced grasses are in many
cases annual, that is they die early in summer, whereas the indigenous grasses are perennials and
live for many years, putting down deep roots, and holding the soil together in exposed places.
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Removal of environmental weeds from two areas beside the Beleura Cliff Path 

Summary: The Friends of the Beleura Cliff Path, under the auspice of Mornington 

Environment Association, wish to apply for a grant to remove environmental weeds from 

two badly affected areas along the Beleura Cliff Path. This work is too heavy for us.  

However, with our existing infrastructure, experience and record on other sections of the 

path, with monthly well-attended working bees using hand watering, irrigation, glasshouse 

and good accessibility, we will be able to re-vegetate these cleared areas with deep-rooted 

indigenous Coastal Headland Scrub (EVC 161) plants with a high degree of success.  

The two areas are: 

1. Near Caraar Creek Lane:

Both sides of the top forty meters of the path, just below Caraar Creek Lane. The weeds are a polygala

(Polygala myrtifolia), boneseed (Chrysanthemoides monilfera), pittosporum (Pittosporum undulatum), 

bridal creeper (Asparagus asparagoides), kikuya, oxalis, squirrel fescue (Vulpia), panic veldt (Ehrharta 

erecta), wandering willie (Tradescantia fluminesis), to name a few. (Location: GPS -38.207039 
145.054737) 
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______________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Boardwalk near Mills Beach end: The top side of the path at the long boardwalk, which has been 

plagued by drainage issues. The main weeds are blackberry (Rubus fruticosis), African boxthorn (Lycium 

ferocissimum), kikuya, polygala (polygala myrtifolia), boneseed (Chrysanthemoides monilfera), and an army 

of other invasive grasses and creepers.  Location:    GPS 38°12'34.3"S 145°03'01.7"E Lowest boardwalk, nearest to 

Mills Beach. 
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Map of Beleura Cliff Path 
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Cost of Works (by an environmental company such as Naturelinks) 

 

Cost removal environmental weeds 
Hours, 
rate  $  

      

4 people, 8.5 hours per day 34   

4 days work: total hours 136   

Rate $60 an hour 60 
 $  
8,160.00  

Tipping fees (material can't be mulched) 90 
 $     
360.00  

TOTAL $   
 $  
8,520.00  

 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

About the path. The Beleura Cliff Path was built in 1922 with public and private money as a public walking 

path and beach access, and has been in continuous use ever since. The path gives the general public a well 

graded, safe footpath along the seaward front of the houses of the prestigious Kalimna Drive, with unique, 

stunning views of the bay and the rugged coves and rocks below. It leads down the cliff to the sandy Mills 

Beach. It is an irreplaceable Shire asset, suitable for use by all people of all ages. It is used by thousands of 

people each year, from all over the Shire, for health, exercise, running, relaxing, escaping, meditating, 

praying, enjoying, and chatting. It could never be built in today’s world because of engineering costs, land 

access and heritage issues. 
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