
15th November 2018 

The Mayor and Councillors, 
Mornington Peninsula Shire, 
P.O Box 1000
Rosebud.

cc: Mr John Baker. CEO 

Dear Mayor Gill and Councillors. 

Re: Budget Submission for 2019/20 Waste Service Charge as levied on the 
Shire's boatsheds. 

This submission was recommended earlier this week by Mr Matthew Green, 
though the contents will not be supported by him.  

I reiterate that this relates to the 2019/20 Budget. 

We have read that the WSC is strictly a cost recovery measure for the full cost of 
the collection and disposal (“full costs”) of the Shire's waste, public and private. 

We note that in previous budgets Council has chosen to cover the full costs by 
dividing the estimated  total for the year by the number of rateable properties 
(with exemptions) irrespective of what, how, where, by whom or in what 
quantities, including none at all, that waste was generated or those waste 
associated services were delivered or not-delivered. A take-away food shop 
popular with tourists and open 7 days a week would pay the same amount as a 
bathing box where the licensee takes any rubbish home. A foreshore camper 
regularly generating significant waste has its cost covered by ratepayers. 
Hundreds of boatsheds have no waste associated services by any measure. 

We submit that there is a compelling case to “tune” the WSC by allowing for more 
exemptions and perhaps creating some categories with graded charges.  Plainly 
one size does not fit all and it is grossly unfair to force it to. All other 
municipalities around the bay limit the catchment of their WSC to rateable 
properties within the "garbage service area". None of them (Wyndham, Bayside, 
Kingston, Frankston, Greater Geelong and Bass Coast) makes any waste charge 
on boatsheds though the scope of their WSCs are also wide. Kingston is one 
municipality which has graded charges. 
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