


Do you plan to seek additional funding sources, i.e. grants, donations, etc.

  Yes, from other levels of Government and the General Public

Are there other community members, organisations, businesses, etc. that you are, or might, work
with to help deliver this project?

  We will be looking for cooperation from The Community at large

Are there key stages, timelines of dates for this project?

  The project should be possible within one year.

Has funding previously been sought for this project?

  Yes

Will this project require ongoing maintenance or continued financial support from the Shire? (if
known)

  No

Do you want to be heard at the Forward Planning Meeting?

  Yes

Submission attachment/s

  The-Sorrento-Museum-Budget-Submission-2019-20.pdf

All or any part of this submission will be made public and I have read the confidentiality statements

  I understand

UDFs

  [ { "name": "", "value": "" } ]
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https://portal.mornpen.vic.gov.au/index.php?gf-download=11%2F2018%2FThe-Sorrento-Museum-Budget-Submission-2019-20.pdf&form-id=23&field-id=21&hash=b0e97152a38e32d6b706f67aaac04a2adb5db87c78dec77988cb38d40e40c190


 

 

 

Nepean Historical Society at The Sorrento Museum 
 

 

Mornington Peninsula Shire, Budget Submission 2019-20 

 

Aims: 

 

Facilitate and promote cultural connection and participation 

Strategies 

a. Provide an accessible, quality and well utilised library and information service 

b. Protect, promote and enhance the unique cultural heritage of the municipality 

c. Support and promote local community arts programs and organisations across 
all ages and abilities 

d. Promote arts, music, theatre and cultural connections across the Peninsula 

 

 

 

Who are We 

We are the only Museum’s Australia accredited museum on The Mornington Peninsula. We are 
the custodians of the stories, records and objects of the history of the area from Blairgowrie to 
Point Nepean formerly known as the district of ‘Point Nepean’. 

We curate the stories of those who came before us, and where they lived and played that are 
hinted at in many place names, but not commonly known.  

Our Museum built in 1875 and Classified by The National Trust, was originally a ‘Mechanics 
Institute’. It has since been a concert and dance hall, courthouse, library (a service we still 
provide today) and at different stages was used for under-garment manufacture by both the 
Matear and Dowd Brothers. 

 

“As soon as histories are properly told there is no more need of romances.” 

~ Walt Whitman, Leaves of Grass 

 

Our collection of records, photos and relics at The Museum covers the history of the area from 
the days of the Boonwurrung ‘First People’ to the present day. 

Events from the Nineteenth Century include the failed Collins’ ‘First European Settlement’ in 
1803 at Sullivan Bay, the 1840s early settlement of drovers, limeburners, woodcutters and 
fishermen, the 1850s creation of The Quarantine Station, the 1870s early building of magnificent 
holiday homes for Melbourne’s ‘well to do’, the first tourist day-trips in the paddle steamers from 
Melbourne and the 1880s building of Fort Nepean. 
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The stories of our region that we tell, include those of hopeful immigrants wanting to make a 
new life in Victoria, but who sadly perished in wrecks at ‘The Heads’ or succumbed to disease 
aboard overcrowded ships or subsequently at The Quarantine Station. 

From the Twentieth Century we describe the local participation in two World Wars, the 
development of our end of The Peninsula, with information on many of the wonderful homes 
here, the evolution of the towns of Portsea, Sorrento and Blairgowrie, and amongst many news 
items the dramatic disappearance of a Prime Minister. 

 

In short, we are the memory of the southern end of The Peninsula. 

 

We Provide 

In addition to opening The Museum to the Community, both local and visiting, we provide 
valuable services. 

Research - is provided on local history for both the Community and Shire. Our contribution to 
the ongoing Heritage Study, as attested to by the Heritage Consultants, has saved countless 
manhours in this process. 

Tours - are run for Primary and Secondary Schools from The Peninsula and beyond. We also 
provide tours for Provis Groups, and other ‘Special Interest’ Groups such as recently ‘Victoria 
Police Legacy’.  

Tours can comprise both The Museum and Watts’ Cottage. We also conduct broader tours of 
our end of The Peninsula including The Quarantine Station and Point Nepean. We will shortly 
be the only Not-for-profit ‘Tour Operator’ accredited by Parks Victoria for these areas. 

Family History - Our Family History unit provides a facility for the Community to research their 
Family Histories. 

Function Space – We are able to provide for functions in our Meeting Hall. Providing the 
opportunity for functions in a uniquely interesting environment. 

All these services and the maintenance of the Museum’s collection are performed by a small 
group of hardworking volunteers. They work on the conservation and recording of the collection, 
staff The Museum and gift shop during opening hours, conduct Tours and work on the street 
stalls that provide much needed income. 

 

 

Project History 

In 2013 The Society employed Lilford Smith Design to develop a Master Plan for the 
reorganisation and extension of The Sorrento Museum. The plan proposes a reorganisation of 
existing space with redesigned Museum displays, public access to Archives collections, use of 
new technology, improved work areas for volunteers and researchers and a new temperature 
controlled store for those artefacts and archival documents not on display. 

Following consultation with community groups, Councillors and Council Officers in 2015, the 
Shire commissioned the Sweett Group to review this Master Plan and produce a report with 
more detailed cost estimates and an implementation plan. In addition to maintenance work on 
the building this plan proposed construction of an appropriate storage facility as the first 
stage. 

WKH Architects were engaged by Council and by September 2016 had prepared plans for the 
‘Proposed Alterations’. These plans have been assessed and relevant authorities approved for 
the project to proceed immediately. In short, in jargon terms the project is ‘spade ready’. 
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In discussions with Council Officers, The Society was advised that funding would be requested 
internally for inclusion in the 2016-17, 2017-18 and 2018-19 budgets to further the project. In 
addition, The Society has made its own submissions. This has thus far proved unsuccessful. 

 

 

What is at Stake 

The cultural heritage of the Southern Peninsula is potentially at risk. As stated in the 
aforementioned reports, lack of appropriate storage space has limited our ability to accept in 
full, and properly store and display, donations and loans from, organisations such as Parks 
Victoria, the Nepean Conservation Group, the Sorrento Cemetery Trust, the Sorrento Primary 
School and the Southern Peninsula Rescue Squad . . . but most importantly, members of the 
Community who wish their stories to be preserved.  

Work conditions for volunteers and researchers are inadequate and the mounting of attractive 
displays is difficult due to lack of space to store off display artefacts. 

 

 

Budget 2019-20 

As reported by several independent authorities it is essential for the ongoing success of The 
Sorrento Museum and Archive that this Project proceed and for this it is vital that funding be 
included in the upcoming budget. 

 

Nonetheless we are aware that The Society needs to be part of this Project and would certainly 
be prepared to contribute a significant part of the estimated funding requirement. 

 

 

Sorrento and beyond is a major tourist destination on the Peninsula - it is seen by much of The 
Community as important that the historic Mechanics Institute Building and its Museum continue 
to be developed as a major attraction. 

 

I look forward to the opportunity to support this submission and its acceptance by Council 

 

Yours Sincerely 
Clive Smith  

President 
Nepean Historical Society 
at The Sorrento Museum 
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