
VFF Peninsula Branch submission: Providing input to the 

development of the 2019/20 Shire budget  

1) 

Agriculture, as a productive primary production land use, is not receiving the support 

required, to manage the right to farm issues, the land use conflicts, the various sector and 

community education needs, as is referred to in the Council Community Plan and the 

Localised Planning Statement. If we as a Shire community wish to maintain 70% of the 

Peninsula as Green Wedge, we need an active, vital and viable agricultural sector.  

CONCERN:  Planning permits for accommodation, Section 173 agreements and farm 

management plans are being determined by Statutory Planners without appropriate 

backup.  Green Wedge Zone is a rural zone, not a residential zone. The Purposes for GWZ 

make no mention of residential use. Unless an Applicant can clearly demonstrate that a 

sustainable agricultural use [Note 1] on the land requires the dwelling then approval of a 

dwelling is not supported by the Planning Scheme in either the State or Local provisions. 

The Agribusiness & Food Industry Facilitation Officer’s role is focussed beyond the farmgate. 

This is fine but it’s not the main game of Primary Production/ sustainable agriculture. It is 

unfair and unsustainable to expect such a position to encompass primary agriculture when 

the current incumbent is not trained in this area. With the departure of Gillian Stewart, the 

job description was changed to reduce the focus on Primary Production/ sustainable 

agriculture. 

ACTION: VFF PEN requests that the 2019/20 budget includes a salary or priority project 

bid, for an Agricultural officer with an Agronomist / Agricultural degree to function inside 

the farm, as per traditional DPI extension officers. We also request they must have 5 years 

or more experience, so that the role that has the ability to work effectively with Statutory 

Town Planning decisions. This would be consistent with the direction in the Council Plan to 

foster and encourage agriculture, and protect valuable Green Wedge land.  

We note that the Shire employs specialist planners in Heritage, Urban Design and Natural 

Systems. Gap analysis points to the glaring omission of an Agriculture planner, for 70% of 

the Peninsula’s landmass. 

As an alternative: Given the very high turnover of Statutory Planners, there would be no 

cost to the budget to appoint a person with both planning and agriculture qualifications 

when a planning vacancy next occurs.  
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