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Applicant Details

Would you like to make a simple or detailed budget submission?

Simple Submission

Preferred method of contact

Email

Budget Amount (if known)

Estimate 50,000-100,000

Are you making the submission as an individual or club / group / organisation

Individual

Has funding previously been sought for this project?

No

Will this project require ongoing maintenance of continued financial support from the Shire? (if
known)

Yes

Do you want to be heard at the Forward Planning Meeting?

Yes

Additional submission details

Mornington Peninsula Koala population assessment and preservation.

This submission is requesting funding for a detailed assessment of the Mornington Peninsula Koala
population. It is obvious to many residents and Shire/ Landcare employees that the koala population
is in decline, however nobody understands exactly why, nor are any mitigation strategies in place.

The likely reasons are habitat loss/ loss of food trees, dog attacks/ vehicles strikes and disease,
however without a detailed assessment it is not possible to find solutions.

Koalas are in decline along the entire East Coast of Australia and we have a duty to save this iconic
Aussie species. Koalas are an umbrella species, meaning if we can protect koalas, we will protect a
lot of other fauna and flora in the process.

Koalas have value for local tourism and residents alike and should be preserved for many
generations. 

This assessment and subsequent mitigation strategies could be undertaken in collaboration with
Landcare and other environmental groups.

The Facebook group Mornington Peninsula Koala Tree Planting is receiving more and more
community support and there is certainly interest in our community to preserve our biodiversity and
natural environment.

Thank you for considering this request.
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Dirk Jansen

All or any part of this submission will be made public and I have read the confidentiality statements

  I understand
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Mornington Peninsula Koala 
Population Assessment
November 2018
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Why is there a need for this initiative?
 Koala populations are declining all over Australia

 The Mornington Peninsula population has been rapidly declining but no or 
only limited data is available in relation to:

 Population size 

 Health of remaining koalas 

 Rate of decline

 Koalas are still present in: Mt Martha, Arthur’s Seat State Park, Peninsula 
Gardens Reserve, Rosebud, Greens Bush, Somers, Balnarring, Cool-art 
Wetlands etc.

 The favourite food tree of our koalas is the Manna Gum, Eucalyptus 
viminalis

 Koalas are an ‘umbrella’ species – if we can save them we will save a lot of 
other wildlife in the process.

 Key reasons for decline across Australia: Habitat loss and tree clearing, 
vehicle strikes, dog attacks and diseases.
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What should be done?

 Assessment of current remaining population to identify key mitigation 
activities to reverse the decline.

 Outcome of the assessment should lead to the development of a Koala 
Management Strategy, this has been implemented by a number of Local 
Governments along the East Coast of Australia.

 Community awareness needs to be improved and significant koala food 
trees and habitat need to be protected.

 Tree planting activities on the Peninsula should focus on creating and/ or 
connecting koala habitat.
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Vision & Community Benefits

The Mornington Peninsula will become an example of sustainable living and 
development, where koalas (and other wildlife) can thrive.

There are so many community benefits, here are the top 5:
 Koalas are iconic and tourists and residents alike love our koalas.
 Schools have already been interested in tree planting activities and education 

for kids.
 Koalas will assist with motivating the community to get involved in tree planting 

and other environmental activities.
 Suggestion: Peninsula Gardens Reserve could be rebranded to the first ‘koala 

walk’ or ‘koala spotting’ area.
 Change the communities perception of gum trees/ native vegetation and how 

beneficial they are.

Further info on Facebook: Mornington Peninsula Koala Tree Planting
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Some images:

Kids planting ‘koala trees’ at Waterfall Gully Primary

Koala at Coolart Wetlands

Koala at Peninsula Gardens Reserve, Rosebud

Koala at Peninsula Gardens Reserve, Rosebud
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