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must be ancillary to the agricultural use, typically require that the
agricultural use be in operation or have substantially commenced prior to
the construction or the occupation of the dwelling. [Note 2] CONCERN:
There are instances of FMPs not being complied with, or not even
registered on title. In some cases, dwellings are occupied with no apparent
agriculture at all, contrary to the permit. Properties are being sold with the
new owner completely unaware. The Planning Enforcement team is
significantly under-resourced and is having to prioritize some cases, and
neglect the balance of cases. ACTION: VFF PEN requests that the
2018/19 budget includes an additional full time Planning Enforcement
officer who focusses on the Green Wedge and Farm Management Plans,
to maintain the integrity of the Planning Scheme and to protect Green
Wedge land from inappropriate uses. Eddie Matt, President, VFF
Peninsula Branch, “Hillock Downs”, 151 Dundas St, Rye.
vffpen@vff.org.au Note1] The definition of “sustainable agriculture‟ in
the Scheme reads: The use of farming practices and systems which
maintain or enhance: a) the economic viability of agricultural production;
b) the natural resource base; and c) other ecosystems which are influenced
by agricultural activities. Note 2] Dwellings which might be applied for in
Green Wedge Zone include a Farm dwelling vs. a Rural Residential
Dwelling. Each requires consideration of different planning issues: Rural
residential development refers to land in a rural setting, used and
developed for dwellings that are not primarily associated with agriculture.
Some agriculture may take place on the land, however, it will be ancillary
to the use for a dwelling. It is likely to be carried on for “lifestyle‟ reasons
and is unlikely to provide a significant source of household income. Rural
residential land is typically also used for non-agricultural home
occupations or for large gardens. These lots are larger than typical
residential lots, but are usually too small for agricultural use. Because of
its primarily residential function, rural residential development requires
access to most of the normal services and infrastructure provided in urban
settlements. Typically, it also generates urban residential amenity
expectations which conflict with the normal sights, sounds and smells of
agriculture. Farm dwelling: Farm workers and their families may need to
live in farm dwellings, close to stock, crops or plants that require regular
supervision. Farm dwellings that are genuinely required to support an
agricultural use are not a form of rural residential development.
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