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1 Introduction 
 
The All Abilities Consultative Committee (AACC) welcomes the opportunity to provide 
a submission to the Mornington Peninsula Shire’s 2018/19 Annual Budget.  
 
The AACC recognises that the Council Budget delivers on the programs, projects 
and initiatives to support and deliver on its Council Plan and its four key themes: Our 
Place, Our Connectivity, Our Prosperity and Our Wellbeing. 
 
The  AACC has focused requests in the submission on funding programs that will 
provide long-term benefits to all residents and visitors to the Mornington Peninsula. 
 

2 Education and training 
 
2.1 Funding for Universal Design training session for council staff and AACC 
 
2.1.1 Background 
 
The Victorian Government is taking a universal design approach to all future 
infrastructure development. Under the Absolutely Everyone: State Disability Plan 
2017-20, government is committed to developing a whole-of-government policy to 
embed universal design principles across the state and make more infrastructure, 
services and places accessible to people of all abilities.  
 
The AACC would like to see Council adopt a universal design approach to all future 
infrastructure projects. The AACC believes that training council staff in the concepts 
of universal design will enable better planning to benefit the entire community as 
universal design makes everything usable for as many people as possible from the 
beginning, so that costly changes aren’t needed later. 
 
2.1.2 Our Place 
 
Universal design principles can be applied to capital works program planning and 
delivery, home maintenance, housing justice/advocacy and social planning, 
infrastructure planning, planning scheme amendments, strategic planning project and 
urban design. 
 
2.1.3 Our Connectivity 
 
Universal design plays an important role in ensuring that residents can access 
employment, education, health and social support services. Street furniture (including 
rubbish bins) should be accessible to all, signage should incorporate wayfinding and 
transport and traffic management should consider accessibility.  
 
2.1.4 Request 
 
The AACC request that Council fund: 

 Funding for universal design training sessions run by an Universal Design 
Australia endorsed consultant- $5,000. 

 Funding to enable council infrastructure managers and/or officers, and 
selected AACC members, to attend 3rd Australian Universal Design 
Conference 2018 in Brisbane- $5,000.  
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3 Improve accessible tourism on the Mornington Peninsula 
 

3.1 Provide recurring grants to small businesses to assist them to increase 
the availability of accessible tourism experiences. 

 
Council can help businesses remove physical barriers within the built and 
natural environment and encourage businesses to offer more inclusive services 
and experiences which extend beyond compliance. 

 
3.1.1 Our Prosperity 
 
The Mornington Peninsula seeks to create an economy which is diverse, sustainable 
and successful. A strategic objective of the Council Plan is to support the visitor 
economy to enhance shoulders season and off peak visitor experiences and to grow 
key strategic industries. The accessible tourism industry is a growing market. 
 
3.1.2 Research 
 
Australian Bureau of Statistics in 2015 noted the following statistics surrounding 
disability: 

 Almost one in five Australians reported living with disability (18.3% or 4.3 
million people). 

 The majority (78.5%) of people with disability reported a physical condition, 
such as back problems, as their main long–term health condition (Tourism 
Victoria). 

 Almost one in five people has a disability of which nearly 90% take a holiday 
each year. People with a disability account for some 8.2 million overnight trips 
and spend $8 billion or 11 per cent of Australia’s overall tourism expenditure 
(Victorian Employer’s Chamber of Commerce). 

 
3.1.3 Examples of how business may use a grant to offer more inclusive services 
 

 A business offering a winery tour may not be able to afford a fully wheelchair  
accessible vehicle, however a car door bracket with hoist option may enable 
some wheelchair users to transfer into a van. They would then need an OT to 
assist with OH&S training for staff. 

http://accessunlimitedliftaustralia.com.au/product/ 
 

 A restaurant may wish to retrofit some sound insulation to make it easier for 
people with hearing impairments to hear in a restaurant or for people with 
sensory issues to not be so overwhelmed with noise levels. 
 

 A winery may wish to provide a better path of travel to their cellar 
door/restaurant by replacing a gravel path with a concrete path. This would 
also enable older people with mobility issues or parents with prams easier 
access to the premises.  
 

 A tourism operator may use funding to provide Braille descriptions of points of 
interest for people with vision impairments. 
 

3.1.4 Request 
AACC recommends an annual recurring budget of $25,000 for small business grants 
to improve accessible tourism experiences. 

http://accessunlimitedliftaustralia.com.au/product/

