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Proposed Netball Court Upgrade – Rowley Reserve, Rye 
 
Introduction 
 
The Rye Netball Courts are part of the Rowley Reserve sporting complex located in Melbourne Road. The 
four courts were built in their current north south configuration more than 40 years ago. The courts are 
surfaced with asphalt. Two of the courts are floodlit and there are non functioning lighting towers in place 
for the additional courts.  The courts are in poor condition and were the subject of a Shire Capital Works 
budget application for the 2016 period.  
 
In addition to the Rowley Reserve based netball clubs, the courts are used consistently by the broader 
community. Karingal Disability Services has approximately 20 of its client group make use of the courts 
on two days each week, as part of their program. The courts are used in pre-season and during season 
most afternoons and evenings for netball and on occasions, basketball training. The facility is also used 
extensively by families from the Rye community late in the afternoons through summer, over weekends 
and through school holiday periods.  
 
There are approximately 110 netballers from the Rye junior and senior clubs using these facilities either 
for training, weekly match play or both. In addition, the Rye Basketball Club (160 players) has in the past 
used the courts for training. The majority of their training has been transferred to the Indoor Stadium 
located at Rosebud Secondary College and Rye Primary School.  This transfer took place in part because of 
the quality of the facility.   
 
Maintaining netball player numbers in both the senior and junior clubs is a constant battle for club 
administrators, particularly when new players are confronted with a sub standard playing facility. A new 
D Grade Senior Netball competition was launched through the MPNFL in 2017. Rye used Under 17 players 
to establish and field this additional team in 2017.  Anecdotal feedback has been that in part, there is a 
direct link between Rye’s community participation levels, battles to retain players and the quality of the 
Club’s playing facilities. Certainly, visiting clubs from other Peninsula locations are generally critical of the 
quality and safety of the courts in match reports prepared after each game.  
 
The Shire allocated a $44,000 budget for design works for this project following the submission 
made by the Rowley Reserve based clubs in December 2016. Club representatives have had the 
opportunity to meet on site with Shire Officers as part of the planning and design process.  
 
The Clubs  
 
The Rye Netball Clubs comprise Junior and Senior Clubs and as is the case with all Senior Clubs in our 
area, the Senior Club is part of the Rye Football Netball Club. The Junior Netball Club operates 
autonomously but is linked to the other Rowley Reserve based sporting clubs through the Rye Sports and 
Social Committee. 
 
Senior Club 
Fielded five teams from Under 17 to A-Grade in 2017 
2015 - 40 players  
2016 - 42 players  
2017 – 42 players 
Junior Club 
2015 - 75 players and 10 teams  
2016 - 70 players and 9 teams 
2017 - 70 players and 9 teams 
 
 
The Courts 
 
Netball Victoria in conjunction with the Shire and the Junior Netball Club surveyed the Rowley Reserve 
Courts during June 2016. The content of the report and recommendations made are summarised below. 
In addition, as part of investigating options the Junior Netball Club had earlier in 2016, sought advice 
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and costing data from organisations able to assist in rebuilding and/or upgrading the courts. This 
information has been passed to the Shire. Specialists in this area, W M Loud and The Peninsula Asphalt 
Company were consulted. These organisations pointed out in their reports that the courts in their current 
configuration did not meet the minimum safety and policy standards established by Netball Victoria. A 
rebuild of the courts is necessary to meet the standards established by Netball Victoria. MAW Civil was 
also approached and provided draft plans and a preliminary cost estimate to rebuild the courts. The 
estimate was $350,000 which is consistent with Shire costs for the redevelopment of other netball 
facilities. We will arrange to provide a copy of the MAW Civil drawings and estimates to the Shire under 
separate cover.  
 
In correspondence received from Netball Victoria in February 2016, Amber Koster, the Facilities and 
Development Manager advised that the Rowley Reserve Courts had been identified in the 2014 
Mornington Peninsula Shire Netball Facilities Strategy as 3 of the 4 courts were unplayable and the courts 
needed to be reconfigured to provide compliant run offs.  Shire officers have also recognised the need for 
the courts to be upgraded. We have been advised that a proposal to upgrade was submitted to the Shire’s 
Budget committee for works to be done during the last capital works budget cycle without success. 
 
. June 2016 – Joint Shire and Netball Victoria Court Inspection. Condition findings prepared by 
Melanie Taylor, Acting Facilities and Development Manager, Netball Victoria and provided to the 
Shire 

Notes from the report follow: 

There are significant issues with the surface on all courts at R J Rowley Reserve   

The asphalt surface is aging and worn, with courts 1, 3 and 4 in the poorest condition with small stones 
and pebbles sitting on the court surface.  There are also areas of moss and grime across the asphalt area 

The run-off area on each court does not meet Netball Victoria’s standards   

The spoon drain between each court is an obstacle within the run-off area and there is insufficient space 
on the outer perimeter of the asphalt footprint for adequate runoff areas 

There is considerable gravel, stones and dirt accumulating in the spoon drain 

The line marking is cracked and faded, barely visible in some areas on courts 1, 3 and 4 

There is a water pooling issue on court 4 on the eastern side of the court   

The drainage across the asphalt footprint is insufficient  

Court 3 is being impacted by earth falling from the slope between the courts and Minnamurra Road 

There is significant deterioration of the asphalt, uneven patches and inconsistent surfaces on court 1. 

Areas that need attention/recommendations: 

The asphalt area around the courts should be cleaned up; grass and weeds along the asphalt perimeter 
need to be removed, a blower and a high pressure washer should be used to remove areas of stones, moss 
and scum.  After consulting with our technical advisers I would hold off on using a street-sweeper and use 
a blower instead.  After this work has been completed, I recommend you re-evaluate to assess any 
improvements or further deteriorations.  Because of the condition of the court surface this will ultimately 
become unmanageable and eventually the club may have to avoid using these courts.  

The safety of players and officials is our number one consideration when making these decisions. 
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Particular areas of concern that will need immediate attention are the trip hazards on Court 2.  The small 
raised section in the goal third closest to the clubrooms presents a potential issue for players.  The area is 
slightly raised above the surface of the court, causing a potential trip hazard. There has been further 
deterioration of Court 2 in the past week with further tree root damage becoming apparent. 

As a result of tree root damage repairs were carried out to Court 2 in August 2015 at a cost of 
$4750.  A similar repair elsewhere on the court was arranged by the Shire during August 2016. The 
clubs do not have information in relation to the cost of this second repair. Repairs to Court 2 were 
also carried out during the 2017 season. 
(This is supplementary information related to the report)* 

Where possible I’d suggest you avoid play on court 1.  This court is in the poorest condition.   

There is insufficient run-off around and between each court.  We would recommend that spectators stay 
outside of the playing area and remain behind fences during play.  

Shire officers have already actioned the ‘clean up’ recommendations in the report but these are 
minor issues in comparison to the rebuild required to make the courts safe and compliant with the 
Netball Victoria guidelines. * 

*Clarifying information added to the Netball Victoria report has been italicised 

Additional Netball Victoria recommendation: 

We obviously did not conduct a complete audit of the facility at Rye.  We cannot comment on the base, 
cause of water pooling, or surface deterioration.  We would encourage you to get in touch with 2MH if you 
would like a comprehensive audit of the courts, or more specific technical information and advice.  This 
venue will need attention in the short-term to address its numerous issues. 

Funding 

The clubs do not have funds to contribute towards the costs associated with these works. However, office 
bearers will work closely with the Shire to seek financial assistance from persons able to assist the clubs 
to access funding (eg: members of parliament) and organisations in both the government and private 
sector from which grants may be secured to support the upgrade of the Rowley Reserve facility.   

Councillor awareness 

During 2017 the Netball Court upgrade has been the subject of two separate meetings with Councillors 
Fraser and Payne and relevant Shire Officers. The first was on site in February 2017 and the follow up 
meeting, was part of a broader Rowley Reserve strategy discussion, held at the Shire Offices in September 
2017.  

Conclusion 

Netball is the most popular female sport in Australia. The provision of safe and compliant facilities for the 
community and netball participants is vital to ensure the growth of female participation in sport on the 
Mornington Peninsula. Failure to respond to the needs identified at Rye will according to Netball Victoria, 
result in declining participation levels and further risk of injuries.  

The Rowley Reserve Netball facility is in urgent need of a major upgrade to ensure the courts are safe for 
all users whether from community groups, visiting netball teams or the members of the junior and senior 
netball clubs that use the facility for training and competition. A successful rehabilitation of the facility 
will create a range of growth opportunities for the local community to participate in healthy and safe 
sporting activities. The upgraded courts would be an ideal venue to establish school holiday programs 




