


Budget Community Submissions :Budget Community Submissions :
Entry # Entry # 36143614

Nepean Conservation Group Inc and Community 3942

Does your group, club or organisation have an ABN?

Yes

Does your group, club or organisation have insurance?

Yes

Project Details

Site Location (if applicable)

St Johns Wood Road Blairgowrie, from Old Melbourne Road to and including the carpark at
Bridgewater Bay in the Mornington Peninsula National ParkPNP

How will this project make a difference to the community?

St Johns Wood Rd, Blairgowrie application for funds for
 1. to develop plans and get approvals to make St Johns Wood Rd a shared road, giving

pedestrians priority. Road calming measures need to be put in place, such as road
narrowing, reducing road speeds, providing an accessible surface for all walkers, cyclists,
and cars. It should remain an unmade road; and

 2. to develop a St Johns Wood Rd meandering walking track in the nature reserve from Old
Melbourne Rd to the MPNP Bridgewater Bay carpark. The aim is to provide a bushland
experience for locals and visitors, to remove weeds, to reinstate habitat and biodiversity, so
that the nature reserve is restored and cared for as a linear bushland reserve. The NCG will
establish a Friends Group for this reserve

 The benefits would be to slow the traffic, and to change the focus from cars to people. The
benefits would be a safe place for all people to walk and enjoy this unique coastal area. All
ages would be catered for from babes in prams, toddlers, children, tricycles and bicycles,
walkers of all ages, joggers etc. The road surface(1) would be developed to be accessible
to all. The walking track (2) would be a track accessible to many, but not all. Cars would be
relegated to lowest priority - as in a camping ground.

  
The section of St Johns Wood Road from Old Melbourne Rd to the MPNP Bridgewater Bay
carpark is a heavily used road by visitors to the infamous jumping rock, with much illegal
parking and speeding drivers. Our proposals would alleviate the problems and make this
once again a welcome safe place for the local community and for visitors to enjoy.
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Do you currently have money (partial or otherwise) to fund this project?

No

Do you plan to seek additional funding sources, i.e. grants, donations, etc.

This would build on work done by the Shire on St Johns Wood Road from the Bay to Old
Melbourne Road

Are there other community members, organisations, businesses, etc. that you are, or
might, work with to help deliver this project?

The NCG and Community 3942 would work with the Shire Natural Systems team in the first
instance. We would commission Gidja Walker to assess and document the current status of
the land, and provide advice. The initial ground work would be completed in 2019/20.
NatureLinks would be asked to undertake some of the work prior to establishing a Friend
Group for the new bushland reserve. Further funds would be required over the second year
2020/21 to consolidate this work, to conserve and care for the newly established bushland
reserve.

Are there key stages, timelines of dates for this project?

The NCG and Community 3942 would work with the Shire Natural Systems team in the first
instance. We would commission Gidja Walker to assess and document the current status of
the land, and provide advice. The initial ground work would be completed in 2019/20.
NatureLinks would be asked to undertake some of the work prior to establishing a Friend
Group for the new bushland reserve. Further funds would be required over the second year
2020/21 to consolidate this work, to conserve and care for the newly established bushland
reserve.

Has funding previously been sought for this project?

No

Will this project require ongoing maintenance or continued financial support from the
Shire? (if known)

Yes

Do you want to be heard at the Forward Planning Meeting?

Submission No. 41



Budget Community Submissions :Budget Community Submissions :
Entry # Entry # 36143614

Yes

Additional submission details

The applicants
 The Nepean Conservation Group Inc

 NCG is an incorporated not-for-profit organisation established in 1973. For more than forty-
five years it has played a major role in conservation on the Mornington Peninsula,
specifically the Nepean Peninsula, a place of unique natural and cultural heritage values
with significant environmental, historic and tourism value to the whole of the Mornington
Peninsula.

 The NCG contributes to policy and planning in the Shire and the State. It provides
opportunities for community education and for active enjoyment of the natural environment
through regular guided walks: seasonal rambles. 

 The NCG is the umbrella group for 19 Friends Groups who work in Shire reserves, the
foreshore and National Parks. It has recently renewed its Memorandum of Understanding
with the Shire for the restoration and management of 16 bushland and drainage reserves
until June 2022. The NCG will form a Friends’ Group for St Johns Wood Rd linear bushland
reserve.

 The NCG’s vision is for people to understand and appreciate the natural, cultural and built
heritage that contributes to the sense of place of the Mornington Peninsula, in order to
protect and conserve the amenity and enhance the character of the Peninsula.

 This vision is fully in line with the Mornington Peninsula Shire vision “to value, protect and
improve the unique character and way of life on our Peninsula”.

 The NCG’s vision and work support the values identified in the Council Plan 2017-2021 and
the Strategic Plan. 

 This submission can be located within the strategies outlined under Our Place and Our
Well-being.

  
Community 3942

 Community 3942 has worked hard with local organisations and the Mornington Peninsula
Shire Council to achieve a number of improvements on the Nepean Ward: inlding but not
limited to the Blairgowrie Community Garden; free community Tennis Courts on Stringer
Reserve; Slips Reserve working with the NCG. Currently we are advocating to
improvements to St Johns Wood Road.

  
This would build on work done by the Shire. The intent is to create a linear roadside park
and wildlife corridor from the Old Melbourne Road to the Mornington Peninsula National
Park. The path/ track would extend from the Bay [work already completed by the Shire Bay
to Old Melbourne Rd] right through to the National Park with the section from the Melbourne
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Road to Bridgewater Bay to remain a sand or gravel or mulched track [similar to those in
Sid Baker Reserve or the E G Ritchie Reserve]. It would include significant representatives
of the indigenous vegetation of the Nepean Peninsula. Along the walking path/ track there
could be signage similar to what one would find in a botanic garden. The project would
require weed removal and well as considerable re-vegetation to repair areas that had been
denuded; and the creation of a meandering track, to make as little disturbance as possible
to existing habitat. The NCG and Community 3942 ask the MPS create a St Johns Wood
Rd linear bushland reserve in the current roadside reserve.

Submission attachment/s

NCG-C3942-St-JohnsWoodRd-Blairgowrie.pdf

All or any part of this submission will be made public and I have read the confidentiality
statements

I understand
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Submission by Nepean Conservation Group Inc (NCG) to Mornington Peninsula Shire Council, s233 
budget submission process April 2019. 

St Johns Wood Rd, Blairgowrie 

Application for funds  

1. to develop plans and get approvals to make St Johns Wood Rd a shared road, giving 
pedestrians priority. Road calming measures need to be put in place, such as road narrowing, 
reducing road speeds, providing an accessible surface for all walkers, cyclists, and cars. It 
should remain an unmade road; and 

2. to develop a St Johns Wood Rd meandering walking track in the nature reserve from Old 
Melbourne Rd to the MPNP Bridgewater Bay carpark. The aim is to provide a bushland 
experience for locals and visitors, to remove weeds, to reinstate habitat and biodiversity, so 
that the nature reserve is restored and cared for as a linear bushland reserve. The NCG will 
establish a Friends Group for this reserve. 

 

The applicants 
The Nepean Conservation Group Inc 
NCG is an incorporated not-for-profit organisation established in 1973. For more than forty-five years 
it has played a major role in conservation on the Mornington Peninsula, specifically the Nepean 
Peninsula, a place of unique natural and cultural heritage values with significant environmental, 
historic and tourism value to the whole of the Mornington Peninsula. 

The NCG contributes to policy and planning in the Shire and the State. It provides opportunities for 
community education and for active enjoyment of the natural environment through regular guided 
walks: seasonal rambles.  

The NCG is the umbrella group for 19 Friends Groups who work in Shire reserves, the foreshore and 
National Parks. It has recently renewed its Memorandum of Understanding with the Shire for the 
restoration and management of 16 bushland and drainage reserves until June 2022. The NCG will form 
a Friends’ Group for St Johns Wood Rd linear bushland reserve. 

The NCG’s vision is for people to understand and appreciate the natural, cultural and built heritage 
that contributes to the sense of place of the Mornington Peninsula, in order to protect and conserve 
the amenity and enhance the character of the Peninsula. 

This vision is fully in line with the Mornington Peninsula Shire vision “to value, protect and improve the 
unique character and way of life on our Peninsula”. 

The NCG’s vision and work support the values identified in the Council Plan 2017-2021 and the 
Strategic Plan.  

This submission can be located within the strategies outlined under Our Place and Our Well-being. 
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Community 3942 
Community 3942 has worked hard with local organisations and the Mornington Peninsula Shire 
Council to achieve a number of improvements on the Nepean Ward: inlding but not limited to the 
Blairgowrie Community Garden; free community Tennis Courts on Stringer Reserve; Slips Reserve 
working with the NCG. Currently we are advocating to improvements to St Johns Wood Road. 
 
The Project 
 
We submit that $18,000 be allocated within the budget to develop 1 above over the next 12 months: 

• to develop plans and get approvals to make St Johns Wood Rd a shared road, giving 
pedestrians priority. Road calming measures need to be put in place, such as road narrowing, 
reducing road speeds, providing an accessible surface for all walkers, cyclists, and cars. It 
should remain an unmade road 
 

We submit that $38,000 be allocated within the budget to develop 2 above over the next 12 months: 

• to develop a St Johns Wood Rd meandering walking track in the nature reserve from Old 
Melbourne Rd to the MPNP Bridgewater Bay carpark. The aim is to provide a bushland 
experience for locals and visitors, to remove weeds, to reinstate habitat and biodiversity, so 
that the nature reserve is restored and cared for as a linear bushland reserve. The NCG will 
establish a Friends Group for this reserve. 

 
This would build on work done by the Shire. The intent is to create a linear roadside park and wildlife 
corridor from the Old Melbourne Road to the Mornington Peninsula National Park.  The path/ track 
would extend from the Bay [work already completed by the Shire Bay to Old Melbourne Rd] right 
through to the National Park with the section from the Melbourne Road to Bridgewater Bay to remain 
a sand or gravel or mulched track [similar to those in Sid Baker Reserve or the E G Ritchie Reserve]. It 
would include significant representatives of the indigenous vegetation of the Nepean Peninsula.  Along 
the walking path/ track there could be signage similar to what one would find in a botanic garden. The 
project would require weed removal and well as considerable re-vegetation to repair areas that had 
been denuded; and the creation of a meandering track, to make as little disturbance as possible to 
existing habitat.  The NCG and Community 3942 ask the MPS create a St Johns Wood Rd linear 
bushland reserve in the current roadside reserve. 
  
The NCG and Community 3942 would work with the Shire Natural Systems team in the first instance. 
We would commission Gidja Walker to assess and document the current status of the land, and 
provide advice.  The initial ground work would be completed in 2019/20.  NatureLinks would be asked 
to undertake some of the work prior to establishing a Friend Group for the new bushland reserve. 
Further funds would be required over the second year 2020/21 to consolidate this work, to conserve 
and care for the newly established bushland reserve. 
 
BENEFITS 
The benefits would be to slow the traffic, and to change the focus from cars to people. The benefits 
would be a safe place for all people to walk and enjoy this unique coastal area. All ages would be 
catered for from babes in prams, toddlers, children, tricycles and bicycles, walkers of all ages, joggers 
etc. The road surface(1) would be developed to be accessible to all. The walking track (2) would be a 
track accessible to many, but not all. Cars would be relegated to lowest priority - as in a camping 
ground. 
 
The section of St Johns Wood Road from Old Melbourne Rd to the MPNP Bridgewater Bay carpark is a 
heavily used road by visitors to the infamous jumping rock, with much illegal parking and speeding 
drivers. Our proposals would alleviate the problems and make this once again a welcome safe place for 
the local community and for visitors to enjoy. 
 
Dr Ursula de Jong President  
Nepean Conservation Group Inc  
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