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Introduction 

The Mornington Peninsula Shire’s Disability Advisory Committee (DAC) welcomes 
the opportunity to provide feedback on the Proposed Budget 2019/2020.Accessible 
Housing Options Paper. 

The DAC was formed in 2014 and its members comprise of people with disabilities, 
parents of people with disabilities, service provider representatives and a 
representative from the Peninsula Advisory Committee for Elders (PACE). 

Our members have a keen interest in advocating for more accessibility and inclusion 
to ensure all that members of the community have enjoyment of living on an equal 
basis with others. 

Feedback  

1. The DAC is very pleased that the DAC has been involved by various Shire Teams 
in the planning of their programs which has led to several inclusions which relate to 
improving access and inclusion. 
  
2. In particular we are pleased to see that there is a mention in the overall Budget 
strategy relating to improvement in disability access, a mention in Facilities Booking 
and Planning relating to ensuring access for all, a commitment to continuing with the 
changing places toilets and beach matting programs, and continuing involvement of 
the DAC in Shire planning.  
 
3. We are especially pleased by the involvement of the Shire teams relating to the 
development of the Rosebud Aquatic Centre and the upgrade to the Mornington 
Community Centre. 
 
4. There are however, a few additional specific areas that we would like to see 
addressed: 
 

 We believe that there should be a commitment in the Asset Protection & 
Building Maintenance Services area to improving inclusive access. 
 

 In the Prosperity section there should be a commitment to improving diversity 
in employment. 

 
 In the Prosperity section we would like to see a commitment to improving MP 

tourist visitation through increasing accessible visitor facilities and 
accommodation and a general focus on increasing access and inclusion by all 
businesses and organisations on the Peninsula. 

 
 The DAC is fully supportive of the current footpath strategy and commitment 

in the proposed Budget to improving footpaths across the region. We would 
also like to see some of the funding from the kerb and channel renewal capital 
works budget allocated to kerb ramps in designated drop-off zones in high 
traffic areas such as in front of the Mornington Peninsula library and the 
Rosebud Plaza. 
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 In relation to the Budget commitment to the upgrade of street furniture and 
signage we would like this to be in line with the principles of Universal Design. 
For example, picnic tables should be designed so that all tables are 
accessible to all and park and street benches should be placed at the right 
height and location for those with mobility issues. Also, that all street signage 
is in size, font and colour options which can be accessed by all. 

 Please note that references to the All Abilities Consultative Committee 
(AACC) should be updated to Disability Advisory Committee (DAC) to reflect 
the recent name change. 

Personal comments 

The DAC would like to conclude by sharing some personal comments on some of 
these issues from its members. 

Footpaths 

“There are no footpaths around my house at all. The nature strips are full of gardens 
that their owners are proud of and keep beautiful.  

This means I have to walk on the road with my cane and my guide dog. Once I get to 
the main road there are no pedestrian crossings. It is right near a school so it can get 
very busy. I have done extensive training with Guide Dogs Victoria, but I just feel that 
the landscape is too unstable for me to travel safely no matter how I do it (i.e with a 
dog guide or a cane).  

Once I'm out of the cul-de-sac there's a very busy road with no pedestrian crossings, 
apart from the school crossing, but there are no footpaths to get to that crossing. 
There is a footpath on the other side of the road, but there's no-where safe to cross. 
Guide Dogs Vic have taught me how to cross a road like this, but I have to wait at 
least 10 minutes for a gap in the traffic, sometimes longer when the traffic is busy. 
Not being able to walk places means I rely on taxis to get everywhere. This limits my 
independence and makes it difficult to get exercise”. (Ross – vision impaired) 

Tourism and Recreation 

“I love travelling and have been doing so since I was on my early 20s. It is so rewarding 
and educational, not to mention a break from work and daily life. More and more I have to 
assess whether I can manage – that’s everything - from the airport to the 
accommodation, pool, excursions, bathrooms, transport. The list goes on and it’s a pain 
so to speak. This type of anticipation is not half the fun! I now travel with friends or family 
and it means that they don’t go either. We are all missing out, including the operators.” 
(Libby – limited mobility). 

Business and employment 

“As an accountant with muscular dystrophy, people thought working from home was 
the perfect fit for me as I didn’t have to worry about getting transport to work or the 
lack of accessible toilets. But I live alone, and it is incredibly isolating and 
demotivating. I envy my friends who have daily social interactions with their work 
colleagues. 

Don’t just think about making your business premises more accessible for 
customers, but as an opportunity to employ someone with a disability.” Karen- 
wheelchair user. 
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