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Does your group, club or organisation have an ABN?

Yes

Does your group, club or organisation have insurance?

Yes

Project Details

Site Location (if applicable)

12-14 Surf Street, Merricks Beach

How will this project make a difference to the community?
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Merricks Beach is located in the Red Hill ward, on the coast of Westernport Bay. It has a
low-key seaside ambience. Apart from the Bill Carroll Reserve (Palmers Hill Road), which is
on Shire land but is maintained by volunteer residents, the two tennis courts – which are
situated on land set aside for that purpose in the original subdivision and now owned by the
Merricks Beach Residents’ Association Inc (MBRA) - are the sole facility for community
recreation in Merricks Beach

 The condition of the courts is poor. No substantial work has been done on their playing
surfaces since 1968. They consist of four reinforced concrete slabs which have now
deteriorated to the point where the steel reinforcing is becoming visible and they are
heaving and cracking. As a result, a consultant engaged by the MBRA has deemed them
already unsafe for use. Indeed, there have already been a number of reports of residents
falling on the courts and suffering injury – to date, fortunately, not serious. The position will
inevitably worsen as the courts continue to deteriorate. 
The MBRA’s sole source of income is its annual subscription revenue, totalling about
$18,500. Given their importance to the Merricks Beach community, the MBRA has, within its
limited means, sought to maintain the condition of tennis courts as best as it can, but it
obviously does not have the funds required for the capital works necessary to make the
courts safe for current users and to ensure that they remain a community asset for future
generations.

 With the valued assistance of MPSC officers (Daniel Garrood and Mitchell Heggen), a
project plan is currently being developed by MPSC. Once complete (anticipated early May),
the MBRA will be in a position to seek firm quotations for the resurfacing work. However, on
the basis of Mr Heggen’s indication that he does not believe it will be necessary to remove
the slabs, the estimated cost of the works is $80,000.

 The MBRA recognises that MPSC has limited capacity to fund community projects. It notes
and applauds MPSC’s strategic objective to promote the positive health and wellbeing of all
Shire residents and ratepayers and notes also that the draft MPSC 2019/20 budget includes
amounts of $110,000 for tennis court resurfacing in Boneo and $30,700 in Main Ridge.
Without begrudging those communities the funding they are slated to receive, the MBRA
appeals to MPSC to allocate just some of the $350,000 additional funds that are currently
provided for further community submissions to the Merricks Beach tennis courts. If so,
within the constraints of its own meagre financial resources, together with any donations it
is able to solicit and potentially a voluntary levy on members, the MBRA will seek to make
up any shortfall.

Do you currently have money (partial or otherwise) to fund this project?

The MBRA is in a position to contribute around $30,000 from its own accumulated funds.

Do you plan to seek additional funding sources, i.e. grants, donations, etc.
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The MBRA sought grants to assist with this project from the Victorian Government’s “Pick
My Project” and from round 4 of the Commonwealth Government’s Stronger Communities
Programme. Unfortunately, it was unsuccessful. The MBRA will seek donations from
residents to make up the shortfall.

Are there other community members, organisations, businesses, etc. that you are, or
might, work with to help deliver this project?

The MBRA has obtained the valuable assistance of MPSC's Sport & Recreation Dept
(Daniel Garrood).

Are there key stages, timelines of dates for this project?

It is proposed to commence and complete the project during the 2019/20 year.

Has funding previously been sought for this project?

Yes

Will this project require ongoing maintenance or continued financial support from the
Shire? (if known)

No

Do you want to be heard at the Forward Planning Meeting?

Yes

Additional submission details

For full details of the submission, please refer to the MBRA's funding application dated 13
November 2018 and attachments.

All or any part of this submission will be made public and I have read the confidentiality
statements

I understand
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