
Police Point 
Artist in Residence 
Program Information



Call For Program 
Applications
At Mornington Peninsula Shire (MPS) we are aware of our 
role in providing creative spaces and experiences for artists, 
the broader community, and our visitors. We recognise the 
benefits of participation in the arts, the positive impact this 
has on health and wellbeing, connectivity and inclusiveness 
and its role as a conduit to freedom of expression and the 
building of bridges between cultures. 

Furthermore, the skills associated with artistic practices – 
creative thinking, self-discipline, collaboration, risk taking 
and innovation - are in great demand in our contemporary 
knowledge economy.
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About the 
Program
The Police Point Artist-in-Residence program is founded 
on the belief that artists look closely at the way the world 
works, notice things that others may have missed, challenge 
ideas, experiment, and create new opportunities to look at 
the world and its resources. Through the program, artists are 
encouraged to use their observational skills in portraying 
the variety of cultural and natural resources throughout the 
park such as historic structures, cultural landscapes, geologic 
features, coastal waters, and marine life as well as plant and 
animal life.

Over the next three years, in line with the Council and Well 
Being Plan 2021 -2025, and Our Arts and Culture Plan 2024, 
we will build on the achievements of the existing Police 
Point Artist in Residence program. We’ll do this by creating 
a sustainable future in which creative practitioners (artists, 
curators, cultural practitioners, and collectives) are provided 
with a unique and meaningful opportunity to explore, and 
potentially extend, their practice in a social environment that 
is both rich in history and nature. 

Through the provision of this series of residency opportunities 
the Mornington Peninsula Shire will be known as a place where 
ambitious work is supported, made, exhibited, and promoted.

Background Information

Police Point Shire Park (PPSP) and the Point Nepean National 
Park are nationally significant cultural heritage sites, located 
on the lands of the Boonwurrung-balug, one of the six clans of 
the Bunurong people of the Kulin Nation of Victoria. 
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From the 1850s-1970s, Police Point Shire Park was the location 
of the local Police Barracks and Quarantine station. Sebastian 
Kendall was the first Quarantine Station Superintendent 
stationed at Police Point from 1911-1942. The Police Barracks 
were established to ensure the Quarantine boundary was 
controlled and as such the Gatekeeper’s Cottage was 
permanently occupied by police officers.

The police presence at the Shire Park also provided a service 
for the area between Rye and The Heads at Point Nepean. This 
lasted for over 30 years before police duties were transferred 
to Sorrento in 1884. Mounted Constables were stationed at 
Police Point and this included the early development of horse 
paddocks.

In 1970, the site was used by the Department of Defence, 
repurposing the police barracks for army use. In 2004, the 
government transferred the land and the historic cottages to 
the Mornington Peninsula Shire, and Police Point Shire Park 
was established. It has since been added to the National 
Heritage list in 2006 and is also included in heritage listings at 
both state and local levels. 

A major theme for both Police Point and Point Nepean 
National Park is the story of the community rallying to save 
the former Commonwealth land from unsuitable development. 
The story of how Police Point was split away from its historical 
connection to the Quarantine Station and Point Nepean 
makes for a fascinating story.

The AiR program now provides an opportunity for creative 
workers to take time away from their usual obligations and 
draw from the unique features of Victoria’s pristine coastal 
environment, surrounded by National Park, to reflect, research 
and develop creative ideas.
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Aims of The Program 

Themes for the program include raising broad awareness 
and appreciation for our environment, creative development 
about coastal concepts and/or the heritage of the area, and 
a response to the impacts of climate change. In supporting 
creative people who have an interest in the environment 
and are immersed in ongoing discussions about creative 
exploration of these themes, MPS hopes to position the Police 
Point AiR program as a major enabler for creative use for  
access, exploration, and discovery. 

The unique environment of this Residency means that it 
was not simply a place to reside but a catalyst to create a 
communal space that can lead to experimental collaboration 
and discourse between participants.

In 2022 the residency program has been reviewed to improve 
outcomes and to focus on more targeted residencies. The 
program is now open to visual arts, new media, performance, 
architecture, film/video, literature, interdisciplinary arts, and 
music composition for artists of all abilities. 

Marynes Avila
AiR 2018
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Our aim is to improve the lack of communication and 
transparency about accessibility that can create barriers for 
artists who are D/deaf, Disabled, or neurodiverse and who are 
interested in participating in a residency program.

• Artist in Residence x 8 (includes painting, drawing, print 
making, ceramics, textiles, sculpture, photography, jewelry)

• Writer in Residence x 2 (includes both long and short form 
fiction and nonfiction writing, poetry and script writing)

• Designer in Residence x 2 (fashion, interior, object design)

• First Nation’s Residency x 2 (any medium)

• Accessible Residency x 2 (any medium) for artists with 
physical, financial or cultural barriers. Note: the buildings 
are not wheelchair accessible, so if you do have alternative 
needs, please discuss with our Arts Officer prior to 
applying.

• Performing Arts Residency x 2 (includes music, dance, 
theatre, performance art, stand-up comedy and spoken 
word, noise restrictions will apply)

• Curator in Residence x 2 (exhibition research and 
development only)

From 2023 during the residency, we will provide the public 
with:

• A unique experience with diverse opportunities for visitors 
to interact with and learn about your practice

• A chance to engage with Police Point Shire Park, through 
community engagement activities that uniquely reflect on 
the sites significant history and the stories derived from 
that

• A chance to develop a critical dialogue and better 
knowledge and understanding of the region and its history

• Opportunities to hear firsthand from the AiRs about their 
work and processes and to participate in workshops they 
deliver.
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• A visible linking of the creative process from concept to 
creation to display and the interplay of different materials 
and processes

• Studio project nights that will offer the artists and 
community members collaborative projects to work 
together on - a way to spur new ideas for each creative’s 
individual practice.

And for the creative worker:

• Access to a studio/workshop - physical studio spaces will 
be made available to the Artists in Residence (contingent 
on COVID-19 protocols and in accordance with the Shire 
COVID-19 safety guidelines at the time.)

• Support from the council officers as required
• Much needed space and time to be alone

Bridgit Thomas
AiR 2015, 2017
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About The 
Residency
The AiR program will provide accommodation and a 
workspace for up to 20 artists each year for a period of two to 
six weeks. The residency will be open to both individuals and 
groups of artists, inclusive of local, national and international 
artists, practicing all forms of creativity, both emerging and 
established. It is preferred that the residency period be taken 
in one block (ie consecutive weeks) though under certain 
circumstances we may be able to accommodate a split 
residency. 

Artists will need to cover their own travel costs to and from 
Police Point, their living expenses and any art materials and 
equipment costs during their stay. 

Sarah Morrow
AiR 2018
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A member of the Arts & Culture Unit will welcome you and 
introduce you to staff members and stakeholders who 
will provide assistance, information and local knowledge if 
required during your stay. This initial period of residence is 
primarily for creative development opportunities for up to 20 
artists each year. 

There is no expectation for the artist to deliver a resolved 
outcome however, it is anticipated that a small body of work 
created during or immediately after each residency could be 
exhibited virtually or performed at Shire venues.
Whilst support will be provided to artists whilst in residence, 
they will be expected to be independent, self-sufficient, and 
prepared to readily engage with local residents to achieve 
outcomes.

Successful artists will be contracted to agreed time frames 
and outcomes including community engagement programs as 
part of the residency.

Katie Roberts
AiR 2017
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Visitors

Visitors, including children and partners of resident artists, 
are usually not permitted to stay overnight. In some 
circumstances, partners may be able to visit on a weekend 
only, but permission must be sought well in advance of 
your stay. Please contact the Arts Project Officer if you 
are anticipating visitors or guests during your stay. Guests 
who are approved to stay overnight will incur a modest 
accommodation fee.

The local township of Portsea is within walking distance and 
Sorrento is a short three-minute bus or car trip. Supermarkets, 
pharmacies, banks, a news agency, cafés, restaurants, 
cinemas, and galleries form part of the village atmosphere. 
There is a Public Transport Victoria Bus 788 that stops at the 
entrance of Point Nepean National Park. 

The Queenscliff to Sorrento passenger ferry operates every 
day on the hour from 7am to 6pm. 

Pets

Police Point Shire Park is situated on the border of Point 
Nepean National Park both substantial areas of natural bush 
supporting many threatened native species. Domestic animals 
(including pet dogs and cats) are not permitted on the 
property for the safety of our native wildlife. We only allow a 
registered assistance animal in exceptional circumstances, 
and this must be discussed and agreed to prior to arrival.

Wildlife

Please be mindful and do not approach, disturb, or feed the 
wildlife. We ask you also to take care driving. Call the Wildlife 
Victoria 24hr Hotline 13 000 94535 or 13000 WILDLIFE. Other 
Mornington Peninsula injured wildlife rescue emergency 
contacts can be found here. 

https://mpcommunity.com.au/members/?um_search=1&services=180
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The State Government also have a handy Help for Injured 
Wildlife Tool to help you find and contact the closest relevant 
wildlife carers and rehabilitation organisations to help the 
injured wildlife.

Bridgit Thomas
AiR 2015, 2017

Arrival and Departure

We recommend that you bring your own car if possible. Please 
let us know as early as possible how you will be traveling to 
Police Point and when you are planning to arrive so we can 
organise an induction and resources.

The Artist in Residence complex is located at Police Point 
Shire Park, Pt Nepean Road, Portsea. Please observe speed 
signs and be careful of wildlife when traveling on our roads. 
Use the exact address on your GPS, Google, or Apple maps.

https://www.wildlife.vic.gov.au/injured-native-wildlife/help-for-injured-wildlife
https://www.wildlife.vic.gov.au/injured-native-wildlife/help-for-injured-wildlife
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How To Apply
Applications open September/October each year. 
Follow us at @mornpenartsandculture and sign up to our 
newsletter to stay up to date. 

All applicants must complete the online application form 
with general details along with answers to the following key 
questions.

1. Project proposal (no more than 500 words)
2. Proposed residency start and finish date
3. Description of the concepts that you will be exploring 

during the residency
4. Activities that you will be undertaking during the residency. 
5. About your practice
6. What are you hoping to gain from this residency?
7. Why is this residency meaningful to you?
8. How will you engage with the local community? 

Supporting Material

Current Curriculum Vitae – Up to 2 pages. Please include 
any formal education and/ or training you have undertaken in 
any areas relevant to this expression of interest. If you have 
worked in a community context before, please give examples.
 
Examples of work – Artists can provide up to 5 images, up to 
5MB each or provide up to 5 URLs. For writers and curators 
up to 5 x A4 pages of published or unpublished writing or up 
to 5 URLs. New media artists can provide up to 5 videos of no 
more than 3 minutes in length or up to 5 URLs.

References / Referees – Please supply the names and phone 
numbers of three people who are willing to support your 
application and are happy for us to contact them.
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Conditions Of 
The Residency
Police Point Artist in Residence program is for a set period of 
time and must be undertaken during the agreed time frame.

• Dates for the residency are non-transferable.

• Artist Studio and accommodation are for the use of 
program recipients only 

• Artists in Residence are asked to deliver at least one 
community engagement program

• At the conclusion of their residency, recipients agree to 
complete a brief report about their project. The report is 
to be submitted to the Arts & Culture Unit to assist with 
ongoing project evaluation and is due one month after the 
residency has been completed.

• Preference will be given to artists who have not had a 
residency at Police Point in the past three years.

Accessibility
 
National and international artists are encouraged to apply for 
the residency, and we will work with successful applicants to 
ensure that the residency is accessible for them. 
We appreciate that the online form may not be suitable for 
everyone. 

If you would like support in submitting your application 
in a way that works best for you and your requirements, 
please contact our Community Arts Officer via email at 
artsandculture@mornpen.vic.gov.au 
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Covid Safe Information

If you have COVID-19 you must not come to the residence and 
you must let us know you will not be coming.

If you have flu-like symptoms prior to your residency, you 
will need to follow public health guidelines and cancel your 
residency. We ask you to let us know as soon as possible.
MPS has COVID safe procedures which you will need to follow 
while in residence.

Assessment

Applications will be assessed through a process involving 
a panel of industry peers and Council staff. Their primary 
interests will be the quality of an artist’s work, the artist’s 
commitment to their practice and an understanding of how 
the residency will be of benefit to both the community and 
the artist.

Applications will be assessed on the quality of the artistic 
practice, including clear articulation of ideas, themes, and 
conceptual approaches.



15    AiR Program Information

The Artist in 
Residence 
Cottages
The Gatekeepers Cottage is a two-bedroom residence with 
a reading room, studio, kitchen and dining room, bathroom, 
toilet and laundry. The cottage receives beautiful natural light 
with large windows looking over the grounds and coastline.  

The cottage is fully furnished, has heating and cooling, 
is securely fence and has an alarm installed for security 
measures. 

Parking is restricted to one car on site. Visitor car parking is 
located at the entrance to the Police Point Shire Park. Whilst 
the Gatekeeper’s Cottage is considered isolated, the Park 
shares its eastern border with privately owned residences and 
is frequented by visitors and walkers. 

What is provided?

• Studio: easel, storage cupboard, chairs, worktables and a 
large wall for display

• Kitchen and Dining: including electric stove top, wall over 
microwave and fridge, tables and chairs (4)

• Laundry: washing machine, clothes rack, vacuum cleaner 
and cleaning products

• Bedrooms: two bedrooms with linen and towels provided

• Living room: double couch, two lounge chairs, reading lamp, 
radio/CD player, wifi

• Outdoors: parking for one car, garden table and chairs                                                                                                                             
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Gatekeepers Cottage
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Attendant’s Cottage (Cottage 4) located closer to the 
entrance to the park is also used at available times for 
residencies.  

• Office/Studio: large desk (note the office/studio is 
carpeted)  

• Wi-Fi: is available in the cottage

• Kitchen: fully equipped with stove top, oven microwave & 
fridge

• Dining: Table and Chairs (6)

• Laundry: washing machine, vacuum cleaner & cleaning 
products

• Bedrooms: double bed, single beds (2), bedside tables & 
lamps, towels and all linen

• Lounge/den: Double seater couch, lounge chair, foot 
stool, reading lamp, radio (basic), please note there is no 
television

• Outdoors: Parking for one car, beach chairs (2) 



Apply for the AiR 
Program Today.
We welcome participants from many creative disciplines 
and backgrounds to apply. To find more information and 
submit your application, go to the Mornington Peninsula 
Shire website.

Contact Us

Email: artsandculture@mornpen.vic.gov.au
Web: mornpen.vic.gov.au
Insta: @mornpenartsandculture

https://www.mornpen.vic.gov.au/Activities/Arts-Culture/Police-Point-Artist-in-Residence-Program
https://www.mornpen.vic.gov.au/Activities/Arts-Culture/Police-Point-Artist-in-Residence-Program
mailto:artsandculture%40mornpen.vic.gov.au?subject=
http://www.mornpen.vic.gov.au
https://www.instagram.com/mornpenartsandculture/

