
 Climate Emergency  
Background Information 

On 13 August this year, the Mornington Peninsula Shire unanimously declared a Climate Emergency 
calling for an immediate and urgent action to reverse global warming.  The Council recognises that that 
current levels of global warming and future warming already committed constitute nothing less than a 
climate emergency for most life on this planet.  
  
What is a Climate Emergency?  
  
A Climate Emergency is a resolution for immediate and urgent action to reverse global 
warming.  The emergency recognises that we have limited time to act to prevent a climate crisis, and 
that we are already experiencing the impacts. It is an unequivocal statement that it is the responsibility 
of every level of government, every community and business, and every person to:  

• Reduce emissions and mitigate the effects of climate change  
• Plan to adapt to the changes that cannot be avoided.  

 
Why is this an “emergency”?  
  
Thousands of scientists, local governments and organisations worldwide are recognising that we are 
indeed facing a climate emergency, with over 1000 jurisdictions and local governments declaring a 
climate emergency. It has been recognised that immediate and sustained action must be taken to avoid 
climate change impacts. 
  
In 2018, a report published by the United Nations Inter-Governmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) 
stated that without concerted effort to significantly reduce greenhouse gas emissions, global warming is 
likely to reach 1.5°C above pre-industrial levels between 2030 and 2052 if it continues to increase at the 
current rate. The IPCC also stated that as a global community, we could have just 12 years left to limit a 
climate change catastrophe.   
  
The IPCC report recently stated that inaction will likely result in sea level rise of 1.1 metres by 2100 and 
5 metres higher by 2300.  The IPCC report warns that already stressed coastlines face bigger waves 
and storm surges as oceans warm and ice melts. On the Peninsula we have already seen the impacts 
of climate change, through the increased frequency and intensity of extreme weather events.  The 
CSIRO predicts that in the future our region will experience:  
 

• increased temperatures   
• more frequent and intense downpours 

• rising sea level 
• warmer and more acidic seas 
• more hot days and warm spells 

• less rainfall in winter and spring 
• harsher fire weather, longer fire 

seasons 
• increased frequency and height of 

extreme sea levels.  

 
 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/science-environment-45775309
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/science-environment-45775309
https://www.climatechange.vic.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0019/60742/Greater-Melbourne.pdf
https://www.climatechange.vic.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0019/60742/Greater-Melbourne.pdf
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What happens now a Climate Emergency has been declared?  
  
Declaring a Climate Emergency is more than just words.  As key part of the declaration, 
Council will develop a Climate Emergency Plan to guide the climate emergency response. The draft 
plan will be prepared for Council review by February 2020 and will likely be available for public 
exhibition in May 2020.  This Plan will include a range of climate change actions to direct all Shire 
operations as well as advocating to State and Federal government and supporting community action.  
 
We are seeking your input to contribute to the Shire’s Climate Emergency Plan. Have your say by:  

• Filling in this survey (https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/climateemergencysurvey);  
• Participating in the Climate Emergency drop in sessions at Emu Plains Market and Rosebud 

Plaza on 19 October, and Mornington Market on 23 October.  

• Express your interest in participating in the community focus groups by emailing us 
on climateemergency@mornpen.vic.gov.au, with your name, area of interest and why you 
would like to join. Selected individuals will be invited to the sessions to be held mid-November. 

• All community members will have an opportunity to comment on the Draft Climate Emergency 
Plan when it is placed on public exhibition currently expected for early 2020.  

  
Where do the Mornington Peninsula Community emissions come from?  
 
Total emissions equate to 2.1 million tonnes of CO2, which can be divided up into the following: 
  
 
 

  
 

 
The overarching goals of Mornington Peninsula Shire’s Climate Emergency Plan are for the 
region to: 

• Provide maximum protection to all life from the impacts of climate change 

• Create global cooling by reducing emissions to as close to zero as possible in all sectors of our 

economy and then draw down past emissions 

• Engage and empower the entire community and foster a cultural shift across all aspects of the 

community where ongoing climate action becomes the norm 

• Support a just transition to a prosperous decarbonised economy; 

• Enable our community to be resilient to any unavoidable climate change and climate emergency 

response impacts - social, environmental and economic  

• Deliver climate emergency actions at an emergency pace 

The Climate Emergency Plan will focus on the following key delivery areas:  
  

- Energy Transition  

- Zero Emissions Transport 

- Circular Economy and Zero Waste 

- Sustainable Farming 

- Natural Environment and Sequestration  

- Resilient Mornington Peninsula 

- Climate Emergency Mobilisation and 

Leadership 

Electricity 

consumption 

52.5% 

Transport 

31% 

Natural Gas 

consumption 

8.4% 

Industrial 

Processes 

4.9% 

Waste 

2.6% 

Agriculture, forestry 

and other land uses 

0.5% 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/climateemergencysurvey
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/climateemergencysurvey
mailto:climateemergency@mornpen.vic.gov.au
mailto:climateemergency@mornpen.vic.gov.au

