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1. Executive Summary
The Rye Boating Precinct Plan has been developed to guide the future development and
improvement of the precinct in order to more effectively address the contemporary needs of
existing users, whist supporting and enhancing opportunities for broad community use and
enjoyment.
The plan addresses the core objectives for the project, in particular enhancing the capacity and
functionality of the boating precinct and responds to community and stakeholder feedback,
including a strong desire to improve facilities, landscaping and enhance the general amenity,
functionality and appeal of the precinct.
The Rye Boating Precinct Plan has been developed having regard to other higher order strategies
including (but not limited to) Victorian Coastal Strategy, Mornington Peninsula Boat Launching
Review, Council Plan, Community Plan and previous Rye Foreshore Reserve Landscape Master Plan
(2008). The Rye Boating Precinct Plan is therefore consistent with and complements broader
strategic directions and planning for the Rye community.
The Rye foreshore is one of the primary coastal holiday destinations for Melbourne. Rye and
surrounds has often been referred to as ‘Melbourne’s playground’.
The Rye foreshore area supports significant boating activity, particularly in the summer season.
Managing peak season demand, now considered to extend from November to April, is of key
concern to Council. Ensuring safe access to waterways plays an important part of the Shire’s
responsibility in managing coastal foreshores and boating facilities. Equally, other agencies have
responsibilities for managing the pier and water safety zones (Parks Victoria); marine safety
(Transport Safety Victoria) and as the landowner of coastal Crown land (DSE).
The Rye foreshore contains areas of high conservation value which include significant sites of
vegetation, cultural and heritage value, scenic quality and geological importance. In recognition of
these qualities the Shire developed the Rye Foreshore Reserve Landscape Master Plan in 2008 to
guide the future use and development of the foreshore area. This plan remains relevant as it is a
long-term plan which is yet to be fully implemented by Council. However, in light of growing
pressures on use, a more detailed investigation into opportunities to enhance the primary boat
launching and recreational precinct was required.
Under the provisions of the Crown Land (Reserves) Act 1978, the Shire is the delegated Committee of
Management responsible for the management of the recreational use of the Rye foreshore,
including public boat launching ramp and associated jetty.
Access to the Rye Boat Ramp Area is generally confined to designated access/parking points and
from the beachfront.

©

Insight Leisure Planning 2013 | Final Report V2

PAGE
5

Rye Recreational Boating Precinct Plan
Mornington Peninsula Shire

This project concentrates on the Rye Boat Ramp Area, however the Master Plan has been developed
having regard to the surrounding foreshore context, uses and demand pressures, including car
parking, event space and foreshore access.
The Boating Coastal Action Plan (2007) prepared by the Central Coastal Board identifies the Rye Boat
Ramp as suitable for upgrade from a district to a regional facility on the basis of significant seasonal
demand, its character as a popular holiday destination and its proximity to the Heads of Port Phillip.
Development of a strategic plan to guide the future use, management and development of the Rye
Boating Precinct is consistent with the core objectives outlined in Council’s Community Plan and
with broader objectives of upgrading the Rye boat launching facilities to a regional standard.
The report is presented in two volumes:
 Volume 1: Master Plan report and plans (i.e. this document).
 Volume 2: Background Reference Report, including a summary of consultation results,
demographic characteristics, design trends, demand assessment and review of other relevant
background reports.
Council has also separately commissioned a Coastal Processes Study for this area of the coast which
is an important reference document that has been considered in undertaking this project.
Ongoing demand for access to the Rye Boat Ramp generated from within the Shire alone is expected
to grow by around 24% from current levels by 2031. When combined with increasing demand
generated from population growth outside the Shire, improving road infrastructure (therefore better
access to Rye facilities), the popularity of the Rye ramp in terms of its location in the Bay and limited
supply/capacity of other boat launching facilities, it can be conservatively expected that demand for
access to the Rye facilities is likely to increase by as much as 25% over existing levels within the next
15-20 years.
Although current utilization of the ramp varies between seasons, at peak periods the ramp and
adjoining parking areas are fully occupied, providing justification for increased investment in line
with the intended role of the Rye boat ramp as a regional facility. Given this role, it is important to
recognise that the Rye boating facility is intended to serve much more than a local function.
However, ultimately spatial limitations within the Boating Precinct area for car and trailer parking
will act as a practical limit to the boating capacity in this precinct (unless alternative parking can be
provided off-site).
A number of common themes emerged from the consultation activities undertaken as part of this
planning process, including:





©

Theme 1: Boat Ramp Area Enhancements.
Theme 2: Traffic Management.
Theme 3: Foreshore Enhancements.
Theme 4: User Safety.
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Theme 5: Other matters.

These themes are presented in detail in Section 4 and have informed proposals for subsequent
improvement initiatives and objectives. Whilst it is acknowledged that this project has a primary
focus on the Rye Boat Ramp and associated car parking area, it has been necessary to consider
improvements to adjacent foreshore areas as a result of flow-on implications from changes within
the primary boating precinct and identified community aspirations or issues.
Therefore, in order to present a comprehensive design solution that is capable of addressing
identified issues across the broader foreshore, a number of recommendations and indicative
illustrated concept plans are provided for adjacent areas impacted by improvements to the main
boat ramp zone.
The recommendations for adjacent areas and proposed concept plans are intended to complement
the Rye Foreshore Reserve Landscape Master Plan (2008) in order to provide an integrated design
solution capable of addressing identified management issues and community aspirations.
The following strategies have been developed in order to address the identified issues and
opportunities for improvement.









Enhance the precinct to accommodate boating activities consistent with the strategic
importance of the site as a regional boat launching venue, including better utilisation of the
existing space adjacent to boat channel to increase boating capacity.
Establish a defined event area capable of accommodating the annual carnival.
Provide car parking to accommodate recreational users of the foreshore, including rationalising
the footprint of asphalt/hard surfaces areas, whilst retaining or enhancing overall car parking
capacity (i.e. more efficient use of space and functionality).
Increase the capacity of the foreshore to cater for a range of formal and informal recreational
uses within defined precincts, including informal open space provision.
Maximise opportunities for revegetation and conservation outcomes in defined revegetation
zones.
Provide defined areas for recreational camping on the foreshore.

Implementation of individual recommendations will need to be considered as part of Council’s
annual budget and capital works deliberation processes. Ultimately funding and timing of
implementation will be subject to Council’s financial capacity, competing demands, partnership
opportunities and availability of external grants. Implementation of all recommendations is
therefore subject to future budget deliberations by Council.
Estimated costs are indicative only based on a combination of industry rates, past project experience
and previous similar construction projects. Specific quantities and volumes will be subject to
detailed design and hence a lower and upper range cost estimate has been made. The indicative
implementation costs are as follows:

©
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Short Term
Medium Term
Long Term
Future Action
Total

=
=
=
=
=

$765,000 - $1,225,000
$665,000 - $1,035,000
$320,000 - $490,000
$To be determined.
$1,750,000 - $2,750,000

Progressive implementation of the Master Plan will help to reinforce the overall importance of the
site, including its role as a regional boat launching facility.
An initial Draft Rye Boating Precinct Master Plan was placed on public exhibition for a six week
period over June-July 2013 in order to provide opportunities for community review and feedback
prior to finalisation of the master plan. The draft plan was also circulated to key stakeholders who
were invited to provide comments or suggestions for improvement.
A total of 14 community submissions were received along with feedback from the following
stakeholder groups:





Southern Peninsula Angling Club (SPAC).
Nepean Conservation Group Inc.
Rye's Up Community and Traders Association.
VRFish.

On balance, the majority of feedback and comments were supportive of proposed directions. A
summary of the feedback is outlined in Volume 2: Background Reference Report, along with an
indication of implications for the final report. Common themes, issues and suggestions related to:










Funding to implement.
Boat launching demand.
Car parking.
Boat wash down.
Community event site.
Rye Yacht Club.
Potential conflict between user groups.
Horse-shoe car park.
PWC's.











Fish cleaning station.
Relocation of boat ramp.
Boating needs within a regional context.
User pays system.
Boat ramp extension.
Community benefits.
Over use impacts.
Coastal processes.
Addressing user demand.

This document incorporates any changes as a result of the feedback received. The proposed
changes will enhance the boating capacity of the precinct and improve overall functionality of the
foreshore open space for broad community benefit.
Council will facilitate further opportunities for community input through development of detailed
designs for each component of the project as implementation funding becomes available.

©
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2. Introduction
Demand for boating facilities across the Mornington Peninsula is expected to remain strong and will
continue to grow into the future associated with ongoing population growth and the profile of the
community, including a high proportion of retirees (i.e. predicted to account for around 40% of the
total Shire population by 2031).
The Rye Foreshore area is one of the primary coastal holiday destinations for Melbourne and
supports significant boating activity, particularly in the summer season.
Managing peak season demand (now considered to extend from November to April) is of key
concern to Council. Furthermore, ensuring safe access to waterways at primary destinations plays
an important part of the Shire’s responsibility in managing coastal foreshores and boating facilities.
The Rye Foreshore extends approximately 2.6 kilometres between the Whitecliffs – Cameron’s Bight
Foreshore to the west and Capel Sound Foreshore to the east (refer to Figure 1 below).

Figure 1: Rye Foreshore and Surrounds

The Rye Foreshore contains areas of high conservation value which include significant sites of
vegetation, cultural and heritage value, scenic quality and geological importance. The Shire
developed the Rye Foreshore Reserve Landscape Master Plan in 2008 to guide the future use and
development of the foreshore area. This plan remains relevant and is a long-term plan which is yet
to be fully implemented by Council.
The main Rye Boat Ramp area is shown in Figure 2 (Melways Reference 168 D3). The current boat
ramp provides three lanes with adjacent access to approximately 127 trailer boat parking spaces.
The Shire is the delegated Committee of Management responsible for the management of the
recreational use of the Rye foreshore, including the public boat launching ramp and associated jetty.

©
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Figure 2: Rye Boat Ramp Area

The Rye Pier is managed by Parks Victoria. The pier has a limited boating role due to shallow water
depths, and is primarily used for fishing, promenading and diving, although fishing charters operate
from the end of the pier.
The Rye Yacht Club operates from the eastern end of the reserve but is limited to the launching of
relatively small boats from an informal beach launching facility.
Access to the Rye Boat Ramp Area is generally confined to the designated access/parking points and
beachfront.
This project concentrates on the Rye Boat Ramp Area however the Rye Recreational Boating Precinct
Plan has been developed having regard to the surrounding foreshore context, uses and demand
pressures, including car parking, event space and foreshore access.
The following two plans highlight the overall study area, site context and initial site analysis (i.e.
current use zones).

©
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2.1

Planning Context

There have been a number of previous studies designed to investigate and guide the future
development of boat launching facilities in Port Phillip Bay. Of note, the following documents have
direct implications for the Rye Boating Precinct Plan.
The Sorrento Recreational Boating Precinct Plan 2011
This plan, adopted by Council in 2011 notes the potential role of Rye in providing a greater diversity
of services, a safe harbour and catering for reasonable peak season demands. The Sorrento RBPP
includes reference to a range of possible improvements to Rye, suggesting that the Rye boating
facility be upgraded as the main boating facility in the Southern Mornington Peninsula, and
emphasizing the relationship between facilities in meeting overall demand.
The Sorrento RBPP also recommends that the Rye boat launching facility be designed and
constructed to incorporate predicted climate change impacts.
However, the Sorrento RBPP concluded that commercial launch and retrieval services and
maintenance providers should not be relocated from Sorrento to Rye.
User Expectations and Improvements for Public Boat Ramps in Westernport and Port Phillip Bays
2010
Prepared by the peak recreational fishing body, VR Fish, this Stage 1 Report makes
recommendations for improving the experience of boaters when they use boat ramps around Port
Phillip and Western Port Bays. The report’s focus is on lower cost improvements that can be
implemented in the shorter term to improve conditions of use of boating facilities for owners and
operators of recreational trailer boats.
The report notes the potential for expansion of the Rye boating facility and for the redesign of the
car park to create efficiencies. It recommends the installation of a sea wall and a reconfiguration
and dredging of the Channel.
The Rye Foreshore Reserve Landscape Master Plan 2008
This plan outlines proposals to enhance the Rye Foreshore for a wide range of users, focussing on
pathways and civic spaces. The Rye Recreational Boating Precinct Plan (RBPP) is generally consistent
with the Landscape Master Plan and reinforces several of the key recommendations, including
strengthening the pedestrian link between the town centre (Napier Street) and the Rye Pier through
a major connection across Point Nepean Road and enhancing the gateway treatment at the entrance
to the boat ramp area.
The RBPP does, however, include options for relocating car parking areas in the longer term
(generally moving car parking areas back from the beach and improving the efficiency of the layout
rather than reducing car parking spaces) to reduce the impact of coastal processes on the parking
areas and vice versa.

©
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The RRBPP also varies from the Landscape Master Plan in that it proposes moving the Carnival site
slightly east of the current location in order to increases the site capacity for overflow trailer parking
during the peak summer period (in conjunction with an increases in the number of ramp lanes).
Long-term operation of the Carnival is supported on a more clearly defined site of comparable size.
In effect, the implementation of the RRBPP will need to be staged over time and Council will need to
assess the costs and benefits of implementing a particular stage at the appropriate time. For
example, as part of an adaptation strategy for Climate Change.
Boating Coastal Action Plan (CAP) 2007
The Boating CAP prepared by the Central Coastal Board recognizes the population and lifestyle
pressures on recreational boating infrastructure along the Mornington Peninsula coast and, in
particular, the lack of major boating facilities between Dromana and Rye.
The Boating CAP identifies the Rye Boat Ramp as suitable for upgrade from a district to a regional
facility on the basis of significant seasonal demand, its character as a popular holiday destination and
its proximity to the Heads of Port Phillip.
The Boating CAP (vol.2) assess the Rye Boat Ramp as having a Boating Service Level Index (a measure
of the service level in 2008 and the condition and safety of the facility) as 93/100 which is the equal
highest (with Sorrento) in the Mornington region.
The Boating CAP does not specifically assess the capacity of the existing facilities to accommodate
future demand nor the level of investment that might be required.
Mornington Peninsula Boat Launching Review 2004
The Shire’s Boat Launching Review prepared by BECA Pty Ltd Consultancy identifies Rye Boat Ramp
as one of the most popular boat launching facilities on the southern Mornington Peninsula. The
site’s close proximity to high yield fishing waters, Marine National Parks and Sanctuaries, the Heads
and Bass Strait make it an ideal boating destination.
The report notes that the Rye Boat Ramp is an easily accessible facility with good parking for both
cars and trailers. The review also notes that Rye Boat Ramp is located close to Rosebud, which is
earmarked for future growth as part of the Melbourne 2030 Strategy.
Rye Coastal Processes Study 2013
Council commissioned a Rye Coastal Processes Study which seeks to document, quantify and provide
management direction to minimise any adverse impacts from coastal processes evident in the study
area. Results from the Rye Coastal Processes Study have been considered in the development of this
project.
After assessment of options, the coastal processes study recommends the following Shoreline
Management Strategy for the Rye Foreshore:

©
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Beach renourishment


Sand bypassing to stabilise the shoreline to the east of the existing rock groyne mitigated by
pumping a portion of the sand produced through the regular maintenance dredging of the
boat ramp approach channel directly onto the beach near Lyons Street;

Dredging





A recommended bypassing rate (i.e. the annual volume that is dredged from the the
approach channel for placement on the beach near Lyons Street) of 1, 000 to 1.5000m 3
The remaining volume of sand produced through regular maintenance dredging should be
placed onto the beaches adjacent to the boat ramp with approximately equal volumes to be
placed on either side;
The frequency at which sand is placed onto the beach will primarily be influenced by the
need for dredging a the approach channel to maintain safe access to the boat ramp and is
envisaged to occur every 2 to 4 years;

Beach Profile



Following dredging and sand deposition works, the sand placed on the beach will gradually
erode causing the width of the beach to vary over time;
With a maintenance dredging interval of 4 years, the beach width is likely to vary up to 30m,
depending on the adopted beach configuration during sand placement;

Monitoring



Ongoing monitoring of the beaches should be undertaken to evaluate the response to
dredging and beach renourishment works.
If the monitoring indicates that the adopted bypassing rate does not provide a sufficient
long-term supply of sand to the beach east of the rock groyne, sand bypassing should be
supplemented with the importation of sand from a suitable external source;

Stabilisation of Foredune Areas



©

An effective dune management program should be implemented to help build the foredune
through the trapping ability of native dune plants and wind fences.
This management program should include:
i.
Stabilisation of foredune areas subject to natural sand transport processes by
primary dune vegetation species and wind fences if required;
ii.
Redirection of pedestrian and other traffic from vulnerable vegetated or
potentially vegetated foredune areas where such traffic poses a threat to
vegetation establishment and stability; and
iii.
Establishment and maintenance of controlled public access paths to and from the
beach at suitably spaced locations.
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In addition to the boating and coastal processes strategies outlined above, it is also relevant to note
that the Mount Eliza to Point Nepean CAP 2005 (MEPNCAP) applies to the Port Phillip coastline of
the Mornington Peninsula Shire, from Mount Eliza to Point Nepean. It provides a mechanism for
implementing the key goals of the Victorian Coastal Strategy 2008 and provides specific guidance on
planning for the future of the coast between Point Nepean and Mount Eliza.

2.2

Project Purpose & Objectives

Having regard to the strategic planning context outlined above, including previous recommendations
to upgrade boating facilities at Rye to ‘regional’ status, the purpose of this project is to respond to:








The need to quantify and plan for projected increases in demand for boating recreational use of
this already popular precinct.
Community, recreational and commercial demand for the revitalisation of a popular destination.
The need to enhance and upgrade visitor facilities and access on the foreshore.
The requirement for asset renewal to ensure safety of all users.
The demand for improved facilities for recreational fishing and boating.
The strategic significance of Rye from a recreational and community boating point of view within
Port Phillip Bay, as highlighted in the Boating Coastal Action Plan (2007).
Existing spatial and environmental constraints including the findings of the Rye Coastal Processes
Study.

Furthermore, the Rye Recreational Boating Precinct Plan must provide:




Practical design and management priorities, in the context of State and regional polices and
strategic directions.
A sustainable basis to manage the public boat launching facilities for the benefit of all users.
A response to local community and stakeholder issues identified during its development.

2.3

Planning Process

The planning process employed for this project has included the following key phases:
 Phase 1 Situation Analysis – incorporating a review of background information, site
familiarisation, demographic analysis and review of existing usage.
 Phase 2 Initial Consultation – including individual meetings or interviews with key stakeholders,
groups and Council officers.
 Phase 3 Issues and Opportunities Summary – presentation of initial findings and preliminary
directions to the Project Steering Committee / Project Manager.
 Phase 4 Draft Report and Master Plans – feedback on the Issues and Opportunities Summary
was considered prior to the development of the Draft Report and Draft Master Plans.
 Phase 5 Exhibition/Consultation - the plan will be submitted to Council for approval to go
through a public exhibition/consultation process.
 Phase 6 Final Report and Master Plans – the Final Report and Master Plan will be developed
following consideration of feedback received from the public exhibition of the draft
report/plans.

©
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2.4

Report Structure

The report is presented in two volumes:



Volume 1: Master Plan report and plans (i.e. this document).
Volume 2: Background Reference Report, including a summary of consultation results,
demographic characteristics, design trends, demand assessment and review of other relevant
background reports.

2.5
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3. Situation Analysis
The following section provides an overview of selected background material and context that is likely
to inform and/or influence the precinct Master Plan.

3.1

Population Projections and Demographic Profile

Source: The main sources of information/extracts include:
Mornington Peninsula Shire Community Profile.
(http://profile.id.com.au/Default.aspx?id=118&pg=260&gid=10&type=enum)
Mornington Peninsula Shire Population Estimates.
(http://forecast2.id.com.au/Default.aspx?id=118&pg=5000)

The current (2013) estimated population of the Shire is 154,983 people. This is expected to reach
188,643 by 2031, representing an annual growth rate of around 1.11%, resulting in a 21.7% increase
in population from 2013 to 2031.
Areas in the south of the Shire are more focused as locations for retirement, with many areas
notably Sorrento, Rosebud and Rye having a significant share of housing stock as holiday homes.
In 2011, the total population of Rye - Tootgarook - St Andrews Beach was approximately 12,314
people. The area is expected to experience an increase in population of over 904 people to 13,220
by 2021, at an average annual growth rate of 0.76% per annum over 15 years. This estimation is
based on an increase of over 830 households during the period, with the average number of persons
per household falling from 2.24 to 2.17 by 2021.
In 2011, the most populous age group in Rye - Tootgarook - St Andrews Beach was the 60-64 year
age bracket, with 930 persons. In 2021 the most populous forecast age group will continue to be the
60-64 year age bracket, with 1,143 persons.
However, based on 2006 esimates and distinct from the Shire as a whole, the number of people in
the under 15 age bracket is forecast to decrease by 130 (-6.5%), representing a decline in the
proportion of the population in the area and in this age bracket to 14.2%, which will be lower than
the Shire average of 17.9%. The number of people in the over 65 age bracket is expected to increase
by 1,231 (48.7%), and will represent 28.4% of the population by 2021.
The Rye - Tootgarook - St Andrews Beach area has higher levels of disadvantage than the Shire
average (i.e. SEIFA Scores of 982.4 compared to 1,026.2 respectively).
The following planning implications can be drawn from the demographic and population analysis for
the Rye Boating Precinct Plan.
1) Shire wide population growth, including within Rye - Tootgarook - St Andrews Beach, will
increase demand for access to the Rye Boating Precinct and foreshore facilities.
2) Whilst Victorian data is not available, Tasmanian research indicated the average boat owner is
male, aged over 40 years. The high proportion of adults aged 40+ in Rye, and the Shire as a
whole, will contribute to increasing demand for access to boat launching facilities.

©
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3) Infrastructure planning and development should consider the needs of an ageing community,
including accessibility, safety and support amenities (e.g. seating, lighting, amenities etc).
4) The high proportion of low income households and relatively high levels of disadvantage in the
Rye - Tootgarook - St Andrews Beach area, will ensure affordability for access to launching
facilities and car parking remains a key consideration.
5) In a broader sense, enhancements to foreshore facilities and infrastructure that support
informal recreation, leisure and casual use are likely to be highly valued by the community.

3.2

Background Research Review

A range of background reports and material has been reviewed as part of the Situation Analysis and
an overview of the key documents reviewed is included in Volume 2 Background Reference Report.
A number of key implications from the background research documents reviewed include:
1) Development of a strategic plan to guide the future use, management and development of the
Rye Boating Precinct is consistent with Council’s core objectives outlined in the Community Plan.
2) The Rye Recreational Boating Precinct Plan will consider the key planning principles outlined in
the Mt Eliza Coastal Action Plan (CAP) and plan for improved boating infrastructure to
accommodate increasing recreational boating demand. Key planning principles outlined in the
CAP include:
o Sustainability,
o Biodiversity,
o Access and equity, and
o Sensitive design.
3) Ongoing demand for access to the Rye Boat Ramp is expected to grow.
4) There is a need to consider opportunities to increase the capacity of the car/trailer parking area
(i.e. maximise efficiencies within the existing footprint).
5) There is a need to consider options to improve facilities to increase the capacity of the ramp,
including support infrastructure (e.g. wash down, boat rigging etc).
6) The issues, directions and recommendations outlined in the Rye Foreshore Reserve Landscape
Master Plan remain largely relevant and will be reflected in this project.
7) Consideration will be given to the Victorian Coastal Strategy 2008 and the Siting and Design
Guidelines for Structures on the Victorian Coast 1998 when developing the Rye Boating Precinct
Plan.
8) The Mornington Peninsula Boat Launching Review (2004) prepared for Mornington Peninsula
Shire by Beca Pty Ltd Consultancy, identified the following desirable boat ramp characteristics:
o Protected wave environment;
o Safe access;
o All weather protection;
o Access to deep water at low tide;
o Car parking;
o Boat holding structure (jetty or pontoon) and ramp lane dividers;
o Washdown and fish cleaning facilities.

©
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9) Provision of these elements (where possible) is consistent with the VRFish recommendations for
boat launching facilities, however it is acknowledged that not all sites will be able to provide all of
the facility characteristics noted above.

3.3

Boating Demand

The Mornington Peninsula Boat Launching Review (2004) suggested that the following factors
influence demand for boat ramp facilities:






Population trends
Boat ownership trends
Major road projects
Weather conditions
Boat trip destinations

The report identified that the Rye Boat Ramp is suited for medium sized boats of between 4 and 7
metres, which coincides with the most popular boat size according to survey results conducted as
part of the review (i.e. most popular craft are between 4 and 6 metres).
The report concluded that:






The Rye Boat Ramp is an easily accessible facility with good quality parking for both cars and
trailers.
The Rye Boat Ramp is listed as a Regional Boat Ramp in the Victorian Boating Coastal Action
Plan, which means that it is a site accommodating a significant amount of recreational boating in
appropriate conditions.
The ramp has the potential to address future demand, and is able to accommodate further
expansion and demand for parking facilities.
The number of boats in the Mornington Peninsula is likely to increase significantly over the next
20 years in line with population growth.

In relation to trends in boat ownership, a recent report by NSW Maritime titled NSW Boat
Ownership and Storage: Growth Forecasts to 2026 (July 2010), noted that:
In general terms, growth in boat ownership in NSW has mirrored population
growth. Moreover, there is little evidence on the effects of economic crises
on boat ownership in Australia. While financial downturns have a lag effect
on vessel ownership, there has been little suggestion that the Global Financial
Crisis – even in its mild Australian form – has had any impact.
The report went on to note that ownership of recreational vessels across NSW has grown
consistently over the 10 years to mid 2009 with an annual growth rate of 2.9%. This is similar to
findings identified in the BECA report which identified a steady increase in the number of boat
registrations at around 3% per annum (1998-2002).
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The Maritime Safety Incident and Demographic Report (January 2012) produced by Transport Safety
Victoria, identified that there were 359,736 Recreational Boat Operator Licenses issued in 2012,
which is an increase of 40,272 licenses from 2009.
An exact percentage of the Victorian population that own boats was not available. However we can
extrapolate from the Transport Safety Victoria figures as follows:






Based on the estimated residential population in Victoria as at September 2011 (i.e. 5,640,000
people) approximately 6.5% of all Victorian’s have a Recreation Boat Operators License. It is
assumed that license holders also own recreational boats.
Therefore, based on the Mornington Peninsula Shire population, we can estimate that in 2013
there are approximately 9,936 recreational boat operators in the Shire (i.e. 152,859 people x
6.5% = 10,074). However, by 2031 this can be expected to increase to 12,262 recreational boat
operators in MPS alone (i.e. 188,642 people x 6.5% = 12,262).
This represents an increase in recreational boat operator licenses (i.e. recreational boat
ownership) within the Shire of almost 25.3% from current levels
(NB: this increase is consistent with the anticipated overall population growth in the Shire of
21.71% from 2013-2031).

It is acknowledged that these are broad estimates only, however, the figures support anecdotal
evidence that demand for access to boat launching facilities in Rye is increasing and will continue to
increase as the population grows (i.e. in the order of 25% increase in demand from current levels by
2031, generated from within the Shire alone).
When combined with increasing demand generated from population growth outside the Shire,
improving road infrastructure (therefore better access to Rye facilities), the popularity of the Rye
ramp in terms of its location in the Bay and limited supply/capacity of other boat launching facilities,
it can be conservatively expected that demand for access to the Rye facilities is likely to increase by
as much as 25% over existing levels within the next 15-20 years.
Although current utilization of the ramp varies between seasons, at peak periods the ramp and
adjoining parking areas are fully occupied, providing justification for increased investment consistent
with the intended role of the Rye boat ramp as a regional facility. Given this role, it is important to
recognise that the Rye boating facility is intended to serve much more than a local function.
An additional ramp appears feasible despite constraints on the bay access channel. However, in
order to enable a practical increase in boating capacity, it is also necessary to provide an associated
additional level of trailer parking. The Australian Standard AS3962 - 2001 Guidelines for the Design
of Marinas, indicates that 70 spaces should be provided for each ramp lane. VRFish suggest a higher
rate of parking provision should be considered based on peak boat per hour demand rates.
At Rye, it is possible to increase trailer boat parking to a limited degree within the existing car and
trailer parking site by reconfiguring the area currently utilized by the annual Carnival (the Carinval
site would be relocated to an adjacent site of similar area with improved pedestrian access).
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However, ultimately spatial limitations within the Boating Precinct area for car and trailer parking
will act as a practical limit to the boating capacity in this precinct.
When considering boating demand for access to the Rye Boat Ramp, it is acknowledged that Parks
Victoria own and operate thirty seasonal swing moorings located between White Cliffs and Rye
Beach which provide opportunities for campers and visitors accessing Port Phillip Bay to leave their
boats in the water over the summer season (subject to environmental conditions). The 30 moorings
are generally available from 1st December to Mid April each year. Full season fees in 2011/12 were
$400 each mooring.
Indications from Parks Victoria are that the moorings are fully utilised each season and therefore
allocations are subject to an annual application process. Anecdotally it has been suggested that a
number of boat owners prefer to utilise the seasonal moorings in preference to having to endure
long waiting periods to access or retrieve boats from the Rye Boat Ramp.
Parks Victoria indicated that there is strong evidence of demand for additional seasonal moorings,
however there are no current plans to provide more moorings due to capital budget limitations.
Parks Victoria have indicated support for increasing the capacity of the Rye Boat Ramp.
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4. Consultation Summary
The following section provides a snap-shot of the key themes to emerge from the consultation
activities undertaken, including:







Government agency workshop,
Precinct stakeholder workshop,
Boating users workshop,
Rye community meeting,
Public submissions, and
Community survey results.

Volume 2: Background Reference Report provides a more detailed record of the consultation results.
Theme numbers are not intended to reflect relative priority or order of importance.
Theme 1: Boat Ramp Area Enhancements















Desire to increase capacity (1-2 additional lanes).
Resolve / minimise ramp silting.
Consider options for a break wall / wave retardation.
Additional jetty and possible divider if width of ramp widened, including floating pontoons for
short term mooring so that passengers can be dropped off and vehicles retrieved prior to
collecting boats. Increase capacity of short-term mooring (15 minute limit).
Better lighting of the jetty/ramp area.
Reinstate wash down facilities.
Establish fish cleaning station/s.
Consider options for dedicated PWC/small craft (up to 4.5m) ramp/lane (possibly a separate
ramp).
Prefer more direct access to open/deep water.
Improve alignment of vehicle reversing area with the ramp lanes.
Upgrade/improve directional, safety and regulatory signage, including 15minute mooring limit at
the jetty.
Paint yellow lines to distinguish vehicle/boat lanes.
Move ticket machine and signage to more appropriate location to improve effectiveness.

Theme 2: Traffic Management






©

Establish a rigging lane/area before reaching the boat ramp.
Better signage and access control, including boat retrieval.
Review circulation to improve traffic flow, including possible link with the main car park area.
Retain capacity for use of grassed areas for overflow car/trailer parking, improve/define parking
areas and include roll over curb and defined pedestrian movement.
Need an ‘escape’ option from the boat launch queue area.
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Better signage throughout the precinct directing users to specific areas, including boat
preparation area before launching.
Improve traffic management and car parking in Yacht Club area.
Formalise gravel car parks (Lyons Street – Hunt Av and Yacht Club).

Theme 3: Foreshore Enhancements












Improve park furniture and consistency.
Improve path surfaces, including consistency in types.
Review littler bin locations and increase capacity and frequency of collection, including recycling
facilities.
Minimise sand blow out over paths.
Landscape and vegetation enhancements, including replacement of senescent exotic trees with
indigenous species. Increase support for volunteer groups.
Dog litter bags and bins.
Improve defined access to Lime Kiln area (i.e. avoid ‘capture’ by campers in this area).
Better management of impacts on foreshore from the carnival i.e. grass replacement.
Install additional BBQ and picnic facilities, including at Lime Kiln area.
Upgrade/replace public toilet and change room facilities.
Components that scored the most ‘poor’ and very poor’ ratings included:
o Public toilets/change rooms.
o Park furniture.
o Playground.
o Traffic access and circulation.
o Car parking areas.
o Standard of facilities and infrastructure.
o Physical access, and
o Litter/cleanliness.

Theme 4: User Safety



Minimise potential conflicts with pedestrians, particularly in boat ramp area.
Consider options to minimise conflicts with swimmers, particularly in the boating channel area.

Theme 5: Other matters




©

More realistic operational maintenance budgets are required which reflect the high cost of
maintaining specialized coastal assets.
Consider options for a seasonal Marshall/Ranger to assist traffic management and boat
launching during peak periods.
Do not reduce car parking capacity.
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Consider options for installation of electronic signage (at road entrance) advising of car park
capacity and average launch times/waiting period – link to Sorrento and other facilities to
improve distribution of traffic.
Establish an electronic weather station / display in boat ramp area, including Bay readings.
Resolve long-term future of the Sea Scouts building, in particular explore options for other
community uses/needs (e.g. base for Rye Lions club).
Review vegetation management, particularly in car park areas (i.e. pruning to prevent
encroachment of parking spaces).
Need greater consideration of impact on coastal processes from dredging and dumping of spoil.
Improve pedestrian access through the site.
Incorporate WSUD and ESD principles in any upgrades.
Support improvements to meet relevant Austrian standards.

An initial Draft Rye Boating Precinct Master Plan was placed on public exhibition for a six week
period over June-July 2013 in order to provide opportunities for community review and feedback
prior to finalisation of the master plan. The draft plan was also circulated to key stakeholders who
were invited to provide comments or suggestions for improvement.
A total of 14 community submissions were received along with feedback from the following
stakeholder groups:





Southern Peninsula Angling Club (SPAC).
Nepean Conservation Group Inc.
Rye's Up Community and Traders Association.
VRFish.

On balance, the majority of feedback and comments were supportive of proposed directions. A
summary of the feedback is outlined in Volume 2: Background Reference Report, along with an
indication of implications for the final report. Common themes, issues and suggestions related to:










Funding to implement.
Boat launching demand.
Car parking.
Boat wash down.
Community event site.
Rye Yacht Club.
Potential conflict between user groups.
Horse-shoe car park.
PWC's.











Fish cleaning station.
Relocation of boat ramp.
Boating needs within a regional context.
User pays system.
Boat ramp extension.
Community benefits.
Over use impacts.
Coastal processes.
Addressing user demand.

This document incorporates any changes as a result of the feedback received. The proposed
changes will enhance the boating capacity of the precinct and improve overall functionality of the
foreshore open space for broad community benefit.
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Council will facilitate further opportunities for community input through development of detailed
designs for each component of the project as implementation funding becomes available.
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5. Site Character Assessment
The following images capture the historical context of the site and reflect the importance of the
precinct for ongoing community recreation, leisure and water based activities. Rye (and surrounds)
has often been referred to as ‘Melbourne’s backyard’.
Landscape character analysis:
The following images provide an insight to the change in landscape character over a period time.

Figure 3: Rye beach, VIC c. 1920-1954 Source: State Library of Victoria
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Figure 4: Rye beach - view to White Cliffs, VIC c. 1920-1954 Source: State Library of Victoria

Figure 5: White Cliffs, Rye, VIC c. 1920-1954 Source: State Library of Victoria
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Figure6: Rye pier, VIC c. 1920-1954 Source: State Library of Victoria

Figure 7: View from Rye pier, VIC c. 1920-1954 Source: State Library of Victoria
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Figure 8: Rye beach and camping area, VIC c. 1920-1954 Source: State Library of Victoria
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Current landscape character:
The following is a photographic survey of the current site conditions in the boat ramp area.

Boat launch facilities

Boat launch facilities

Boat ramp jetty

Boat ramp jetty, fishing platform

Car and trailer parking facilities

Car and trailer parking facilities

©

Insight Leisure Planning 2013 | Final Report

PAGE
30

Rye Recreational Boating Precinct Plan
Mornington Peninsula Shire

Community notice board

Example of precinct signage

Pedestrian and vehicle conflict point

Pedestrian path, lack defined road crossing

Inconsistency in park furniture styles

Carnival site, potential overflow car parking
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Key vista between the shopping strip and the pier
with underutilised space between the car parks

Existing structures on the foreshore of varying
age

Beach access with erosion control

Coastal vegetation

Sand drifts on to paths where vegetation is
missing and activity areas encroach the beach

Existing parking area adjacent to the boat ramp
area
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Beach access

Car parking adjoining yacht club

Existing interpretation signage

Narrow strip of coastal vegetation next to key
recreation areas
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Landscape character observations:
One of the key observations in the comparison between the current site photographs and the
historic images has been the increased expansion of the foreshore as a result of sand accumulation.
The increase in the foreshore area has enabled an area of coastal vegetation to become established.
The following aerial photographs from 1968 and 2011 highlight the change in the shoreline.

Figure 9: Aerial image of Rye foreshore circa 1968.
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Figure 10: Aerial image of Rye foreshore circa 2011.
In addition to the change in area of the foreshore, the following observations can be made regarding
the landscape character of the study area.








©

Ti-tree is the dominant vegetation type along the foreshore. As the foreshore has enlarged the
area of Ti-tree plantings has grown.
Exotic plantings, predominately of cypress pines, are a prominent visual element along the
roadside and within key recreation areas in the Rye Foreshore Reserve. This is consistent with
historic plantings in other parts of the peninsula. Many of these trees have died or are in decline
and in some instances have been replaced with Norfolk Island Pines.
Coastal Banksias are a highly valued ecological planting as well as visual element in the camping
areas.
The extent of coastal vegetation is most limited in the primary areas of recreation.
Event and recreation zones are characterised by large areas of mown grass with scattered trees.
Between 1968 and 2011 there have been significant changes in foreshore and shopping
streetscape car parking as part of overall traffic management strategies.
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6. Issues and Opportunities
Section 4 presented a summary of major issues based on the consultation findings, these were
grouped under the following key themes:






Boat ramp area enhancements.
Traffic management.
Foreshore enhancement.
User safety.
Other improvement opportunities.

The following plans provide an illustrated summary of the major issues identified for the Rye Boating
Precinct based on the consultation results, site analysis and research material (including
consideration of potential coastal process implications).
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1.
2.
3.

4.

5.

Vehicle queuing and boat launching could be made more efficient (especially
during peak periods) if a rigging bay was constructed along the access road
to prevent launch areas being used.
Overflow car and trailer parking is currently occurring in an informal way
during peak periods. Opportunity to designate an overflow parking area
with designated parking fees and restrictions.
Existing shortcut from the carpark has led to conflict during peak periods.
Opportunity to modify existing road configuration and/or introduce a
ranger or temporary traffic measures during peak periods to ensure the
area functions correctly
Desire to add additional lanes to the existing launch area. Opportunity
for further improvements to launch area include additional moorings,
line marking or road barriers to prevent trailers crossing multiple lanes,
realigning the launch parking bays to match the boat launch, improved
lighting and ongoing management of sand accumulation/erosion on the
ramp.
Existing sand bar provide protection from northerly swells during low tides
but leaves the ramp exposed on high tides. Construction of a sea wall or
change to the alignment of the channel, is not supported in the results from
the Coastal Processes Study. Ongoing periodical dredging of the channel

6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

11.
12.
13.

will be a long-term operational requirement for continued boat launching at
this site.
Reinstate the existing wash down areas. Option to provide a fish cleaning
area as well.
Improve pedestrian connections, consistency in path surface treatments and
avoid pedestrian conflict points with cars and reversing vehicles.
Existing trailer parking area is adequate. Any modifications to the area
should result in no net loss of car and trailer parks
The area occupied by the annual Carnival dominates the site and causes
damage to landscape surfaces (i.e. grass). There may be opportunities to
improve spatial efficiencies to cater for this activity.
There has been conflict between boat launching and PWC (e.g. Jet Ski) use
of the ramp, particularly during the peak season. There may be opportunities
to trial a temporary PWC launching facility away from the main boat ramp
to cater for peak loads.
There are opportunities to improve the consistency and appeal of park
furniture in the precinct.
Lighting on the jetty may need to be improved.
There are opportunities to improve signage and boating information
throughout the precinct, including the location of ticket machines and

14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.

installation of web-cameras to provide information about current conditions
and ramp usage.
There may be opportunities to improve litter management across the site,
including location of bins and frequency of collection during peak periods.
Installation of dog litter bags could be considered.
The age and condition of existing toilets facilities are unlikely to service the
needs of users over the next 20 years. Consider opportunities to upgrade
and/or replace public toilet facilities.
Reinforce the foreshore area as a ‘shared use’ swimming and boating zone
through improved signage and enforcement.
Consider opportunities to improve environmental outcomes including
water sensitive urban design and revegetation.
Recent storm events have resulted in erosion in the area adjoining the yacht
club.
Opportunity to upgrade existing parking areas whilst also considering areas
for potential future expansion of the yacht club.
Opportunity to improve the existing car park and pedestrian routes
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7. Master Plans and Recommendations
This section presents the key recommendations for the boating precinct and includes accompanying
illustrated Rye Recreational Boating Precinct Plan - Master Plan drawings. The illustrated Master
Plans include annotations which support the objectives, strategy and recommendations for each
respective area.
It is acknowledged that this project has a primary focus on the Rye Boat Ramp and associated car
and trailer parking. However, in considering recommendations for improvements to these facilities
there are flow-on implications for adjacent areas of the foreshore.
Therefore, in order to present a comprehensive design solution that is capable of addressing
identified issues across the broader foreshore precinct, a number of recommendations and
indicative illustrated concept plans are provided for adjacent areas impacted by improvements
proposed for the main boat ramp zone.
The recommendations for adjacent areas and proposed concept plans are intended to complement
the Rye Foreshore Reserve Landscape Master Plan (2008) in order to provide an integrated design
solution capable of addressing identified management issues and community aspirations.
It is acknowledged that the recommendations of the Rye Recreational Boating Precinct Plan have
been developed to address the future management of this precinct in both the shorter and longer
term. The plan has also been designed to integrate existing Council strategies and plans. The plan
identifies short, medium and longer term strategies whose implementation will need to be staged
over time as funding becomes available.
Implementation of all recommendations are therefore subject to future budget deliberations by
Council.

7.1

Rye Boat Ramp and Car Park Precinct

7.1.1 Objectives
 Improve the functionality of the precinct, including traffic management and control.
 Provide adequate ancillary facilities to support recreational boating use of the precinct.
 Maximise the capacity of the site to accommodate boating activities, having regard to the Rye
Coastal Processes Study 2013, the Victorian Coastal Strategy 2008 and the environmental
sensitivity of the site.
 Maximise use of existing infrastructure and resources.
 Improve environmental outcomes, including vegetation management and WSUD.
 Enhance the aesthetic appeal, appearance and functionality of the precinct.
 Improve pedestrian safety and circulation.
 Limit opportunities for potential conflict between users (e.g. boating, PWC’s and recreational
beach users).
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7.1.2 Strategy
 Enhance the precinct to accommodate boating activities consistent with the strategic
importance of the site as a regional boat launching venue, including better utilisation of the
existing space adjacent to boat channel to increase boating capacity.
7.1.3 Actions / Recommendations
1. Increase the capacity of the existing boat ramp by adding an additional lane, jetty and central
divider (NB: extent of remodelling to be determined via detailed designs, including options to
reduce sand build up on the ramps. Detailed design will also need to consider appropriate
lighting levels for the jetty, pontoon and ramp area).
2. Remodel the car parking areas to improve functionality and capacity in accordance with the
attached illustrated plans. Incorporate WSUD outcomes in detailed designs (refer to attached
concept plans).
3. Establish a defined overflow parking area on the existing grass surface along Nepean Highway.
4. Demolish the central toilet block (in over flow parking area) and upgrade/replace the public
toilets at the end of Dundas Street, subject to funding and in accordance with Council’s Public
Toilet Strategy.
5. Establish a new boat wash down and de-rigging facilities.
6. Remodel pedestrian access and circulation in accordance with the attached plans.
7. Improve park furniture along the foreshore and boat ramp area (including consistency in styles).
8. Improve signage (reinforce ‘shared swimming and boating zone’ areas), remove the ticket
machine and replace with Council's proposed new cashless and ticketless parking system for
boat ramp sites (in accordance with Council's Customer Service Branch ticketing/permit
strategy) including a web camera linked to appropriate surveillance websites.
9. Increase annual operational budgets to allow for periodic dredging of the channel, removal of
sand build up on the boat ramp and to allow improved maintenance of foreshore assets (i.e.
jetties, pier etc).
10. Trial options for the relocation of a temporary (seasonal) PWC launching facility to a site
separate from the main boat ramp. Operational models will need to be considered by Council
and could include valet launching, winch system, or no assistance provided (NB: the Yacht Club
beach launch could be considered in the trial, potentially involving Club members in a valet
service. Use of this site could have implications for the design of the proposed car park at this
location).
11. Improve litter management across the site, including location of bins and frequency of collection
during peak periods. Consider installation of dog litter bag dispensers along the foreshore.

7.2

Event / Carnival Area

7.2.1 Objectives
 Minimise adverse impacts from the carnival on ongoing operational uses of the precinct,
including impact on grass and boating activities.
 Minimise bump-in and bump-out periods for event use of the site.
 Maximise flexibility of the site for potential use by a variety of events / activities.
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7.2.2 Strategy
 Establish a defined event area capable of accommodating the annual carnival with no loss of
event space.
7.2.3 Actions / Recommendations
12. Relocate the annual carnival to a more clearly defined event space of equal area (refer to
attached plans). As part of the removal of the existing carpark, construct a free draining, flat
area of mown grass of a standard appropriate for regular events. This may include an
engineered soil profile and irrigation.
13. Relocate access to three-phase power, water and establish a sewer discharge point for
temporary toilets and/or event use.

7.3

Car Park Areas

In addition to the Boating Precinct car park, three other foreshore car park areas have also been
reviewed as part of this project. These are identified on the attached plans and include:




#1: Central car park, adjacent/east of the Rye Pier.
#2: Recreation precinct car park.
#3: Yacht club car park.

7.3.1 Objectives
 Incorporate WSUD and ESD outcomes in future car park provision.
 Incorporate native vegetation and landscaping where appropriate to soften the visual impact of
car parking.
 Improve the functionality and capacity of car parking within similar (or smaller) overall spatial
footprints.
 Move car parking away from highly sensitive foreshore interface zones (i.e. increase spatial
buffers to the waters edge).
 Provide separate car parking tailored to known usage pressures (e.g. boating, events,
recreational / informal use and yachting).
 Improve capacity to accommodate buses, tourism (e.g. caravans) and disabled access.
7.3.2 Strategy
 Provide car parking to accommodate recreational users of the foreshore.
7.3.3 Actions / Recommendations
14. Redesign car parking (1, 2 & 3) as identified on the attached plans.

7.4

Recreation Area

7.4.1 Objectives
 Maximise opportunities to cater for ‘minor’ events, activities and community gatherings (formal
or informal).
 Improve green spaces to cater for a variety of community uses.
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Improve public play space facilities and amenity.
Enhance the landscaping, amenity and appeal of recreational spaces.
Ensure a high degree of visibility and opportunities for casual surveillance.
Provide spaces that encourage informal community use and gatherings.

7.4.2 Strategy
 Increase the capacity of the foreshore to cater for a range of formal and informal recreational
uses within defined precincts.
7.4.3 Actions / Recommendations
15. Alter the design and orientation of car park #2 in order to increase space available for
community recreation (and increased buffer to sensitive erosion zones along the foreshore).
16. Monitor levels of use and community satisfaction with the recently installed Community
Playground. Consider opportunities to enhance integration with the coastal setting.
17. Install additional park furniture (e.g. seating, tables, drinking taps, BBQ facilities and shelter,
bicycle parking etc) to encourage community use of the foreshore (including a BBQ facility to
service the Lime Kiln recreation area).
18. Review existing picnic shelters and public toilets, upgrade and/or replace as required (ensuring a
more consistent palette of styles and designs).
19. Improve pedestrian and bicycle circulation across the site.
20. Improve landscaping and tree planting to increase the amenity and appeal of the recreation
zone (NB: ensure any landscaping does not adversely impact on the capacity to accommodate
large events and community gatherings on the foreshore).

7.5

Revegetation Areas

7.5.1 Objectives
 Maximise revegetation opportunities.
 Enhance the natural values of the foreshore.
 Maximise environmental and conservation outcomes.
 Reinforce the native (indigenous) landscape character of the revegetation zones.
 Contribute to dune and foreshore stability, minimising impacts from erosion and climate change.
 Control access and use of sensitive revegetation areas.
7.5.2 Strategy
 Maximise opportunities for revegetation and conservation outcomes in the defined revegetation
zones.
7.5.3 Actions / Recommendations
21. Proactively work with community volunteer groups to maximise revegetation outcomes in
defined zones, including protection from campers and maintenance contractors.
22. Establish a defined network of paths and trails (refer to attached plans) in order to limit
undesirable access through sensitive revegetation areas.
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23. Retain spatial capacity for possible future expansion of the Yacht Club boat storage area (subject
to DSE approval).
24. Establish a forecourt access and gathering area in front of the Yacht Club building.

7.6

Camping Areas

7.6.1 Objectives
 Ensure camping areas are confined to defined areas in order to minimise potential negative
impacts on foreshore vegetation and competing uses.
 Continue to provide camping facilities, consistent with the historical European connection to the
site.
 Progressively upgrade camping facilities and infrastructure in order to meet contemporary user
expectations and uses.
7.6.2 Strategy
 Provide defined areas for recreational camping on the foreshore.
7.6.3 Actions / Recommendations
25. Implement the recommendations outlined in the Rye Foreshore Landscape Plan (2008) for
recreational camping areas and revegetation.
26. Review the existing layout of camp sites and facilities in order to explore opportunities for
rationalisation and/or improved spatial efficiencies, including opportunities for additional
revegetation and improved access road/path configurations.
27. Ensure camping areas do not encroach into other use-precincts along the Rye foreshore.
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Scale 1:1500 (A3)
1 Additional lane to existing boat launch area and

other improvements to include additional moorings,
realignment of launch parking bays to match the boat
launch, and addition of improved lighting. Modifications
to existing road configuration including the elimination
of the existing shortcut from the carpark boat launch
area to eliminate conflict and improve carpark function.

2 Car parking areas reconfigured to improve funcionality

3 Overflow parking area on existing grass surface to cater

for car and trailer parking during peak periods, with
rigging bay proposed along access road to prevent launch
areas being used during peak periods to alleviate vehicle
queuing and improve boat launching efficiency.

4 Demolish the central toilet block (in over flow car park

area) and upgrade/replacethe pubic toilets at the end
of Dundas Street in accordance with Council’s Toilet
Strategy and subject to funding.

and capacity and reduce the overall site footprint with
minor increase in carparks. Amended configuration
is sensitive in the retention of existing trees and
5 Establish a new boat wash down and de-rigging facilities.
caters for long vehicles, cars with trailers and buses.
Opportunity to integrate Water Sensitive Urban Design.

Rye Boating Precinct
masterplan 1 of 3

6 Remodel pedestrian access and circulation in accordance

with the plans.

7 Improve park furniture along the foreshore and boat

ramp area (including consistency in styles).

8 Improve signage (reinforce ‘shared swimming and boating

zone’ areas), remove the ticket machine and replace with
Council’s proposed new cashless and ticketless parking
system for boat ramp sites (in accordance with Council’s
Customer Service Branch ticketing/permit strategy)
including a web camera linked to appropriate surveillance
websites.

9 Increase annual operational budgets to allow for

periodic dredging of the channel, removal of sand
build up on the boat ramp and to allow improved
maintenance of foreshore assets (i.e. jetties, pier etc).

10 Potential trial location for a seasonal jet ski launch ramp.
11 Improve litter management across the site, including

location of bins and frequency of collection during
peak periods. Consider installation of dog litter bag
dispensers along the foreshore.

12

Possible reclamation and stabilisation area associated
with long-term coastal processes. May present future
opportunities for additional vegetation and/or community
spaces.
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Relocate existing carnival site to an area of mown
grass defined by the proposed trees to provide greater
seperation from Nepean Highway, and stronger
connections with key pedestrian links and the bay.

13

Relocate access to three - phase power, water and
establish a sewer discharge point for temporary toilets
and/or event use.

14

Redesign foreshore car parking (1, 2 & 3) as identified on
this plan.

15

Alter the design and orientation of the recreation
precinct car park in order to increase space available for
community recreation (and increased buffer to sensitive
erosion zones along the foreshore).

16

Monitor levels of use and community satisfaction with
the recently installed Community Playground. Consider
opportunities to enhance integration with the coastal
setting.

17

Install additional park furniture (e.g. seating, tables,
drinking taps, BBQ facilities and shelter, bicycle parking
etc) to encourage community use of the foreshore.

18

Relocate or replace existing picnic shelter.

19

Improve shared path provision throughout the precinct
to enhance circulation, safety and functionality.

20

Improve landscaping and tree planting to increase the
amenity and appeal of the recreation zones.

21

22

Retain beach access

23

Yacht club
forecourt
24

Yacht club future
extension
22

21

Nepean Highway

Government Rd
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Scale 1:1000 (A3)

Proactively work with community volunteer groups
to maximise revegetation outcomes in defined zones,
including protection from campers and maintenance
contractors.
Improve pedestrian and bicycle circulation across the
site. Upgrade the existing shared trail including removal
of vehicle conflict points and construction of missing
path sections to limit undesirable access through
sensitive revegetation areas. Formalise and enhance car
parking capacity within the existing informal footprint.

23

Retain spatial capacity for possible future expansion
of the Yacht club boat storage area (subject to DSE
approval).

24

Establish a forecourt access and gathering area in front
of the Yacht Club building.
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8. Implementation
The following section provides an overview of the indicative capital costs to implement the Master
Plans and presents individual actions within an overall recommended implementation framework.
Individual projects will need to be considered as part of Council’s annual budget and capital works
deliberation process. Ultimately funding and timing of implementation will be subject to Council’s
financial capacity, competing demands, partnership opportunities and availability of external grants.

8.1

Staging and Prioritisation

The implementation framework is not intended to represent the level of importance of individual
actions rather, the framework is intended to provide Council and stakeholders with a guide to assist
staged implementation of all recommendations in an order which is likely to provide maximum
benefit to the community within realistic operational parameters.
Furthermore, certain actions may need to be implemented in a logical order to maximise economic
efficiencies and reserve usability. These factors have been considered in determining the
recommended order of implementation.
The prioritisation categories used are:
 Short Term – target implementation within 3-4 years from adoption of the report.
 Medium Term – implementation within 4-8 years.
 Long Term – implementation within 8+ years.
 Future Action – relates to recommendations that have no defined implementation period and
will be enacted as opportunities arise.
 Ongoing – relate to recommendations that should be addressed as part of ongoing operations.
The Master Plan should be reviewed annually by Council staff in order to identify key projects for
consideration in Council’s budget process, with a more formal review occurring every five years in
consultation with key stakeholders to ensure outstanding actions remain relevant and appropriate.

8.2

Indicative Costs

A summary of indicative implementation costs are provided below. Please note that the costs are
indicative only based on a combination of industry rates, past project experience and previous
similar construction projects. Specific quantities and volumes will be subject to detailed design and
hence a lower and upper range cost estimate has been made. The indicative implementation costs
are as follows:






©

Short Term
Medium Term
Long Term
Future Action
Total

=
=
=
=
=

$765,000 - $1,225,000
$665,000 - $1,035,000
$320,000 - $490,000
$To be determined.
$1,750,000 - $2,750,000
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The table below provides a detailed breakdown of the indicative costs and description for each of
the improvement initiatives identified in the Master Plan.
Ref

Rec.

#

#

1

1

Summary Description
Increase the capacity of the existing boat ramp by adding an

Priority

Indicative Cost Range
Lower

Upper

Short

$150k

$200k

Short

$100k

$150k

Short

$10k

$15k

Notes / Comment

additional lane, jetty and central divider.
2

2

Remodel the Boat Ramp car parking areas to improve
functionality and capacity in accordance with the attached
illustrated plans.

3

3

Establish a defined overflow parking area on the existing grass
surface along Nepean Highway.

30 car spaces, allowance
for 2 bollards per car
space ($200ea)

4

4

Demolish the central toilet block (in over flow parking area)

Short

$250k

$400k

and upgrade/replace the public toilets at the end of Dundas
Street in accordance with Council’s Toilet Strategy and subject
to funding.
5

5

Establish a new boat wash down and de-rigging facilities.

Short

$100k

$150k

6

6

Remodel pedestrian access and circulation in accordance with

Short

$80k

$120k

the attached plans

approx. 700 lin m path
(lin m per 2.5m wide rate $175)

7

10

Trial options for temporary (seasonal) PWC launching facility,

Short

$10k

$30k

Short

$10k

$50k

Short

$5k

$10k

Short

$50

$100k

separate from the main boat ramp.
8

12

Relocate the annual carnival to a more clearly defined event
space (refer to attached plans). As part of the removal of the
existing carpark, construct a free draining, flat area of mown
grass of a standard appropriate for regular events. This may
include an engineered soil profile and irrigation.

9

13

Relocate access to three-phase power, water and establish a
sewer discharge point for temporary toilets and/or event use.

10

16

Implement existing Council plans to upgrade the playground /
play space in the central foreshore area.

Sub Total: Short Term actions (i.e. implement within 3-5 years from adoption) = $765,000 - $1,225,000
11

7

Improve park furniture along the foreshore and boat ramp

Medium

$30k

$50k

Medium

$110k

$120k

Medium

$300k

$500k

3k per space (100 spaces)

Medium

$50k

$75k

shelter ($25k) seats ($2k)

area (including consistency in styles).
12

8

Improve signage (reinforce ‘shared swimming and boating

10 seats ($20k), 3 picnic
settings ($9k)

zone’ areas), remove the ticket machine and replace with
Council's proposed new cashless and ticketless parking system
for boat ramp sites (in accordance with Council's Customer
Service Branch ticketing/permit strategy) including a web
camera linked to appropriate surveillance websites.
13

14 &
15

Remodel the car parks servicing the community recreation
area.
Alter the design and orientation of car park #2 in order to
increase space available for community recreation (and
increased buffer to sensitive erosion zones along the
foreshore).

14

17

Install additional park furniture in the central recreation zone
(e.g. seating, tables, drinking taps, BBQ facilities and shelter,
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Ref

Rec.

#

#

Summary Description

Priority

Indicative Cost Range
Lower

Upper

Notes / Comment

bicycle parking etc) to encourage community use of the

drinking taps ($3k) BBQ

foreshore (including a BBQ facility to service the Lime Kiln

($10K) Bike rack ($500)

recreation area)
15

18

Review existing picnic shelters and public toilets, upgrade

Medium

$30k

$60k

Medium

$100

$150k

Medium

$15k

$30k

Medium

$30k

$50k

150 lin. M

Fencing and grass

and/or replace as required (ensuring a more consistent palette
of styles and designs).
16

19

Improve pedestrian and bicycle circulation across the central
recreation zone.

17

20

Improve landscaping and tree planting to increase the amenity
and appeal of the recreation zone (NB: ensure any landscaping
does not adversely impact on the capacity to accommodate
large events and community gatherings on the foreshore).

18

22

Establish a defined network of paths and trails (refer to
attached plans) in order to limit undesirable access through
sensitive revegetation areas.

Sub Total: Medium Term actions (i.e. implement within 5-8 years from adoption) = $665,000 - $1,035,000
19

23

Retain spatial capacity for possible future expansion of the

Long

$5k

$10k

Long

$15k

$30k

Long

$300k

$450k

Yacht Club boat storage area (subject to DSE approval).
20

24

21

14

Establish a forecourt access and gathering area in front of the
Yacht Club building.
Formalise the car park area servicing the Yacht Club zone.

Approximately 100
spaces

Sub Total: Long Term actions (i.e. implement within 8+ years from adoption) = $320,000 - $490,000
22

25

Implement the recommendations outlined in the Rye

Future

Foreshore Landscape Plan (2008) in relation to recreational

action

To be determined.

prioritisation outlined in

camping and revegetation.
23

26

the 2008 Landscape Plan.

Review the existing layout of camp sites and facilities in order

Future

Within existing

to explore opportunities for rationalisation and/or improved

action

operational resources.

spatial efficiencies, including opportunities for additional
revegetation and improved access road/path configurations.
24

21

Proactively work with community volunteer groups to

Ongoing

maximise revegetation outcomes in defined zones, including

Within existing
operational resources.

protection from campers and maintenance contractors.
25

27

Ensure camping areas do not encroach into other use-

Ongoing

precincts along the Rye foreshore.
26

9

Increase annual operational budgets to allow for periodic

Within existing
operational resources.

Ongoing

To be determined.

Ongoing

To be determined.

dredging of the channel, removal of sand build up on the boat
ramp and to allow improved maintenance of foreshore assets
(i.e. jetties, pier etc).
27

11

Improve litter management across the site, including location
of bins and frequency of collection during peak periods.
Consider installation of dog litter bag dispensers along the
foreshore.

Sub Total: Future Actions and Ongoing actions = $To be determined.

Total all actions = $1,750,000 - $2,750,000
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8.2.1 Exclusions and Assumptions
The following exclusions and assumptions have been made in determining the indicative cost
information:
The indicative costs are provided for budget guidance purposes only, the cost of individual projects
may vary significantly depending on the construction method used, materials, site conditions,
engineering requirements and final designs.
a) Prices do not include GST.
b) Unless otherwise noted, no allowance has been made for detailed design fees or professional
services. Such services may be required for individual projects and should be considered on a
case by case basis. Professional design fees could add a further 10% to the total cost of
individual projects.
c) No allowance has been made for project implementation contingencies, again this should be
considered on a case by case basis, however may add an additional 10-15% to the total cost of
individual projects.
d) No allowance has been made for volunteer labour or in-kind support.
e) No allowance has been made for the use of second hand or recycled materials.
f) Prices quoted are based on current rates, no allowance has been made for cost escalations
associated with time delays, however an allowance of approximately 4% per annum from
January 2013 should be considered for each individual project depending on implementation
date.
8.2.2 Maintenance Costs
Consideration will need to be given to ongoing operational costs as the result of new infrastructure
provision. As a guide, an annual maintenance allowance equivalent to approximately 3% of the
building construction budget should be considered for future maintenance requirements.
Furthermore, landscape improvements and infrastructure additions to the precinct as a whole will
also lead to increased community use and operational maintenance. Council’s operational budgets
will need to be reviewed in order to reflect requirements for increased service levels.
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9. Conclusion
The Rye Boating Precinct Plan has been developed to guide the future development and
improvement of the precinct in order to more effectively address the contemporary needs of
existing users, whist supporting and enhancing opportunities for broad community use and
enjoyment.
The plan addresses the core objectives for the project, in particular enhancing the capacity and
functionality of the boating precinct in order to cater for current and future needs of the community.
The plan also responds to community and stakeholder feedback, including a strong desire to
improve facilities, landscaping and enhance the general amenity, functionality and appeal of the
precinct.
Progressive implementation of the Master Plan will help reinforce the overall importance of the site,
including its role as a regional boat launching facility.
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Contact us:
Jayson Moran
jm@insightleisureplanning.com.au
0413 475 998

Melbourne
Suite 129/199 Toorak Road
South Yarra
VIC 3141

www.insightleisureplanning.com.au
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