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CHAPTER 4   SIGNIFICANCE 

4.1 Introduction 
�e Study brief requires an analysis of significan ce that will establish, in detail, which heritage 
values are of local significance and which values are of State significance. On this basis, it 
requires the existing Heritage Victoria statement of significance to be reviewed, as appropriate, 
to clearly identify these differences. 

�e brief also requires a review and analysis of comparative places, including a review of the 
comparative examples provided in the Victorian Heritage Register nomination file for the 
Ranelagh Estate.  

Cultural significance 
�e Burra Charter defines ‘cultural significance’ as: 

aesthetic, historic, scientific, social or spiritual value for past, present or future generations 

�e Burra Charter further clarifies that: 

Cultural significance is embodied in the place itself, its fabric, setting, use, associations, 
meanings, records, related places and related objects. Places may have a range of values for 
different individual or groups 

�is section therefore includes: 

• A discussion using the four heritage value categories established by the Burra Charter 

• A comparative analysis that examines other similar subdivisions in Victoria and Australia 
including Griffin-designed estates and ‘country club’ estates 

• An assessment using the Register of the National Estate criteria 

On this basis it provides a statement of cultural heritage significance for Ranelagh. 

To provide a firm foundation for policy, this section concludes with a discussion of the aspects 
of the significance of Ranelagh in relation to the existing Heritage Victoria statement of 
significance. 

4.2 Existing heritage listings 

4.2.1   Introduction 
In May 2005, Ranelagh was listed on the Victorian Heritage Register and earlier, in 1997, 
classified by the National Trust of Australia (Victoria). It is listed as an ‘indicative place’ on the 
Australian Heritage Database. Citations for each of these listings provide a statement of 
cultural heritage significance for the Ranelagh Estate. Some elements within the Estate are also 
protected by the Heritage Overlay of the Mornington Peninsula Shire Planning Scheme. 

4.2.2   Victorian Heritage Register 
Ranelagh Estate, Mount Eliza, Mornington Peninsula Shire is listed on the Victorian Heritage 
Register, VHR Number H1605. Diagram 1605 shows the area listed in plan (L1), as including 
12 of the original 13 reserves (Lot N, having been sold for private development, is not 
included), the road reserves and verges on either side, and the traffic islands. Key values 
identified include: 
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• aesthetic and historic signi�cance  - as a largly intact example of garden suburb planning 
by the above �gures, retaining features that provide evidence of the Gri�ns’ garden suburb 
ideals and principles. 

• aesthetic signi�cance - for the rare avenue planting of Tuart trees and Monterey Cypress on 
Wimbledon Avenue, other mature Tuart trees on Rosserdale Crescent (south side), and the 
mature exotic trees on the Rannoch Avenue tra�c island. 

• historic signi�cance - for the estate’s role in the history of town planning and the garden 
suburb movement in Victoria. 

• rarity - relative to other Gri�n-planned estates in Victoria, a fully realised Gri�n-designed 
estate, remaining more intact. 

• representative value - relative to other similar places in Victoria, as a more developed 
example of the Gri�n’s garden suburb ideals.  

4.2.3   National Trust of Australia (Victoria) 
In 1997, the National Trust of Australia (Victoria) recognised the signi�cance of the Ranelagh 
Estate by including it on their register (File No: G13010). �e extent of the registration covers 
areas in both public and private ownership that are associated with the original subdivision 
plan of 1924.  

�e National Trust’s statement of signi�cance for the place distinguishes between aspects of 
the place of national, state and regional cultural heritage signi�cance. Key values identi�ed are 
as follows: 

National signi�cance 

• As an outstanding and intact examples of Gri�n’s town planning, still clearly legible on the 
ground through the road layout, the character of the allotments and reserves, and 
relationship of the plan to the topography 

State signi�cance 

• For the estate’s ability to demonstrate the features of an interwar country club estate, 
through its notable residences, associations with notable purchasers, and retention and 
continuity of use of recreational elements;  

• For its notable residences and gardens;  

• For the original plan’s design qualities which have a strong bearing on the visual qualities of 
the estate today;  

• For the 1873 preservation of the foreshore reserve (activity pre-dating and bene�ting 
Ranelagh Estate);  

• For the ability to demonstrate the interwar metropolitan expansion of Melbourne 

• For associations with Saxil Tuxen, surveyor, and developer John Taylor, both linked to 
other Melbourne estates and Taylor to Edna Walling’s Bickleigh Vale.   

Regional signi�cance 

 
  

historical signi�cance - for the estate’s associations with Walter Burley Gri�n and Marion
Mahony Gri�n - leading �gures in twentieth century architectural and planning history -
and Saxil Tuxen who was an important town planning �gure in Melbourne.

•
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• For retention of early residences and remnant landscaping that relate to earlier settlement 
and pre-settlements, i.e. pre-dating creation of the Ranelagh Estate; and  

• For the early street plantings, such as the Monterey Cypress in Wimbledon Avenue. 

4.2.4   Shire of Mornington Heritage Study 1994 
The Shire of Mornington Heritage Study was prepared by Graeme Butler & Associates, with 
the Thematic Environmental History prepared by Jill Barnard in 1994. A citation for Ranelagh 
Estate is included in the section ‘Significant Sites and Areas’ (pages 297-9). Key values 
identified as being of State significance are: 

• The design of noted architect Walter Burley Griffin 

• Retention of the features that distinguish Griffin’s estates from others planned in the 
interwar period  

• Retention of features, including communal facilities, social and sporting venues that 
embody garden city ideals espoused by Griffin and others internationally 

• Relative importance as a near self-contained garden suburb, not realised in other 
comparable Griffin-designed estates of Mt Eagle and Glenard Estates 

• The estate layout and reserves which survive largely intact. 

The 1994 Butler Study also assessed the following 9 places within Ranelagh to be of individual 
significance to the Mornington Peninsula: 

• Nithsdale (house and garden), 30-34 Rannoch Avenue  

• The Ship (house and garden), 35 Rannoch Avenue 

• House and garden, 29 Rendlesham Avenue. This is the Ramsay house designed by Roy 
Grounds 

• Hadlow, 35 Rendlesham Avenue 

• House, 21 Rosserdale Crescent 

• Ranelagh House (Nyora), 29-35 Rosserdale Crescent 

• Tal Tal, 51 Rosserdale Crescent 

• Nyora, 57 Rosserdale Crescent 

• Infant Welfare Centre (Mt Eliza Pre-School), 95-97 Wimbledon Avenue  

4.2.5   Register of the National Estate 
Ranelagh is listed as an ‘indicative place’ of State significance on the Register of the National 
Estate (RNE Place Id: 103168). The RNE Statement of Significance for Ranelagh Estate is as 
follows: 

The Ranelagh estate is of State significance as the design of the noted architect and planner, 
Walter Burley Griffin, with all of the elements which made his estates distinctive among others 
planned in Australia at that time. These include the curvilinear streets which followed the 
contours of the land, affording views of one house over the other; the private parks which 
embodied the idealised garden city philosophy espoused by Griffin and others internationally; and 
the communal facilities which included both social and sporting venues. The last aspect 
distinguishes the estate from Griffin’s previous Mt Eagle and Glenard Estates where the complete 
concept of a miniature, near self-contained garden city was never realised.  
The estate layout and private parks survive, near complete. 
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Other places within Ranelagh Estate listed individually in the RNE include: 

• Ranelagh House & Garden, 29 Rendlesham Avenue, Mount Eliza, Victoria. Place Id: 
103174. Status: Indicative place 

• Ranelagh Club Guest House Dormitory (former) & Garden, 21 Rosserdale Crescent, 
Mount Eliza, Victoria. Place Id: 103177. Status: Indicative place 

• Ranelagh House, 27-35 Rosserdale Crescent, Mount Eliza, Victoria. Place Id: 103178. 
Status: Indicative place. 

4.2.6   Mornington Peninsula Planning Scheme Heritage Overlay 
�e parts of Ranelagh included within the VHR ex tent of registration should also be included 
in the Schedule to the Heritage Overlay (HO) and shown on the relevant HO maps as a single 
place in the Mornington Peninsula Planning Scheme exactly in accordance with the VHR 
description and extent of registration. However, at present the HO Schedule and maps: 

• List and describe HO213 as the ‘Ranelagh Estate Private Park – now John Butler Reserve, 
Ranelagh Drive, Mount Eliza’. No reference is made to the VHR listing in the 
appropriate column in the schedule. In addition HO213 includes the area within Lots 559-
652 of LP10717, which is outside the VHR extent of registration 

• List and show some of the other reserves as HO131 which is described as ‘Ranelagh Estate 
Reserves including Lots A, B, (part), D, E, and M, Ranelagh Estate, Mount Eliza’. No 
reference is made is to the VHR listing in the appropriate column in the schedule. In 
addition, the polygons for Lots E and M do not cover the pedestrian access pathways into 
these internal reserves and the whole of Lot B appears to be included in HO131 on the 
map, making it unclear what the distinction ‘part’ in the Schedule description might refer 
to.

• Do not include any of the other road reserves and other public land included in the VHR 
registration.

�is is discussed further in section 5.4. 

�e following 7 individual places are included in the HO: 

• HO215 - Nithsdale (house and garden), 30-34 Rannoch Avenue (External paint and tree 
colours apply) 

• HO216 – �e Ship (house and garden),  35 Rannoch Avenue (VHR place) 

• HO217 – Ranelagh (house and garden), 29 Rendlesham Avenue  (External paint and tree 
colours apply). (VHR place) 

• HO221 – House, 21 Rosserdale Crescent (External paint and tree colours apply) 

• HO222 – Ranelagh House (Nyora), 29-35 Rosserdale Crescent (External paint and tree 
colours apply) 

• HO223 – Tal Tal, 51 Rosserdale Crescent (External paint and tree colours apply) 

• HO214 – Infant Welfare Centre (Mt Eliza Pre-School), 95-97 Wimbledon Avenue 
(External paint and tree colours apply) 

Note: Despite being assessed as being of significance to the Mornington Peninsula by the 1994 
Butler Study ‘Hadlow’ (35 Rendlesham Avenue) and ‘Nyora’ (57 Rosserdale Crescent) are not 
currently included in the HO. 
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Other registers 
Ranelagh Estate, whole or part, is not included on the RAIA Victorian Chapter’s register of 
20th century architecture.123  

4.3 Discussion of heritage values 
This section provides a brief discussion of the cultural heritage values associated with Ranelagh 
in the context of the historic themes identified in Chapter 2. The relationship between each 
historic theme and cultural heritage values is shown in Table 4.1. 

Table 4.1 – Historic themes and heritage values 

Theme Cultural heritage value 

 Historic Aesthetic Scientific Social/Spiritual 

Traces of Aboriginal connections Yes - Yes Yes 

A natural landscape setting Yes Yes Yes Yes 

A settled landscape with layers of 
history 

Yes - Yes - 

A place of leisure - miniature seaside 
garden suburb 

Yes - - Yes 

A place with strong links to early 20th 
century town planning ideals and 
Modernism 

Yes Yes - - 

A place enriched by community 
connections - an ideal community 

Yes - - Yes 

A place of environmentalism and 
community activism 

Yes - - Yes 

 

Traces of Aboriginal connections 
The Ranelagh Estate is situated on land that has traditional associations with the Boonwurrung 
people of the Koolin group, or nation.  

Tangible heritage elements of the place with historic, social and scientific  values associated 
with this theme include midden material on the bluff above Port Phillip Bay, within the 
foreshore coastal reserve. 

There may also be other tangible or intangible elements within the estate, such as sites, 
landscapes, trees, archaeological deposits that contribute this theme of Aboriginal connections.  

A natural landscape setting 
The natural environment played an integral role in the Griffin’s - and Garden Suburb - ideals 
for the creation of a model community, with the natural environment playing a central role in 
‘the reshaping of a society, producing citizens healthier in mind and body’124. 

The natural landscape setting continues to have a bearing on the visual and environmental 
qualities of the estate today. This is demonstrated by tangible features such as the layout and 
orientation of streets and reserves as well as intangible heritage elements such as 

                                                      

123 Checked online, http://www.architecture.com.au/i-cms?page=1.18.3148.3509.5636.4048, 4 
March 2008. 
124 Nichols, D., (2004). ‘Ranelagh Estate’, submission prepared by Dr David Nichols to support 
nomination of the estate to the Victorian Heritage Register, p. 4. 
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• aspect  

• the land/water relationship between Ranelagh Estate and Port Phillip Bay 

• the land/water relationship between Ranelagh Estate and Earimil Creek 

• remnant vegetation 

• fauna species and habitat. 

A settled landscape with layers of history 
The Ranelagh Estate provides evidence of two distinct phases of ‘settling’ the landscape: 

• the first relates to historical activity that pre-date the Ranelagh Estate - such as pastoral 
licences, pre-emptive land rights from 1847, its use as the summer residence and farm of 
John Thomas Smith, and after whom the J.T. Smith Reserve is named.  

• the second phase relates to the period of the development of the Ranelagh Estate from 
lodgement of the subdivision plan in 1924. This phase of development is linked to several 
other significant themes for the Estate as noted in this section. 

Together these layers create a rich pattern of settlement across the landscape of the estate.  

Tangible heritage elements associated with this theme that have historic and scientific values 
include: 

• Ranelagh House (former Nyora) and grounds (HO222) 

• early pastoral era plantings 

• early development on Ranelagh Estate 

• evidence of early beautification of the estate, recreating the character of a natural landscape 
from a farming landscape with pockets of natural vegetation 

• the inter-war and immediate post-war holiday resort houses and gardens, some designed by 
noted Melbourne architects such as Percy Meldrum 

• evidence of Melbourne’s post war expansion, demonstrated by development post-1950s 
associated with shift to a residential estate - including houses, commercial and community 
facilities developed in response to this shift, from the 1950s and 60s 

• evidence of development in the 1970s - sealed roads, Council planting programs on Lot G 
and elsewhere on the estate. 

A place of leisure 
The elements associated with this theme have social and historic values for the strong and 
continuing role of the Ranelagh Estate as a place of leisure, which reflects the Griffins’ social 
ideals about the benefits of healthy living, and the role of the natural environment in 
engineering the ideal community.  

Tangible heritage elements of the place include: 

• the Ranelagh Club, and associated records 

• notable residences by prominent 20th century architects built as beach houses 

• recreational elements—including the reserves, beach (shore and water for swimming), places 
for active and passive recreation (open space system), walking paths, playgrounds, 
community facilities, remnant bushland, etc 

Intangible heritage elements of the place include: 

• associations with notable residents 
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A place with strong links to early 20th century town planning ideals and Modernism 
The Griffins were highly important figures in twentieth century architectural history. Saxil 
Tuxen was an important and influential town planning figure in Melbourne during the inter-
war period. His subdivision designs also reflected the influence of garden-city planning. 

The estate design at Ranelagh, which remains essentially intact today was far ahead of its time 
and remains a fine example of garden suburb planning and design. 

The qualities of the estate and the associations with the Griffins soon attracted the attention of 
several of Victoria’s (and Australia’s) most important and influential modernist architects. It is 
said that the estate provided an inspiration for creativity and innovation and a number of 
important early modernist homes by architects such as Roy Grounds and Robyn Boyd were 
constructed during the inter-war period and into the 1950s.  

Tangible elements with aesthetic and historic values that are associated with this theme include: 

• sub division pattern and layout of reserves and open space, which responds to the natural 
landform and creates vistas within to outside the estate. 

• street plantings and reserves, traffic islands, reflecting Garden Suburb planning principles 

• examples of modest houses at low density in garden and bushland setting 

• houses by notable Modernist architects including Desbrowe-Annear, Grounds, Boyd, 
Romberg and Fooks. 

A place enriched by community connections 
The Griffin concept for the Ranelagh Estate was for a place where communities come together 
physically and socially in ‘commercial, social and recreational venues’  

The communal philosophy of the Griffins had been expressed in earlier estates at Mount Eagle 
(1914) and Glenard (1915), however, it was to be more fully developed at Ranelagh in the 
manner of a seaside country club. For initial land purchasers, membership to the Ranelagh 
Club - a recreation club by the bay and with beach access (Lot B) - was automatic. The 
Ranelagh Club was the custodian of the reserves and parks within the estate. 

This is perhaps the earliest example of a country club estate in Victoria and is the most fully 
developed example of the Griffin’s garden suburb ideals in Victoria. 

Elements associated with this theme that have social and historic values are: 

• the Ranelagh Club  

• Mount Eliza Village shops (commercial centre) 

• pedestrian walkways and interconnecting pathways of open space system 

• reserves and community recreation facilities 

• 1955 Mount Eliza Pre-school and 1965 extension, adjoining Lot G (John H. Butler 
Reserve) 

• Ranelagh Residents’ Association (formed 1950s) and other local environmental and friends 
groups 

A place of environmentalism and community activism 
This theme relates to the long-standing role of the community in protecting the values of the 
estate and advancing the environmental ideals of the Griffins. 

Activities which demonstrate this theme include the 1873 protection of 99 feet of foreshore 
reserve, which predates the estate, the active role of the Ranelagh Resident’s Association in 
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planning issues since its formation and environmental activities such as revegetation works by 
Friends of the Earimil Creek reserve. 

Ranelagh has a strong sense of place, (comparable to Castlecrag, in Sydney), and residents have 
a strong and continuing connection to the estate. This has not survived in other Griffin estates 
(other than Castlecrag and the Eaglemont Estates in Victoria). 

Elements associated with this theme that have social and historic values are: 

• Local character, contribution to sense of place and community identity – the estate as a 
whole, of particular reserves 

• Legacy of community agitation and activism, many local groups  

• The role of the community in ensuring good planning processes in the development of the 
estate 

• the integral role of the community in developing the estate from the framework and ideals 
of the Griffins. 

4.4 Comparative analysis 
This section compares Ranelagh Estate as a place to similar housing estates conceived and 
realised in Australia by Walter Burley Griffin, Marion Mahony Griffin, Saxil Tuxen and others 
who espoused the ideals and principles of Garden Suburb planning. 

4.4.1   Griffin designed estates 
This section provides a comparison of Ranelagh with other similar Griffin-designed residential 
subdivisions. It does not include larger town places such as Canberra, Leeton and Griffith.  

As a substantially realised town planning concept based on Garden Suburb principles, 
Ranelagh Estate is relatively rare in Australia and compares with the Castlecrag and Haven 
estates in Sydney and the following three estates in Victoria: 

• Mount Eagle (Summit) and Glenard estates, Eaglemont 

• Croydon Hills (Garden Suburb) Estate, Croydon 

• City View and Milleara estates, Avondale Heights 

A summary history and description of each estate is provided in Table 4.2. 

New South Wales 
The creation of the Castlecrag and Haven Estate was a major achievement of Walter and 
Marion Griffin. According to Meredith Walker, ‘ it was outstanding among their projects 
because they were involved with every aspect: buying the land, designing the subdivision, 
promoting and selling land, designing and building houses and conserving and rehabilitating 
the natural landscape, and – most of all – in creating the community’.125 

As planned the Castlecrag estate had 400 lots (though final lots numbered 337) and the Haven 
estate included 100, and these were narrower and smaller than the lots in Griffin’s Eaglemont 
Estate in Melbourne. The high number of lots per acre compared with conventional designs 
was a remarkable achievement, though considering the steep rocky terrain, and the present-day 
demands for larger houses, this has created some pressures on the retention of native vegetation 
and tree canopy. 

Walker argues that the Castlecrag and Haven estates are outstanding compared with 
contemporary estates for a combination of features including: the curvilinear roads following 

                                                      

125 Walker 1994. 
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the terrain; the narrow road pavement, often cut into stone; the retention of significant natural 
features as open space and native vegetation; and the creation of allotments with views. These 
features were all a conscious part of the design and occurred in greater density than other 
residential areas. These estates also had demonstration houses and covenants to express their 
high quality aspirations, covering design and siting, materials to be used, retention of views and 
natural landscape. Covenants used at Ranelagh, for example, were more limited in scope. The 
retention of islands of stone and bush within the road pavement was a development of the 
garden suburb practice of creating small open spaces in unused parts of the road reserve and 
such areas were a feature of other Griffin estates including Ranelagh and Eaglemont.126 

Victoria 
In Victoria, Ranelagh Estate compares directly with the earlier Mount Eagle (c.1914) and 
Glenard (c.1915) subdivisions at Eaglemont near Heidelberg. These were the earliest garden 
suburb subdivisions by the Griffins in Australia, predating Castlecrag (1924) and Ranelagh 
(1925) by some years. With Ranelagh, both Eaglemont estates are referred to by Nichols as 
being one of the ‘two more significant schemes’, in terms of ‘residential subdivisions’ and 
‘varying degrees of intactness’ in Victoria.127 By comparison the City View and Milleara estates 
at Avondale Heights were only partly realised. 

Both the Mount Eagle and Glenard estates are much smaller than Ranelagh Estate, and the 
garden suburb ideals and philosophy were not as fully developed. Like Ranelagh, each estate 
features internal reserves and curvilinear streets responding to the contours of the topography 
and planning included conserving mature trees by creating communal parkland at the rear of 
the allotments. The Summit and Glenard Estates therefore provide similar illustration of to the 
Griffins’ social ideals, the benefits of healthy living, and the role of natural environment in 
creating the ideal community. 

Table 4.2 – Griffin-designed garden suburb estates in Australia
128

 

Name of place Date  Summary history and description 

*Castlecrag and 
Haven Estates 

1924 Included house designs by Griffin, many of which were constructed 
and remain extant. 

One of only two of the Griffin-designed estates created with 
infrastructure designed to foster a particular kind of community spirit. 
The other being Ranelagh Estate. 

Has similar links to the Griffins’ social ideals, the benefits of healthy 
living, and the role of natural environment in creating the ideal 
community. 

Includes the curvilinear streets which followed the contours of the 
land; the internal reserves which embodied the idealised garden 
suburb philosophy espoused by Griffin and others internationally 

Strongly themed street names. 

One of three most intact examples of the Griffins’ designs for 
residential subdivisions. The Eaglemont estates and Ranelagh being 
the other examples. 

*Mount Eagle 
(Summit) Estate, 

1914 This estate is an early expression of the Griffin’s garden suburb 
planning ideals and principles. The layout (comprising 143 lots in 
1914) took account of the site and its native vegetation as well as 

                                                      

126 Walker, 1994, pp. 68-71. 
127 Heritage Victoria nomination report for Ranelagh Estate Mount Eliza, Attachment 1, March 
2004 
128 Turnbull, Jeff, and Peter Y. Navaretti (eds), The Griffins in Australia and India: the complete works and projects of 
Walter Burley Griffin and Marion Mahony Griffin, Miegunyah Press, Melbourne, 1998. 
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Name of place Date  Summary history and description 

Eaglemont existing exotic plantings dating from the 1860s. The curvilinear streets 
followed the contours of the site, so that views were obtained from 
each allotment, and internal reserves (that did not take up street 
frontages but instead used land made spare by the irregular plan) for 
safe community use. The original street layouts and the reserves were 
protected by covenants. 

Unlike some of the later estates, no formal community facilities such 
as clubhouses were provided. 

One of three most intact examples of the Griffins’ designs for 
residential subdivisions. Castlecrag and Ranelagh being the other 
examples. 

*Glenard Estate, 
Eaglemont 

1915  Like Mount Eagle, this estate is an early expression of the Griffin’s 
garden suburb planning ideals and principles. The layout (comprising 
120 lots in 1915, which were sold at auction on 3 June 1916) took 
account of the site and its native vegetation as well as existing exotic 
plantings dating from the 1860s. The curvilinear streets followed the 
contours of the site, so that views were obtained from each allotment, 
and internal reserves (that did not take up street frontages but instead 
used land made spare by the irregular plan) for safe community use. 
The original street layouts and the reserves were protected by 
covenants. 

Unlike some of the later estates, no formal community facilities such 
as clubhouses were provided. 

The Glenard Estate contains at least one house, Pholiota, which was 
designed by the Griffins and used as their own residence from the 
time of its construction in 1920 until 1925. 

One of three most intact examples of the Griffins’ designs for 
residential subdivisions. Castlecrag and Ranelagh being the other 
examples. 

*Croydon Hills 
(Garden Suburb) 
Estate, Victoria 

May 
1921 

Only the first stage was laid out to Griffin’s design. It was planned 
around a proposed commercial hub with railway station, both of 
which were never realised. No communal facilities were included. 

*Towler 
Subdivision at 
Noojee, Victoria 

1926 This is an unrealised land subdivision. Griffin was commissioned to 
design residential allotments for holiday cottages. Picturesque riverside 
site, planned adjacent to existing township of Noojee. Significant 
geographical features were to be preserved within the estate. 

*City View & 
Milleara Estate, 
Avondale Heights  

c.1927 The Griffin design for this Estate was not fully realised (only 2 of 3 
estates were laid out) and is less intact (some areas have been recently 
subdivided). It includes internal reserves at the rear of private 
allotments and some communal facilities which included both social 
and sporting venues, however, it has a far less curvilinear street layout, 
undoubtedly associated with the more level site. It includes internal 
reserves at the rear of private allotments. The central commercial area 
has been lost to re-subdivision. 

*Comparative examples taken from The Griffins in Australia & India (1998) 

4.4.2   Country Club estates 
As an inter-war estate conceived originally as a place for recreation and leisure, based on 
country club estate models in America, Ranelagh is directly comparable to two other estates in 
Victoria: 

• Park Orchards 
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• Emerald Country Club and Golf Course 

Although not designed by Walter Burley Griffin, Griffin was a motivating influence for the 
idealisation of urban environment seen at Beaumaris.129. Saxil Tuxen is known to have designed 
the layout at Park Orchards. All three are associated with interwar planning precedents - a 
planned environment which laid the foundations and provided the impetus for communities 
‘to use planning practice to improve their lot’.130 Table 4.3 provides a summary history and 
description of each estate. 

On this basis the following comments are made: 

• At Park Orchards, like Ranelagh, sales were interrupted by the Second World War, taking 
off again in the 1950s. With rising car ownership, the growth of the estates shifted from the 
Country Club focus to a residential suburb. 

• Emerald retains its golf club whereas the golf course at Ranelagh was sold and is now the 
site of The Peninsula School. 

Table 4.3  Country club estates in Victoria 

Name Date Comments 

+Park 
Orchards 

c.1925-30 Subdivided and developed from 1925 by Sharp and Taylor who also 
developed Ranelagh and using Saxil Tuxen to design the layout. At Park 
Orchards they launched a similar ‘Country Club’ subdivision concept. 
The land was subdivided into half acre blocks, and purchasers would 
become members of the ‘country club’. A ‘chalet-style’ country 
clubhouse was constructed c.1928 and a golf course in 1931. Gates were 
put at the entrance way and covenants placed on the land to ensure the 
development remained residential. 

The use of curved roads was favoured as part of the ‘garden suburb’ 
concept, although Tuxen was known to prefer ‘a series of properly 
arranged short straight lines’.  

The estate failed to attract buyers during the Depression of the 1930s. 
By 1950 the area had only 25 families, and it was not until the late 
1950s that the land started to be developed. 

Today, the Chalet (which has been converted to a restaurant), some 
early plantings, and the subdivision layout survive. The majority houses 
in the estate appear to date from the post-war era. 

+Emerald 
Country 
Club Estate 

c.1920s 
and 1931 

Originally promoted as picturesque holiday spot and subdivided in the 
1920s, in association with the Emerald Country Club. A subdivision 
plan was lodged in 1931, with roads following the contours and themed 
street names taking exotic tree names, elm, poplar, sycamore - reflecting 
association with the Nobelius property and nursery at Emerald, on part 
of which the estate was located.131  

Golf club survives. 

 

                                                      

129 See article prepared by Dr David Nichols, ‘Post-war suburban “reconstruction” and the democratised 
“frontier” in the civic and recreational buildings of Beaumaris and Park Orchards’ for Australian Planner in 
c.2007. 
130 Dr David Nichols, pers. comm., February 2008; Freestone 2007. 
131 Context Pty Ltd (2007). Cardinia Heritage Study Review, vol. 2, 2007, p. 38 
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4.5 Analysis of significance against criteria 

Historic 

RNE Criterion A.2 
Importance in maintaining existing processes or natural systems at the regional scale. 

Ranelagh Estate is considered to meet criterion A.2 at a regional level on the basis of the faunal 
species occurring within the Earimil Creek environs.132 The vegetation species within the 
environs of the creek also contain important habitat for the identified fauna species. Seven 
vegetation species within the Earimil Creek section of Lot B are identified as having regional 
significance for biodiversity.133  

The group of Tuart trees at 48 Wimbledon Av. are identified as significant for their habitat 
value (Arborplan Tree number: R001546). 

Ranelagh Estate is considered to meet criterion A.2 for the remnant vegetation throughout the 
estate, predominantly along Earimil Creek (Lots C, J, K, L and part of Lot B), but also at: 

• 212 Mount Eliza Way -Swamp Gum (Eucalyptus ovata) (Arborplan Tree number: 
P008169); Black Wattle (Acacia mearnsii) (Arborplan Tree number: P006295); Drooping 
Sheoak (Allocasuarina verticillata) (Arborplan Tree number: P008177 & P008175) 

• 72 Canadian Bay Road - Coastal Manna Gum (Eucalyptus pryoriana) (Arborplan Tree 
number: R001323)  

• Canadian Bay Road - Forest Manna Gum (Eucalyptus viminalis) (Arborplan Tree number: 
P001614) 

• Canadian Bay Road - Eucalypt (Eucalyptus sp.) (Arborplan Tree number: P009350) 

• 40 Rosserdale Crescent - Banksia integrifolia (Arborplan Tree number: R001711) 

• 2 Rugby Court - Eucalypt (Eucalyptus sp.) (Arborplan Tree number: R000844) 

• 80 Wimborne Avenue - Coastal Manna Gum (Eucalyptus pryoriana) (Arborplan Tree 
number: St000559) 

Any additional remnant trees identified by Council’s arborist in future should be added to this 
list. 

The lower 400 metres of the Earimil Creek valley is a documented site of regional 
geomorphological significance.134 For these reasons, Earimil Creek, including the Earimil Creek 
sections of Lot B and the lower 400 metres of the Earimil Creek valley, could be considered to 
potentially meet this criterion. 

RNE Criterion A.4 
Importance for association with events, developments or cultural phases which have had a significant 
role in the human occupation and evolution of the nation, State, region or community. 

At a state level, Ranelagh Estate is considered to meet criterion A.4 for the following reasons: 

• as a substantially intact example of garden suburb planning by internationally renowned 
architects Walter Burley Griffin in association with Marion Mahony Griffin, leading figures 
in twentieth century architectural history, and Saxil Tuxen, an established surveyor, planner 
and founding member of the Victorian Town Planning Association 

                                                      

132 Legg 2003: 45. 
133 Yugovic 2001: 1. 
134 Rosengren 1988 
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• as an important example of garden suburb planning and the development of town planning 
in Victoria. With other examples of ‘garden suburb’ styled planning in Australia, Ranelagh 
Estate has importance for its contribution to the development of town planning and the 
garden suburb movement in Victoria. The garden suburb legacy has had an enduring effect 
on town planning in Australia and many of its concepts are now an accepted part of 
contemporary town planning practice. The debate that ensued around planning ideas and 
social goals also led to pressures for greater discussion of planning issues and controls over 
subdivision and building at the local government level  

• for its associations with an important phase of modernist design in Melbourne, influential 
in the evolution of the modernist movement. A number of houses designed by leading 
twentieth century Melbourne architects remain as evidence of this value. 

At the local level, Ranelagh Estate is considered to meet criterion A.4 for its associations with 
the first settlers in the region, Alexander Balcombe and the Hunter brothers from the 1840s 
under pastoral licence and later owners (from 1847), and later politician John Thomas Smith, 
from 1855, who established a small farm and summer residence ‘Nyora’. Ranelagh Estate is 
also important historically for the evidence it provides of: 

• the past occupation of the area and way of life of the Tal Tal clan of the Bunurong group, 
including the middens along the foreshore cliff tops in Lot A 

• earlier settlement phases, demonstrated by Nyora, Ranelagh House, plantings from pastoral 
period associated with Nyora (Pinus radiata at 57 and 59 Rosserdale Cr., part of Lot A), 
and the bricks remaining from the original ‘Nyora’ cottage (within the J.T. Smith Reserve). 

RNE Criterion B.2 
Importance in demonstrating a distinct way of life, land use, function or design no longer practised, 
in danger of being lost, or of exceptional interest. 

Ranelagh Estate is considered to meet criterion B.2 at a state level, as a rare example of a 
substantially realised Griffin estate, with its subdivision pattern, commercial, social and 
recreational venues, reserves and active community surviving largely intact. 

Of the numerous and diverse works by the Griffins, the significant suburban subdivisions were 
the Glenard Estate in 1914, the Summit (Mount Eagle) Estate in 1915, the Blue Hill Estate at 
Croydon in 1921, the Castlecrag estate in 1921, the Ranelagh Estate in 1924 and the Milleara 
estates 1926-9. All of these estates, designed for various private entrepreneurs, were at least 
partially completed. Of the six estates, Ranelagh and Castlecrag are the only two created with 
infrastructure designed to foster a particular kind of community spirit – in Ranelagh’s case, the 
country club environment. Ranelagh is the Griffin’s only known design dedicated to holiday 
homes. It is also, in Nichols view, one of their most visually arresting designs and (together 
with the better known Castlecrag and the Eaglemont estates) the most intact. 

RNE Criterion D.2 
Importance in demonstrating the principal characteristics of the range of human activities in the 
Australian environment (including way of life, custom, process, land-use, function, design or 
technique) 

Ranelagh Estate is considered to meet criterion D.2 at both state and local levels.  

At the state level Ranelagh Estate has important representative value as a well developed 
example of the Griffins’ ideals using garden suburb principles, and embodied by the vibrant 
and active community, commercial centre, social and recreational venues and public open 
space system. 

At the local level, Ranelagh Estate is significant as a representative example of an American 
‘country club’ estate model, a design concept adapted for Ranelagh by Sequoia Pty Ltd and the 
Griffins. 
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RNE Criterion H.1 
Importance for close associations with individuals whose activities have been significant within the 
history of the nation, State, or region. 

At the state level, Ranelagh Estate has importance for its close associations with internationally 
renowned architects Walter Burley Griffin in association with Marion Mahony Griffin, leading 
figures in twentieth century architectural history, and Saxil Tuxen, an established surveyor, 
planner and founding member of the Victorian Town Planning Association. 

As well, Ranelagh Estate has importance for is close associations with a number of prominent 
Victorians who holidayed at, lived on, or designed works for Ranelagh Estate, including 
politician R.G. Menzies, General Blamey, architects Percy Meldrum, Harold Desbrowe-
Annear, Roy Grounds, Frederick Romberg, Robin Boyd, Ernest Fooks. 

Ranelagh Estate also has close associations with John Thomas Smith, Mayor of Melbourne 
(1851-64), who, on the land that was later to become part of Ranelagh Estate, established a 
small farm and a summer residence known as ‘Nyora (now Ranelagh House), and in whose 
honour the J.T. Smith Reserve is named. 

Aesthetic 

RNE Criterion E.1 
Importance for a community for aesthetic characteristics held in high esteem or otherwise valued by 
the community. 

Ranelagh Estate is considered to meet criterion E.1 at a state level for elements of its early 
landscape planting. The avenue planting along the 100 foot wide Wimbledon Avenue from 
Blue Ridge Lane forms a rare and important landscape element within the estate, in particular 
for its unusual use of alternate Monterey Cypress (Cupressus macrocarpa) and Tuart (Eucalyptus 
gomphocephala), the meeting canopies of the Monterey Cypress creating a cool dark tunnel.  

Other important early plantings include: 

• the row of Tuart trees growing along the south side of Rosserdale Crescent  

• a row of Tuart trees along both sides of the northern curved fork of Ranelagh Drive 

• a stand of Tuarts in the Rosserdale Crescent triangle 

• a stand of Monterey Pines and a Golden Cypress in the Rannoch Avenue traffic island 

• three fine Cupressus glabra on the Rannoch Avenue verge. 

Ranelagh Estate is considered to meet criterion E.1 at a local level for its distinctive aesthetic 
characteristics and sense of place, which embody garden suburb principles and values, and 
which are highly valued by the local community of Ranelagh Estate and Mount Eliza.  

Features that contribute to Ranelagh Estate’s important garden suburb characteristics and 
which have a strong bearing on the aesthetic qualities of the estate today are:  

• the natural features of Ranelagh Estate to which the Griffins responded—the dramatic 
coastal site and Ranelagh Beach, Earimil Creek, the natural drainage patterns, topography, 
pockets of remnant vegetation 

• the disposition of the private allotments, created by low density residential development, 
with houses subordinate to the landscape—embedded in a landscaped garden—and 
provision of space for ample front and back gardens, and the mature gardens within private 
allotments which contribute to the overall garden suburb character of Ranelagh Estate 

• the disposition of the reserves, vegetated road verges and traffic islands with a 
predominantly natural landscape character or characterised by native trees in parkland (a 
notable exception being the cypress and tuart avenue along Wimbledon Avenue) 
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• the continuation of a park-like atmosphere between reserves, vegetated road verges and 
traffic islands and private allotments 

• the different eras of plantings, from the pastoral era (further research required), landscaping 
improvements in the public realm undertaken by the Ranelagh Club in the early years of 
the estate, to later improvements in the public domain from the 1970s by Council 

• residential development up the slope, designed to take advantage of views. 

The natural vegetation character of the reserves, the disposition of many of the allotments 
(houses embedded in the landscape), the ability to appreciate these aspects of the estate, and 
the relationship of these elements to the original Griffin design intent is highly valued by the 
local community. Important features include: 

• the feelings of peace and serenity promoted by Ranelagh Estate’s bushland setting 

• the presence of native birds and animals 

• the experience of walking through the bushland pathways and reserves on the estate. 

RNE Criterion F.1 
Importance for its technical, creative, design or artistic excellence, innovation or achievement. 

As a rare and substantially intact example of town planning and the garden suburb movement 
in Victoria, Ranelagh Estate is considered to meet criterion F.1 at a state level. The design of 
Ranelagh Estate, using garden suburb principles, demonstrates the Griffins’ unrivalled (within 
Australia) ability to draw inspiration from the particular locality, creatively using and 
integrating the topography, setting and indigenous vegetation, and successfully combining the 
conservation of natural values, existing cultural features, and provision for human comfort, 
amenity, and integrated living conditions through their attention to the social and spiritual 
dimensions of land planning. In addition to their intent for the physical and social aspects of 
the estate, the Griffins with Tuxen were also able to satisfy competing demands of lot yields, 
views, drainage, access, within a rigorous spatial and management system that utilised highly 
innovative ideas about the design of cities and model communities and their management. 

Features that demonstrate this are: 

• the subdivision pattern, the gently curved and semicircular roads, rounded street corners, 
functional hierarchy of roads  

• the complementary relationship of plan with the topography  

• the open space backing onto many of the allotments, internal reserves, and other spaces for 
recreation 

• the disposition of many of the reserves, traffic islands and road verges, which are largely 
characterised by natural landscape or native trees in parkland 

• a combination of facilities for recreation, social, commerce and civil life that enable 
Ranelagh Estate to function largely as a self-contained garden suburb 

• active engagement by the community in the management of the estate and the preservation 
of its heritage values. 

Social 

RNE Criterion G.1 
Importance as a place highly valued by a community for reasons of religious, spiritual, symbolic, 
cultural, educational, or social associations. 



                RANELAGH ESTATE—CONSERVATION MANAGEMENT PLAN 

73 

Ranelagh Estate is considered to meet criterion G.1 at a state level for its strong and active 
community shaped by the experience of living at Ranelagh and fighting for its protection. 
Recognition of the environmental values of the place from as early as 1873, and later 
community resistance to repeated development threats within Ranelagh Estate, has preserved 
much of the original Ranelagh environment and character. 

This value is demonstrated by the early reservation of 99 feet of foreshore in 1873, that 
included Ranelagh Beach, and, later, by the many years of activism to protect the local 
environment and cultural and natural values of the estate, to advocate the Griffins’ design and 
legacy, and to campaign for community facilities by the Ranelagh community, residents, local 
groups such as the Friends of the Earimil Creek, the Foreshore Advisory Group, MEAFEC 
(Mount Eliza Association for Environmental Care), and professional organisations such as the 
National Trust of Australia and the Australian Garden History Society. The Ranelagh 
Residents’ Association has worked actively on a range of issues including raising money for a 
local kindergarten (Mount Eliza Pre-school), lobbying for roads, petitioning against footpaths, 
advocating for community facilities, fighting against subdivision and unit development, to 
liaising with council on management matters, planning and environmental issues. 

This value is apparent in: 

• the 99 feet of foreshore reserve, reserved in 1873 

• the Ranelagh Residents’ Association, formed c.1950, and its records 

• Mount Eliza Pre-school, community facilities—lobbied for by the community in the 1950s 

• the Mount Eliza Village shops within the area shown on the design plan—community 
resistance to expansion into residential areas 

At a local level, Ranelagh Estate is valued by the broader Mount Eliza community as a 
distinctive locality and a uniquely planned environment, which is widely recognised as special. 
Aspects of the estate which contribute to this value include 

• the ‘bush and beach’ feel of holiday houses, the Ranelagh Club facilities and Ranelagh 
Beach with its beach boxes, vegetated foreshores and area for swimming 

• special affections felt for the reserves and pathways, trees, gardens and native vegetation, the 
modest houses and their park-like settings. 

Ranelagh Estate also has local social significance for the strong attachment to the place by the 
local community of Ranelagh Estate, which derives from long use and associations with the 
estate. The Ranelagh Club has local social significance to its members, many of whom have 
long and strong social associations with the club, demonstrated by their long-standing 
membership and use of the place as a social and community hub, and for whom the club 
continues to be a community locus or focus. 

While a social focus in the 1940s and 1950s, the locus of the community has gradually shifted 
towards the Mount Eliza Village shops, overwhelmingly and consistently valued as a 
community meeting place and important social hub by the local community.  

This value is also apparent in  

• the Ranelagh Club, its facilities and its records 

• the Mount Eliza Village shops within the Ranelagh Estate. 

• The Village Green 
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4.6 Statement of significance  

What is significant? 
Ranelagh Estate, Mount Eliza consists of approximately 280 acres running at right angles from 
the coast of Port Phillip Bay. The north-eastern and eastern boundaries are formed by 
Canadian Bay Road and Mount Eliza Way, the southwest boundary by Earimil Creek, and 
Ranelagh Beach forms the northwest boundary with the bay. 

The dominant indigenous vegetation has been identified as Coast Teatree (Leptospurmum 
laevigatum), Weeping Sheoak (Allocasuarina verticillata) and Coast Banksia (Banksia 
integrifolia). On higher slopes, scattered Manna Gum (Eucalyptus viminalis), Messmate 
(Eucalyptus obliqua), and Narrow-leafed Peppermint (Eucalyptus radiata) were common, 
remnants of the dry schlerophyll open forest that once covered the central portion of the 
Mornington Peninsula. Parts of the estate, including the reserves, verges and traffic islands, as 
remnant indigenous vegetation or as regenerated natural landscapes, evoke the indigenous 
landscape.  

Parts of Ranelagh Estate in particular the Earimil Creek sections, are recognised as having 
geomorphological importance, and as home to significant faunal species. Vegetation in the 
environs of the creek provides important habitat for these species. The Tuart trees at 48 
Wimbledon Av. also have habitat value. Ranelagh Estate also includes examples of remnant 
vegetation, including Eucalyptus pryoriana, Eucalyptus viminalis, Banksia integrifolia and other 
eucalypt species, and within the J.T. Smith Reserve and environs of Earimil Creek. 

On the foreshore above Ranelagh Beach (adjacent Lot A), members of the Tal Tal, a clan of 
the Boonwurrung Group, camped. Their middens remain today as evidence of past occupation 
and land use.  

In 1922, investor John Edmond Taylor purchased ‘Nyora’, the Mount Eliza property which 
had been owned by politician John Thomas Smith from 1855, notable barrister James Liddell 
Purves, from 1874, then successful merchant Henry Slaney from 1904. Taylor, who had 
interests in the timber industry, helped form the Sequoia Company Ltd, which approached 
Walter Burley Griffin to design Ranelagh Estate. Surviving evidence of earlier settlement 
phases is relatively rare, and includes some early plantings from the pastoral era (Pinus radiata 
at 57 and 59 Rosserdale Crescent). These trees are in fair to poor condition and a number 
appear to be later progeny of earlier specimens. The small cluster of bricks from the original 
‘Nyora’ cottage that has been incorporated into a memorial within the J.T. Smith Reserve also 
alludes to earlier layers of settlement.  

Ranelagh Estate was designed by internationally renowned Chicago-born architects Walter 
Burley Griffin and Marion Mahony Griffin, with Saxil Tuxen, an established Melbourne 
surveyor and planner and founding member of the Victorian Town Planning Association, 
interested in the latest ideas from Australia and overseas.  

The design for Ranelagh Estate was influenced by Garden Suburb planning principles, 
prominent in the early 20th century town planning movement in Australia and internationally, 
as well as the closely related social, aesthetic and philosophical ideas of the Griffins. The Griffin 
concept for the Ranelagh Estate was for a place where the community would come together 
physically and socially in commercial, social and recreational venues, and be the custodian of 
the place. Town planning provided the means to bring into being the necessary facilities and 
venues in a way that clarified and defined civic functions and circulation, made creative use of 
the space and form of the landscape, and celebrated and conserved the natural environment.  

Griffin principles of town planning at Ranelagh are particularly evident in: the conservation of 
natural features—the dramatic coastal site, Ranelagh Beach and Earimil Creek, and indigenous 
vegetation, by means of reserves and public open spaces; the complementary relationship of the 
plan to the topography—which they responded to and incorporated into their design; the 
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provision of small local parks and locations for specific commercial and civic functions; and the 
subdivision pattern of small allotments intended for modest houses in landscaped settings. 

The principles of garden suburb planning are evident in the provision of local facilities which 
define Ranelagh as a distinct residential area, including parklands, playgrounds, community 
and commercial buildings; its public open spaces and internal reserves; the distinct separation 
of residential and commercial areas; the functional hierarchy of curved roads with generous 
rounded intersections; the original subdivision pattern, responding to the topography; 
detached dwellings with ample yards; and abundantly planted gardens that tend to blur the 
distinction between public and private realms. 

The distinctive character and sense of place of Ranelagh Estate, as well as the feelings of peace 
and serenity these afford, the presence of native birds and animals, and the experience of 
walking through the bushland pathways and reserves, which reflect the garden suburb planning 
principles are aspects of the estate valued by the local community. 

At once a seaside resort and country club, Ranelagh was envisaged as a place where 
Melbourne’s successful professional people would build their holiday houses. While blocks in 
the subdivision were quite small, land purchasers were encouraged to buy two or more, thus 
keeping total estimated numbers to about 400. Those who purchased land automatically 
became members of the Ranelagh Club, who held responsibility for public land within the 
estate, now the recreation club at the northern beach end of the development. The former 
‘Nyora’ house (now Ranelagh House) was incorporated into the Ranelagh concept as the social 
and community hub. Sale of allotments began in 1925, but land sales were slow and from 
1928 the club extended its membership to non-landholders.  

Slow development of the estate allowed for a wide range of architectural styles and periods to 
be reflected. The most distinctive of these were the 1930s and 1940s modernist designs by 
some of Melbourne’s leading architects and proponents of the modern movement.  

The subdivision plan shows 795 blocks and originally included 13 reserves, including space for 
structured and passive recreation, internal reserves, a commercial centre, a golf course, and 
areas of natural bushland. The estate also included a small beach.  

Twelve of the 13 reserves remain. Lot N was sold for private development. The golf course is 
no longer extant, sold to The Peninsula School, which opened in 1961. Otherwise, the original 
subdivision pattern remains largely intact, with only a relatively small number of boundary 
realignments. The road layout, reserve system, and commercial areas are substantially intact. 
Although the usage pattern has evolved from holiday houses to permanent residences, Ranelagh 
remains an area of detached houses in landscaped gardens in accordance with garden suburb 
principles. Plantings in the reserves and other areas of the public domain contribute to the 
estate and reflect the distinctive landscape character  and the layers of history of the Ranelagh 
Estate: early pastoral era plantings, landscaping improvements undertaken by the Ranelagh 
Club in the early years of the Ranelagh Estate (c.1920s and 30s), and later improvements by 
Council, from the 1970s.  

Ranelagh Estate has a long history of community activism, informed by a strong environmental 
ethic of the community, and reflecting garden suburb ideals and the Griffins’ conservation 
ethos. Together with the reservation of 99 feet of foreshore protecting Ranelagh Beach in 1873 
(i.e. pre-Ranelagh Estate), community activism has been a key factor in the protection of the 
estate’s unique character, since the 1950s formation and 1980s reformation of the Ranelagh 
Residents’ Association and, later, other environmental groups, and it remains central to the 
local community today. Designed as a place where an ideal community would be fostered and 
evolve over time, this aspect of the Griffins’ original concept for Ranelagh Estate has a high 
degree of integrity. 

How is it significant? 
Ranelagh Estate is of historic, aesthetic, and social significance to the State of Victoria. 
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Ranelagh Estate is of historic, aesthetic, social and scientific significance to the Shire of 
Mornington. 

Why is it significant?  
Ranelagh Estate is of historical significance to the State of Victoria for its associations with 
internationally renowned architects Walter Burley Griffin and Marion Mahony Griffin, 
leading figures in twentieth century architectural history, and Saxil Tuxen, an established 
surveyor, planner and founding member of the Victorian Town Planning Association. 

With other examples of ‘garden suburb’ styled planning in Australia, Ranelagh Estate has 
historical and social significance for its important role in the development of town planning 
and the garden suburb movement in Victoria. Ranelagh Estate is a rare example of a 
substantially realised garden suburb estate, designed by the Griffins, with its subdivision 
pattern, commercial, social and recreational venues, reserves, detached house-in-gardens, and 
active community surviving largely intact. Of the numerous and diverse works by the Griffins, 
the significant suburban subdivisions were the Glenard Estate in 1914, the Summit (Mount 
Eagle) Estate in 1915, the Blue Hill Estate at Croydon in 1921, the Castlecrag estates in 1921, 
the Ranelagh Estate in 1924 and the Milleara estates 1926-9. All of these estates, designed for 
various private entrepreneurs, were at least partially completed. Of the six estates, Ranelagh and 
Castlecrag are the only two created with infrastructure designed to foster a particular kind of 
community spirit—in Ranelagh’s case, the country club environment. Ranelagh is the Griffins’ 
only known design dedicated to holiday homes.  

At the State level, Ranelagh Estate also has important representative value as a well developed 
and substantially intact example of the Griffins’ innovative use of garden suburb principles, 
embodied by its vibrant and active community, the commercial centre, social and recreational 
venues and public open space system.  

The design of Ranelagh Estate, using garden suburb principles, is of aesthetic significance to 
the State of Victoria for its ability to demonstrate the Griffins’ unrivalled (within Australia) 
ability to draw inspiration from the particular locality, creatively using and integrating the 
topography, setting and indigenous vegetation, and successfully combining the conservation of 
natural values, existing cultural features, and provision for human comfort, amenity, and 
integrated living conditions through their attention to the social and spiritual dimensions of 
land planning. In addition to their intent for the physical and social aspects of the estate, the 
Griffins with Tuxen were also able to satisfy competing demands of lot yields, views, drainage, 
access, within a rigorous spatial and management system that utilised highly innovative ideas 
about the design of cities and model communities and their management.  

Ranelagh Estate is of historical significance to the State of Victoria for its close associations 
with a number of prominent Victorians who holidayed at, lived on, or designed works for 
Ranelagh Estate, including politician R.G. Menzies, General Blamey, and architects Percy 
Meldrum, Harold Desbrowe-Annear, Roy Grounds, Frederick Romberg, Robin Boyd, Ernest 
Fooks.  

Ranelagh Estate is of aesthetic significance to the State of Victoria for its important early 
landscape planting. The avenue planting along the 100 foot wide Wimbledon Avenue from 
Blue Ridge Lane forms a rare and important landscape element within the estate, in particular 
for its unusual use of alternate Monterey Cypress (Cupressus macrocarpa) and Tuart (Eucalyptus 
gomphocephala), the meeting canopies of the Monterey Cypress creating a cool dark tunnel 
effect. Other important early plantings include the row of Tuart trees growing along the south 
side of Rosserdale Crescent, a row of Tuart trees along both sides of the northern curved fork 
of Ranelagh Drive, a stand of Tuarts in the Rosserdale Crescent triangle. The Rannoch Avenue 
traffic island features a stand of Monterey Pines and a Golden Cypress, and the verge features 
three fine Cupressus glabra. 
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Ranelagh Estate is of historical significance to the State of Victoria for its associations with 
an important phase of modernist design in Melbourne, influential in the evolution of the 
Melbourne modernist movement, and now a remarkable repository of modernist architecture 
from the 1930s, 40s and early 1950s. 

Ranelagh Estate is of social significance to the State of Victoria for its intact, strong and 
active local community, who have been fundamental in fostering the development of the estate 
using the framework set out by the Griffins and protecting the heritage values of the estate.  

Ranelagh Estate is of historical significance to the Mornington Peninsula Shire for its 
ability to demonstrate the layers of settlement and land use of the local area, and earlier 
settlement phases prior to Ranelagh Estate. 

Ranelagh Estate is of historical significance to the Mornington Peninsula Shire for of its 
associations with the Tal Tal clan of the Boonwurrung group. It also has historical significance 
to the Shire of Mornington for its associations with the first settlers in the region, Alexander 
Balcombe and the Hunter brothers from the 1840s under pastoral licence, and later owners, 
politician John Thomas Smith, who established a small farm and the summer residence 
‘Nyora’. 

Ranelagh Estate is of aesthetic and historic significance to the Mornington Peninsula Shire 
for its distinctive aesthetic characteristics and sense of place, which embody garden suburb 
principles and values, and which are highly valued by the local community of Ranelagh Estate 
and Mount Eliza. Features of the estate that reflect its layers of history are also important. 

Ranelagh Estate is of social significance to the local Mount Eliza community for whom the 
uniquely planned environment and distinctive character of the locality is widely recognised as 
special. Ranelagh Estate also has local significance for the residents of the estate, who hold 
strong attachments to the place, demonstrated by their long and continuing associations with 
the place. The two social hubs of the estate also have social significance as community locus; 
the Ranelagh Club to its members and the Mount Eliza Village shops to the residents of the 
Ranelagh Estate and Mount Eliza.  

Ranelagh Estate is of scientific significance to the Mornington Peninsula Shire for the 
important faunal species identified as occurring in the Earimil Creek environs, and the 
vegetation species, also within the Earimil Creek environs, which provide important habitat for 
these species. The Tuart trees at 48 Wimbledon Avenue also provide important habitat. Seven 
indigenous species within the Earimil Creek part of Lot B have been identified as having 
regional biodiversity value.  

Ranelagh Estate is also of scientific significance to the Mornington Peninsula Shire for 
important remnant indigenous vegetation throughout, in particular the trees identified on 
Canadian Bay Road; Coastal Manna Gum (Eucalyptus pryoriana), Forest Manna Gum 
(Eucalyptus viminalis) and Eucalyptus sp.; the Coastal Banksia (Banksia integrifolia) at 40 
Rosserdale Crescent; Eucalyptus sp. at 2 Rugby Court; and Coastal Manna Gum (Eucalyptus 
pryoriana) at 80 Wimborne Avenue. 

4.7 Items of potential individual heritage significance 
The scope of work outlined in the brief (point 6) for this project requires the identification of 
further individual heritage places including significant trees and buildings, and 
recommendations for possible heritage protection.  

As noted in section 4.2.6, there are 6 places of individual local significance and two places of 
individual State significance already included in the HO Schedule of the Mornington 
Peninsula Planning Scheme. This section identifies additional places within Ranelagh 
considered to have potential individual local significance to Mornington Shire and that, subject 
to further detailed assessment, may be eligible for inclusion in the HO. 



RANELAGH ESTATE—CONSERVATION MANAGEMENT PLAN 

78 

4.7.1   Methodology  
The places were identified by field surveys, research, input from the local community and the 
National Trust of Australia (Victoria).  

Field survey work was undertaken by the project team in December 2007, February 2008, and 
on 21 and 22 April 2008. The field survey on 21 April was undertaken with the assistance of 
Peter Holloway of the National Trust of Australian (Victoria), and Meg Breidahl and Peter 
Greer of the Ranelagh Residents Association (RRA).  

A preliminary assessment was carried out on the basis of known or available information about 
place and it is important to note that no further research was carried out – most of the 
information about places was supplied by members of RRA or Peter Holloway. The place was 
then inspected to assess the level of integrity and some comparative analysis of similar places 
was undertaken. On this basis the following ‘tests’ were applied to determine whether a place 
had potential for individual significance at least at the local level: 

• The place is associated with a key theme in the historic development of Ranelagh. The place 
will have a strong association with the theme and this may be clearly illustrated by the 
fabric, when compared with other places (Criterion A.4). 

• The place may be rare within the estate. It may be a very early place, or the only surviving 
example of a house or other evidence from a particular era of development (Criterion B.2). 

• If it is a representative example of a place type it will usually have the typical range of 
features normally associated with that type – i.e. it will be a benchmark example. If a 
precinct, it will usually have a high degree of integrity (i.e. 70% or more of the places will 
be considered to be contributory) (Criterion D.2). 

• The place may be an exemplar of an architectural style or represents significant technical or 
artistic/architectural achievement when compared to other similar places in the estate. The 
places will usually have a high degree of integrity when compared to other places (Criterion 
F.1). 

• The place has strong social or historic associations (Criterion G.1 or H.1) and, in particular: 

 There is continuity of use or association, meanings, or symbolic importance over a 
period of 25 years or more (representing transition of values beyond one generation). 

 The association has resulted in a deeper attachment that goes beyond utility value. 

 The connection between a place and a person/s or organisations is not short or 
incidental and may have been documented – for example in local histories, other 
heritage studies or reports, local oral histories etc. 

By comparison, places that upon preliminary assessment are not considered to have high 
potential for individual local significance will generally be those where: 

• Historical associations are not well established or are not reflected in the fabric because of 
low integrity, or 

• The place is common within the estate or already well-represented in the Heritage Overlay, 
or 

• It is a typical, rather than outstanding example of an architectural style and there are better 
representative examples in the estate. 

• The social or historical associations are not well established or demonstrated. 

4.7.2   Findings 
As a result of the investigations two places of local significance and 41 places of potential 
significance were identified. The two places of local significance are the places assessed by the 
1994 Butler Study, but that have not yet been included in the HO – ‘Hadlow’ and ‘Nyora’ 
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The site inspection has confirmed that these two places are still extant and no major changes 
were observed. The assessment of local significance is affirmed. 
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A preliminary assessment of these 41 places of potential significance using the above criteria has 
determined that: 

• A total of 30 houses have potential significance either individually or as part of two 
potential precincts; one in Ravenscourt Crescent and one in Rosserdale Crescent (Refer to 
Figure 4.1). For two of these places, potentially significant trees were also identified. A list 
of these places is provided in Appendix D.  

It is noted that the majority of these dwellings are clustered in the northern section of 
Ranelagh defined by Rannoch Avenue, Ravenscourt Crescent, Rendlesham Avenue and 
Rosserdale Crescent. With the exception of two houses in Canadian Bay Road and two in 
Wimborne Avenue (and the places listed in Table 4.4) no other houses of potential 
significance have been identified in the central and south-eastern parts of Ranelagh. 

Figure 4.1 shows suggested boundaries of possible HO precincts which would include all 
potentially significant places identified in Appendix D and located at the northern end of the 
estate. These boundaries are based on preliminary assessments subject to confirmation of the 
significance of individual items, and that the precinct boundaries contain a sufficiently high 
proportion of significant places. The introduction of new Heritage Overlays requires changes 
to the planning scheme which will involve further research, public consultation, and 
exhibition. 

• A total of 9 places are not considered, at this stage, to have high potential for individual 
significance and two places are not significant. However, they may have value for 
comparative purposes and the significance of these places may only become apparent when 
more research is carried out. These places are listed in Table 4.4. 

Table 4.4 – Local interest or not significant places 

No. Name Address Comments Comparative 
value? 

House 13 Rannoch Ave c.1960s Modernist influenced house Yes 

House 6 Rosserdale Cr Not significant - 1990s era house  No 

House 11 Rosserdale Cr Not significant - Original building now 
almost completely lost within recent 
renovations 

No 

House 14 Rosserdale Cr c.1930s bungalow. Better examples 
within Estate 

Yes 

House 8 Rendlesham Ave c.1960s stilt house Yes  

House  28 Rendlesham Ave c.1960s stilt house Yes 

House 21 Rendlesham Ave c.1960s Modernist influenced house Yes 

House 68-70 Rutland Ave c.1940s? white weatherboard two storey 
house 

Yes  

House 86 Rutland Ave c.1940s? two storey weatherboard. Oak 
tree 

Yes 

House 32 Wimbledon Ave c.1950s house, poor condition, altered Yes 

House 132 Wimbledon Ave Very altered house Yes 
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